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PREFACE. 



THE importance and novelty of a flib- 
je(9:, of which we have hitherto had 
imperfe^l- and inaccurate accounts, induced 
me to feize every opportunity of making my- 
felf acquainted with the traniadiions m the 
Eaft-Indies by the perufal of authentic Papers. 
The fatisfadlion I received from thofe I had 
already feen, excited an eager defire for further 
enquiry, and urged me to agree to any con- 
ditions under which I might be enabled to gra- 
tify my curiofity. 

Nothing but a determination to write fome 
account of India, could have entitled me to the 
fight of fuch- materials as I have been favoured 
with, or have properly introduced me to the 

a 2 free 



iv PREFACE. 

free converfation of the perfbns principally con- 
cerned^ which, as it has afforded me the greateft 
pleaiure, as well as inftrudiion, I ought never 
to^ mention without due acknowledgments. As. 
I efteem it a (ingular honour to have been in- 
dulged fb much beyond my expe<9:ation, by all 
whom I have taken the liberty to trouble on this 
occaiion, I am bound to declare, that every 
perfon to ^hom I have applied, without excep- 
tion, has given me full fatisfa£tion in every 
point on which I had occaiion to confult him, 
and has done it with the utmoft politenels. 

After this, I need not dweir upon any 
further inducements to write ; and yet the 
great reputation which the nation, and fo many 
individuals have acquired in the Eaft-Indies, 
h^ doubtleis been another very inviting cir- 
cumftance. 

There had been two very partial accounts 
pubtiihed by the French j and as Mr. Dupleix 
^1(6 in his Memoire has mifreprefented 
many principal fa<S^s, it became neceflary to 
ftate them in their true light. 

Though 



PR E F A C E. 

...Though nothing appears more imperti- 
nent than the prefixing an account of a work 
to the book itfelf 5 yet, as it is ufual with 
moft people to form a falfe conception of things, 
and then to be difpleafed if they do not find 
the realities exa<ftly conformable to the opi- 
nions they have entertained, it may in ^me 
cafea be pardonable to endeavour to remove 
iiich prejudices. 

It will not appear ftrange, that the gehe-^ 
rality of the world, through the habit of read- 
ing novels, and works of imagination, fhould 
expeft from an hiftory of the Eaft (which has 
generally, been made the fcene of moft of 
their ideal ftories) a tale of adventures full of 
wcMider aiid novelty, and nearly bordering 
upon romance. Neither are we to be iurprifed 
if others of a ferious caft, having alfo, at the 
fame time, an elegant turn of mind and a tafte 
for ornanpient, ftiould have exprefled an ex- 
pe£):ation^ and, perhaps, hinted their advice^ 
that, in order to engage the attention of the 
reader, the work ought to be embellifhed with 
the ftrange manners of a remote people, the 
works of art and the wonders of nature in fo 

\ very 
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vi PREFACE. 

very diftant and difFerent a climate from our 



own. 



It is fufficient to fay, in anfwer to this, that 
the work before us is not a hiftory of India, 
nor of war in the interior parts of India, 
but of war on the coaft ; of war between two 
European nations, who have hot, till very 
lately, had any connection with the governing 
people of the country. It has been entirely 
owing to the war, that an European has been 
allowed to have any kind of familiar commerce 
with them, or that the fervants of the Com- 
pany have been admitted to an acquaintance 
with their courts, the fplendor of which has 
been greatly leflened by the war. The war 
alone has taught them the geography of the 
country a hundred miles round their fettle- 
ments; and, within thefe few years, thofe who 
had been at Madura, which is about that dif- 
tance, were as eagerly liftened to when they 
returned to Madrafs, and their accounts were 
as new to all that heard them, as -if they had 
come from Pekin : but it does not appear that 
thofe accounts were very amuling, or that they 
would afford any entertainment to make up for 

the 



PREFACE. vii 

the interruption they would give to the thread 
of the hiftory. 

I ■ . ^ 

\ When the defign of the work is once ex- 

i plained) it will then beft be feen whether it has 

been properly executed. The two things 
i( chiefly propofed by it were, firft, to make the 

generality of the readers acquainted with the 
geography of the country, of which they have 
as yet very imperfe<9: and confufed notions ; 
and> in the fecond place, to lay before the 
more informed, an exadfc, clear, and impartial 
ftate of fa(Sts, drawn entirely from authentic 
papers ; by which they may judge for them- 
felves, without comment or reflections to biafs 
them, whether the civil and military oflicers of 
the Englifli, or French Eafl India Company 
abroad, have a£bed with the moft uprightnels 
and bravery, in the courfe of the war, and the " 
negotiations relative to it. 

This being the real Defign of the work, 
every kind of decoration that was not neceflary 
to illuftrate fafts would have diverted the at- 
tention of the reader from a clofe view of the 
condu(9: of the two nations, by which he is 
form his judgement. 

Had 
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Had thefe materials fallen into the hands 
of any perfon capable of rendering them more 
pleafing, by his fuperior tafte in compofition, 
and a happy elegance of ftile, furely he would 
have employed thofe talents injudicioufly, had 
he bellowed them on this work: for the greateft 
part of it (in order to fupport by authorities 
what is advanced as faS) is an aflemblage of 
treaties, debates, grants, articles of war, and 
letters. Thele are here a neceflary, but they 
are not a favourite part of any work : but tjiere 
are two pieces that are the moft valuable and 
elTential to the whole. The fiege of Fort St. 
George, which being a journal, muft of courfe 
be dry j and Colonel Lawrence's own narra- 
tive of his campaigns, which, though full of 
inftruftion, was written in a camp, with the 
foldier-like plainnefs which is the diftinguilh-* 
ing chara£ler of that excellent officer. 

It is now fubmitted to the public, whether 
it would have been proper to have given a dif- 
ferent colour to the continuation of a narrative 
which had pleafed all who had feen it, by -its 
unaffe<9:ed fimplicity: and if, after what has 
been faid, I (hall be convidied of an error in 

judgment 
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judgement, it will neither furprize nor give me 
any concern, provided I am hot proved to have 
made any eflential miftake' in matters of faft. 
..And herein J flatter myfelf I cannot be greatly 
to blame, as 1. am certain that I have not put 
down any material Circumftance without the 
authority of authentic papers, or without con- 
fulting with the feveral perfons concerned, and 
examining mod thoroughly every thing that 
h^s" appeared dubious. 



••• 



As I have taken fo much pains not to give 
credit too haftily to any Informations I tnay 
have received, I may be allowed to defire the 
reader will hot too raflily give ear to fuch te^i- 
mony as he may think will confute them 5 and 
particularly, that he will not fuppofe a man 
the better acquainted with fafib for ^having beeri 
in India, unlefs he has been in that very part 
which was -the (cehe of -the tranfadiion in 
queftion; for the feveral fettlements- being 
feme as remote from others as England is from 
Turky or Africa, the people oh one coafl have 
fometimes no more knowledge of what is doing 
on the other, than we have at home. . 



It 
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It is alfo to be expefted, tMt thofe wfio 
have been witnefles to any event which it has 
been thought proper to relate concifely, w.iU bj^ 
ready to impute that brevity tc^ .a ^Hvant' of m\i 
formation ; when, at the fame titG^^ ■. tfie Euror • 
pean reader will think that very liafrktive tob^; 
long, and the detail too minute, and unin-i' 
tereftiftg. .; J 

I HAVE, therefore, in handling every^J^W; 
fubje£J, endeavoured to confine myfelf t&^.§ 
moft recent, as well as the mofl: impottarif' •* 
events, alone 5 and have avoided going top fa* 
back in point of time, as that might pccafion a 
confufion, by introducing a variety of perfofis, 
and a multiplicity of ftrailge names 5 which 
would certainly give a heavinefs, if not a ridi* 
cule, to the whcJe. 

This naturally leads to the mention of an* 
other difficulty. 

The Afiatic Monarchs are exceedingly fond 
ofaffuming new names, and frequently beftow 
them on others as a very ferious and important 
favour 'y and indeed they generally confer them 

engraved 
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€;iigfaved on a feal-ting, which exeiripts the 
ii^earer from ail taxes, tollS| ztid inlpofts, where* 
ever he appears with it in the dominions of* the 
Prihce who beftoWS it 

BV this means it often happens^ that dif- 
fettnt peribns have the (anie ap^ellatioil^. tind , 
that the fame |>erfon is called by different 
names, Which Creates k c^iifufioh not always 
in the power of the writet to prevent $ fihce, 
it is by no means propter to alter a name in 
the fignatufe of original papers ^ and yetj when 
the reader iees the fame perfon figning a dif« 
,ferent name * from that which he is commqilly 
diftinguifted by, he will be apt to think there 
is fome miflake. 

As it is impoiiible to find out ^liy critetioil t^ 
Ipell the Perfic and liidiaii names by, firtce they 
are fo varioufly pronounced arid io diffef ently 
Written by perfons of the farile nation, I cannot 
pretend to be exa£t in this particular. The 
Ffench having publiihed an account of the wat 



r i l I I \n \i * i "i i V -v '" " ■■ ' 'r^' iih h • . ' , 'i ^ ^ • \ ^'^ t * t i 



* See pAge 229., "THe fevirdl hameS tlie4 by ike Vi^ief-, who is 
comtodnly called Skdw Abadin Ca^yni 
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fome years ago, many readers will have been 
• habituated to fee names of fome of the principal 
perfons fpelt after their manner 5 therefore, for 
the fake of conformity, I haveufed the fame 
confonants as I find employed by M. Dupleix 
and his countrymen ; but as their vowels are 
pronounced fo very differently from theEnglifh, 
i have, for the moft part, altered them ac- 
cordingly. The word which iignifies a war- 
rior, is written by the Englifli jung, jing,. or 
jenk 3 but as the French^ and particularly M. 
Dupleix, write it zingj I have done fb like- 
wife; for though many hold the other to be 
the true pronounciation, there are fome who 
make it doubtful ; efpecially when they fay the 
word Gentoo, or Jentoo, might be fpelt with 
a z * ; and it becomes the more a. matter of 
indifference, when we calF to mind the recipro- 
cal letters of the Spaniards ; who fpell many 
words both with the x f and j^ and give ex- 

aaiy 
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* In like manner, Jemidar is very often fpelt Zcmidar. 

•f: The Spaniards, in their voyage to Peru, having occafion to* 
mention our fhip the Chicheftcr, write it Sixter; and as we have 
luoft of our fpellings of eaftem words from foreigners, or inaccurate 

feamen: 
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aftly the fame found to the one as to the 
other. 

I COULD hardly avoid faying thus much, 
on a fiibjeft very uninterefting in itfelf, and, 
poflibly, tirefome to the generality of readers j 
I ihall therefore purfue it no further. 



feamen and traders, it may be allowable to make fome alterations ; 
though, from the force of habit, fome people will condemn thofe 
which are made upon the beft reafons. The French having always 
been imitated by us In the fpelling of Schah and Khan, though the 
words have for that reafon often been pronounced wrong, the obvious 
fpelling of thefe names with the w, which helps to give the true 
found to the vowel, will at firft be thought a blameable fingularity : 
to avoid a charge of that kind, I have not often deviated from the 
common fpelling, but as it was neceflary to do it fbmetimes, I.have 
particularly taken care to alter fuch'as might miflead the reader into 
the fuppofition of falfe etymologies, and' give him erroneous ideas 
of things : as in the ufual fpelling of the word Sea-poy, which made 
it generally fuppofed, that the Se-poys, who are foot foldiers, were 
either failors or marines. 
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Bang, 
BattAj 



B£T£t> 



A 



Bramin^ 
buckshee^ 

&UNDER, 

Chinam, 

Chop, 

tnOULTRV^ 



Cnott> 



REQJUEST^ M petition 

An intoxicating juice or ^ vegetable 

An extraordinaiy allowance to the army when abroad in 
the fidd, or in any country garrifon where provifions 
areicatrce 

A leaf, not unlike th^ of a kiddey-bean ^ it grows on 
a vine exa£Uy in the feme manner ^ and is in great 
ufe, from the Prince to the beggar. They conftantly 
chew it, mixed w«h Chinam and Betel-nut ; for the 
Betel-leaf and the Betel-nut are from different plants* 
The farmers of Madrafs pay the Company from fii 
to feven thoufand pounds a year ftfr the exdiiiive 
privilege of vending it 

A prieft 

Treafurer to the Mogwl 

A cuftom-houfe 

Fine flacked lime 

A fmall feal, on which is engraved the name of the 
Mogul and the year of the hegyra 

An open houfe for all travellers^ the fame as a Turkifli 
caravanferai. A bramin rcfides always in or near it, to 
keep it clean, and to furniih travellers with water, &c. 
He is maintained by an endowment 

Properly a fourth^ but commonly ufed to exprefs the 
tribute which the Marattas claim and raife on all the 
governments in India 

CiRCARi 
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}A general name ibr the ^vermnent, or perfons con- 
cerned in the adminiflxatxon 

(By the French called Cafres) is now become the general 
name for all negroes who are broaght to India from the 
Cape, the coaft of Guinea, or any other parts of 
Africa, and chiefly from Madagafcar: they are brave 
and fteady in the field 

Inhabitants of the woods under the government of die 
Polygars 

A labourer of any kind 

A little more than two miles 

A protedtion 

A woman's chair, Ibmewhat like a fcdan 

The court o£ a Mogul Prince, or place where they meet 
in council 

An order 

A gift 

X A patent, or paper (igned by the Mogul 

1 Iiidi<iii:i, Tdolatcid 

HousBULHOOKUM, A patent, or paper figned by the Vizier 
Jageer, or 

jAqVEER, 



CiRCAR, or 
Sircar, 

coffrees) 



Colleries, 

COOLEY, 

Coss, 

COWLE, 
DOOLEY, 

Durbar, 

DuSTUCK, 

Enam, 
FiRMAK, or 

Phirmaund, 

Gentou, 

Zentoo, 



Jemidar, or 
Zemidar, 

KiLLBDARy. 

Lack, 

Maund> 



Moors, 
Nabob, 

T^AIB, 

Omrahs, 



Paddy, 

Pagoda, 

Pagoda, 

pallankeen, 



iA territory or domain panted for a particular u(e, either 
to maint^n a number of troops, or keep a fort i^ repair ^ 

and foinetimes as a penfion* 
1 Officers of horfe or foot, and ibmetimes people of rank 
i employed about the perfons of the great in the admtniP 

Jtration 
A Governor of a fort 

Of roupees, about twelve thoufand five hundred pounds 
A variable weight j at Bengal, feventy-fix pounds ; at 

Surat, thirty-feven pounds one-half; in Pcrfia, the 

Tabarefe Maund is only fix pounds 
The Mahometans improperly fo called 
A Governor of a province, appointed by the Souba, or 

Viceroy 
A deputy 
Privy Counfellors, men of the firft rank in the empire ; 

they are under the Vizier,, but are moftly concerned in. 

all the revolutions of the ftate 
Rice in the hulk 
An Indian temple 
A coin paid by the Company at eight (hillings, but in- 

trinfically worth feven Ihillings and eight pence 
A bed, fupported by a wooden or ivory frame of fix 

feet long, and near three feet broad, fattened at each 

end 
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end with crofs fticks to a bamboo fifteen feet long, 
which forms an arch over the pallankeen or bed, and 
is covered with a canopy of cloth lined with filk, and 
ftifFened with ribs of the coconut tree 

Taragana, Any diftrift of country 

Parsees, Worfhippers of fire 

Patam AR, A poft or meflenger fent from place to place 

Peons, A name for the infantry of the Deckan; they are armed 

with a broadfword, and fometimes with a matchlock 

Perwanna, a paper figned by the Nabob 

Pett AH, The town furrounding an Indian fort 

Phousdar, a renter 

PoLYGAR, Lord of a fmall territory 

Raja, The higheft title of the Gentoo princes 

RouPEE, About two (hillings and fivepence 

Saneds, Commiflions, or grants for particular countries 

Sardar, An officer of horfe 

Sepoys, Indian foldiers, which are entertained and difciplined by 

Europeans 

Shroff, A money changej, or -hanker - • - 

Sirpah, a rich drefs ofthe country 

SouB A, Viceroy pf one of the two great provinces 

Tank, A pond, or pool of water 

Tanka, . 'The revenue appropriated by the Mogul for the main- 

tenance of a fleet at Surat 

Tom Toms, Drums 

Topasses, Black foot foldiers, defcended from PoFtuguefe marrying 

natives, called Topafles becaufe they wear hats 

y AK E £ L, An agent or minifter for the Moors 
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Par 
Pai 
Peo 

Per 
Pet 
Pho 
Poi. 

R>%J 
Roc 

Saw 
Sar 
Sep« 

Shr 
Sir! 
Sou 
Tab 
Tab 

Ton 
Toi«" 

Va» 
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Dcre 
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THK 

Moguls Empire 

divided 

into its principal 

—desti^nif /^T- firs JFTi story, 
Ykj X. Jeliery» Geogcaplier 
to His KA j:b s tx 



IN TRODUGTION. 



FOR the better underftanding any accounts of a 
. country, with which the European reader is fb little 
aequaihted, it is neceflary iirft to inform him of fuch par- 
ticulars as lerve to explain the tranfadions and events in 
tlie work, before him. 

. It is generally fuppoled, that the Peninfula within the 
Ganges is under the immediate government of the Mogul 
himfel^ and that the royal mandates from Delli are, ac- 
cording to the received notion of fo arbitrary a dominion, 
obeyed in the moft remote parts of the coan. This is (b 
far from the truth, that a great part of that vaft Peninfula 
never acknowledged anyfubjedion to the throne of Delli, 
till the reign of Aurengzebe ; and the revenues from thofe 
Indian kings and Moorifh governors, who were conquered 
or. employed by him, have, {ince his death, been intercepted 
by the viceroys, which his weaker fucceSixs have appointed 
for the government of the Peninfula : fo that at this time 
neither can the tribute from the feveral poten^tes reach the 
Court of Delli, nor the vigour of the government extend 
from the capital to thofe remote countries. And ever fince 

•: . A the 
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the province of Indoftan was ruined by Nadir Shaw, the 
w;eaknefs of the Mogul, and. the policy and coD&med ia- 
dependency of the Viceroys have in a manner confined the 
influence of the government to its inland department. 

^ Let it therefore be underftood, that the Sovereign pof- 
kiles a third only, aAd tlijat the feaft valuablepart, of his> 
own vaft empire. Bengal, the fmallefti but mofl fertile 
province, is governed by a Viceroy. The other divifion^ 
called the Deckan, extending from Balafore Jagonaut (or 
thereabouts, for the geography is certainly hot. fetded) t(> 
Gape Comorin, is alfodelegated by the.Mogijl to another 
Viceroy, of exceeding great power, having within his ju- 
rifdidion /even larg6 territDries, to which, he Has the un- 
difputed right of nominating feven Nabobs, or governors, 
of provinces. In all parts of India there are ftill large 
diibids, whicli have "prercrvcd, witTi. thc.GehtDo .religion, 
the old .form' of government, under Indian Kings called 
Raja's. Such are Maiflbfe, wlibfc capital is Seringapatam, 
and Tanjbre, whofe capital is Tanjbre. There are alfo 
among the woods ^nd itoountainous parts of the country 
fcyefal :petty Princes, or heads of clans,, diftingiiiflaed by 
thp name of Polygars. Thefe are all tributary to the 
Nabobs, and thofe to the Viceroy, whofe capital is Auren- 
gabad. The Carnarick,is that part of the Deckan. which 
comprehends the' principal fettleipents of the Europeanf, 
Madrafs, and Pohdichery, and alfo Arcot*. To eftabliOi the 
government of the laA. named province, and to oppofe the 
hoftile intentions of Mr. Dupleix, the EngHfli £a{lt>India 
company engaged in this war in fupport- of Mahomet 
Alice Cawn. " 

As 
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As it is ncceflary, that the reader fliould be well ac- 
quainted with the geography of this country, without 
which he can never have any juft notion of the govern- 
hient of it-, the moft accurate maps of particular fpots 
have been procured, and diftindly engraved ; and there is 
ialfb prefixed ^n. outline of. the whole country unincum- 
bered with thfc fmallfer divifions, and containing only the 
names of fucH places as are moft frequently mentioned, in 
order to give at one view, a full idea of the whole empire 
of India within the Ganges, and to fliew the confequence 
of the two j^rek viceroyalties, com j)ared with that of the 
principal feat .of government. 

The chain of mountains which run through the penin- 
{ula from north to fouth, arc the caufe of- an extraor- 
dinary phenomenon in natural hiftory. The countries 
which are feparated' by thefe mountains, though linder the 
fame latitude, have their feafons and climate entirely dif- 
ferent from each other ; and while it is winter on one fide 
of the hills; ifc is furtimer on the other fide. On the coaft 
of Malabar a fouth- weft wind' begins to blow from the leg, 
at the end of Jimd, with continued rain, and rages againft 
the coaft for fouV m6nths, "d^ufing v\^hich time the weather' 
is calm and ferene on the coaft of Coromandel ; and to- 
yvards the end of Odober, the rainy ieafbn, which they 
term the Change of theMonfoon, begins on the coaft of 
Coromandel : at which time,' the tempeftuoiis vvinds bearing 
continually agaiilft" a coaft in which there are no good ports,' 
make it fo dangerous for the ftiipping to" remain there, for 
the three enfuing months", that it is fcarce ever attempted. 
This is the Caufe of the periodical return of our ftiips to 

A 2 * Bombay, 
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Bombay, where there is a fecure harbour^ and conve- 
nient docks. 

When the reader has been made acquainted with Co 
much of the geography of the country, as is abfolutely 
neceflary for his understanding the nature of the govern- 
ment, it will be proper that he fhould be fatisfied in regard 
to certain doubts and difficulties that will naturally arife in 
the perufal of the work* 

Without a few previous explanations,, he will never be 
able' to conceive, by what means a handful cf Europeans 
fhould appear fo refpedable in the field, when oppofed to. 
a multitude of Afiatics. As this is owing to a number 
pf concurring circumjftances,, it will be requifite to give 
ibme account of fuch of their manners, habits, and pre- 
judices, as may have a nearer or more remote influence on 
their military charaiSter. 

/ Nothing appears a greater difficulty to the military 
men in this part of the world, than the poffibility of 
fubfifling fuch vafl multitudes as the Afiatic armies fre- 
quently confift of^ efpecially with fo large a proportion of 
horfe. 

If it be matter of aftonifhment,. that fuch numbers of 
fighting men are frequently brought into the field, how 
will it appear when it is added to the account that every 
horfe-nuin has two fervants,. one to take care of his horfe,, 
the other to procure him forage, and that all thefe are ac- 
corapanied by their wives, and children,, that there always- 

* ^lows. 
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follows the camp a moveable town of (hops, where every- 
thing is to be fold as in their cities, fome hundreds of el&- 
phants for ftate only, and a train of women (with 
their numberlefs retinue) belonging to the Prince 
and the great officers. For wherever the Sovereign 
moves, he is more taken up with a vain oftentation of 
pomp and magnificence, than with the objedt of the war j 
and it is his pleafure that his fubjeds fhould abandon the 
capital in order to augment his * numbers. 

To 

* I took a view of the Lefkar, or Mogul's camp, which is one of thcr 
greateft wonders I ever beheld (and chiefly for that 1 faw it fet up and finilhed; 
in lefs than four hours) it being no lefs than twenty Englifh miles in compafs* 
the length fomeways three coffes (about feven miles) including the Ikirts :. 
in the middle, where the ftreets arc orderly, and tents joined, there arc all 
fbrt6 of (hops, and fo regularly difpofed, that every man knows whither to» 

go diredtly for what he wants ; each man of quality, and every trade 
eing appointed how far from the King's tents they (hall pitch, what ground 
they fhall take up, and on what Hde, without ever altering. J^ll whkb, asF' 
it lies together, is almoft equal to any town in Europe for greatnefs : but 
no man muft approach the royal quarter, by a mulkct-fhot every way, which 
is now fo ftridly obferved, that none arc admitted but by name : and the* 
time of the durbar in the evening is omitted, and fpent in hunting or hawking^. 
on pools by boar, in which the King takes wonderful delight, and his barges 
are rerobved on carts with him. Sir Thomas Roe^s Journal. 

In imitation of their Sovereign, and from the fame motives of pride and 
vanity, the lefler Princes and Viceroys, affeft the fame magnificence in the 
fplendor of their camp^ and the number of their followers Thofc who 
were with Nazirzing in 1750, give the like defcription of his camp,, 
being well affured that it exceeded twenty miles in circumference; but 
as for the numbers, there is no way of afcertaining them; therefore they only 
fiy, they were reported' on the fpot to have been 300,000 fighting men, and' 
might poffibly have been near 200,000 ; and the followers of the camp faid 
to have exceeded a million, might poffibly have amq^nted to half Aat num-^ 
Ber. Nazirzing^s army being, at that time, in the heart of his own domi- 
l' nions, and undifturbed by marauders, was regularly fupplied' from all the 

I neighbouring towns, which, by receiving ready money for their provifibns,. 

were enabled to pay the arrears of their revenues^ fo that the Viceroy main- 
tained! 
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To provide for all thefe, the whole country iS put in mo- 
tion, and the ftri^teft orders are given for all provifions to 
be brought into the camp. By thefe means, aH the cities 
far and near are exhaufted, but the camp, for the moft 
part, is plentifully fupplied. 

The forage is procured in the following manner.. Every 
horfe-man is allowed a man for the purpol^ who is con- 
ftantly employed in cutting turf, and waftiing the roots of 
it : and this is a more hearty food for a horfe than grafs. 
A fhower of rain produces another crop in a few days 
time : and in cafe of continued dry weather, they move 
their camp to frefli ground *. . 

Many of the Indians abftain from all kinds of animal 
food, and the greateft part of them ufe rice, as their com- 
mon and almoft only fuftenance : and as they have fo great 
a veneration for Cows, they are all prohibited by their religion, 
from killing any of that fpccies ; therefore there generally 
is a fufficient fupply of beef for the Mahometan fbldiery, 
and the fmall proportion of Europeans. But to leflen the 

tained this ama2ing multitude by the colleftions and contributions which he 
raifed in his march, without dinlinifhing from the treafures which he always 
carried with him, and which fervcd to fill twenty tents with gold and fil ver coin. 

• They alfo feed their horfes in the rice fields, and where meat is pitnty,' 
they boil the ofFal to rags, and mixing it with hotter and fome forts of grain, 
make balls of it, which they thruft down the horfes throat. In a fcarcity of 
provifions, they give them opium, which has the fame effed both on the 
horles and men, for at once it damps their appetites, and enables them to 
endure fatigue. The horfes of the country, are naturally fo exceedingly 
vicious, that they are not to be broke in the manage, and cannot be brought 
to aft with the fame regularity in the field, as a fquadron of European cavalry. 
The Perfian horfes being more gentle and docile, are greatly efteenied, and 
often valued at a thoufand guineas. Thofe of India, fell for fifty or a' 
hundred. Seepage 141, 144. 

8 ' furprize 
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furprize of the more exa<5t calculator, it muft be fuppofed, 
that thefe numerous armies feldom keep the field any time^ 
without great lofs by famine; for a very confiderable 
diminution is fcarcely felt, amongft fuch numbers, and 
very little regarded from any notions of humanity : a fa- 
mine isj therefore, neither confidered as any thing extraor- 
dinary ; nor will the memory of it ever prevent the aflem- 
blage of another multitude, who muft alfo be liable to the 
famd chances of fubfifting or ftarving, as accident fhall de- 
termine. In like manner, allowance muft be made for 
the great lofs and damage they fuftain in men, beafts, 
and all the implements of war, as often as they move in 
difficult roads and + defiles, and particularly in their 
method of pafllng over great rivers. For their rivers, 
when they are not fordable, in the rainy feafon become 
torrents, being fwelled to fuch a degree, that they are not 
to be pafled but flantwife, the landing place being fre- 
quently above a mile below the place of embarkation, and 
heavy veffels, built erf" timber, could not be brought up 
againft the ftream to ferve again. 

They therefore make large boats of a kind of baiket- 
work, which they cpver.with, fkins- . As there .muft al- 

t We marched every other day about four coflcs only, with fuch a train of 
baggage, as was almc^ -impofllble (o be kept in order ; we pafled through 
woods, and over mountains thick of buAies, whefp many can:)ek p^rithed ; and 
many people tired ,with the- difficulties of an impaflable way, went away* , 
to' Agra, and all complained. I lofirmy tents>and carts, but by midnight we 
met again. The king reded two days ; for the Lefkars could not in lefs. 
time recover their order } many of the king's women, and thoufands of 
coaches, carts, ai\d cancels, lyipg in the woody mountains without meat or 
wac«r. He. himfelf got through on a fmall Elephant that will climb up rocks, 
and pafs fuch flraj($,- that no h(kfe 9t be^I haye feen^ can follow him. 

Sir T. Ree'i Journal 

ways 
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ways be great plenty of hides in fo numerous an army, 
they are eafily made. They are very light and manageable, 
and yet will carry above fifty horfe, and are capable of 
tranfporting the heavieft artillery. 

It is owing entirely to an ignorance of the manners of 
the Afiatics, that many people imagine they can never be 
made foldiers. It may perhaps be ftiewn that they never 
will, whilft the fame wretched government and abhor- 
rence of innovation fubfifts : but thofe are greatly mil^ 
taken, who attribute their dread of fire arms, and parti- 
cularly of artillery, to a daftardly difpofition, and an in- 
vincible timidity. 

The true caufe lies in the inexperience of their leading 
men, who never underftood the advantages of difcipline, 
and who have kept their infantry upon too low a footing. 
Their cavalry (which are, among" them, very refpedlable, 
and alfo well paid) though not backward to engage with 
fabres, are extremely unwilling to bring their horfes within 
the reach of our guns ; fo that they do not decline an en- 
gagement fo much through fear for their lives, as for their 
fortunes, which are all laid out in the horfe they ride on. 
As an inftance of the alFedion they contrad for fo fervice- 
able a creature, Morarow, the general of the Marattas, 
having had his favourite horfe fhot, mourned for him three 
days, after their manner, that is to fay, was fo long with- 
out his turban. 

SycH of the natives as have been difeiplined and en- 
couraged by Eufopeans, and formed into a regular infantry, 

under 
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under officers of their own, and generally known by the 
name of Sepoys, have familiarized themfelves to fire arms, 
and behaved well behind walls ; and when we give them 
ferjeants to lead them on, they make no contemptible 
figure in the field. 

Nothing is fo ruinous to their military affairs, as 
the falfe notion which is generally entertained among 
them, and chiefly by their commanders, in relation 
to artillery. They are terrified with that of the ene- 
my, and foolifhly put a confidence in their own ; 
and what is the mc^ fatal miftake, they place their 
dlief dependance on the largcft pieces, which they 
neither know how to manage nor move. They give 
them pompous and founding names, as the Italians, do 
to their guns, and have fome pieces which carry a ball of 
feventy pounds. When we march round them with our 
light field pieces, and make it necefilary to move thofe 
enormous weights, their bullocks, which are at beft very 
uritradtable, if a Ihot comes among them, are quite un- 
governable; and at. the fame time are fo ill harnefied, 
that it caufes no fmall delay to fi-ee the reft fi-om any 
one that (hall happen to be unruly or flain. 

In war with the Afiatics alone, we have a much greater 
advantage in their being fo very tenacious of their old 
manners^ than in their want of bravery. Not only the Prince 
himfelf, but every Raja, who has the command of all the 
forces he can bring into the field, be they more or Ie{s, al- 
ways appears among them mounted on an Elephant, and 
is at once the General and enfign, or ftandard of that corps, 

a who 
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who keep their eyes conftantly on him ; and if they lofe 
fight of him for a toomcnt, conclude rfiat all is loft. 
Thus we find, Aureng^ebe g^ed two battles by the trea-s 
chery of thofe who defired his two viiftorious brothers to 
get down from their Elephants, mount their horiibs, and 
purfue the vanquiflied : their troops miffing them, imme- 
diately difperfed. The fanie pra^ioe, continued to this 
day, affords our engineers a fair opportunity of deciding 
the fate of a whole detachment, by one well directed dif- 
charge of a fix pounder : and tho(^ enormous beafts, nour 
ieem to be brought into field for no other end but to be 4t 
mark for our artillery. It is faid, they begin to Ice the: 
danger of this pratStice, but furely that might have been, 
found long fince ; for before the ufe of artillery, the Gene- 
ral, thus diftinguidied, was in like manner expofed to 
the arrows of a whole army, and yet we always find them 
in the lame perilous ftation. Porus is faid to have been 
pierced with nine arrows, and to have fiink from his Ele- 
phant with innumerable wounds* It (hould Teem {uobable,.. 
that not merely their regard for antj^nt manners, but the 
expediency of keeping their troops together by this iignal,, 
will induce them to continue the iame method ; the neccf- 
fity of which will appear fi-ona the conduA and fuccefs of 
Aurengzebe, who, when he found his army giving way 
en every fide, ordered chains to be faftened about the kgs: 
of hi& Elephant, to convince them that he would not give- 
the example of flight; and that thofe to whom his life 
was dear or interefting, could preferve it by no other means 
but firmly maintaining their ground. It may perhaps be a. 
iirther illuftration of this practice, to fbew the conformity 
of cuftoms among remote and different barbarous nations^, 
unskilled in the military fcience. 

3. Jh, 
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In the hiftorles o( America, we find Montezuma repre- 
iented as performing no part of a general, but only fitting 
in an exalted ftage on men*s fhoulders, and ierving as a 
conipicuous iland^d to his troops. 

To fhew that they themfelves are fenfible of the danger 
of being thus cxpofed, they will fometimes avail them- 
felves of the only device that can afford them any fecurity. 
For it has been obferved, that feveral Elephants caparifon^d 
ahke, with riders in the fame rich and fplendid habits, 
have appeared in different parts of the field on the fame 
day. 

Another great obftacle to their fuccefs in war, is. 
their fuperftition, and particularly their ftri<5l obfervance of 
lucky and unluckv days, which often prevents them from, 
taking the moft obvious advantages of an enemy. 

Being fond of all kinds of beads of prey, they keep 
great nmnbers of them, and often vifit them before they 
give battle ; and if they find them heavy and dull, they 
think it a bad omen, and a reafon fufiicient to poApone 
their, intended defign of an a^on ; and on the other hand, 
the accidental fnry of the animal is regarded as a happy 
omen of fuccefs. Tlicy have alfo a cuftom of marching 
two wild beafts, mofl commonly elephants ; and having 
^ven their own name to the one, and that of the enemy 
to the other, they bring them together to fight in prefence 
of their afmy ^ but in this ciiftom, they are not altogether 
to be^ condemned for fuperfHtious fbOy, fince they have the 
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policy to make it a very unequal match, and to give their 
own name to the ftrongeft. 

The art of influencing the vulgar to engage in any 
great undertaking, by the aid of thefe prejudices, is rare, 
where the chiefs are themfelves alfb fuperftitious : but it 
frequently happens, that great obAacles are by thefe means 
thrown in their way, and many of their defigns made to 
mifcarry by artful people. In order to give an authentic 
reprefentation of fuch pradices, the following extra<3: of a 
letter from Colonel Lawrence, to the Govo'nor of Fort Sl. 
George, is here inferted. 

** We made one march nearer the enemy, and intend- 
** ed to have pofted ourfelves this day on the road between 
" WandewaQi and Pondichery, but were prevented by 
" the following unforefeen accident. For fome dayspaft,. 
" the black people attending the camp, have been very 
<* fickly, and fome of them died every day, and that by 
" almoft inftantaneous deaths, owing partly to the feafbn. 
" of the year, and in fome meafure to bad water. A 
" Bramin, moft probably employed by the enemy, came 
** into our camp, and by pretending infpirations, he 
" gathered about him a crowd of Malabar people ;, thefe 
" he threatened with the vengeance of their gods if they, 
" followed the camp, and very artfully infinuated, that 
" the prefent reigning ficknefs amongfl: them, was a pur 
" nifhment inflided on them by their god, who was of- 
*' fended at their remaining with the £ngli(h. Upon. 
" this, all the * Cooleys deferted.'* 

* 9kck« who 9K hired to cany the bagQtgs, and fometimes to draw the 
gun$. 

But 
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But what is the greatcft obftacle of all, to their becom- 
ing a military people, is, that thofe who have once had fuch 
fiicce^ in the neld, as to obtain the name of Fortunate, be- 
ing thereby confidered as invincible, and in confequence 
unmolefted for a time, are willing to fave the needlels ex- 
pence of an army. For this realbn there are few veterans^ 
and moft of their armies contift of an afl^mblage of va- 
rious^ people haAily brought together from different parts;, 
fo that there can be no fuch thing as difcipline, without 
which, numbers are but an impediment, and bravery 
inef]^<^ua].. 

Notwithstanding they have (o feverely fuffered by 
being furprized in the night by the Europeans ; they can- 
never be brought to eftabliih either order or vigilance 
in their camp : and when they have a<Sted with us as 
allies, the moft earneft remonftranoes could, never prevail, 
with them to be Sufficiently upon their guard, when in 
the ndghbourhood of the French, or to quit their ground in 
the f morning,, to co-operate with us in furprizing the enemy. 

At the clofe of the evening, every man eats an incon- 
ceivable quantity of rice, and many take after it fome kind- 
of ibporinc drugs; fo that about mid-night, the whole 
army is in a dead fleep : the confequence of thefe habits is 
obvious ; and yet it would appear a ftrange proportion to an 
Eaitern Monarch, to endeavour to perfuade him, that the 
fecurity of his throne depended upon the regulation of 
the meals of a common foldier : much lefs would he be 
prevailed on to reftrain him inthe uie of that opium,, which- 

t See Page 204, 
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is to warm his Wood far afiion, and animate his foul with 
hcrqifm. It liitift fill the mind of aii European foldiet at 
once with cxjmpaffion and contemptj to fee a heap of thefe 
poor creatures, folely animated by a momentary intoxica- 
tion, crowded into a breach, and both in their garb and 
impotent fury, refembling a ihob of frantic wome^. 

•There is certainly an appearance of effeminacy iri theEaf- 
tcrh drefs, which has at all times greatly contributed to leflen 
their military charaAer with the European nations,' who, 
from their own habits and prejudices, will naturally re- 
ceive a ftrange imprefHon, upon feeing a body of horfe in 
fitk or cotton robes. Thefe laft mentioned particulars . 
are not infifted on as any part of the aigument; the 
foregoing accounts will fufficicntly dcraoimrate, that a 
nation under fuch tircumftances, can never become a 
military people. 

And yet, there is no charader they are fo fond of as 
that of a warrior-; and as they ha?e no ot^r notion of 
government, they have been, from time immemorial, con- 
tinually at war with one another. They will ftill ,f alk in* a 
very hi^ ftrain of ttieif pafSon for mifirary^ory ;. and as 
thtf word ;*/»!', in tiieir language, fignifies a folcner, it will 
appear, by the frequency of that temiination to ttioft of the 
names metitibned in the following Iheets, KoW generally 
they affcia' the' hcroour of that title. 

XJfdJt this occafion, ft would' be great mjuftice to oor 
commanders on the coaft of Coromandel,' not to obferve, 

that 
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that they have alvtrays had to contend with a fuperior 
body of Europeans, conduded by leaders of experience and 
rank in the FreiKh army. 

Thxjs far it has been requisite to relate fucfa of the Afiay 
tic mannen, as may give ibme light to the accounts of 
their military operations ; and it might perhaps be not al» 
tiogether unpleafing t£> the reader, nor ufele^ on this occa* 
fion, to relate ibme farther particulars of the Moors, who 
are 'the governing people of India, and particularly of the 
Mogul. To> enter into a minute defeription of the euiloms,^ 
lof the Indians, though they were the original inhabi-' 
tants (befides that Bernier, Thevenot,. Tavemier, and * 
others, have treated of them at large) is not the defign of 
this work, and more particularly belongs to the cpm-^ 
merdal hiftory of thefe countries. But for the illuflra- 
tion of the events of war^ the manners of the f Moors; 
who hayie ufurped the government, are chiefly to be. 
examined into. 

It is extremely difficult to give any recent account of 
thefe princes, as they are by cuftom proud, have a con- 
tempt for other nations,, and admit no (xie to their courts,, 

* There is a very good aocounc by Terry, cbaphun to Sir Thomas RoeV 
emba%, printed aloog with the Engjilh tranlkcioo of Fietro de la Valle't^ 
travels to the Malabar coaft. 

f It is a great impropriety to call the Mahometan-ufurpera of India by 
the name of Moors : and yet, as the writers of all nations have always, 
given then that appeUation» it would, now he a greater inpsopnety to de*- 
yiate from that ulage.. 

unlef&i 
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unlefs it be flich as by any peculiar talent may happen to 
adminifter to the gratification of fome prefent fancy, or to 
the relief of any diforder they may labour under. They 
have an implicit faith in the abilities of the European phy- 
£cians. It is. owing to this opinion, that Bernier was en- 
abled to give Co ample and authentic an account of the life 
and manners of Aurengzebe. He travelled with him in his 
cxtraorciinary journey to Cachemire, of which he has given 
a clear, comprehenfive, and moft entertaining journal. 
As Bernier's whole account of the Mogul £mpire, is fo 
full and inftrudiive, it is much more proper to recommend 
the perufal of it to the reader, than to tranfcribe, as is too 
pfteii the pracSlice, from a book that is in every body's 
hands, and which is, throughout, full of ufe and enter- 
tainment. 

But on the other hand, where there are books that, 
amidft a quantity of ufelefs matter, have ibme few curious 
particulars ; or when any fcarce trad is cither out of print, 
or only to be found among large colledions ; in fuch cafe, 
it may be allowable to give extradls of the moft ufeful 
parages. The juftnefs of the foregoing obfervation, 
will be {hewn,: if the majority of readers ihall happen to be 
unacquainted with the journal of fo eminent a perfon as 
Sir Thomas Roe, who was ambailador from James I. to 
the Mogul Jehan Guire.. As no Englifliman lias lately 
had the opportunity of {o familiar an intercourfe with thofe 
Monarchs, the accounts given by him of the fplendor of 
the Mogul, Co greatly diminifhed of late years, with fbme 
particulars of his private life, may not improperly be here 
inlerted : and it is to be remarked, that fo ftrid is their 

attachment 
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ftttachtnent to antieixt manners, that they never change 
their modes of life or fafhions ; and therefore whoever 
reads a defcripdon of them in any diftant time, Will have 
ft moft exsid reprefentiiticHi of their preiefit manners. 

Extfafl of a Letter from Sir Thomas RoE, 
to ^ ArchbifliOp of Canurhmyi dated' 

<f d^^j^^ffE SJ^ people hcpo&no Writien Lawsy the Kings 

Jl^ judgment hinds \ who jhs and gtvei feritence onde 

a week- it^tB^ much patience y both in xivit and 

triminal cauJeSf where fometimes he fees the esiecutidri dorie 

fy his Elephants .with t6o much delight in blood. 

His Governors of provinces rule ty htsFirmanSy which . 
are his- letters or commiffions authorizing them^ and take life 
and goods at pleaf tire. 

In revenue he doHhtlefs exceeds either Turk drPerJtatly 
or eem Bofierft Prince^ thefums J dare not name : ]bt4 tBe 
reafon^ all the landi are hisy no man has a fool. lie main- 
tains all that are not mechahks\ By revefiue's hefiphed on 
thenty reckoned by horfes\ and the allowance of many is 
greater than the efiates of German Princes, All men vife 
to greater and greater Lordfiips as they advance infamdPy 
which is got by frequent prefentSy rich and rare. The Mogul 
is heir to all that diey as well thofe that gained it by their 
indufiijy as merchantSy &c, as thofe that live by him. He 

b takes 
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takes all their money y only leaving the widow and daughters 
what he pleiifes. To the fons ofthofe that die worth two or. 
three millions^ he gives fome fmall Lordjhip to begin the 
world anew. The . King .Jits .otit in three. feveral places, 
three times of the day, except fomething extraordinary hin- 
der him:, an hour at noon to fee his elephants fight y from 
four till five to enttrtain all comer Sy to hefeen and wdr-\ 
piped 'y from nine till midnight amidft his principal mm in 
more familiarity y being below among theffu 

• jill the policy of his fiate is to keep the greatejl men about 
himy or to pay them afar off liberally *. There is no councily 
hut every officer gives the King his opinion apart, - He 
(meaning yehan Guirey Grandfather of Aurengzebe) is 
of countenance cheerfuly and not proud in naturcy but only 
by habit and cuflomy for at night he is very affable and full 
<f gentle converfation„ 

The buildings are all bafe, of mudy onefiory high, 1 
know not by what policy the Kingfeeks the ruin of all the 
antieni cities which were nobly built y and now lie defolate 
and in rubbifb. His own houfes are of fioncy handfome 
and uniform. His great men build noty for want of inheri- 
Jancey and as far as I have yet feeny live in tents or houfes 
worfe than our cottages^ 

* And whether at Itome or abroad, to keep a great number of fpies continuaU/ 
abovt theoh 
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A Letter of the fame date from Sir Thomas Roe, to the 

Eail-India Companjr. 

** ydT my firfl audience^ the Mogul prevented me in 
fpeechy bidding me welcome as to the brother of the 
King my mafier : and after many compliments^ I delivered 
bis Majefiys letter y with a copy of it in Perfian : then I 
Jbewed my commijfton^ and delivered your prefentSy that is, 
the coach y the virginals y the knivesy a fcarf embroidered^ 
and a fword of my own. Hey fitting in his fiatey could not 
well fee the coach y butfent many to view it y and caufed the 
mufician to play on the virginalsy which gave him content. 
At nighty having Jiaid the coachman and muficiany he came 
dorwn into a court y got into the coachy and into every comer 
of ity caufing it to be drawn about. Then hefent to mcy 
though it was ten oclotk at nighty for afervant to put on 
his fcarf and fword after the Englifh fajhiony of which he 
was fo proudy that he walked up and down flourijbing it, 
and has never fince been feen without it. But after the 
Englijh were come awayy he ajked the Jefuity whether the 
King of England was a great Kingy that fent prefents of 
fo fmall valucy and that he looked for fome jewels. 

There is nothing more welcome herCy nor did I ever fee 
men fo fond of drinky as the King and Prince are of red 
wine, whereof the Governor of Surat fent upfome bottles y 
and the King has ever fince folicited for more: I think four 
or five cajks of that wine will be more welcome than the 
ricbeft jewels in Cheapfide,^* 

Extrafts 
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. 5^xtra<58 from Sir Thomas Roe's JournaL 

". 'T'HE King having been far gone over night in wine^ 
fdme, kawever accidentally or maHcioufiy\ /poke ^the 
lafi merry nighty and that matty of the nobility drank wine^ 
which none muft do without leave. The King forg<itting 
his order ^ afied who gave ity and anjwer was made the 
Buckjh.ee\ for no man dares fey it war the King wheh he. 
inakes a doubt of it. The cufiom is, that when the King 
drinks, wh'ich is alone, fometimes he wiU command the no^ 
bility to drink after him, which if they d^ not, it is koked 
iifon as. a crim<e : and Jo every man that. takes ^ cap^jfwins 
of the offlcer, has his name writ down, and he makes his- obei- 
Jance, though perhapsthe Kings eyes are clouded.' The King 
not remembering his vain command,, called the Buckjhee, and 
a/ked whether' he gave the order, who falfely denied it, for 
he had it from the King,, and, by name called all that drank 
yoith the Embajfador. The King then called for ■ the lijf, 
and the perfons. named in it, am fined fame one,fome two^ 
and fame three thoufand roupees ; andfom^ that were nearer 
hiiperfon^ he caufed to be whipped b^ore him, they receiv- 
ing a hundred and tJsirty ftripes with a terrible infhumenty 
having at J;he ends of four cords, irons likefpur-rffwels, fo 
that every fir oke made four wounds. When they lay for 
dead on the ground^ he commanded the fianders-by tojpurn 
them^ and. after that, . the porters to break their fiqves on 
them. Thus mofi crUelly mangled and bruifid they were 
carried out : one of them died on thefpot^ fomer would have 
excufed it by lining it on the Embajfador, but the King re^ 

plied 
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filed he only ordered a cup or two to be given bim» Drun- 
kennefs is a common vice, and an exercife of the Kings, yet 
it isJoftriBly forbidden^ that no man can enter the Guzel- 
can when the King fits, but the porters fmell his breath, 
and if he have but tajied wine, he is not fuffered to come 
in, and if the reafon of his abfence be but known, it will be a 
difficult matter to efcape the whip ; for if the King (met 
takes offence, the father will not fpeak for the fon 

The fecond of September was the Kings birth-day, and 
kept with great folemnity. On this day the King is weighed 
againfi fome jewels, gold, filver., fluffs of gold, filver, and 
filks butter, rice, fruit, and many other things, of every 
fort a Uttl^, which is all given to the Bramins, 

He was Jo rich in jewels, that I own in my life I never 

fawfiuh ineJHmable wealth together. The time was fpent 

in bringing his greatefi elephants before him.*, fonie of 

which being lord-elephants, had their chains, bells, and 

furniture of gold at^d fiher, with many gilt banners and 

flags carried about them, and eight or ten elephants wait- 

ing on each of them, cloathed in gold, filk, and filver. 

In this manner about twelve companies paffed by mojl 
richly adorned, the firfl having all the plates on his head 
and breafl fet with rubies and emeralds, being a beafi of 
wonderful bulk and beauty. They all bowed down before 
the King, making their reverence very handfomely: this 
wasthefineJlfi!)owofbeaJlsIeverfaw, 
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1 found tbz NhgUi fitting tm lyis thhme'^ and a h^gar 
at his feet y a poor felfy oldman^ all ragged and patched. 
The country abounds in this fort of prof e^td poor h>lymen\ 
th^ are called FaJxert*^ and' held in great ^mmration : and 
in works of mort^ation and voluntary fuffermg, Ihey oatt^ 
do all that ever has been pretended either hy Hereticks or 
Idolaters, This miferable wretch cloathed in ragSy crowned 
with feat her Sy and covered with ajbesy his Majtfiy talhd 
with about an hour fo familiarly y and with fuch feeming 
Undnefsj that it niufi needs argue an huimlity not foiind 
eafily atnong Kings. The b^gar faty which the Kings's 
fon dares not do. He gave, the King a prefent of a cake 
x^/xsft/ with afresy burnt on the coalsy and made ly himfelf 
of coarfe grain, which the King willingly acceptedy broke 
a bit and eat //, which a nice perfon could fear ce have 
•done ; then he took the^ clout thai wrapped it <upy and put it 
into the poor 9hm»i bofonty andfentfora hundred roupees^ 
and with his own hand potirea them into ■ tie fbor mans 
k^y e^nd gathered ttp fn- him what fell hefides. When his 
^llatiw or banquety and drink came, whatfoever be took 

* There are fsw books 6f Vojniges among the Turks or In4ians which do ami 
make mention of the Fakeers or Joguies. The former is ^ Turlufh word, and figiufi^ 
poor, the latter is the Indian name for thefe extraordinary faints, for fuch they are 
tefteemed, and are called Santos at Cairo, and in many other parts. It is well known 
that the veneration paid to the numerous body of the(e worthiefs and infoient beggars, 
is owing to the opinion of extnordmary faoAity which a few of this feEt acquire by the 
. • performance of certain lingular and fantaftical vows. Some haVe made a vow to hold 
their arms above^theirhead till they contrad a ftilfiteft, and can never be moved : others 
■(o keep their hands clenched till their muls grow throU|rii them : otiiers to fit in chairs 
full of (harp nails, to drag a heavy chain, to cany vaK weights about their necks, or 
'fire on their heads. Som« years ago one of thefe made a vow to meafure the length of 
the whole empire with his own body; and at this time there is a Fakecr who every day 
rolls himfelf round the rock at T<icUnop(rfy, which is a mile in circumference. 

- to 
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io^eat he irttke and gave tie ieggur half'y and rifin§j tfter 
many bumiUdtipm and charities^ the ttld .wretch not being 
nimble^ Retook "bm up in his armsy though wt cleanly per/on 
ditrft ba>v8 touched 'bmi and embracing bim three timesy 
Jayiffg hh hand itpon his hearty and callmg him father , l^t 
iifH and aU of us in admratUm^ 

While the Kif^ afpeated at the v^ndcWy two pimtchs 
flood on two treffus with long polet, andfeatbet-fans at the 
end ofthemi ffnning him* He beftowed many favour Sy and 
received prefents* At one fide in a windof» were his two 
principal wivesy whofe curiofity made them break little h^ 
in a grate of- reed that bung before- «f, to guxe on me: I 
fi^ fiifi their fingersy and t^ny they laying thur face dofcy 
firft the one and tbm the othtry I could fometimts difcem 
their full proportion* They were indifferently whitty with 
blacKhair fmoothed t^ : but if there had been no &ther lights 
their diamonds and pearls hadfuficedto ft>ow them. Wheti 
I looked up they retired, and were fo merry y that Jfupptfed 
they laughed at me. On ^fudden the King rofty we retired 
to the Durbar y and fat on the carpet Sy attending his com- 
ing out. Not long efter be came and fat about half an 
houry till his Ladies at their door had mounted their ele- 
phants, which were about fifty, all of them richly adomedy 
but chiefly with turrets on their Mcksy all enclofed with 
grates of gold wire to lobk through, and Canopies over of 
^chth of filver. Thert the King c<ime down the flairs with 
fuch an acclamation of health to the Kingy as would have 
out roared cannon. At jhe foot' of the flairs, where I 
met him, and fii>ujp^d to be. nexty one brought a mighty 

carpy 
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darpy another a, cUJb of white fiuffiihji^trej^i 4nid which^ 
he put bis fingery and touched thefjby andfo rubbedit on 
his forehead: a ceremony ufid.prefaging good fortune* 
Then another came iamdgirt on insfwordy and hung on his 
buckler yfet all .over with diamonds and rubiesy the belts of 
gold fuitable : another hung on Us quiver, with thirty ar^ 
rowsy and his bow in a cajey being the fame that was pre- 
fented by the Perfian Embaffddor^ On his head h4 wore a 
rich turbanty with a plume of Heron tfedthersy ngt many, 
but long : on the one fide a ruby unfet as big as a walnut y on 
the other fide a diamond as large \ in the middle an emerald 
much bigger* His fiaff was wound about, with a chain of 
great pearly rubies and diamonds drilled, , .About his neck 
lie wore a chain of three firings of mofl excellent pearly the 
largefi I ever f aw. Above his elbows y armlets fet with 
diamondsy and on his wriflsy three, rows of fever al forts ^ 
ins hands barOy but almofi on every finger a ring j his 
glomes y which were Englifb, fiuck under his girdle* .His 
coat of cloth of gold without fieevesy upon afinefemian as 
thin as lawn* On his feet a pair of bufkins embroidered with 
pearly the toes fharp and turning up, Thus armed and acf- 
coutredyhe went to the coach that attended him with his new 
Englifij fervanty who was eloatbed as rich as any play er^, 
and more gaudy y and had broke four horfesy which were 
trapped and harneffed in gold and velvets. This was the 
firfl coach he ever fat /«, made by that fent out of England^ 
andfo like y that I knew it not but by the cover y which was ^ 
Perfian gold velvet. He fat at the endy and on eachfid^ 
fwent two eunuchsy who carried fmall .maces of gold fet all 
over with rubies y with a long bunch of horfe-tail to fiap tj^e 

flies 
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jJKftf away* Before him went drums, bafe trumpets, and 
hud mufick ; many canopies, umirellat, and other Jiraitge 
•nfigns ofmajifiy, made oftloth of gold^ fet in many places 
witb rubies. Nine led borfes, the furniture all garniped, 
fime with pearls and emeralds, fome only with fiuds ena-r 
mdUd,. The Perfian Embajfador prefented him a horfe. 
N£xt behind c«M three palankeens, the carriages and feet 
•of one plaiedwitb gold, fet at the ends with fiones, and 
4:m)ered with crimfon velvety embroidered with pearl, and 
fringes of great pearly banging in ropes a foot deep, a 
Merder about it fit with ri^ies and ema^alds : and a foot- 
man carried a footfiaol of gold fet with fiones. The othec 
two palanheem were covered ^d lined only with cloth of 
gold. NextfoUmoed the Englifh coach n^oly covered and 
richly ladormd^ which he bad given to ^^ueen Nourmabal^ 
who fat in it. After them a third, in which f of bisyoitngefi 
font* 77^. followed above twenty elephants royal, led for 
^m to mount, fo rich infioms andfurnitt^re that tbeyglitr 
tered like, the fun. Every elephant had fundry flags of 
cloth of fiher, gilt fattin and tajfety. His noblemen he 
fufered to walk on foot^ which I did to the gate, and left 
Mm, His IVives on their elephants were carried half a 
mik behind him. 

When he came before the door, where was his eldefi fan 
• kept prifoner, he flayed the coach, and called for him. He 
came and made reverence, with a fword and buckler in 
his hand, his beard grown to his middle, afign of disfavour* 
The King commanded him to mount one ^ the f pare ele- 
phants, andfo rode next to him, with extraordinary applaufe 

d and 
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and joy of all men^ who are now filled with new hopes. 7%e 
King gave him one thoufand roupees to cafi to the people. 
His yailory Afaph Chan^ and all thofe monfiersy were yet 
on foot : I took horfe to avoid the croud and other incon-- 
veniencesj and crojfed out of the Lejkar before him^ waiting 
till he came near his tents. He pajfed all the way between 
a guard of elephants y having every one a turret on his 
backy and on the four corners of eachyfour banners ofyel^ 

. low taffetyy and right before a piece of cannon carrying a 
bullet as big as a tennis^bally the gunner behind it. They 
were in all about three hundred. Other elephants of fate 

. went before y and behind y about fix hundredy all of which 
were covered with velvety or cloth of gold y and had two or 
three gilded banners : feveral footmen rati along the way 
withjkins of water to lay the duft before the King. No horfe 
or man was fujfered to come within two furlongs of the 
coach y except thofe that walked by on foot ; fo that I hafled 
to his tents to attend his alighting. They were walled in 
about half an Englijlj mile in compafsy inform of a forty with 

feveral angles and bulwarks y and high curtains of a coarfe 

fiuff made like arras y red on the out fide y and within figures 
in panesy with a handfome gatehoufe ; evtry pofi that bore 
thefe up was headed with brafs. The throng was great : I 
had a mind to go iny but no one was permittedy the greatefi 
in the land fitting at the door ; however I made an offer y 
and they admitted mey but refufedthe Perfian Embaffador. 
In the midfi of this court was a throne of Mother of Pearly 
borne on two pillars raifed on earthy covered over with a high 
tenty the pole headed with a knob of gold : under that y can- 
. nopies of cloth of goldy and under^foot carpets. When the 

King 
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King entered^ every man cried joy and good fortune^ and Jo 
we took our places. He called for water, wajhed his bands, 
and departed. His women went infome other way to their 
apartments, and his f on I faw not. 

Within this inclofure were about thirty divifions with 
tents. All the noblemen retired to theirs, which were in 
excellent forms, fome all white, fome green, fome mixed, all 
inclofed as orderly as any houfe, in the mojl magnificent 
manner I ever faw. The vale Jhowed like a beautiful 
city, for the baggage made no confufion ; / was ill pro^ 
vided with carriages, and afhamed of my equipage ; for 
five years allowance would not have provided me an in- 
different tent anfwerable to others, and to add to the gran- 
deur, every man has two, fo that one of them goes before 
to the next ground andisfet up a day before the King rifes 
from the place where he is. 

ACircumftance which may appear trifling, will 
greatly contribute to compleat the idea which Sir 
Thomas Rob has given us of the Moors in India. 

It happened there was among the prefents, a pi<5ture 
of Venus leading a Satyr by the nofe. The Mogul when 
he faw this, (hewed it to his courtiers, and bid them 
remark the aAion of the woman, the blacknefs of the 
Satyr's fkin, and other particulars, giving them to under- 
ftand, he confidered it as a refleftion on the people of 
Afia, whom he fuppofed to be reprefented by the Satyr, 
as being of their complexion ; and that the Venus lead- 
ing 
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itig hki^ bf die nde, tknt>ted £he great powet tijc wonof^ 
i&thk:d3Uh6ty h$cve^ over the mcQ.. .' . 

It was indeed too. appofite tn cmblesi^ *nd thi«> 
together with the annexed pidure, taken from real life 
•'iii the country, will; give a.juft reprcfentatioii of the 
injcurious indolence in which they patis the gresiteft- paii 
•<sf their lives, eaccept when .they are at war. As they; iit 
for the moft part (when they are not with their vomen) 
upon then* iofas, fmoaking, : and amufing them&lv^ . with 
-thdrjeweis, taking coffee or {wect-meats^ feeii^ ^ir 
titiatls ^ght, or inch like paftimes ; nothiog iit^rpriaee 
-them, fo <much as to fee: a European walk about a room } 
-and. rione but their very young people evet jride fcir 

'•^kmufement or exercifb only. . . , . , , . , 

• .^•' ■. ■. ■■*,• ■> ' , • • -. , . , 

Though Sir Thomas Roe represents, the pride. of the 

Mogul as fcarcely fupportable to an Englijfhman, yet 

' that Embaflkdor appears to havie! been favoured ifr a ^ery 

^ektrabrdinary manner. The extreme disregard which 

the Aiiatic Soverei^s naturally have for £ur<4>eans, is 

fully fet forth in the following extraft from M. de Bully's 

-ifitter publifKed in Mr. Duplex** Memoirs. It is aiijuft 

i«and moil authentic pidhu-e of the haughty demeanor and 

' ^(Hlming arrogance of thofe people, and wiljl prove what 

^ has been ^advanced of .the very little iotercourfe we could 

iiave had with them. 
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ExtraEi of a Letter from M de Buf^^. 

POUR bien apprecier letat prcfent de la nation Fran- 
9oife dans T Inde, il faut fe rapeller ces terns d' hu- 
miliations ou les Francois etoient forces pour le bien de 
leur commerce, d'aller timidiment porter leurs prefens & 
leur hommages 4 de petis chefs de Bourgades que nou» 
n^admetons aujourd'hui a nos Dorbards, que lorique nos 
intcr^ts I'exigent ; Je ne parle pas dun terns bien eloignc, 
il n y a que fix ans que ce changment a commence ; alors 
le Nabob d'Arcate tout petit Seigneur qu'il etoit, com- 
pare au Souba du Dekam dont il n'etoit que le Fermier 
traiter avec nous comme un Souverain avec fes fujcts. 
II prenoit, en ecrivant a nos Gouverneurs, un ton d'au- 
torite bien humiliant pour la nation Francoife. Nous ne 
paroiffions qu'en fupplians, & toujpurs charges de prefens 
qu'il exigeoit comme un tribut. Quelqu*un de fes bas- 
officiers approchoit il de Pondichery, on envoyoit par 
deputation le recevoir au loin, avec de grandes marques 
de confideration. En un mot, quiconque fe difoit en- 
voy e de fa part, etoit aflure d'etre craint, refpe<9be charge 
de prefens de la n6tre. II falloit, difoit on, tout mettre en 
ufage pour ne point irriter cespetits tyrans, dont le reflen- 
timent pouvoit porter un prejudice considerable au com- 
merce. Il etoit inoui alors qu'un Souba du Dekam abaiflat 
fa fierte jufqu* 4 ecrire a.un Commandant General des 
Francois, (^and Nifam Elmoulouk, pere du Nabab reg- 
nant, vint dans la province d'Arcate pour reprendre liir 
ies Marattea la ville dc Trichenapoly, toutes les nations 

- e * Ew-. 
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Europeennes s'eijiprefferent a lui donner des marques dc 
leur foumiffion & mirent tout en ufege pour gagner faf 
bienveillance. Daigna-t'il ccrire a aucun de ceux qui les' 
f eprefentoient ? Non fans doute ; il ne daigna pas m^me 
honorer d'un de fes regards les riches prefens qu'on jettoit 
refpeiElueufement a fes pieds, comme un hommage de: 
dependance. Quelles etoient les bornes des eflablifTments 
de la compagnie avant I'expedition qui m*occupe depuis 
quatre ans ? Pondichery, Carikal, Chandernagor en com- 
pofoient a peu pres toute T^tendue. Pouroit-on franchir 
ces bornes fans faire des bafl^fles & des prefens, pour 
en obtenir la permiflion des Faufledars oii. Fermiers du 
pays ? 

A Tranflation of tic foregoing^ 

^0 form a true judgment of the advantageous change 
in the affairs of the French in India^ tve mufi go back 
to thofe times when they were obliged y for the inter efi of 
their commerce^ in afervile manner to carry their prefentSy 
and pay their homage to. thofe petty chiefs whom we do Ttot- 
at prefent deign to admit to our Durbar y except when 
' fome particular interefi requires it, I f peak not of difiant 
tipiesy this change is within tbefe fix years* It was no lon- 
ger ago that the Nabob of Arcoty inconfiderable as he is in 
regard to the Souba of the Deckany for he is. but a farmer 
of his revenues y behaved to us as ajovereign to hisfubje^si 
His letter to our Governors ran in a ftrain of authority 
opprobrious to the French nation. We never appeared be- 
fore him but asfuppliants carrying prefentSy which he con- 
, tinually 
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tinually exaBied from us. If any even of his inferior 
officers came towards Pondichery, formal deputations were 
fent out to meet them with the greatefi marks of refpeB, 
Xhe utmofi care was taken to avoid giving offence to thofe' 
petty tyrantSy wbofe refentment might have prejudiced our' 
commerce. 

For a Souba of the Deckan to condefcend to write to the- 
€ommandant General of the French ^ was a thing unheard 
of iind not to be dxpeSied. When Nizam al Mulk, father 
of the reigning Souia^ came into the province of Arcot to 
retake Trinchinopoly from the Marattas, the European 
nations Jlrove who fhould give him the flrongefl marks of 
their fubmijjion, and omitted no means of gaining his fa- 
vour : yet he deigned not to write to any of the Governors' 
who reprefented thofe nations,, and hardly honoured with a 
look the rich prefents, laid with all imaginable refpeSi at his- 
feet, as a token of their homage and dependence. 

What were the hounds of the .Conipany s ejlablijhtnents 
before the expedition which has taken me up thefe four years? 
Pondichery, Carical and Chandernagorey were the whole of 
their extent : thofe bounds could not bepajjed without fub- ^ 
mijfton and prefentSy to obtain leave from the farmers of 
the revenue. 
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IT is evident from this letter, how few Europeans Iiave 
of late been acquainted with the interior parts of the 
country. But M. de Bufly, hy accompanying Solabatzing 
in all his motions, and fome of our own countrymen, 
from their intimate and familiar intercourfe with the 
governing people in * Bengal, have had all advantages of 
information; and it was from a certain knowledge, that 
the mofl ample and inflru<ftivc miaterials for this purpofe 
had been provided in the country, and were now adually 
«> in England, that I deflfled from the defign 1 had once 
entertained of entering on the affairs of Bengal. Befides, 
2 had not engaged in any part of this work many weeks, 
before there appeared fome Memoirs of the Revolutions 
in Bengal, publifhed by a perfbn principally concerned 
in them, which anticipated my purpofe of giving a flight 
view ofriiofe affairs: And whenever the publick fhall 
be favoured by thofe who are fo capable and fo well pre- 
pared thoroughly to explain not only the fecret fprings " 
of the great events and revolutions, but alfb the civil, 
commercial, and natural hiflory of Bengal, it will ap- 
pear how much more properly the hiflory of that pro- 
vince is left to thofe who had a perfonal fhare in the 
tranfaiSbions, and had themfelves feen and confidered the 
flate of the country. If, contrary to my apprehenfion, 
the fame reafoning ought to have deterred me from at- 
tempting the relation of the war in the other parts of 
India, it will give me great pleafiire to fee the hiflory of 
the Coafl of Coromandel alfo laid before the publick in 
a manner more worthy their attention. 

* When they were at Patna, they bad conftant advices firom Delli. 

Colonel 
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COLONEL LAWRENCE'S 

NARRATIVE of the WAR, 

ON THE 

COAST of COROMANDEL, 

From the Beginning of the Troubles to the Year 1754* 



THE authority of the Nabob Mahomet Alice Cawn having j^^^y. 
been drfputed by the French, was the firft caufe of the 
•war. I (hall endeavour to (hew how he founded his right, 
and with what juftice the French fupported his competitors. I (hall 
trace it from the year 1730, as the di(Ferent appointments, made 
fince that time by the viceroys of the Deckan, have a nece(rary con- 
nexion with many parts of this narrative, and lead to a knowledge 
of the perfbns principally concerned in this fcene of troubles. 

The viceroy of the Deckan, in the year 1730, was called Nizam 
Almuluck. According to his right of nominating a Governor of the 
Carnatick, now more generally known by the name of the Nabob of 
Arcot, he appointed Sadet Alice Cawn, who was fucceeded by his 
nephew Deuft Alice Cawn, who governed in the year 1740. 

JB Chunda 



NARRATIVE OF THE WAR 

Chun DA Saib, a man of no family or riches, but endowed by/ 
nature with talents, and a capacity that made ample amends for 
what fortune had denied him, had the command of a imall diilridl 
of country, and could bring about an hundred horfe into the field. 
He ferved under Deuft AUee Cawn, to whom his genius foon made 
him known, and foufefid, that he advanced him, and marrijsd.himt 
to one of his daughters. 

The kingdom of .Trichinopoly was then under the Gentou go- 
vernment. • The king dying, left no children, and appointed his 
brother's fon to fucceed. The dowager queen> fupported by her 
two brothers,, put in a ctaita tp the regency,, till her ddeft brother's , 
fon was of a fit age to reign. There was a third party formed, by 
a relation of the deceafed king, who demanded the throne as his. 
right, and brought a large army to fupport his pretenfions *. The 
king's party was foon thrown out of the competition, and the di im- 
pute continued between the queen and the king^s relations. The- 
queen applied, to the Nabob of Arcot, and he came to her afliftance, 
and with him Chunda Saib, as his general, who nianaged affairs fo. 
well, that, having weaken'd both, he formed a llronger party for 
himfelf, and waited with, patience till his fcheme was ripe for cxe-. 
cution. Under pretence of a vifit to the queen, he introduced him-, 
felf and fome troops into the town, got pofleflion of i^ put to« 
death all the different competitors, plundered and imprifoned the 
queen, who, finding no r^fource left, poifoned herfelf ; firft burning 
the alcoran on which Chunda Saib had fworn that his only views 
in this vifit were to fhew marks of refpeft and regard.. Thus the. 
government of the kingdom of Trichinopoly was changed in 1738,. 
and ftill continues . under the Nabob of ArcQt; and. is commonly, 
given to one of his neareil relatione . 

In the year 1,740, the Marattas invaded Arcot, and: overthrew 
Deuft AUee Cawn in a battle which coft him his life. His 
fon, Subter AUee Cawn, on his father's death, fled to Ma-- 
drafs, and there obtained the protediion of Mr. Benyon, then gover- 
nor. Soon after he received a grant from. Nizam Almuluck, ap-. 
pointing him Nabob of Arcot; but, in the year 1744, he was 
treacheroufly niurdered, at afeaft made by his brother-in-l»w Moo-r 

• Thp Gentou qiicen'a name was Xjcnachiama. Her competitor, -the king's relation, Trimo- 
Unaik. 
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ON THE COAST OF COHOMANDEt. 

tis Alice Cawn, at VcUourc, a ftrong fort, twelve miles from 1748, 
Arcot* 

CozA Abdailah Cawn fucceeded him, and was himfelf, 
fliortly after, fucceeded by Anavcrdy Cawn, our prefent Nabob's 
father, who was appointed, by the viceroy of the Deckan, nabob of 
Arcot, in the year 1745. 

Ci^unpa Saib remained at Tricliinopoly till the year 1741, when 
the Marattas came a fecond time into the countiy, befieged the 
town, got poiTeflion of it, and took him prifoner. He was carried 
to Sattarah, the Marattas' capital, and there confined till 1748, the 
year in which Nizam Almnluck died. 

Nizam Almuluck left four fons, Gauzcdy Cawn, Nazerzing> 
Salabatzing, and Nizam Allee. 

Though the fuccefiion in this country is not hereditary, yet it 
commonly runs in the fame family, efpecially when the furvivors 
have power to make good their pretentions, and money to fecure 
the Mogul's appointment. Gauzedy Cawn, the eldeft fbn, was 
then Bucihee, or paymafter-general to the Mogul, the fecond man in 
power, next to the Vizier, in this mighty empire. He having per- 
haps more ambitious views, rcfufed the vicerc^alty of the Deckan^ 
hut made over his intereft to the fecond fon Nazer^ing, who was 
appointed by the Mogul Shaw Hamct. 

Nizam Almuluck had alfo a nephew, Eradmoodin Cawn, 
<:ommonly called Muzapherzing, who, on his uncle's death, laid 
claim to the Camatick^ founded, as he faid, on a promife from his 
uncle. But Nazirzing refufed his confent, and confirmed Atiaverdy 
Cawn, agreeable to his father's appointment. On this refufal 
Muzapherzing declared he would fupport his pretcnfion? by open 
force. His firft ftep was to go to Sattarah, and apply to Bal- 
lazcrow, chief of the Marattas, for affiftance. There he faw 
Chunda Saib, who jftill remained prifoner. Muzapherzing enga^ 
gcd to get him releafed, and Chunda Saib, on his fide, promifcd to 
go to Pondichcry, and influence Mr. Dupleix to affift and fupport 
him in his caufe. The Maratta chief confented to every thing, and 
promifcd his affiftance. He kept his word in regard to the releafing 
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1749. of Chunda Saib, but fcnt no troops. Chunda Saib fet out for Pdndi*- 
' chery, in 1748, and Muzapherzing prepared to raife an army.. 

Chunda Saib fucceededi made fome prefents^ and promifed 
much more; and, when Muzapherzing was ready, they were join- 
ed by fix hundred French,, and a train of artillcjy. In July 1749, 
they marched for Arcot, and there encountered Anaverdy Cawn> 
who loft the vidlory and his life. His eldeft fbn, Mauphus Cawn, 
was taken prilbner, and his fecond fon, Mahomed AUee Cawn, the 
prefent NsjDob, made the heft of his way to his government of Tri- 
chinopoly, waiting there for an opportunity to revenge his father's 
death. The vidlorious army purfued the blowj took Arcot, and over- 
ran the whole province. They afterwards returned to Pondichery, . 
where Muzapherzing appointed Chunda Saib Nabob of Arcot.. 

They remained quiet at Pondichery, till Admiral Bofcawen failed; 
for Europe, not daring to move till he was out of fight. The day 
after, Oiftober 2-1, ]f749> they took the field, and raifed contribu- 
tions all over the country. The king of Tanjore, having refufed* 
to acknowledge Muzapherzing, or Chunda Saib, they marched:, 
and laid fiege to his capital. The French were commanded by. 
Mr. Law, nephew of the famous Miififippi Law. They foon made 
a, breach, but the troops* within feeming determined to. defends it, 
they were afraid to venture an aflTault. By protradting the fiege,. 
the people in the town were reduced to their laft barrel of pow-^ 
der; but, however, they faved the pkce, by compounding for fomci' 
lacks of *roupees in ready money, and a bill for feventy-five lacks, 
inore. Tho enemy raifed the fiege, but, after one day's march, 
the French army returned, and infifted-on a fum of money for- 
themfelve^, alledging that they had not- received any part of what» 
was paid. However, it was to no purpofe, for the king of Tanjore,. 
having received in that time a reinforcement of Sepoys and gun- 
ners, and a large quantity of powder from Trichinopoly, refufed. 
to give any more.. Still the breach ripmained open, which die French, 
would not attack. In the mean time, certain accounts came, of Na- 
zerzing's march from Aurehgabad towards Arcot, in order to punifli* 
Muzapherzing, and Chunda Saib, for their rebellion. This ob-- 
Kged them to raife the fiege a fecond time in good earneft, andi 
vfituxR to Pondichery. This pafled in January 1750. 

♦ A- lapk %f roupccs is about . i ;,oco 1. fterling. . 

Ev^Ii: 



ON THE COAST OF COROMANDEL. 

Ever fince Anaverdy Cawn's defeat, his fon, Mahomed Allee 1750. 
Cawn, had defired our afliftance. It was neceflary to put a ftop 
to the progrefs of the French, whether in juftice to affifl the lawful 
prince againft rebels, or as an aft of felf-defence, and to prevent 
an increafeof power in an oppreffive neighbour, thatmuft, at laft, 
have proved our ruin. This determined us to protedt the Nabob Ma- 
homet Allee Cawn, till we could know Nazirzing's determination : 
captain Cope waa therefore fent with a detachment to Trichir 
nopoly. 

Nazirzing had given ordtrs to the Nabob to join him on his 
march, in obedience to which he fet out from Trichinopoly, at the 
head of a large army of horfe, and the Englifli detachment com- 
manded by Captain Cope, and joined Nazirzing at * Waldore, in, 
February 1750. As it iscuftomary amongft all Eaftern princes to 
make prefents on the firil vifit, when the Nabob waited on Nazir- 
zing, he afked.him what he had brought : the Nabob took Cap- 
tain Cope by the hand, and, prcfenting him, faid he had brought 
that gentleman and the afSftancc of the Englifli nation. Nazir- 
zing was pleafed with the anfwer, conferred fome honours on Cap- 
tain Cope, and, a few days after, appointed Mahomed Allee Cawn. 
to fuccecd his. father, as Nabob of Arcot and Trichinopoly. 

MuzAPHFRz-iNG and Chunda Saib- marched out of Pondi- 
chery with their armv, and two thoufand Europeans commanded 
by Mr. Dauteuil, with a large train, of artillery, and a numerous 
body of Sepoys. They took poft within a few miles of Nazir- 
zing, at whofe earneft and repeated requeft, I marched with fix 
hundred men, accompanied with Mr. Weftcott, one of the counciU 
with acommiffion to treat with Nazirzing, in which we. were, aflift- 
ed by Capt. Dalton. 

We joined him at Villanure, and were: very, gracioufly re- 
ceived, luitable to the dignity of an Eaftern prince, at the head, 
of three hundred thoufand 'men, of which he declared me. 
Generaliffimo. He propofed to me to attack the enemy immedi- 
ately : I told him, in the Eaftern ftile, that he muft be fure of vic- 
tory wherever he fought, yet the attack might be attended with 

• A Jbrt fomc miks weft of Pondichcry. 
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1750, fome difficulty, and coft him the lives of many hrave men, as the 
enemy were ftrongly pofted *, and had with them a large train of ar- 
tillery. But that, if he pleafed to march between them and Pon- 
dichery, he might, by cutting oflf their communication, oblige them 
to fight at a greater difadvantage, 

« • 

However juft mv propofal might be, his anfwer was as fol- 
lows : What ! (hall the great Nazirzing, the fon of Nizam al Mulk, 
even for an advantage, feem to retreat before fo defpicable an ene- 
my ? No, he would march and attack them in front. I told him 
he might do as he pleafed, I was i:eady to fupport him. 

The tvvo armies were fo near, that the next daty we cannonaded^ 
and were drawn out to engage. 

In this fituation, a meflenger came to me from Mr. Dauteuil, 
»to acquaint me, " That although we were engaged in different 
" caufes, yet it was not his defign nor inclination, that any Euro- 
^* pcan blood (hould be fpilt : but as he did not know dur poft, 
^ fhould any of his (hot come that way, and hurt the Engliih, 
<« he could not be blamed/' I fent him for anfwer, *• That I had 
*♦ the honour of carrying the Englifli colours on my flag gun, which 
** if he pleafed to look out for, he might know from thence where 
^* the Englifh were pofted/' and I afliired him, I fhould alfo be 
very loth to fpill European blood ; but, if any (hot came that way, 
he might be aflurcd I would return them. 

To know, I fuppofe, whether I was in eameft, a (hot was fired 
from their battery over our heads : I ordered three guns to an- 
fwer it, and faw them well pointed, Mr. Dauteuil feeing us rc- 
folved not to look tamely on, and probably fearing the fuccefs of an 
adtion, thought it more prudent to retreat in the night. Left his 
heavy artillery fhould retard him, he, for the greater expedition, 
left eleven pieces behind ; and what was worfe, part of his artil- 
lery-men with them, the better to conceal his defign 5 ibr he,gave 

* The French were entrenched, and had 20 Icry, which was in a hollow, whore his caa- 

pieces of cannon. Nawrziiig had 800; bot non were hid. He gravely raplicd, " What, 

his ptincipal officer of artillery was an Irifhman, ** did I \hink him mad, or foolilli enough, to 

for the natives, in general, think every Euro- " expoie his excellency's cannoi^ by placing 



pean an engineer. I happened to find fault ** it on a rlfing ground ?'* 
with this gentleman's dilpofition of his artil- 
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wiU he was only going to alarm our camp in the night, and would 1 750. 

be back in the morning, ^-^v*-^ 



Nazirzino having immediate notice of his retreat, foon routed 
Muzaphensing's and Chunda's Saib'8 forces ; fell in with die unfortu^- 
0aite French gunners Left behind as a. iacrifice, and cut moil of them 
to piarcfi. We fkved as many as we could, talcing them by force out 
of the hands of the Moors, got their wounds drefled by our furgeons, 
and took all the care of them that humanity required of us. In return, 
Mr, Dupleix wrote a longproteft againft me, for making French fub- 
jc<£ls prifoners. in time of peace ; hut the poor fellows, more ftn^ 
fible of the obligations they were under to us, very gratefully ac- 
knowledged our tender ufage, and confeiTed it was entirely owing, 
to us that they were faved. 

The fiime night a large detachment of Marattas from Nazir- 
zing's camp, commanded by Morarow *, were fent in purfuit of 
Mr. EXautcuil. They came up with him the next day; Mn Dau- 
teuil formed his men. into a iquare. Morarow attacked and broke 
it with only fifteen men, imagining his whole party in his rear ; 
but feeing his danger, he. with that handful, when furrounded, bold- 
ly pushed for it ; and breaking through the oppofite fide, clear- 
ed his way with fix men, having loft nine in the attack. 

On the retreat of the French and their army being diiper- 
fcd, Muzapherzing fubmitted to, and implored the mercy of 
hie uncle, who received him into his camp, and detained him as 
a ftate prifoner; but Chunda Saib, whofe fole dependance was on 
Mr. Dupleix, continued obftinate, and retreated with the French 
to Pondichery. Muzapherzing's fubmiffion, as will fhortly ap- 
pear, was only politic, and; that he might be nearer at hand,, 
to concert a fcheme, which in a few months was put in execution,, 
at the expence of his uncle's life. The eonfequence of the vidlory 

• Morarov', whofe name often occurs in , is not employed or paid by any prince, he 
tViis narrative, is a Maratla, who by fupport- fcours the country for himfelf, and raifes con- 
ing the diviflon^ in the country, has made tributions where he can get mofl, and with . 
himfelf coniiderable fioxn a fmall beginning ; he leaft rifque. His r^al mailer is the Nanah Shaw 
fides with no party but as he finds his advan- Raja ; but he obeys his orders jud as they are 
tage in it, and as eafily changes fides > ho com- conducive to his own intejeft. 
mands about 3000 very good horfcr When he. 
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1750, was the retaking of Arcot, which again acknowledged its lawful 
-'— ' mafter. 

Mr. Dupleix, after this drfgrace, wrote a teng letter toNa- 
-zirzing, which he would not open or read but in our prefence* 
Though he pretended fubmiffion to the viceroy, he had ftill the 
prefumption to diftate to him, and infift, that none of the family 
of Anaverdy Cawn fhould ever govern the province of Arcot, Am- 
baffadors came aJfo to treat publickly for an accommodation, but 
iheir real bufmefs was privately to concert meafures with Shanavas 
Cawn, Nazirzing's prime minifter and the * chiefs of the con^i- 
racy, which was firft laid in Pondichery by Chunda Saib and 
Mr. Dupleix, who promifed to aflift them £0 the utmoft of his 
power, as it plainly appeared afterwards. Though this was 
carried on with great fecrecy, I had information that fbme defign 
was on foot againft Nazirzing, and that Shanavas Cawn was prin- 
cipally concerned in it. I therefore defired my interpreter to ac- 
quaint Nazirzing wilii what I had heard, and in particular what 
concerned his prime minifter. But fo great were the apprehenfions 
of the perfon we employed as linguift, that he did not dare to fay 
what I diredled him, nor accufe a perfon in fuch high favour and 
power as Shanavas Cawn, who was prefent, fo much did he dread 
his refentment, which I plainly difcovered from the anfwers I re- 
ceived from Nazirzing, and the confufion of the interpreter. 

Part of our inftrudions to Nazirzing were, to obtain an en- 
largement of our bounds round Madrafs, which he frequently pro- 
mifed, and certainly intended to perform, had not his minifter, who 
was in an oppofite intereft, contrived to difappoint us, by delaying 
and putting us oft" from time to time. Seeing ourfelves only amufed, 
we prefled our demands with more eameftnefs, and Nazirzing pro- 
mifed we fhould be immediately fatisfied; but defired we would 
march with him to Arcot, a propofal we could by no means con- 
fent to, as it would have left our fettlements and frontier bounds 
cxpofed to the infuhs of 2000 French, and Chunda Saib, who at 
this time was raifing another army. We alfo endeavoured to make 
him fenfible, that his march to Arcot removed him too far from 

• The two principals of which were the Na- arc reckoned the befl foldicrs amongft thcfc eaft- 
bobs of Gadapah and Condanore. Thefe Na- cm moors: as the policy of this ili-ruled em- 
bobs are under the viceroy of the Deckan ; their pire requires frequent afTaflJ nations, thefe Pa - 
eountry is in the Subafhip of Golconda ; they tans are edeemed very ufefjil in that kind 
.have in their pay numbers of Patans, Who ofvillany. 

his 
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his enemies^ who were only waiting for a favourable opportunity to 1750. 
renew the troubles. That it was ealy for him, by flaying where he 
was, to finifli the bufinefs efFeftually, and to diilref^ his enemies, 
' by cutting off their communication with the country, and thereby 
oblige them, to accept of whatever terms he would pleale to offer them. 
But the more we urged againft his march to Arcot the more his 
favourite preflcd him to it. Our removal from him was the great 
objeft of the party, that had refolved his ruin. 

Finding all our endeavours were of no weight againft a determin- 
ed fcheme, we marched to our fettlements, and Nazirzing to Arcot, 
where, lulled into a fecurity, by what he was willing to look upon as 
a viSory, he gave himfelf up entirely to the pleafures he was fon- 
deft of, women and hunting. Nothing was omitted by the fac- 
tion to amufe him, and take off his attention from bufinefs, or 
whatever might lead to a difcovery of the defigns which were car- 
rying on againft him. 

The detachment commanded by Morarow, fent in purfuit of 
the French, when they retreated from Nazirzing, encamped near 
•Pondichery, with their ufual careleffnefs. The French attacked 
diem in the night, when they little expedted, and were as little 
prepared for an enemy, and eafily put them to the rout, killed a 
great many, and got pofleffion of their camp and baggage. This 
fuccefs anirhated the French, and they once more took the field 
with Chunda Saib, and marched, for Trividy, a fortified pagoda, 
fituated about' fixteen miles weft of fort St. David, which being 
garrifoned only by country troops, they foon got pofleffion of it. 

The Nabob, Mahomet- Alice Cawn, who had attended Nazirzing 
tp Arcot, and was conftantly preffing him to return to the charge, 
defired a party from the army, to oppofe and punifh the French, 
and Chunda Saib: and at die £une time applied to the Englifli 
for a body of Europeans, and a train of Artillery. Captain Cope 
therefofe^ with 40o*of themilitary> and a body of fepoys, majrched 
to his affiftance; and in conjunction they moved towards the enemy* 
I (hould at that time have taken the field myfelf, but the chair be- 
coming vacant by the removal of Mr. Floyer, I was obliged to take 
the government till Mr. Saunders, who wasi appointed to fucceed, 

C could 
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'could come from Vissagapatam, and ftxm after 'his arrival, I emb*k*- 
ed for Englaind. 

The Nabob had agreed to pay the tirhole eJcpence df our troops 
in the field; Ijut a large prcfent to Nazirzing for his commiffion 
having cxhaufted his treafury, inftead of money, we got onty 
trifling excufes, with whicfh he ptit us off from day to day, till 
at laft the expences falling entirely upon iis, and <be Nabob, for 
want of Magazines and money, being unable to march his army 
between the French and Pondichery, Captain 'Gope liad orders t/o 
return. 

The very next night after, the. French and Chunda Saib attack-^ 
cd the Nabob in his camp. It could not be called a battle, but 
a rout ; the troops, inftead of fighting, runntng away in fmall par- 
ties, every thing. fell into the vidlor's hands *, even the Nabob, with 
difficulty, made his efcape, almoft fingly^ and unattended, to Na- 
zirzing. 

TiTE enemy did not remain idle, but follov^ed the blow; and 
partly by threats, partly fair promifes, got poflefficin of Oingee, a 
place exceeding ftrong by nature, and not ill fortified, iaccording to 
the eaftem manner. They took care to fccure their new conqueft 
hy a ftrong garrifon, fupporting it well with artillery and ammu- 
nition. 

Nazirzing, rouzed from his lethargy- by the lofs of Gingee,. 
and refledting on its confcquences, immediately maiiched from Ar- 
cot to retake that important place, declaring he would fucceed, or 
never return. Muzapherzing and his faftion now thought it a 
proper time to put their fchemes in execution ; Nazirzing with his 
*army furrounded Gingee ; the French, and Chunda Saib were en- 
camped under the walls. 

Nothing now was wanting but to ftrike the blow* which was 

•concerted in the following manner. The French were to attack 

*that paf t of the camp which the Nabobs of Cadapah and Con- 

dandre occupied, and their troops had inftru£!ions to make na 

'refiilance. The Nabobs had engaged on their part to afiailinate 

Na^ 



ON THE COAST OF COROMANDEL. u 



Na^irzing at his firft appearance, on the alarm. The attack was 
no fboncr begun, but the two Nabobs made diredUy for Nazir- 
zing's tent, and meeting him as he came out, they intreated him 
to mount his elephant and punifti the rebels. The unfortunate 
prince was difpofing himfelf to follow their advice^ when the ftroke 
was given, the one (tabbing him with a poniard, while the other 
ihot him with a piftol. His head was fevered from his body, fix- 
ed on a ipcar, and brought to his nephew Muzapherzing, who be- 
ijig immediately releafed, and mounted on his late uncle's elephant, 
yrzs proclaimed through the camp Viceroy of the Deckan. Little 
or no reliftance was made any where ; fo general was the confter- 
nation, that every body thought of faving themfelves, not know- 
ing who were friends or enemies, nor how to oppofc a fuccef- 
fion they fo little expe<Jled. The French pufhed their way to 
Nazirzing's tents, where was found an immenfe treafure, in money 
and jewels, by which many made their fortunes, but none fo large- 
ly as Mr. Duplclx, a fortune, by all accounts^ not to be equalled 
at that time, by any fubjcdl in Europe. 

To perpetuate the memory ef this famous viftorv, which the 
French had boafted of as fiipcrior to any thing of the Kind recorded 
in hiflory, Mr. Dupleix, near the place where the maflacre was 
committed, caufed a' town to be built, called Dupleix* Fateabat, 
and to record the fliare the French had. in it, a pillar now lies at 
Pondichery, dcfigned to' be ereAed in the market place, with a 
pompous Latin infcription, giviftg an account of the engagement, 
and the French valour. Unluckily future ages will not be the wifer 
for it'; for captain Clive, a year if^er^ lA retaking the Arcot coun- 
jtry, burnt the town, and deftroydd the mofiument on which the 
pillar was to have Ueen erefted. * 

The vidorious army returned to Pondichery in Januaiy 175 1, 
with a moft fumptuous train of the princes x>f the Deckah, and di- 
vided the fpoil. Muzapherzing declared ChundaSaib Nabob of 
,Arcot, and all its dependencies, and afibciated Mr;l>uple5k'ift the 
government with himfelf. On this Mr. Dnpleix afltimdd theftatc 
and formalities of an eaftern prince/' 'He held his Durbar in the 
palace at Pondichery, ahd fiiffei^cl neither the natives, nor his Own 
countrymen to approach him without a prefent after • the eaftern 

• The place of vif\on-. 

C 2 manner. 
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1751. manner, he. mounted his elephant, and was proclaimed Nabob, 
■ Mahomed AUee Cawn efcaping with the utmoft difficulty, and with- 
out attendants, made the beft of his way to Trichinopoly, not- 
withftanding the great iearch made to feize his perfon. 

It was agreed at Pondichery, that Chunda Saib (hould raife an 
army, and affifted by the French, endeavour to make good his ap- 
pointment to the government of Arcot under Mr. Dupleix : that 
Muzapherzing (hould march with the late Nazerzing's army to Au- 
rengabad, the ufual refidence of the princes of the Deckan ; accom- 
panied by Mr, Bufly, at the head of 600 French, 3000 fepojrs, and 
a large train of artillery. They began their march the beginning 
of 1 75 1 , and on the road the two Nabobs of Cadapdi and Condanore, 
jealous of Muzapherzing and the power of the French, and not 
thinking themfelves fufficiently rewarded, upon various pretexts fo- 
mented a quarrel, till at length they proceeded to farther outrages, 
which produced an engagement. The Patans advanced to attack the 
French, but were unable to ftand the cannonade. After they were ob- 
liged to retire, they fell upon Muzapherzing's flank, routed his troops, 
and in ibme meafure revenged Nazirzing, in the death of his ne- 
phew, the chief of the conspirators. A great many of the Patans 
were killed, and amongfl the reft; the Nabob of Condanore. 

The next day, the chiefs of the army proclaimed Sallabatzing, 
i)rother to Nazirzing viceroy of the Deckan, though there was a 
ibrong party for the fon of Muzapherzing. At this time the troubles 
at the court of Delly, prevented the Mogul from fettling the affairs 
of the Deckan ; he oruy made an appointment of Gawzedy Cawn 
to the government, and refolved to fupport him with an army, when 
the ihte of his affairs would permit. The new prince ♦ fent Sa- 
neds to Mahomed AUee Qawn in the month of March, confirming 
him Nabob of Arcot. 

Upon the death of Nazirzing, captain Cope wa€ again fent in 
January I75i> with a flrong detachment, to fupport the Nabob in 
Trichinopoly, after an offer made to Chunda Saib and his allies, of 
the quiet poffeflion of the whole province, except that fort and its 
dependencies. 

* Sancdi arc commifioas or grants for particolar coontriei. 

Chunpa 
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Chunda Saib and the French treated this propofal tvith the i7ri« 
higheft contempt, and immediately raifed troops and took die field. ^ 
We coll?<5ted about five hundred men from all our garrifons, and 
fcnt them under the command of captain De Gingins to] obicrve their 
motions, who finding their Intentions were for Trichinopoly, mov- 
ed that way alfo ; and at the fame time, a party from that garrifon, 
of about no men, marched to meet captain De Gingins, followed 
by what troops the Nabob could raife, commanded by his brother 
Abdiel Vahob Cawn. The firft party met captain De Gingins at 
Vcrdachilum, and from thence the army moved in conjun<Sbioln to 
Volconda, where they were alfo joined by the Nabob's forces, 
amounting in the whole to about 2000 horfe, 3000 fepoys, and 600 
Europeans. . 

Volconda is a confiderable town about 45 miles from Trichi- 
nopoly, in the road to Arcot- The governor at firft feeming in our 
intercft, amufed us for two days, with promifes to deliver up the 
forti but foon after Chunda Saib and the French appearing, he 
threw off the mafk, and declared againft us. The next night we 
attacked the fort without fucccfs, and the army, aftf r fbme lofs, Was 
obliged to retreat to Outatour, 17 miles from Tricninopoly. 

The enemy's army, confifting of about 6ooohorf6, 4000 feapdys, 
and 600 Europeans, followed our army to Outatour, and encoura- 
ged by the fuccefs of an ambufcadc, in which fbme of our n^en fell, 
by following too clofely a party of Chunda Saib*s horfe, they at- 
tacked our camp, but were repulfed : however, not think- 
ing our poft tenable, fhould the enemy repeat their attack; we re- 
treated to the banks of the Coleroon, facing Trichinopoly. Chun- 
da Saib's army increafing daily, our people thought themfdves ob- 
liged alfo to quit that poft, and to crofe the river to the.ifland op- 
pofi'te Trichinopoly. The enemy ftill following, we abandoned 
that poft, and paffmg the. river Cauvery the. 17th of July, we cn- 
caniped under the walls of Trichinopoly. 

Chunda Saib and the French immediately took poflefiion of 
our poft, and raifed fome batteries againft the town, from acrofs the 
river 5 but finding the diftance too great, even for a ftiot at' alnioft 
its greateft range, they left a party to fecure Seringam Pagodas, aiid 
corffing the river, encamped on the plain on the caft fide of the 

town. 
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I75^« town* at .the French Rbckji and there cCinfrai(e4 tjbemfelves with 
cannonading and throwing in feme (hells. 

Thb Nabob beginning then to be in w;uit pf m^ ^nd money^ 
applied to the King of MaiiTore^ who fuppUed hin> indeed with 
bothj but in isiall parties, and fmaller funis at a time^ tlie cqm-r 
teon way of doing bufinefs in this country. Thus remained af- 
fairs at Tnchinopoly^ the enemy contentii^ themfelves with a ufe« 
lefs cannonade^ which however they adorned with gll the t^nxs of 
the moft regular fiege ; and we waiting ibr pur promifed reinforce- 
0Kent> encamped under the waHs of the fbrtj to J^ep our commu- 
oicatioa 9s open 9S ppiHUe. 

The French bringing almdft their whole force into the field 
jj^th Chunda Saib, andleavir^ Arcot but poorly -defended, afcheme 
•jwikSflaid to reduce part of that country to t]^e Nabob's .obedience. 
-Captain -Clive commanded the party. This eixpqditiop was'attend- 
<4 yvixh uacommon fugce&, which fome nec^ple w:ere pleafe.d to 
^«rm fortunate, ^and lucky ^ but, in my opinion, from the know- 
?k«Jg.e I have^dFjthp gendemani he dcfervcd,.,and mip;ht expea fro«i 
his cond^^i i^ffy:¥^iog .as. it fell. out. A ^lan or ^n undaunted 
refolutioh, of a cool temper, anci" a prefence of mind, which never 
^^t-him^tp jtl^ergrc^teiV danger. Bom a foldier, for withqut a mi- 
liary (edi^tionj. of any fprt^ or much convcrfing with any pf the 
,jM:oteffi9n,. frpin his judgment and good fcnfe, he led an army like 
^n experienced officer, and a brave foldier, with a prudence that 
.^rtainly warrao^fd fucceis. This youn^ man's early genius fur- 
.prifed afhl ' :9ngagqd ogiy ^ attention, as well before as at tne G-^ge of 
-.PaTecottah, where he behaved iA cqurage.jand judgment, mudi 
. beyond what could be expe<fled. from his years, and his fucpefs 
afterwards confirmed what I had faid tp m^ny people concerning 
ihiwt 

Captain Clive, in thie monih of ^/\uguft, having joined a. de- 
tachment* of our army at Trichinopoly, was foon recalled for the 
'intended expedition 1 and being arrived at Madrafs, .he, marched 
wi A, 300 'Europeans, and about 500 fcpoys. His officers were 
chiefly Writers,- or other icrvants cf the company, never, before em- 
\,pJoy€d in (a^military. capacity i and yet, with this force, he^furprifed 
and look Arcot, the f apital of the province, on the jirfl pf Sep- 
rUn^jDer. The French truly fenfible of this difgrace," and knowing 
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-the impditance of the place, concerted mcafknes (to tctakc it, and 1751. 
coUedcdill the meathey could ipare under Raja Saib, ibntoChunda ^ u *^ ^ **^^ 
Saib, whoj with a Jarge detachment from his father's army, maschod 
and 4nvefted Arcot-the twenty third of September. During the^ge, 
-whidi lafted two months, they difinountod two eightecrirpounditts, 
moon :v^?hich Mn Clive, wrote the governor of Madrafe word diat he 
-vuas moiintitig the laft eighteen-pounder he had left, but tfaathe4iad 
?ftfll three months proviiions, and thought hirafelf able to defend a 
iiniesicfc whenever the enemy fhould make an aflault. A party was 
/det*ohed firom the army ai Trichinopoly to fiipport him, on, notice 
:»of -Whole approadh, the ^nemy refolved to make their iaft effort; they 
attacked the ^breach, aind the fort in three different places 4 -at eitery 
attack th^^wcre beat off with confiderable lofe, and captsdn Ciiwe 
•taking advantage of their confufion fallied out, and following the 
iMqwi, Tto<A: ill their cannon, levelled their trenches, and returned to 
•the fort/' •*-* ■ • - 

T»E parly ty this time came up, as alfo a detachment of Martit- 

ta's comm«nded4atyBudgerow a brother of Morarow, which enabled 

captain Clivc-to take the field. He marched out of Arcot in fearoh 

: of the Frcndb -andChunda's Saib-s fou,, never giving them time, to reft, 

..bntipurfuing his goodTforlune, he took: the forts of Timery^Cauvery- 

paufo.AiiffiLic:aiid:Cotijcyeram, and complcated it by a total defeat 

of the. enemy at Cauvery^pauk in the month of March 175^. Their 

aimy was .entirely /deibroycd and Raja Saib obliged to takt: £heltcr in 

. Piondichery, where M, Dupleixrefufed to fee him. By this vidory, 

a large part of the Arcot country was recovered for .the Nalbob. 

/ rftEF'aR-Eiwc^eritcr'on the affairs of Trichinopoly, the chief fccne of 
: ottrniifitary oporations, it willtbe roquifite that the reader fhould be ^ 

-well informed of the fingular circumftanccs of the Plain in which itis 
-fituated. By comrparing. the following defcription with the accurate 
; map^annext, the importance of rfae pofts and other objcfts contended 

for, will ;bc readily, conceived, and ^underftood. 

Trichinopoly is fituated on a pl^in which <mce was crowded 
with rich villages and plantations of trees, but fince the war, hardly 
a trace of either is left. The town is in form of an oblong fquare, 
the longcft fides of which arc Eaft and" Weft. On theiNorth runs 
the river Cauvery, Icfs than half a-mile from the, fort. Thfi town 
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was formerly no more than a wall round the foot of a rock, in cir- 
cumference about twelve hundred yards. As the inhabitants increaf- 
cd, the town was augmented to half of the prefent oblong, with a crofs 
wall, the traces of which ftill remain ; the third augmentation was 
made to the fouthward, and inclofes the town as it now ftands. It 
is at prefent near four miles in circumference, with a double enceinte 
of walls with round towers at equal diftanccs according to the Eaft^ 
ern method of fortifying. The ditch is near thirty feet wide but not 
half £b deep ; and at different feafons it is more or Jefs fupplied with 
water, but never quite dry* The outward wall is built of a gnjiQi 
ftone, each ftone from four to five feet long and all laid endways. It 
is about eighteen feet high, and four or five thick, without parapet or 
rampe, nothing but a fingle ftrudture of ftone, and is very properly 
called a wall : the other is more properly a rampart. The diftance 
between them is about twenty-five feet, the height of the rampart 
thirty. The rampe is equal in thicknefs at bottom with the height 
of the rampart, 30 feet, decreafing in thicknefs like the profile in the 
margin. Tne terre-plein of the parapet is about ten feet, and the parapet 
is for the moft part, feven or eight feet high, covering the men entirely, 
with loop-holes to fire through. Some baftions have been conftruftcd 
by us, as regular and good, as the ground would admit of, built 
on the foundations of the round towers. They are moftly on the 
angles of the fquare and on the Weft face, about the middle of the 
curtain called Dalton's battery, even with the outward wall. The 
town is very well fupply'd from the river, by water courfes which 
dired the water into large fquare ponds or tanks that have commu- 
nication by aquedu(^s. 

A MOST extraordinary rock ftands in the middle of the old town, 
and is about 300 feet high ; on the top of it is a pagoda which was 
of fingukr ufe to us the whole war ; its height commanding even 
as far as Tanjore whith is forty miles. Here was conftantly fta- 
tioned a man with a teleicope who gave us by fignals and writing an 
account of all the enemy's motions. The buildings on this rock 
and thofe which are cut out on the the fides of it are very furprifing 
works* in a country where they have fo few tools to facilitate their 
labour. 

The foil on the Eaft and Weft fides for two miles round, and on the 
North fide as far as the river is rich and good, but does not run deep. 

6^ After 
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After digging a foot or two you find it rockcy, and to the South face, i75i, 
there is fo little mould that it will not admit of cultivation ; but eveiy 
other part, in time of peace, produces rice in great plenty. The 
plain runs in length from eail to weft about 19 miles; from the 
boundaries of the Tanjore kingdom, to the head of the ifland wef- 
terly. Its breadth is unequal, from 7 to 1 2 miles. On the north 
' it is bounded by the river Cauvery, and on the fouth by Tonde- 
man's woods. 

The different rocks, whofe fituation and diftance are defcribed 
on the map, afford very good pofts for an army, either as advanced 
ones, or to cover a flank. The plain, though feemingly level, is 
full of hollow ways, fuflicientto conceal or cover troops; and gives 
a perfon who is thoroughly acquainted with the ground, great ad- 
vantages. Water is always to be had on the plain, by finking 
wells, and in fome places it is coUefted in bafons, either formed by 
nature or art. This element is fo great and ufeful a blefiing in 
this country, that no pains are fpared in faving and keeping all 
that falls. However, the water on the plain is very unwholefome, 
as ftanding waters generally are; befides, it is fo impregnated 
with faltpetre, with which the earth abounds, that in fome places 
it is too brackifb to be drank, and moft commonly occafions bilious 
diforders. .> « . 

The ifland of Seringam is formed about 6 miles north-weft 
of Trichinopoly, by the river Cauvery, which divides itfelf into two 
branches. That to the northward takes the name of the Colcroon, 
that to the fouthward prefervesits old name the Cauvery. Each of 
thefe rivers, after acourfe of about 90 miles, empty themfelves into 
the fea. The Coleroon at Davecotah, the Cauvery near Tranquebar, 
at about 20 miles diftance from each other. 

This ifland 15 miles caft of Trichinopoly, is fo narrow, that 
both the rivers would rejoin in the fame channel, were they not 
prevented by a high bank, which keeps them afunder. This bank 
was made at a great cxpencc, and is conftantly kept in repair by 
the kings of Tanjore. The ufe of it is to diredl the courfe of the 
river Cauvery through that kingdom, by the means of water courfes 
and canals, which diftribute it into proper channels all over the 
country, and are the fource of riches and fertility. The river, by 
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1 75 1, its natural courfe, waters the north fide of the kingdom, and by 
a large channel which they have made near the bank, the fouth- 
crn fide . receives alfo a fufficicnt quantity of that ufeful element, 
without which, in this part of the world, there can be no ferti- 
lity. 

The Bank is about feven feet wide at top; it rifes from the foun- 
dation with a flope on each fide.. This bank is as flirong as wood^ 
ftonc, earth, and ftraw can make it, and fufHcient to fupport, and 
confine the currents on each fide. Its height from the common le- 
vel of the water is .near 20 feet, to which the river can never rife ; 
fo that there is no danger of an inundation. It is about a mile in 
length ; afterwards the land natupally widening, there need no more 
precautions to prevent the rivers from joining. A number of people 
are confiantly employed, to fee that the water makes no encroach- 
ments, and if it does, to apply a remedy immediately. The re- 
pairs each year are paid by a gsoiaral tax» on 1 the country, which 
amounts to about 20000 pounds annually. The bank forms on the 
ifland, what I have called, in my Narrative, the Pafs; and by its 
pofition and fituation it will appear how capable it is of defence, 
with a fmall number of men, even againft an army. Above aimile 
diftantfrom it, to the eaft, was a fort calkd Koikddy, which be- 
ing built for the prefervation of the bank, wasi.defl:royed by. the ene- 
my, about the time we lafl: marched to Tanjore. The enemy had 
often threatened to cut the bank if the King would not comply 
with their meafures ; at lafl: they carried their threats into execu- 
tion in the year 1754; but luckily at a feafon when it was leaft 
detrimental, for in three months, with our afiiftance^ it was- repaired. 
However, the damage in that little ipace of time, and the coil of 
repairing it, amounted to fifty thoufand pounds ; from whence may 
be feen how eafily the mailers of that bank may give law. to. the 
King of Tanjore ; and how much it is his intereil to be a friend 
to the Nabob of Trichinopoly, to wrhom he is obliged to pay tribute 
for the bank, three lack of rupees yearly. In: this iiknd^ factog iTri- 
chinppoly , iland the famous Pagodas of Senngam ; &>n» others, . but 
not fo remarkable> called Jembikiihna^ are at half a mile diftance to 
the eail. Seringam is little more than a mile diilant from Trichino* 
poly. The Pagodas are furrotinded by feven fquare walls of ihme; 
each wall has a gateway in the middle of each iide of the fquare^ 
pointing to one of the four cardinal points. The gateways are or- 
namented 
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namented in the manner of that country, with croudcd emblemati- 1751. 
cal figures of their divinities. The principal gateway in the out- 
ward wall, which faces Trichinopoly, is a curious piece of architec- 
ture, though yet uhfinifhed. It is formed by piUars 32 feet high 
in the fhaft, with capitals. Four of thefe pillars are of one ftone 
each, but the largeft ftones are thofe which are laid acrofs the top 
of the gateway; they meafure ^3 feet long, and five and an half 
one way, and four feet ten inches the other. The fpace between 
the outward and fecond walls meafures 310 feet, and fo proportion* 
ably between the reft. No Europeans are admitted into the laft 
fquare, it being the San<3:um Sand:orum, and few have gone farther 
than the third. 

Seringam was the poft occupied by the enemy all the war; 
once indeed they fuffereid by taking fhelter there, but that was 
owing to our having die Marattas on our fide, and a fufiicient 
number of troops to cut off di«ir communication, and for want of 
provifions, obliging them to furrender. We never fince had the 
fortune to be equal to them, much lefs fuperior, and by that means 
it has proved a fure refuge to them on many occafions, and we have 
never had it in our power to diipofiTefs them, fince the Maifilb- 
reans took pofiefiion, in confequence of their agreement with the 
Nabob. It is an excellent poft for an army that can keep their com^ 
munication open. The ground about it is fo full of difficulties, by 
hollow ways, and water courfes, that a bcfieging army muft rim the 
hazard of lofing a great many men before they can carry their point. 
Jembikifhna has but a fingle enciente of wall^ and notning remark- 
able but its magnitude and vicinity to Seringam. 

Ajdjoining to Trichinopoly is the kingdom of Tanjore, bound- 
ed on the north by the Coleroon, on the eaft by the fea, on the 
ibuth by two countries which belong to two powerful Poligars, the 
one called Marravar, the other Tondeman, and on the weft by Tri- 
chinopoly. The boundaries commence at i4miles diftance from 
the fort laft mentioned. Near the mouth of the Coleroon, we 
have a fort called Davecotah, which once belonged to the kingdom 
of Tanjore, but was taken by us while I commanded in the year 
1749. The polTeffion of this has enabled us to fupport the Nabob 
and king of Tanjore, who is well pleafed with its being in our hands, 
and has therefore granted it to the company, with feme territory an- 
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1 75 1, nexed. The next fettlement on the coaft, given alfo by the king of 
^ '■^ — -^ Tanjore, belongs to the Danes, and is called Tranquebar. Next ta 
that, the French have one called Carrical ; and to the fouthvirard 
of it the Dutch have another, called Negapatam. Thirty miles 
from thence is a place called Adriapatam, which finifties the terri- 
tories of the king of Tanjore along the fea coaft. The diftance of 
thefirft, Davecotah, from the laft is about 90 miles, which is the broad- 
eft part of his kingdom. It decreafeth by degrees in breadth, and 
near Trichinopoly is 30 or at moft 40 miles wide. Its length from 
the weft to the fea is about i©o miles. The revenues of this 
fmall kingdom, well managed, may produce near a million yearly. 
The king was a friend to us and. the Nabob the whole war; that 
is, he found it his intereft to be fo, becaufe he knew well the 
French and Maifforeans wanted nothing lefs than his country, and 
we found it much our intereft to keep him our friend. His coun- 
try was the only communication we had left with the coaft ; for 
fince the Maifforeans and Marattas had joined the French, they 
were mafters on the north fide of the Coleroon. What confirmed 
him the more in our intereft, was the juft fear he had, that if the 
Maifforeans were once mafters of Trichinopoly, they would will- 
ingly extend their dominions to the fea, and his kingdom was too 
cafy and beneficial a conqueft to remain long unattempted : befides, 
he hated the French fince their fetting up Chunda Saib, and lay- 
ing fiege to his capital. 

At Trichinopoly we were in daily expe<ftation of the King of 
Maiffore's troops, who marched out of Seringapatam, the capital 
of the Maiffore kingdom, to a place called Carroor, about 50 miles 
from Trichinopoly. The King of Maiffore, befides his own pro- 
per forces, had alfo engaged Morarow and his Marattas to come 
to our affiftance. Twelve hundred of thcfe joined us in November, 
and another party, as I have already faid, were with captain Clive 
in the Arcot province. The Nabob's brother and a party of Euro- 
peans marched to haften the jun<aion of the Maifforeans. Thus 
ended the year 175 1. 

17 f 2. ^^ January we were joined by another party of Marattas, and 
4000 Maiffore horfe, befides 3000 irregular troops called* CoUe- 

* The Collerles are inhabitants of the woods, eft in power are the Rajahs, the lead the Po* 
under ihe government of the Polygars, another lygars. 
name for the Gcntou governors. The great- 

ries. 
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riei, who live on plunder, and are notorious thieves, particularly for 1752- 
Aealing of horfes, in the practice of which they are both daring ^ ■>< — / 
and expert. They creep along the woods with a ipear, 18 or 20 
feet long, trailing on the ground, which they manage on occaiion 
with great dexterity. They are troublefome in the field by giving 
frequent alarms, and in their woody country it is dangerous to at- 
tack them. 

The Maiflbre general (commonly called the Dolaway) * Nander- 
auze, had not yet joined us with tne remainder of the army. The 
enemy had fent a party on his road, who took poft in a village, by 
which he was obliged to pafs. We fent another 'party to diflodge . 
them, commanded by captain Cope. Our firft attack was unfuc- 
cefsful, partly owing to captain Cope being mortally wounded in 
the beginning of the -engagement, and our having been mifinformed 
as to the enemy's ftrength and number. However, the party being 
reinforced, we carried our point. Nandcrauze and Morarow, with 
about 2000 horfe, joined us the 26th of the month, and our party 
returned the 28 th with the reft of the army. 

The King of Tanjore, after many felicitations, fent alfo his troops, 
under the command of his general Monagce ; and Tondeman came 
likewife in to our affiftance. 

In this fituation were affairs when I landed from England the 1 5th 
of March ; captain Clive was then juft ready with a party to march 
to Trichinopoly. On the 17th I joined him, and took the com- 
mand. The party confiftcd of 400 Europeans, and 11 00 fe- 
poys. 

The fituation of our affairs made it highly requifite to haften 
the march with all expedition; fatal fpirit of divifion liaving 
unhappily crept in amongfl our ofiicers, fo that many opportuni- 
ties and advantages were lofl, which gave the country alliance but 
an indifferent opinion of our condu<ft. 

* The King of Maiilbre was a minor ; the xnanded the army, the other ruled in the ca- 
kingdom was then governed for him by his binet. 
two uncles) the one> odled Nanderauze, com* 

On 
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1752. On the 27th of the fione month, being arrived within 18 miles 
of Trichinopoly, I was met by the commanding officer of artillery, 
who brought me intelligence that the enemy had pofted a ftrong 
party at Koyladdy, within cannon-{hot of the road I was to pafs 
the next day. 

In order to join the army as foon as poffible, I diipatched my 
guides to find out another road, judging it of confequence to avoid 
the enemy's poft, efpeciaily as I had a very large quantity of ammu- 
nition and ftores, part of which I laid up in Tricatapolly, a fort 
belonging to the King of Tanjore, that it might not retard my march 
the next day. 

By fome miftake of my guide, we were led within reach of the 
very poft I wanted to avoid. To draw off the fire of their battery 
from my party, I ordered fonsie guns from my rear divifion to an- 
fwer theirs, and leaving a guard to fupport them, the main bodv 
were direfted to move on flowly, inclining to the left, which, witn 
a fmall lofs, brought us out of reach of their guns : upon which 
we halted till the party and guns came up. We then continued 
our march without interruption, and incamped that night within ten 
miles of Trichinopoly, 

The next morning we were joined on our march by the troops, 
md about 200 foldiers, commanded by the captains Clarke and Dal- 
. ton, within four miles of Trichinopoly. Captain De Gingins fent 
his adjutant to inform me, that the whole of tne enemy was in mo- 
tion towards me. Their right was at their incampment of Chuck- 
lepoUam, a village on the banks of the river Cauvery, and facing 
the pafs : Their left extended almoft to the French Rock, a fti:ong 
poft in their poffeffion. Their cavalry was on the left of their in- 
fantry, esftending all the way to Elmiferam, another very ftrong poft 
on an inaccefiible rock, on which they had mounted ibme large 
Gannon. As I had no intention to engage, till my entire jun<3:ion 
was made, and till I had lodged my ftores in the fort, I marched 
round Elmiferam, purpofing to come in by the Sugar-loaf Rock. 
Our baggage on the left flank was fecured by the march of the 
army, which kept moving, ready to form, with their front to the 
enemy. 

1 The 
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The icnemy advanced and began tso. cannonade. We immediate- ^75^- 
ly halted behind a large bank, which covered our party from their 
guns, but which was eafily got over, if they fliould advance and ap- 
pear determined to attack. 

The artillery was pofted on the top of the bank, which was 
high and commanded all round. Their cavalry came on near enough 
for grape-fhot to do execution. They flood for fbme time, till Al- 
lum Cawn, the officer who commanded them, was killed, and above 
200 more; on which they retreated. The reft of the army chofe 
to follow their example ; the French bringing up their rear, moved 
back *to their camp, and left us to finifli our march to Trichino- 
poly. 

I WAITED the next day on the* Nabob, the Maiflbre general, 
;and the reft of the alliance, in order to fettle the plan of operations 
for the enfuing campaign *. There it was agreed to attack the 
enemy in their camp ; and in cafe they chofe rather to retreat to the 
iiland than ftand an engagement, to take fuch meafures as entirely 
to cut off their communication with the country; which we.eiFedt- 
ed foon- after, .an4 obliged diem to furrender for want ,of provi- 
fions. 

Ready and refolute as thefe country people appear in coun- 
cils, they are ever dilatory, and flow in ejxecution, fuperftitioufly 
tied down to fafts and feafts, lucky and unlucky days : nothing fpurs 
them on to aft, till thofe ridiculous cuftoqis. are complied with, which 
feldom happens before the opportunity is loft. Thus three or four 
(Jays were mrown away in thefe trifling delays; and the enemy ap- 
prifedof our delign, prudently, as we then thought, determined to 
•retreat to the, ifland for. their greater fecurity, burning, and deftroy- 
ing a ^ large magazine of provifions, intended for the fiege of Tri- 
cbinopoly. By this fudden and unexpedled. retreat, we had a more 
compleat vidory, which, made fome amends for what j before was 
concerned at, the hot having it in my power to attacjk them as we 
propofed. 

• Tke anny «oofift?d of 1200 Efiropeapa, Tanjore forces above igoohorfe. Their in- 
and Topafles in battalion ; fepoys in o^r pay fantry of all forts lo^ooo. 
2000. The Nabob's, Maiflbre Marattas asxl 

This 
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1752. This retreat to the ifland was on the 3d of April. The army 
' under Mr, Law confifted of 600 Europeans, Topaffes, and CofFrees, 
1800 French fepoys, and about 15,000 black cavalry and infantry; 
Mr. Diipleix's account fays 20,000 in all. 

We now endeavoured to cut off their fupplies, which they moft- 
ly received from the other fide of the Coleroon, their communication 
being open that way quite to Pondichery. Promifing myfelf great 
fuccefs from the aftivity and vigilance of captain Clive, I detached 
him with 400 of my beft Europeans, 1200 fepoys, and 4000 horfe, 
to take poft on the other fide. He croiTed the two rivers, about 
feven miles below Seringam, at a pafs near Dolaways Choultry- 

I ALSO fent captain Dal ton to take the poft of Elmiferam where 
the enemy had cannon. The place furrendered after a faint refift- 
ance. Captain Clive having acquainted me that he had taken poft 
at a village and a Pagoda, called Samiavcram, about ten miles from 
Seringam, and on the high road to Arcot and Pondichery, through 
which their convoys muft pafs, I paid him a vifit the 8th of April, 
after Elmiferam was reduced, to concert what further meafures were 
proper to be purfued. We agreed that he (hould make an attack 
on Pitchunda, a place which they had fortified, fituated on the 
bank of the Coleroon, oppofite to Seringam, and commanding the 
pafs of that river. But it was firft neceflary to ftorm Lalgoody, a 
mud fort, where the enemy had a large magazine of grain, and this 
captain Clive executed three days after, while the neceflfary diipofi- 
tions were making for the fiege of Pitchunda. Having received in- 
telligence that a party of the enemy were at Outatoor, 1 5 miles 
from Samiaveram, with a large convoy of ftores, captain Clive 
marched the j 5th of April to intercept them, leaving only a fmall 
party to fecure his poft till his return. The French being advifed of 
his march, thought fo good an opportunity of retaking a poft of 
that confequence ought not to be negleded. They therefore formed 
a detachment from their army, who had orders to march after dark, 
that their attack might be made at day-light, on the party which 
were left iii the Pagoda. 

On captain Clive*s arrival at Outatoor, he found no enemy nor con- 
voy, and fufpedtihg the report to have been a finefli of the enemy, 
in order to draw him from Samiaveram, he refolved, after refrefhing 

his 
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his people, to return immediately to his former poft. He arrived 
near the Pagoda about eleven at night, his men, fatigued with fo 
long a march, went to reft, and captain Clive retired to his pallan- 
keen *. 

The French, ignorant of captain Clive's return, began their 
march in the night from their army, and arrived about four in the 
morning at Semiaveram, where they found every thing as quiet as 
they could wiih : their guides led them direftly to the pagoda. On 
their approach, the i6th of April, the party left there in the morn- 
ing challenged, and were anfwered Friends, by Ibme deferters from 
us. This contented our people, who imagining them fome of 
captain Clive's returning party, were not convinced of their miftake 
till the fepoys began to fire. 

Captain Clive awaked, and alarmed atthe firing, ran immediate- 
ly towards it, by which means he joined the French fepoys, who were 
puftiing into the Pagoda, and imagining them his own troops, who 
endeavoured td fcreen themfelves from an attack, began to reprimand 
themin the country language, angrilydemanding what they were firing 
at. The fepoys, in this confufion, paid little regard to him, till 
one of their officers fufpeding him to be an EngUfhman, drew his 
fword, and cut at him, which he parried, by advancing forwards 
and receiving the blow from near the hilt j another officer of our fe- 
poys accidentally coming to his .affiftance, cut the fellow down, 
and difengaged captain Clive, who by this time perceiving his mif- 
take, and by great good fortune getting out of their hands, went 
in fearch of his detachment, which he found under arms ; but in 
the mean while his own party in the Pagoda was diflodged, and 
the French were in pofleffion of the poft. 

He therefore inftantly formed his detachment, and marched to 
the Pagoda, and finding the enemy in poffeflion, he immediately 
ordered the. gate *to be ftormed. The officer who attempted it was 

* A pallankeen is a bed, fupported by middle, 15 feet long, which fbnns an arch 

a wooden or ivory frame of fix feet long, and over the palankeen or bed, and is covered 

near three feet broad, Mened at each end with a canopy of cloth lined with filk, and 

with crofs fticks to a bamboo arched in the ftiftaed with ribt of the coconut tree. 
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1752. received by a platoon of the enemy, who killed him on the fpot, 
' and many of his people. 

On this it was thought neceflary that our cannon fliould be fent 
for, and a fumnions was made to the French commanding officer, 
fignifying, that as it was impofllble to efcape, it was moft prudent for 
him to furrender. The French officer bravely endeavoured to dif- 
engage himfelf, by fallying out of the Pagoda i but being killed in 
the attempt, with fome of his foremoft people, the reft furrendered 
at difcretion. The French fepoys without the Pagoda feeing it fur- 
rendered, endeavoured to fteal off; but the day beginning to dawn, 
they were perceived and purfued by the Maratta cavalry, who rid- 
pg in amongft them, inhumanly cut them all to pieces.* 

MoNAGEE with the Tanjorc troops undertook to retake Koiladdy. 
He fucceeded April 21ft, and the Nabob gave the King of Tan- 
jore a grant of it, as it guarded the bank, which conveyed the river 
Cauvcry into his country. 

As nothing now remained to obftruft our deiigns on Pitchunda, 
I took poft on the ifland to cover the cannon and ammunition ne- 
ceflary tor the attack of it. The garrifon confifted of 72 Europe- 
ans, 49 * Topaflcs, and fome fepoys ; and on the defences' were 
mounted three pieces of cannon and two mortars. 

Receiving intelligence that the enemy had a party at Outa- 
toor, I fent captain Dalton with 150 Europeans, 400 fepoys, and 
1000 horfe, to diflodge them ; he came up and had fome mirmifties 
with them, but expecting to renew the fight the next day, the 2d 
of May, he found thie place abandoned. 

MoNs. D'auteuil and his pafty marched off in the night, 
left the greateft part of their convoy of ftores, with which captain 
Dalton returned to captain Clive, who by this time had laid fiege 
to Pitchunda. I therefore ordered him to continue with Mr. Clive i 
and a battery being opened on the 8th, on the loth the garrifon 
furrendered prifoners of war, and were fent to the Nabob at Tri- 

* Topafles are the defcendantt of the Por* in ooloiur fism thelndiaiM dicmielves. They 
tngu^e who firft fettled in India, and mar- have the name of Topaflcs given Chem from 
rled with the natives. They differ ytry little their wearing hau. 
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chinopoly. Thus their communication was entirely cut ofF from ^7S^» 
the omer fide the Coleron, Monagee having taken Koiladdy. I 
detached our Coffiws* with two guns, to fecure the pafs on the ifland, 
who threw up an intrenchment, which might alone have defended 
them againft the whole body of the enemy's army ; fo inacceflible 
is this pafs, any where but in front, and there it does not admit of 
more man two men abreafl:. I then encamped at Chuckleypollam, 
facing the pafs of the Cauvery. 

The Maiflbreahs and Marattas on our right extended to War- 
riore Pagodas, and frobi thence a chain of cavalry to the extremity 
of the ifland, to prevent any fupplies flipping through, Monagee 
and the Tahjore troops on our left, the main body at Dolaways 
Choultry, to defend that pafs between them and us, all Tondeman's 
and the other Polygar's Collcries. Such was our fituation. The ene- 
my who encamped till then on the ifland, flruck their tents the 
1 8th of May, and took fhelter under cover of the walls of Serin- 
gam, giving out that they wouM receive us there. To diftrefs them 
the more, we pafled the Cauvery to the ifland, and encamped on 
the eaft fide of Jembiki/hnd, where ibme days after we threw up an 
entrenchment quite acrofs from river to river, intending to wait 
there till we could get up fome heavy cannon from Davecotah; hav- 
ing but one 18 and one 12 pounder, artillery not fufficient to make 
a breach. Monagee took pofl!efiion of my pofl: at Chuckleypol- 
lam. We were in this^ fituation, when intelligence came that Mr. 
D' Auteuil, who was lately driven out of Qutatoor by captain 
Dalton, was then at Volconda, with a large quantity of ftores. Cap- 
tain Clive, on the firft notice, formed a party, and marched the 27tn. 
He returned the 29th with Mr. D' Auteuil and his whole party pri- 
fbners. They confifi^d of three ofiicers and 50 men, 300 fepoys 
and as many norfe. 

At this time the enemy were fo reduced for want of provifions, 
that the Indian army, on pardon and protection promifed by the 
Nabob, came over to us in great numbers ; one of their generals in 
partictdai', nartjed Coop Saib, joined us, with a thoufand horfe, a 
large body of fepoys, and 14 elephants. 

• Ccdheti {by the French called Caftes) is coaft of Gumca, or any other parts of Africa, 
now become the general name for all negroes arnd chiefly from Madagafcar. They are brave* 
who are brought to India from the Cape, the and fteady in the field, 
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17^2. Chunda Saib difpirited and reduced to the greateft extremi- 
ty, and without nioney to pay his troops, wUling to try if he had 
a friend in Monagee the Tanjore general, demanded leave to pafe 
through his camp to Tanjore, which was very readily granted ; and, 
as is too much tne cuftom in like cafes, the moment he was in the 
power of his enemy he was made a prifoncr. He mighty no doubt, 
have efcaped to Pondichery, but in thcfe circumftances he dreaded 
Mr. Dupleix. 

Next day, June ift, the Nabob, the Maiffore and Maratta ge- 
nerals, Monagee and myfelf, being aflembled, it was debated how 
to difpofe of him. I was filent on this occaiion, and they were t)f 
different opinions. The Nabob and Monagee judged it very dan- 
gerous to let out of their hands a man who had already given them 
fo much trouble. The Maiflbrt general and Morarow were for 
having himi in their poffeflion. Finding they could not agree, I 
propofed that we (hould have the care of him, and keep him con- 
fined in one of our own iettlements : this was by no means approved, 
and we parted without coming to any refolution; but ibme of Mo- 
nagee's people put an end to the diifpute by cutting off his head^ 
which was done the 3d of June *. 

Thus did Chunda Saib pay the juft price of his ambition and 
prefumption. In private life he is faid to have been a man of great 
benevolence, humanity, and generofity : with regard to his public 
charader ; in this country, ambition being a venial fault, every man 
who fuccceds is a great man ; if he fails, he is only reckoned un- 
fortunate. 

M. D'auteuil was brought prilbner to Trichinopoly, and on 
giving his parole not to ferve againfl the Nabob, was releafed. 
The enemy became fo much ftraitened for want of provifions, that 
they could hold out no longer. Mr. Law therefore thought ia 
earneft of furrendering, and to that end defired our mediation 
with the Nabob. We met in confequence^i and explained to him. 
the Nabob's terms, which were in general ; 

* Mr.' Dupleix, in his Memoire, falfelv aC* cdmnny hud been dearly refiited in the com- 
I^rt9« that Col. Laurence himfelf ordered the try. 
death of Chunda Saib, QOtwitbftanding that 

That 
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That the Pagodas of Jcmbikifhna and Seringam (hould be deli- 1752. 
vercd to the Nabob, with all the guns, ftores, and ammunition. 
That the Europeans, Topaffcs, and CofFrces (hould be prifoners 
of war. That the officers fliould give their parole not to fervc againft 
Mahomed AUee Cawn and his allies, and the deferters be par- 
doned. 

These articles being figned by Mr. Law on the 3d of June, 
captain Dalton took poifeffion of Seringam, and the French marched 
out, being about 600 Europeans and 300 fepoys. The reft of 
their allies accepting of the Nabob's cowle or protedlion, feparated 
and difperfed. In Seringam we found thirty pieces of cannon, ten 
of which were 1 8 and 1 2 pounders, the reft neld-pieces, two large 
mortars, a number of cohorns, and a great quantity of ammuni- 
tion, and all kind of military ftores. 

Captain Campbell with a party efcorted the ^prifoners to Fort 
St. David. The Pagodas being thus fecurcd, and every thing fo 
happily finiflied to the fouthward, I imagined we had only to put 
the Nabob in quiet poffeflion of his territories to the north- 
ward, where many places ftill remained with the French, but 
Gingce was the only fort of confcquence which could give us any 
trouble. 

On my reprefenting the ill confequence of our delays, and pref- 
fing the Nabob to march with his allies, and reduce the reft of 
the province, I perceived in him much unwillingnefs and unac- 
countable backwardnefs ; but this myftery was at length explained. 
The Maiflbreans refufed to march tiD the Nabob had delivered up 
Trichinopoly, which they demanded, as they faid, according to agree- 
ment ; infifting, that as they had performed their part of the treaty, 
it was but juft the Nabob fliould fulfil his alfo. 

The Nabob juftly objected, that it was neither their agreement, 
nor reafonablc, that the fortrefs of Trichinopoly fliould be the price 
of its relief, but that when the King of Maiiflfore had fettled him 
in quiet pofTeftion of all his other dominions, he fliould then be 
ready and willing, according to his real intention and meaning, to 
give up that place. 

TH£ 
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I7t2. The Maiflbreans fccming fatisfied, promifcd to march and te- 
move this obje<aion. In confidence that they would follow, we 
marched with our Europeans to Outatoor the i6th of June, but 
not finding our allies, or the Nabob follow us, we returned the 
1 8th of June, hearing that Morarow with his Marattas intended 
putting a flop to the Nabob's march. 

I ENDEAVOURED to reconcile the chiefs; but I found Morarow 
wanted no lefs than Trichinopoly for himfelf ; an agreement there- 
fore between the two contending parties never could procure it him, 
wherefore he feparately advifed both not to give up their preten- 
fions ; hoping a breach would give him an opportunity to efFeft what 
he faw was not to be obtained by any other method. 

The Nabob, by giving up Trichinopoly and its dependencies, 
without being in pofleflion of the reft of the Arcot countries, quit- 
ted for ever that part which alone, of all his prctenfions he was 
adlually in pofleflion of. The King of Maiflbre's friendfhip and al- 
liance was of great confequence, but it alfo might be purchased 
too dear ; for however he might promife to aflift the Nabob in the 
recovery of his other countries, when he was once in pofleflion of 
the place, if he (hould refufe to fulfil this part of the engagement, 
who could force him ? Other compenfations were propofed, and the 
Nabob even ofiered to give him a promife under his hand, to de- 
liver Trichinopoly in two months, if he would but march with 
and aflift him. 

Nanderauze promifed he would follow and join the Nabob 
with his troops, in order to march towards our fettlements. The 
Maiflbreans and Morarow remained encamped under the walls of 
Trichinopoly, fcemingly friends, and every day talked of followin£ 
the Nabob. Monagee with the King of Tanjore's troops returned 
home, and Tondeman followed them. The Tanjoreans could ne- 
ver be brought to confent to the giving Trichinopoly to the Mai^ 
fbreans. 

On the 28th we marched from Oatatoor through Volcondah and 
Verdachilum, and arrived before Trivedy on ttie 7th of July. 
The enemy had left there a finall party, which, on the Nabob's 

fununons. 
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fummonsy furrendcrcd. There I left the army, under the com- ^75^- 
mand of captain De Gingins, being in fo bad a ftate of health that ' 
I could not keep the field. 

It will not be improper to fliew what the French were doing 
at Pondichery . To give Dupleix his due, he was not eafily caft down ; 
his pride fupported him, and at the fame time his mind was full 
of refources ; the injuftice of his cauie never difhirbed him ; and, 
provided he could gain his ends, the means never gave him any con- 
cern. His council was chiefly compofed of his own creatures, who 
never difputed what he propofed. He was married to a woman, 
endowed with as much fpirit, art and pride, as himfelf ; born in 
the country, miftrefs of all the low cunning peculiar to the natives, 
and well fkUled in their language. 

The furrender of Mr. Law happened at that feafon of the year, 
when the (hips arrived from Europe, and brought a large reinforce- 
ment, to which Mr. Dupleix added all the failors from the company's 
fhips, fending Lafcars on board to navigate them to China. Thus he 
colleded new troops ; and not to want a pretender to the govern- 
ment of Arcot, on Chunda Saib's death, he proclaimed Raja Saib 
his fon. Nabob of the province > but afterwards, that he might feem 
to have an undoubted right of appointing whoni he pleafed, he gave 
out that the Mogul had fent him Saneds or commiflions, declar- 
ing him governor of all this part of the Carnatick, from the river 
Kriftnah to the fea. Thefe Saneds were proved to be a forgery, and 
the whole contrivance detedted in the moil public manner, as will 
appear. 

The fuppofed meflenger from Delly was received with all the 
honour ajid ceremony ufually paid to an ambaflador from the Mo- 
gul ; and that nothing might be wanting to compleat the farce, Mr. 
Dupleix himfelf, in the country manner, with mufick and dancing- 
girls before him, mounted on an elephant, received with due 
reverence from the hands of the pretended ambaflador, his com- 
mifllon from the Mogul, and in confequence of his appointment, 
gave out all orders from that time as fuch; he even kept his Dur- 
bar or court, fat on a fofa, and received prefcnts from his council 
as well as the natives, like a Prince of the country ; and thus en- 
deavoured to fupport the character of Subah of the Deckan. 

I Mr 
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J--2 M^- DuPLEix, to return to my fubje<a, finding that Chunda 

_ -\^ Saib's fon would be of little ufe to him, by his intereft in the coun- 
try, or his money, offered the Nabobftiip of Arcot to the governor 
o/ Velloure, Mootis Allee Cawn, a man every way fit for his pur- 
pofc, and befides, very rich. Mootis Allee Cawn was to find mo- 
ney, and Dupleix Europeans. Under diflFerent pretences, and at 
different times, he got irom him about three lack of roupees ; but 
the titular Prince finding he was only amufed, demurred till Du- 
pleix would give him better proofs of making good his promifes. 
As there was no more money to be got, Dupleix had no further oc- 
cafion for him, and left him where he found him, only fomething 
the poorer. 

As I have faid before, there was (HU a good deal of the Arcot 
province in the hands of t]|e French, and Chunda Saib's friends, 
which we fhould have endeavoured to recover. Our forces were 
not very confiderable ; we had lofl a great many men ; there was a 
ftrong garrifon left in Trichinopoly, and we had but few recruits 
that year. The French had many more, befides preffing the fea- 
men into their fervice. However, enough might have been fpared 
to go with the Nabob and gather his rents, and to recover the 
grcatcft part of the country. Inflead of beginning by degrees, which 
at that time was all our ftrength would admit of, the governor of 
Madrafs refblved to attack Gingee. 

Gin GEE is fituated to the wefl of Pondicherry. It is furrounded 
with mountains, and the roads, or more properly pafTes, leading to 
it, begin between thofc mountains, at about ten miles diilance. An 
army within thofe pafTes may be eafily blocked up, unlefs they can 
afford to fecure themfelves, and keep their communication open with 
country. It confifls of two towns, called the Great and little Gingee. 
The firfl to the fouthward, the other to the northward. They 
are both' furrounded by one wall, three miles in circumference, - 
which inclofes the two towns, and five mountains of ragged rock, 
on the fummits of which are built five flrong forts. The two towns 
are divided from eafl to wefl by a wall lined with cannon, which 
one of thofe five rocks defends as a citadel. The place is inaccef- 
fible, except from the eaft and fouth-eafl. Four roads lead to it, 
by the one our army marched, the other faces towards Arcot, the 
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third to Wandcwafh, and the fourth to Pondichery. The place was ^752* 
well fupptied with all manner of ftores, and garrifoned by 150 Eu- 
ropeans^ and iepoys and black people in great numbers. Such was 
the ftate of Gingee when we refolved to befiege it- 111 as I was^ at 
that time, with the fever, I fet out from Fort St. David for Ma- 
drafs, to fee the governor, and try if I could diifuade him from the 
attempt. 

I REPRESENTED the fituation and ftrength of the place, com- 
pared to the force we could fend, and even allowing that we could 
have marched our whole force, the number would not be fufficient 
for the attack, and at the fame time to provide for our fecurity, by 
keeping the paiTes open, and protecting our convoys of provifions, 
which muft come from Fort St. David, as no fupply could be ex- 
pedled from a country difaffedled by its neighbourhood to Pondi- 
chery. Befides, we had alfo an enemy at our back, with a force 
fufficient, at leaft, to flop our convoys. I reprefented to him that 
the Nabob's affairs alfo required our fettling other places firft, where 
we were fure of fuccefs; and we ought to confider what an impreffion 
the leaft check would make on the minds of thefe flu<5tuating, and yat 
unfettled people. 

These, with feveral other reafons, determined me to diffuade 
the governor from the attempt; but he declared to me, that he had 
ordered a party, and it muft go. 

Major Kinneer was fent with a detachment, from the army at 
Trivedy, of 200 Europeans ; the Nabob alfo fent his troops, about 
600 horfe, and 1 500 fepoys. 

They marched the 23d of July, and arrived before the place 
the 26th. A fummons. was fent, which the French anfwered veiy 
civilly, by faying, they kept it for the King of France, and were 
refolved to defend it. Soon after, intelligence was brought that a 
party marched fr6m Pondichery of 200 Europeans, and 1 500 fe- 
poys. Two pieces of battering cannon, ammunition, &c. were or- 
dered out, under an efcort of 1 50 Europeans, The French pofted 
themfelves on the road our convoys were obliged to pafs, upon which 
Major Kinneer judged it better to leave Gingee, againft which he 
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1752. h^d no profp^(9: of fuccefs, and meet the French $ finding it of raoft 
• confequence to keep his communication open. 

The French had made choice of a good poflr, with a river and 
the village of Vickarivandy in their front, and feven^ pieces of can- 
non wcU difpofcd. Our men attacked, but were very warmly 
received, and galled by a brilk fire from behind walls. A blunder- 
ing commander of our artillery, (a Frenchman who had deferted 
and was taken into our fervice) contrived to port our cannon fo, 
that they could not favour the attack ; which major Kinneer endea- 
vouring himfelf to reitify, was wounded in the leg, and many of 
the men and officers killed ; which obliged him in the end to re- 
treat, but in very good order. Thus ended the expedition againft 
Gingee. Poor major Kinneer was almoft recovered of his womid, 
but fretting at his difappointmcnt, was feiijed with a* fever and 
flux, which carried him off fortie tiffie after. 

The French, animated as ufiial upon theleaft fuccefs, joined this 
party with all the force they could bring into the field. . They 
matched clofe to the bounds of Fort St. EXavid. I was ftill at Ma- 
drafs, but having received an account of their motion, orders were 
fent to our troops in St. David's, to march oiit and encamp. Cap- 
tain Schaub's company of Swifs was alfo fent by fea^from Madras. 
The party went in boats, though I dfefired they might be fent in 
a fliip which was in the road, as well fi^r the fafety and eafe of 
the troops, as a fecurity againft any attempts of Mr. Dtjplcix, who, 
I very weH kfteW, was capable of doing any thing- tb anfwer his. 
prefent purpofes. 

Mr. Duple IX, on notice of the- embarkation^ fent a fhip out 
of Pondichery road, and took captain Schaub and his whole com- 
pany, and carried them into Pondichery, and . there detained them 
prifoners of war. An adion againft the law of nations, and an 
open violation of tne peace then fubfifting between us and the French^ 
facred here, as well as in Europe, though we were allies in differ- 
ent caufes. Immediately on news of this, ill as I ftill continued, I 
embarked with captain Gaupp's Swifs company, on boafd the Bom- 
bay Caftle^ the ftiip I had alked for the other party* 

I AR- 

4 



0"N THE COAST OF C O R OM A ND EL. 2S 

I ARRIVED at St. David's the i6th of Auguft, and the 17th '^75^^ 
took the field with 400 Europeans, 1 700 fepoys, and 4000 of the 
Nabob's troops, and nine pieces of cannon. I found the enemy 
' encamped within fight of us, and after reconnoitring their fituation, 
I refolved to attack them the next morning ; which they either got 
information of, or fufpeded, for they marched off that night to 
Bahoor. I followed them the next day, for they ftill retreated, 
till they came very near their own bounds, with the village of Vil- 
lanour in their front, three miles from Pondichery. 

Mr. de K^rjean, a nephew of Mr. Dupleix, commanded this 
^rmy. By his uncle's order, he protefted in a long letter, againft 
bur entering their bounds, forbidding us to follow the Prince of 
the country even in his own territories. The abfurdity of theie 
protefts, to which we had too long paid fbme regard, was greatly 
increafed finee Mr. Dupleix had thrown off the mafk, by taking 
captain Scbaub and his party pfifoncrs. ' 

I WAS encamped at a Pagoda called Trichanky, from whence 
I had a view of their camp, confiftihg of 400 Europeans, 1500 
(fepoys, and 500 cavalry. In hopes of bringing them to an en- 
gagement, I attacked their advanced poft at Villenour; but as tliey 
-woiild not.fixpport it, I could do no more than drive out that par- 
ty, my.oodcrs not permitting me to follow them into their bounds. 

Finding it impoflible to bring on an engagement, I marched 
back and incamped at Bahoor, two miles from Fort St. David, to 
fee if my retreat would encourage De Kcrjean to follow us. As no 
^>eople are naturally more elated with trifles, (I mean when they 
liave not at their bead a man of folidity, experience and judgment) 
I had hopes this fcheme might take. The event more than an- 
fwered my expectation. Mr. Dupleix ordered De Keijean to follow 
us, conjuring him to improve the minute, and make the proper 
ufe of our fears. Dc Kerjean, fufpe<5ting it might be othcrwiie, re- 
pre&n.ted his thoughts of our retreat, which only procured him a 
more peremptory order, to march after us immediately; fofr Mr. 
Dupleix told him, he was convinced we would not fight ; that he 
expedted the* Prince every hour with Mr. Dela Touche, who fliould 

* The Prince was a very Iar|^e French com- and Chunda 5aib: (he was burnt in her paf- 
pany*s (hip, with 700 men, and prefents from fagc to lndu\, ard fcaice a man Lvcd. 
the t'rcnch King for the Mo^ul, Salabatzing 
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1752. inftantly fuperiede him. He was therefore obliged to obey, and ac- 
cordingly encamped next day, within two miles of us, and I made 
a difpofition for attacking him the morning after. 

On the 26th of Auguft, at two in the morning, our little army 
was under arms ; our fepoys in front in one line, our battalion formed 
a fccond, with the artillery divided on our flanks. A high bank on 
our left flank, extended to the French camp, and behind it were 
pofted the cavalry, with orders to march as we did ; and if they faw 
the enemy in any confufion, on our attack, they were immediately 
to make the proper advantage of their diforder. The ground per- 
mitting us, we marched in that order, and came up in time to be- 
gin our attack, a little before dawn of day. Our fepoys were chal- 
lenged by the enemies advanced poft, and not anfwering, received 
their fire and returned it, ftill marching on. The Europeans fol- 
lowed in- good order, and kept fhouldered while our fepoys were 
engaged with theirs. The day juft then beginning to break, wc 
faw the French battalion drawn out a little upon our left. On their 
right was the bank I mentioned before, and on their left a tank or 
pond of water, which obliged us to incline, to make our front equal 
to theirs. We then advanced, while they continued all the time a 
very brifk fire from their cannon. The foiall arms foon began : our 
men advanced firing ; and the French flood their ground, till our bay- 
onets met. The violence of the attack was made by our grena- 
diers and two platoons, who threw the enemy into diforder, and 
foon after their whole line was broke. They then threw down their 
arms, and ran for it. Every moment our cavalry was exped:ed to 
charge ; but they, inftead of purfuing, employed themfelves in plun- 
dering the camp, which gave time to many of the French to re- 
treat to Areacopong. The adtiop, however, ended greatly in our 
favour. Mr.Kerjean, fifteen officers, and 1 00 private men were made 
prifoners, and ir.any more were wounded, or fell in the engagement. 
Their artillery, confifting of eight pieces of cannon, with dl their 
ammunition^ tumbrils, and fl:ores, fell into our hands. We had 
one officer killed, three or four wounded, and feventy eight men 
killed and wounded. The Nabob, highly delighted at our fuc- 
cefs, though difpleafed at the behaviour of his own people, return- 
ed with me to Fort St. David, where we received accounts that three 
thoufand Marattas were on their march from Trichinopoly to join 
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the Nabob ; but we had reafon to fufpedi: their intentions; they were 17 S^* 
to have joined the French, if our fuccefs had not prevented them. 
Nanderauze, the Maiffore general, ftill remained before Trichinopo- 
ly, with Morarow, outwardly our friend, but ready to feize the firft 
opportunity to get pofleffion of the town : they therefore kept cap- 
tain Dalton continually on the watch, the more fo as it was necef- 
fary to feem as if we did not fufpcift them, or know any thing of 
their treating with the French. Mr. Dupleix did not lofe fo fair 
an opportunity of endeavouring to bring the Maiflbreans to his in- 
tereft. He therefore promifed Nanderauze not only Trichinopoly, 
but gave him hopes that the kingdom of Tanjore might alfo be ad- 
ded to it. 

On thenews of ourviftory, 3000 Marattas joined us, commanded 
by Innis Cawn, the next in rank to Morarow, who, according to 
cuftom, fwore fidelity to the Nabob, and we marched to Trivedy 
the 17th of September. 

To improve the remaining part of the feafon, the monfoon * com- 
ing on, captain Clive was lent with a fmall detachment to take 
Covelong, a fort 16 miles to the fouthward of Madrafs, and Chcn- 
galaput, about 40. The laft mentioned fort was exceeding ftrong, 
being almoil encompafled by a morafs, and furrounded with two 
walls, the ramparts of which are 1 6 feet thick, a wet ditch faced 
with ftone 60 feet wide, quite round the outward fort, and another 
half round the inner. Chengalaput capitulated the ift of Odlober. 
It fhould be remarked, that the officer who commanded was thea 
prifoner on parole. 

Having performed this fervice, and the monfoon now ap- 
proaching, I propofed returning to winter quarters, at Fort St. Da- 
vid, to give our men, who were fufficiently harraffed, the fmall 
refrefhment of two months reft, and good quarters, during the 
rains, which fall heavily in this country ; but I had orders to canton 
the troops at Trivedy : the Nabob did the fame. 

Notwithstanding thefe feeming advantages to the north- 
ward, our fituation in general was very difcoiiraging. The Na- 
bob's money at this time began to fail, and what is a natural con^ 

* A feafon of heavy raini and dorms which begin about this months and generally continue 
to December. 
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17C2. fcquence, his troops left him. Befides, f bey had never been ufcd 
to keep the field at this feafon of the year ; Morarow, on a pretend- 
ed difpute with the Maiflbreans for want of pay, marched off to 
Pondichery, and declared for the French ; Innis Cawn decamped alfo 
at the fame time. 

All this was a fcheme concerted by Nanderauze, to fee if he could 
not gain Trichinopoly. He would not break openly with the Na- 
bob, for then all his hopes were ^one ; but if he could create us 
fuch a number of enemies, he concluded neither the Nabob nor 
the Englifli could poffibly fupport the war. He thought therefore, 
in fuch diftrefs, he might make his own terms for the afliftance we 
fhould want, and which he alone could give us. This, in reality, 
was the intention of his pretended quarrel with Morarow. 

Th'e Maiflbrean, to fave appearances, and a<5t with fome fhpw 
of juftice, faid he would return to his own country, if the Nabob 
would pay him his expences in ready money. The fum he afked 
was as impoffible for the Nabob to raife, as for us to advance, which 
he very well knew. Countries were offered as fecurities ; but no- 
thing lefs than ready money would fatisfy, or what he choie rather, 
the being put in pofleffion of Trichinopoly, which he had attempted 
to flirprife in the following manner. 

A Neapolitan named Clement Poverio, who had been a long 
time in India, and knew the country language very well, had taken 
fervice with the Nabob,, arid commanded a company of Topafles. 
This man ferved as interpreter between captain Dalton and Nander- 
auze, who thinking it not difficult to bribe fuch a perfon, offered 
him a confiderable fum of money, if he would be inflrumental in 
lending him affiflance to get pofleffion of the town. The man de- 
fired fome time to confider of it, and on his return honeflly difco- 
vered the whole to captain Dadton, who, after returning him thanks 
for his fidelity, ^and promifing. a reward, ordered him to carry on 
the fcheme with Nanderauze, and on his next vifit to affure him he 
was ready to obey his orders. The fellow returned with his lefTon, 
and a<3:ed his part naturally, fo as to avoid the appearance of double 
dealing- The fcheme concerted between Nanderauze and Morarow 
was, that Poverio, with part of his Topafs campany, fliould fecure 
a gate for the entrance of the troops. The French prifoners that 
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\Te had takea at Samiavcram and Vokonda, were to be armed, and I7C2. 
fet at - liberty, by the remainder of his company, who were to at- 
tdxrk the guard over them. Six refolute fellows undertook to dif- 
patch captain Dalton on his firft appearance, after the alarm given. 
Every thing, in fliort^ was fettled, and the night appointed for the 
execution. Captain Dalton apprifed of this, to fcreen Poverio from 
fufpicion, made the neceffary difpofitions for his defence, with the 
greatcfl: fecrecy, tiil the evening came, on which the plot was to take 
place. He then informed the Nabob's brother-in-law, the go- 
vernor of Trichinopoly, of their defigns, and the plan he had laid to 
defeat them. Terrified at the thoughts of an attempt, and confult- 
ing nothing biit his fears, to prevent all rifque, the governor fent a 
meflenger to Nanderauzc, informing him of- the difeovery of the 
whole plot, and our having taken proper meafures to prevent its 
execution 5 adding to it all the circumftances that Dalton had told 
him, that the Maiflbrean might not doubt in the leaft, the truth of 
the difcovery. Wh^n he haddone this, he acquainted captain Dalton 
with it, not a little pleafed with himfelf, and thinking he had afted 
with uncommon difcretion in the afFair to prevent the Maiffbrean's 
defigns by fuch a priident ftep* Nanderauze wifely defiftcd from the 
attempt, but offered large fiams for Poverio, dead or alive. It was 
on the difcovery of this, that I propofed Dalton fhould feize on the* 
Maiflbrean and Morarow, which he m^ht eafily have done, by a fur-- 
prize, as he often had conferences with them i and I muft own, I 
thought in juftice it would have been rigjit to have done it :• but 
the Prefidency wjcre of another opinion. Before we clofc the year 
1.752, it will be neceflary to fay what was doing by Sallabatzing and' 
Mr. Bufly to the northward. 

At the end of the year 175 1, we left the French v^ith the Vice- 
roy of their own appointing, Salabatzing marching tt> Aiirengabad : 
they were foon after difturbed by Ballazerow the chief of the Marat- 
tas, who came down with a large army againft them. 

Thb war continued till Odlober iy$29 when Gawzedy Cawn, the 
elder brother of Salabatzing, whom the Mogul had appointed Prince 
of the Deckan, marched to take poflTeflion of his government ; but 
he died in fourteen days after his arrival at Aurengabad, poifoned 
by his own fifter. After his death, Salabatzing concluded a treaty 
at Hydrabad with Ballazerow s but the Mogul, on the death of 
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1753. Gawzedy Cawn, appointed his fbn Shaw Abadin Cawn to fuccecd. 
He accordingly informed the Nabob, Mr. Saunders, and Mr. Du- 
pleix of the Mogul's appointment, and raifed a large army to come 
and take poffeffion : but he was foon obliged to drop that defign, 
the Mogul's affairs requiring his prefence with the army at Delly. 
Sallabatzing now left at large, at the carneft folicitation of Mr. Du^ 
pleix, gave all our fettlements to the northward to the French, who, 
however, for the prefent, did not attempt to take poffeffion, except 
of Divi Ifland. Mr. Buffy frequently quarrelled with Salabatzing, 
and as often again affifted him with his Europeans in coUedUng his 
revenues ; by which condudl he fometimes promoted the intereft of 
the company, always his own, and is thereby become one of the rich- 
eft fubjedls in Europe. 

Before the beginning of the new year the Maiflbreans had de- 
clared againft us, and being in poflcffion of Seringam Pagodas, cap- 
tain Dalton beat up their camp in the night, and killed Tome 
people. 

Two days after this, the Maifforeans recovering themfelves, at- 
tacked his advanced poft, on the other fide the Cauvery, within 
cannon-fhot of the fort. It was defended by a redoubt, in which 
he had pofted fixty Europeans, and fbme fepoys. The enemy came 
on with extraordinary refolution, through the fire of our mufquetry 
to the very parapet. A panick feized our people, and inftead of 
trufting to the redoubt, and waiting for a reinforcement from the 
town, they abandoned the poft, and attempted to crofs the river. 
The cavalry feeing their confufion, followed them into the Cauvery, 
and there cut every man to pieces. This obliged captain Dalton to 
keep within his garrifon, which was ftill very fufficient ; and a& we 
apprehended no fcarcity of provifions, we were not concerned on 
his account, being determined our efforts ftiould ftill be exerted in 
this part of the province. 

In confeqiience of our refolution, and hearing the French were 
marched with Morarow from * Waldore, towards Trivedy ; we fet 
out from Fort St. David the 6th of January, with 350 Europeans, 
700 fepoys, and joined the Nabob and our other forces at Trivedy. 

* A fort 12 miles weft of Pondicheiy. 
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Our army cdnfifted of about 700 Europeans^ 2000 fepoys, 1000 1753. 
of the Nabob's cavalry, and our own litdc troop of 20. The Na- 
bob had neither money nor allies, except the King of Tanjore, who 
promiied very fairly, but never fent any afliftance. The French, 
confiiting of 500 Europeans, ^ooo fepoys, a troop of horfe com- 
manded by Mr. Maiffin, and 4000 Marattas, intrenched themfelves 
on the banks of the river Paniar in fight of Trivedy. Morarow^ 
with his Maratta horfe, ravaged and deftroyed the coimtry, attack- 
ing our convoys, and obliging us to march our whole force, to 
bring our provifions and ftores from Fort St. David. 

On the ninth of January, in the morning, the Marattas, who had 
a train of artillery, and two companies of Topaffes, brought down 
three pieces of cannon, and begun to cannonade the village of Trive- 
dy. I ordered the grenadiers and fome fepoys to attack their battery, 
and followed with our whole body to fupport them. The party 
puflied on brifkly, and got pofleffion of meir artillery before the^ 
had time to fire a fecond round. As the cavalry ftiU kept their di^* 
tance but within cannon (hot, we followed them with ibme field- 
pieces about two miles, and were preparing to return when they 
furrounded and attacked us on every fide. Our cannon did great 
execution with grape-fiiot, and our men kept their fire admirably 
well. Finding they could not Succeed, they left us to purfue our 
march to camp, with the three pieces of cannon our grenadiers had 
taken in the morning. 

The King of Tanjore having promifed us a body of cavalry, I 
fent a party of infantry, with two pieces of cannon to favour their 
junction. They came on fome part of the way, but thinking ud 
in a bad condition, and fearing the Marattas, they amufed us only 
With promifes, and obliged our party to return to the army with- 
out them. • 

The enemy were fo fuperior to us in cavalry, that we were obliged 
often to march our whole body to efcort ftores and provifions from 
St. David^s to our camp ; always harrafled more or lels by the Marat- 
tas. On the I ft of April in particular, returning from St. David's, 
they attacked u? in fmaH parties the whole day, till within three 
miles of Trivedy, and there a large body attacked our front with great 
brifknefs, but tney were repulfed with the fame fpirit. We then 

G perceived 



4« 



NARRATIVE OF T H E W A R 



1753.. perceived th« whole body ofth^ -enemy on the, right of the road, 
within a mile of Trivedy. Our convoy very luckily marched oa 
the left flank, near the bed of a river. The enemy advancing, vve 
came prefently near enough for cannon, and kept advancing, and 
firing, with a fceming refolution on ^th fides to come to an aftion. 
They had a hollow way in their ?ront, which they imagined we 
could not pafs ; but as ioon as we cam^ to a proper diilance to make^ 
a.pufh, I ordered my fepoys aijd artillery to halt, and keep the Caval- 
xy clear of my convoy. Then marching on brifkly with the main 
body of Europeans, we crofled the hollow way, fo much to the fur-^ 
prize of the French, that they gave us only one fire, and ran away. 
We were too well iatisfieii with pur viftory to purfue, as we had ' 
the convoy to take care of : our men, befides^ were almc^ exhaufted 
with fatigue, having been, under arms from 3 o'clock in the morn- . 
ing, and the day (6 excefiively hot, that fome of our Europeans dropt 
down dead on the march, with the heat and want of water. - The 
Marattas hovered about us till the clofe of day. We killed a great; 
many of. them, and in particular Budgerow^ Morarow*8 brother. 

, Thi: lame day, on our march, we were joined by captain .PoIier> 
and his company of Swifs. With this reiirforcemcnt I deternuned 
to try if it was pofiil^e or warrantable to attack the ei^my> who 
could not be brought out of their ent^encK9ie;nts tq ao engagenjent* 
In coniequence of this refolution, I paade a march nearer them* 

In the front of their camp was a village where lay an advanced 
party. Oiu- grenadiers and 1 00 of the battalion Trere ordered to at- 
tack it ^ they fucceeded, and drove thi^ enemy out, who returaed 
to their main body. A little beyond this village, within 700 ya^ls 
of their c^mp, was a convenient and fafe poil to make a battery. 
We had brought with us two 24 pounders, which we mounted, and 
began to cannonade their camp, which was furrounded with a para- 
pet cannon proof, and with r^loubts at proper diftances, mounted 
with 30 pieces of cannon, and a veiy broad and deep ditch, with a 
£ood glacis. We continued cannonading for ibnae time i but ta 
To little purpofe, that we thought proper to defift 5 befides^ our march 
from Trivedy increafed our difficulties with r^;ard to provifions* 
The Marattas were indefatigable, who being joinra by aunall party 
from Pondichery, furpri^ed a fort called Bonnaffery, from whence 
we drew our fupplies of grain. Finding I could not bring them ta* 
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*an engagement^ and that an affault was impracticable, from their 
numbers^ which in Europeans were almoft equal to our little army; 
we returned to Trivedy, and captain Killpatrick marched with a 
detachment to retake Bonnagery, Which the enemy abandoned in 
the night. 

Captain Dalton, ever fince the \o{$ of his p^rty, had been (hut 
up in the fort. The main body of the enemy was at Seringam, 
and their cavalry continually icouring the plain, prevented any pro- 
Tifions from coming in. The inhabitants and garrifon were fup- 
plied from^he maga2ines. whidi were under the care of the Nabob's 
orotber^ who had always declared there was fufficient for a long 
time. Though there was no appearance of fcarcity, captain Dalton 
thought it fiece/lary to know the real quantity in ftore ; and mak^ 
ing an examination, to his great furprize, it appeared there was on* 
ly fufficient for three weeks, arkl no hope of a fupply from the coun-^ 
try, a party lately fent into Tondeman's diftridts not being able to 
get any, or even to return. Be immediately difpatched a mcffcnger 
with an account of hid fivuation, who reached me late at nighty 
the aoth of April, at Trivedy. Aflonifhed at this inteHigence, we 
£iw the neceffity of an immediate march to Trichinopo)y» which 
we begun .the asid infant in the morning, leaving captain Chafe 
wirh.i 50 Eumpeans and 500 fepovB for the defence of Trivedy ; 
and as I intended paffing through the Tanjore country, letters were 
difpatched by the Nabob and me to the King, acquainting him with 
our march, and inviting him to join us On our approach, to his ca* 
pital. Though we proceeded as expeditioufly as poflible, we were 
obliged to halt every third or fourth day, on account of the hot 
winfdsy which were fo powerful at this ieaibn, that notwitbftanding 
all our care, our little army was greatly dimihifhed. We marched 
by Chillambrum, a ftrong Pagoda, in which we had a ferjcant, and 
a few gunners. A place of fo muc^h confeouence for prelcrving our 
commuttiGalion* by land between St. Dtfvia s and the Tanjore coun* 
try^ (h<fuld have been reinforced 1 in(tea<!^ of that, our men were 
withdrawn, and it- fett into* the enemy*fe hands foon after our de-' 
parture. On ottr entering the Tanjore country, the King fent his 
prime minifter Succogce, to compliment the Nabob and .hif aHie^.^ 
He received our force, and promifed very fairly on the part of his maf- 
ter, to whom he foon returned; * We purfucd Our march to Condore 
the 3d of May. On our arrival, the King defired to meet the Na- 
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^753- ^^^ ^^^ "^^ half-way. I fet out the 4tli, in company with the Na- 
bob and Mr. Palk, who^ had been with me. from my leaving Mar- 
drafs. The King met us at the place appointed, attended by, his 
whole court, who on the occafion made a very magnificent and 
fplendid appearance. He was efcorted by 3000 horfe, well mountec^ 
and a great many elephants in filver trappings. After ceremonioufly 
pafling eiach other iii our Psdankeens, we were conduced to a pka- 
fant garden, and there received by the King, under a pavilion, fup- 
ported by pillars of filver, elegantly covered^ and fumifhed. There 
we renewed our affurances of friendfhip andprotcftion, and all our 
former engagements ; and it was determined that the King fhould 
fupport the Nabob, and join him the next day with 3000 horfe, and 
a like number of fepoys. After a refrefliment of miits, afhower 
of rofe- water, and being anointed with otter of rofes, we wei-e dif- 
miffed with prefents of elephants, horfes and * firpahs, and cfcorted 
to our camp by a brilliant party of the Rajah's cavalry. 

On the 5th, the horfe and fepoys joined us, according to agree- 
ment i but, as we foon after expierienced, only to make a parade, 
for they left us the fame day. We remonftrated, and very warmly 
preiTed their junftion, but they excufed themfclves with promifes 
of returning. Unwilling therefore to lofe time, andiafpeSEins; that 
they wanted only to amufe the Nabob and us, we marched and 
arrived the 6th of May at Trichinopoly, much decreafed in num- 
bers through fatigue ; and notwithftanding we frequently fent the 
fick back to our fettlements, the hofpttals were filled at our arrival. 
We had even left our tents behind, and took -only with us what 
baggage was abiblutely neceffary, that nothing might retard our re- 
lieving Trichinopoly, which indeed was of fo great coh&qyence, 
that every thing was to be rifqued for it. The enemy made a fhow 
of oppofition when we approached the fort. The whole plain was 
covered with their cavalry and fepoys, but a few (hot from our field- 
pieces ibon determined them to retreat to Seriogam. As we fent 
100 men to the hoipital upon our arrival at Trichinopoly, the re- 
mainder of my force, witn what the garriibn could fpare, when 
muftered, amounted to no more th^ 500 men in battalion, and 
20C0 fepoys. Nanderauze was on the ifland, zfxd had with him 1 0,000 

* A rich dre&of Aat coHBCiy. 
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Cavalfy, 6&00 Black infantry^ and abdut 100 Europeans^ with a good 1753, 
train of* artillery. After giving the men two days refrcfhmcnt, I 
croffcd the Cauvery to the ifland together with the Nabobs intend- 
ing to attack the enemy if we found a favourable opportunity ; but 
their fuperiority, and the advantage of their iituation^ n>ade it im- 
prafticable. It was as much as we could do, by a very brifk fire of 
our artillery, to keep our flanks clear from the cavalry that fur* 
rounded us, and at 'every motion we made were ready to charge.. 
Nor were the enemy's cannon filcnt ; fo that after a very fatiguing' 
day, I was obliged at night to retreat, and repafsthe river.- In this 
attempt, we had two officers killed, and three wounded, and but 
very few men in proportion ; the enemy's cavalry fuffered greatly. 

We then encamped on the plaiuj about four miles fouth-weil 
of the fort, at a place called the Fakeers's Tope, to keep our com- 
munication open with Tondeman's country. This Polygar ftiHre- 
mained a friend to the Nabob. He fometimes fent his troops, and 
all ouir provifions came from his country. Befides what was necef-^ 
fary for our daily confumption, our defign was, ifpofUble, to lay 
up a year's flock of grain in Trichinopoly ; as without this fupply 
our military operations; muft entirely be confined to this fpot ; but 
all our endeavours to this purpofe: were ineffe<Aual. The King of 
TTanjore, or Tond(man; cpuld eafily have fupplied us with the quan^. 
tity wanted, if they had been willing ; but they were apprehen* 
five, that if once Trichinopoly was well fupplied, we might think 
an army needlefs there, and march towards the coaft, and by that 
means leave their country expofed to the infults of the enemy. In 
vain were all our promifes,' that the fafety of their countries fhould 
be our firft care*: In vain did the Nabob and I reprefent to them 
the advantage it would be for the common caufe to have an army 
at liberty to move where we pleafed, which was not poflible, while 
the magazines remained unfurnifhed with grain. All thefe reafbns 
were to very little purpofe ; they judged of the Engliih by theiiifclves^ 
apprehending that if once we could carry a point, promifes made 
to gain it would be no* longer inform. By thefe means we were 
kept in Trichinopoly above a year, never able to get three months 
provifions into the fort ; I mean for the galTifoh< only without con-' ■ 
fidering the inhabkants, who were now obliged to leave their 
dwellings and fettle in Tanjore, and other places : by this means 
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jy-^^ the town, htcly/o populous, became almoft uninhabited. About 
^^ this time I was commiffioncd with Mr. Palk to treat with the King 
ofMaiffOTe. We accordingly wrote to him, and defired an inter- 
view> which his French allies would not permit him to give us. He 
only liecapitulatcdtn a letter, fix feet long, the agreement between 
the Nabob and him, the many injuries he had received from us by 
being kept out of the fort, and infifted oh Trichinopoly or his ex- 
pcnces. 

'The day we left Trivedy the enemy came o«t of their entrench-^ 
•mentS, and encamped near the fort. A'party of the garrifon made ^ 
fally, and, flufbed with their, firft fuccefe, they imprudently purfiied 
too far : the enemy getting between them and the town, cut off their 
retreat ; and after fome refiftanee, the whole paxtj^, which confifted 
<5f two officers, 6o« Europeans, and two companies of fcpoys, was^^ 
cither put to the fword, or made priibners of war. ' . 

The French now ere<9:ed a battery, and began to cannonade the 
place. The garrifon was ftill fuffKient to make a good defence/ 
had not a mutiny arofe, in which the men got poiTeffion of the Ar- 
rack in the garrifon, and, mad with Kquor, dbliged the command-' 
ing officer to capitulate, by which means he and all the reft of the 
garrifon were made prifoners of war. This gallant yotng man> 
whofc lenity, in not putting a flop to the fiHl appearance of the mu- 
tiny,, had been attended with fuch bad confequences, was fo fon- 
fibly affcfted with his misfortune/ that it threw him into a i^of^ 
of which he died fooh after at Pondiehefy. 

Cmillambrum and Trivedy being reduced, the Marattas,Trench, 
and Maiflbreans all joined at Seringafh, and being alfo reinforced 
from odier parts, their battalion outnumbered ours. With this fii- 
pcriority they crofTed the Gauvery, and encamped to the Weftward 
of us, on the plain. ; 

I'wAs obliged, a little before that, to go into the'fort on account 
of my health ; and by a miftake of the gentleman who commanded, 
arid to whom I had given direftlons for feciiring a poft m his front 
at the Five Rocks, which he neglfeded,' the enemy pofted them- 
felves between us and Tondeman's country. ' That our cooimuni- 
cation might not be quite cut off, I fent orders to fecure the Gol- 
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den Rook, which was accordingly done by two companies of fe^ >753« 
poys. The cncnry refolving to gain that poft alio, fent a party 
early in the morning, June 26th, to attack it j and had almoH: be** 
gun their attack before we perceived their motion, it being fcarce 
day-light. As fbon as ever we difcovered the fire, I came out of 
the town, having difpatched a mefTenger firft with orders to thq 
4:Qmmanding officer to detach the picquet, and endeavour to, fup« 
port the fcpoys. The enemy moved at the fame time, but befor^ 
either had got half-way, thd party which had attacked our fe^ 
poys in the morning had carried their points and drove them from 
their poft. It was expedient immediately to attempt regaining. 
It ; we therefore moved our whole body : the enemy did the 
ianpie« ,Beiii\g come near enough, as I imagined, to make my pufb, 
I ordered the firft divifion of the grenadiers, and the picquet fent 
in the morning, (who had halted for my coming up) to march on 
brilkly, and attack the party on the Rock, while I followed flowly 
' with the remainder to fupport them. The enemy had fent a rein- 
forcement to thofe on the Rock, and with their remainder were 
drawn up on th^ rigjit of it. As foou as our firft divifion was en- 
gaged, I advanced, and attacked their battalion^ the firft divifion 
had gained their point almoft inftantly, fo that the enemy found 
themfelves between two fires \ in which fituation they did not long 
remain, but retreat^d^^ or rather ran away as faft as they could, leav- 
ing us mafter^ of the poft> and three pieces of cannon. 

While we were purfuing our fuccefs, the whole body of Ma- 
rattas and MaiiToreans rode in between us and them, £b that our at-^ 
tention was afterwards fufficienrtly taken up in fecuring our return 
to camp, which we effected withoCit difikulty, though they made 
twp or three briik attacks ^ bvit our men had been long agcuftomed 
to preierve their fire : ^ aiid as our cannon were well ferved» the ca- 
valry thought proper to retire. Their lofs on this occafion was. 
not inconfiderable ; amongft the reft a nephew of Morarow, called 
Ballapa^ was killed. He coiOMnanded the Marattas, as their chief 
wa& yet in the Arcot province, i had known this young man when 
he was on our fide 5 a youth of great fpirit and courage, and an 
excellent liorfeman. His body being found in the field, was fent 
back in my pallankeen to his friends : a refpedt I thonght juftly 
flue to fo gallant an officer ; and they were very thankful for the fa- , 
TOUT. He waS fhot by one of our grenadiers, being advanced fo 
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1753. near us that he cut one of our men in the ranks, tho' accompanied by 
only four horfemen. Had all the reft behaved with the like rcT 
folution, we (hould have found much more difficulty in our return 
to camp. Thus was this great objeft of the war again faved by our 
fuccefs, but the numbers of the enemy were fo great, that a vidoty 
or two more would have left all my men on the plains of Trichino- 
poly, I therefore thought in earneft of a reinforcement, efpecially 
a^ the neighbourhood of the enemy, with their large body of ca-^ 
valry, began to make my ftay on the plain very inconvenient, with- 
out horfe to oppofe theib. The Nabob and I determined to move 
towards Tanjore, to try what our prefence would do with the King, 
and if poffible, perfuade him to fend, the troops he fo often promi- 
fed, to our affiftance. We marched the 2d of July, and encamped at 
a place called Conandercoile, half-way between Trichinopoly and 
Tanjore. I chofe this road rather for fecurity, than fliortnels -, it be- 
ing moft of the way through thick woods, and fafe from the cavalry. 
There we halted till we received intelligence from Mr. Palk, that he 
had prevailed on the King to fend out Monagee his eeneral, at the 
head of 3000 horfe, and 2000 fepoys, to join us, which was com*- 
pleated in ten days. 

Some of our fhips at this time being arrived on the coaft from 
England with recruits, a detachment of 170 men, and fome fe- 
poys were ordered to march and reinforce us,. under the conmiand 
of lieutenant Repington, who joined us on the 3d of Auguft, and 
on the 5th we fet out for Trichinopoly in company with the King's 
horfe, commanded by Monagee. The enemy at this time alfo re- 
ceived a reinforcement, and were in battalion fupcrior ; however, as 
Trichinopoly was ill fupplied and diftreffed, we were obliged to 
march. On the 7th we arrived at Dokways * Choultry, about ten 
miles eaft of the town. A heavy rain falling kept us there the next 
day ; but the ninth, in the morning, we began our march, with a con- 
voy of fome thoufands of bullocks, laden with provifions. By the fig- 
nals made from the Obfervatory, on the top of the rock of Trichi- 
nopoly, we were given to underfland that the enemy feemed de- 

* An 0pen houfe for all tiavellen, the fiune endov^ment from the founder of the charity, 
as a Turtdlh Caravanierai. A Bramin re- On moft pubiick roads there isa Choultry eve- 
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termined to oppofe us; and by the fame iignals we were enabled to 1753* 
judge of their diibofition, which we foon difcovered more plainly as 
,we advanced. They had extended themfelves from the French Rock 
to the Golden Rock; at each of which fome of their infantry was 
pofled. At the Sugar Loaf, as between both, and readieft to op- 
pofe us, if we attempted to pafs, was their battalion, with the artil- 
lery planted to advantistge. All the cavalry was between thefe rocks, 
and in different parties, forming a chain, and waiting our motions. 
In confequence of, this difpofition of the enemy, I ordered our 
inarch. ' Our proviiions and baggage on the left flank with the Na* 
bob, Mon^gee, and the Tanjore troops. Half our fcpoys in front, 
and after them, a party of Europeans, and an advanced guard to 
the firft diviiion of artillery. After them followed the battalion, 
and in their rear my fccond divifion of guns, fupported by a piquet i 
the other half of our fepoys brought up the rear of the whole. 

As my intention was to avoid an engagement, if poflible, having 
fo large a, convoy under my care, I diredled the march ib as. to be 
out of the reach of their guns, intending to go round by the Golden 
Rock. This put their whole body in motion ; they detached a 
party of their battalion to reinforce that poft, where they had a 
^reat many fep0ys, their main body alfo made a motion to fupport 
them, and attack us as we came round. Finding it impoffible to 
avoid an a&ion, I refolved to prevent that party's reinforcing the 
other on the rock ; and fince we -were obliged to engage, I refolved 
to difpoflcfs the enemy, as the gaining of that poft would give me 
an advant^e. I therefore ordered the grenadiers, the picquet, and 
our advanced fepoys to puih for iti their party did the fame to fup- 
port it, but not with the fame vigour or Ipirit, for we out-marched 
them, and drove off the party which were in poiTeflion. On this, 
their advanced party halted, and prcfently after the whole body, 
which had moved but a little way from the Sugar-Loaf Rock to 
fupport them. When our. whole. force had reached the Golden 
Rock, I ordered our baggage in the rear of it, unwilling to ex- 
pofe them to the cannonade, and our cavalry to flay by, aiwi fccure 
it; being determined to attack the enemy, and if poffible, to drive 
them out of the field, for without it we could not finiih our march. 
As I Jiave faid before, the firft party of the enemy had halted be- 
tween the two rocks, 1?ut imprudently, nearer to us a good deal 
than. to. their own body. So favourable an opportunity was not to 
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1*753. ^ ^^^' '^^ picquct, grertadiers, and four platoons were imme* 
diatcly ordered to attack them, and according to their fucccfs, I was 
ready to move with the remainder, either to fupport, if repuli€d> 
or to join, and pufh the advantage to their main body, by driving 
on them their beaten party. Our artillery was pofted clear of the 
flanks of the party, as they marched, to keep the cavalry at a dif- 
tance. The ofRcer who was ordered for the attack, inftead of fc4* 
lowing my orders, fent me word, he could not execute them with« 
out cannon, and that he was halted, waiting for it. The Icaft de- 
lay was fufficient for the enemy to fee their blunder, and in confe-^ 
quence to repair it, by moving up to their party, which would 
oblige me to do the fame 5 and by this means, the affair might be- 
come more equal, and indeed with more advantage on their fide, as 
they were fuperior. On this theffage I left the main body, and 
galloped to the head of the party, and there ordered him back 
to the poft I had left, defiring him to leave this with me. Captain 
Kirk, at the head of the grenadiers, captain Killpatrick with the 
picquet, and myfetf at the head of four platoons, marched on, the 
line keeping in admirable order, in fpitc of a very fmart fere from 
the enemy's artillery, which coft us tome men, and in particular 
captain Kirk, who was kflled at the head of his favourite grcnadiers« 
The brave fellows, by whom he was much beloved, could not {t^ 
his death without fome emotion. Captain Killpatrick, who faw him 
fall, and his men' at a ftand, immediately put himfelf at their bead, 
and defired them, if they loved their captain, to follow him, and 
revenge his death. Thefe things on the fpot have generally a very 
great cffofi, when delivered from a perfon, whofe fpirit and courage 
is known : the fellows, roufed in an inftant, fwofe after their maxi** 
ner, they would follow him to——; and in that difpofition at- 
tacked the enemy, who were unable to ftand the /hock. The main 
body feeing our fuccefs, (according to the dire<5lion8 I^ had left) 
marched to fupport us, and purfued the blow. The enemy at laft 
moved to the afliftance of their party ; but too Iate< ' The brifk-« 
nefs of the attack gave no time for rallying, but on the contraiy^ 
the pannicfc fpreading through the whole, the batallion did not 
even ftay to give or receive a lire, but ran ofF in great confufion> 
round the Golden Rock, and away to the Five Rocks. To increafe 
their diftrefe, our rear divifion of guns which we h«d Irft at that 
poft, with moft of our fepoys, and cavalry, to fecure our baggage 
and proviiions, cannonaded them fevtj^dy in their retreat j and had 
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the Tanjorc horfe dooe ttheir duty, few could have efcaped« The 1759. 
Tanjore chief alledged that he was afraid to leave the convoy, ex- 
po^ to their large body of cavalry, which remained in good or- 
der, and conftantfy near us j but this was but a bad excufe, for or^ 
ders had been ient him, on the enemy's retreat, to purfue, and we 
were marchii^ back to fecure the convoy. The enemy, who were 
encamped almoft in the order in which they drew up to oppofe my 
march, ftruck their tents at d^ beginning of the attack, and left 
us litde elfe on the field of battle befides their killed and wounded, 
with three pieces of cannoa. We had not more than 40 men killed 
aind wounded ; the enemy above an hundred. 

I CANSEOT help Jiiemi<miiig one particular circumftance in this 
aiffair, ^to fhew the extraor(tinary behaviour of the French 1 the 
boys widi my palankeen had flraggljod a litde out of the line of 
march, and were picked up by the Marattas. It was the fame in 
which I had fent back the body of Morarow's nephew : I therefore 
defired the Maratta chief to retuf n it, and I would pay the price 
to the horfemen who had taken it ; but the French had got it out 
of their hands, and would not fufFer them to fend it back, but Car- 
ried it to Pondichcry, where, by Mr. Dupleix's order, it was car- 
ried about the town in triumph. At the iame time it was reported 
that I was killed, and that we had loil the vi€toiy, of which the 
palankeen was a trophy. 

The enemy retreated to Alletore, very near the head of the iiland. 
The two next da)rs were employed in putting provifions into the fort ; 
when that was done, we marched and encamped at the Five Rocks, 
which was in their rear ; upon which they retreated to * Moutehille- 
nour, and in ib great a harry, that they left behind them' a nine 
pounder, and fbme ammunition* Elmiferam furrendered the 1 1 th 
to Monagee. The ftrength of the ground they occupied, made it 
impoffible for us to attack them 1 befides, they received in the mean 
time a reinforcement of Europeans from Pondlchery; and Morarow 
returned to them with aU the reft cf his cavalry. We then marched 
to cover our convoys from Tanjore, which their fuperior numbers 
of cavalry made it difficult to bring in. Several of our parties were 
attacked; in particular one on the £8ch, by a large body ofMacat* 

* SiQxated-upon th« driver, abeat feven or^ ey|kt miles (rom Trichuopely. 
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1753. tas, and Maiflbrc horfc. They came fo near the picquct, which 
' was fent to the fupport of the convoy,* that the foldiers in the 
front rank wounded fome of the horfe with their bayonets, and yet, 
by not parting with their fire, brought in the convoy fafe, 

A NUMBER of our mcn falling fick, by the badneis of the wa- 
ter, we moved our camp to the French Rock the ift of Septem*- 
ber. The enemy made a motion alfo upon this, and encaihpcd 
with the Sugar-Loaf on their right, and the Golden Rock on their 
left. We were joined in <his camp by another reinforcement from 
the fettlement, commanded by captain Ridge, with fome men and 
officers from Europe, about 1 50 Europeans, and 300 fepoys. Thig 
gave us great fpirits, and determined us to attack the enemy. Our 
necefljties indeed obliged us to it. We had a fcarcity of every thing 
in camp, not above three days provifions, and no convoys could 
come without the rifque of an engagement. I thought it more ad- 
vifeable, therefore, by attacking them, to «igage while I coidd be 
mafter of my own difpolition. Having refrefhed the troops with 
two or three days reft, we moved nearer the enemy ; and in order that 
they might imagine the motion was made only to try if they 
would decamp on my approach, I fent to Trichinopoly &^ an i &,. 
pounder, and with it cannonaded their camp, as if we meant no ' 
more than to make them uneafy. 

The following was the enemy's diipofition^ and my order of at- 
tack for the next morning. As I have faid before, they were en- 
camped with the Sugar-Loaf Rock on their right, having thrown 
up intrenchnients in their front and rear, but none on the left, 
where were pofted the Maiflbreans and Marattas, extending almoft 
to the Golden Rock, on which they had a party of 1500 fepoys, 
100 Europeans, and two guns. Our battalion of 600 rank and 
file was ordered into three divifions $ to march in the rear of each 
other, juft at a proper diftance to form the line when neceflary. Our 
iepoys followed in the rear, to the right and left of the divifions^ 
and the Nabob and Monagee with the cavalry brought up the wholcji 
our cannon being divided on^ CHir flanks. 

September 21ft at four in the morning, we marched directly 
forward to the Golden Rock. Our front divifion, which was accord- 
ing to cuftom, compofed of the grenadiers, picquet, and two pla- 
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toons were ordered to attack it briiklv. The enemy were fo much 1753; 
furprized, that they even forgot to nre their two pieces of cannon, ^ 
which were loaded with grape ; and their infantry, fo great was their 
pannick, fired without any order, little to our prejudice. We got 
pofleflion of the rock in an inftant. No time was loft to increafe 
the confufion thefe runaways muft create. After difmounting the 
two pieces of cannon, and our front divifion again being formed, 
we marched on in the fame order for the French battalion. As I 
wifhed and expe<fted, the beaten party carried their confufion to the 
black troops in camp, who in crowds ran for fafety towards the 
French, and increafed their diforder. The enemy ibon perceived 
by the nmaways where they might expedt our attack, and in con- 
• fequence alfo found out that their intrenchments were of no ufe, 
which obliged them to form oppofite to where we were nwrching. 
In this fituation we paflcd the Black camp eafily, and were with the 
French in lefs than half an hour. The day then began to dawn : 
Their cannon fired very brifkly, as we approached ; but, I fuppofc, 
in the hurry, they forgot to point them, fo little damage did we re- 
ceive. We found them drawn up rather on our right, and ftill in- 
clining that way, with an intention, I fuppofed, to fall on the flanks 
of our divifions. As a large body of their fepoys were ported on 
their left, I fent orders to ours on the right in my rear, to move 
up equal with the right of my firft divifion to oppofe theirs, and 
fecure 'that flank. We formed our line as we marched, and at- 
tacked as we formed. Our right foon drove their left, and our 
center and rear divifions, the right and center of their line- Another 
body of their fepoys, in pofleflion of the Sugar-Loaf Rock were 
routed by our divifion of fepoys, on the left of my laft divifion. In 
fhort the aflFair was foon decided every where : they attempted to 
fally, and make a ftaad again, near a little breaft-work, but were 
quickly obliged' to abandon it, leaving behind them their camp ftand- 
ing, all their artillery, (eleven pieces of cannon, with their com-: 
mandant Mr. Afl:ruc) and nine officers prifoners, and about 1 00 men 
killed and wounded on the field of battle, and almoft as many pri- 
foners. In this adion we had 70 men and fix officers killed and 
wounded. I received a flight wound in my arm, and captain Kill- 
patrick a fhot through his body ; concluding it muft be mortal, he 
would not permit . any of his people to ftay by him, but fent them 
on to join their company in the purfuit of the enemy. Some ftrag- 
ling Maratta horfe came up in the mean time,' and according to 
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cuftom, cut him with their iabres as they pafled, which wonld 
have been repeated by others, but the forgeon by accident feeing 
him in that danger, fVaid and protefted him, till the fuccefi of the 
day cleared the field of the enemy. The garrifon made a faHy, and 
picked up feveral prifoners, who were makings their efcape over 
the river to the iftand, where they at laft coDeded Acir icattered 
army, leaving us mafters of the plain, and an open communication* 
The Nabob's cavalry were few ; but had our Tanjore horfe behaved 
as they ought, we muft have dcftroyed many more of the French 
battalion. Nor had they now any excufe as formerly, the ene- 
my's horfe having kept their diftance on our firft attack in the morn- 
ing ; but the Tanjoreans were too bufy in plundering the camp to 
think of a purfuit. We had not fufficient force to follow the blow 
on the ifland, but were obliged to reft contented with our ftrccefe, 
and endeavour to perfuade the King of Tanjore and Tondeman, to 
make ufe of this favourable opportunity to throw in provifions. 

The enemy had left a party at Weyaconda, which we were ob- 
liged to attack, and batter in breach. The breach was fcarce prac- 
ticable, when our fepoys perceiving the enemy ftealing off by an- 
other gate, clambered up as well as they could, and cut the garri- 
fon to pieces ; it confifted of two hundred Black infantry. Upon this 
we marched and encamped at the French Rock, and di^tched 
an officer to the King of Tanjore, to hafteh the important article 
of provifions, who fucceeded in part, and we got ftorcs for three 
months into the place. 

The monfoon feafon coming on, it was high time to think of 
cantoning our troops. The Nabob and I therefore fixed upon Koi- 
laddy, about 1 5 miles eaft of Trichinopoly, as it commands the pafs 
on the ifland. We Ihould have remained nearer Trichinopoly, or 
perhaps in the town itfelf, but that would have occafioned a very 
great confiimption of provifions. Therefore after leaving a fuffici- 
ent garrifon in Trichinopoly and the fort of Elmiferam, we march- 
ed for Koiladdy, and provided againft the fevcre rains -which gene- 
rally fall about this feafon of the year. In our cantonments 
we were very fickly : we loft fix officers in as many weeks, and a 
great many foldiers. The Nabob continued with us, but Mona- 
gee and the Tanjore troops returned home. Being pretty well ac- 
quainted with the nature of the people, notwithftanding their pro- 
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ini&6 of coming back ; I wrote to the prefidency, to fend Mr. Palk, ^753- 
wbo had before fo well managed for us, to keep that court firm in 
our intercft, I was the more follicitous becaufe I knew the king*s 
prime minifter was our enemy, and conflantly endeavouring to keep 
his matter neuter or rather a feeming friend to both, and if at any tiine 
we were unfucccfsful^. Succojee was fure to be in the intereft of the 
enemy. Nanderauze fent an ambaflador to the king of Tanjor.e 
making large promifes if he would leave us, and threatening on the 
contrary, if he did not, that the Marrattas fhould ravage and lay 
wafte his country, and punifti him with fire and fword, and that the 
Nabob governor, meaning Dupleix, fliould alfo bring down Salabat- 
zing againd us- Succojee the minifter had been brought over to the 
French caufe by a large bribe, and by his intrigues removed Mo- 
nagee from his mafter's favour. 

The enemy remained feemingly very quiet on the iiland,' and 
had received foine reiuv.rcements from Pondicherry, but none came 
to us from Madiafs, to put us on an equality. Mr. Dupleix gene- 
rally obliged the inhabitants of Pondicherry to mount guard apd do 
the duty of the garrifon, but we could not in like manner truft Fort 
St. George without regular troops. On the 28th in the morning, 
our out-guards reported that in the night they had heard a great 
firing towards Trichinopojy. We remained in fufpence till the 
evening, when the following 'account came from captain Killpatrick^ 
who fucceeded captain Dalton in that command. 

The enemy's whole army under Mr. Maiflin crofled the river the 
27th at night. Their forces were diftributed agreeable to the dif- 
ferent falfc attacks they were Co make. The real one was to be 
made by the French batallion, on that battery, which is in the cen- 
ter of the Weft face J and as I obferved before was called Dal ton's 
battery. They had 800 men, 600 were to efcalade, and Mr. Maiffin 
with 200 more and a body of fepoys to wait the event, prepared to 
fecond, and join the firft party, when they had got over the wall. 
At three in the morning they pafied the ditch which was almoft dry. 
They placed their ladders, and mounted to the Number of 600 on the 
battery, without interruption, or the leaft alarm in the garrifon. The 
guard appointed for the battery was of 50 fepoys, with their officers 
and two European gunners. The rounds had gone at. twelve o'- 
clock, and found them pr^fent, and alert. However when the 
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^753* F''^'^^^ ^^"^^ *^^y ^^^^ nioftly abfcnt or with the twro European 
gunners aflcep. By this time, two or three (hot were fired, which 
alarmed our piquet. The French, perfuaded that firing alone 
would frighten the garrifon, turned two of our twelve-pounders on 
the battery, againft the town, and difcharged them with a voUy of 
fmall arms, their drums beating, and the foldiers crying out. Five 
le Roy. 

Captain Killpatrick was then ill of his wounds. The next offi- 
cer in command came to him for his orders. He bid him march 
inftantly with the picquet, referve, and what fepoys were not pofted, 
to the place where the attack was made, and to order every man 
alfo to their refpedive Alarm Pofts, and not to ftir from them on 
pain of death. The French after their difcharge, came down from 
the battery; and were between the two walls. There was a flight 
gate in the inner wall, which led into the town. The man who 
was their guide knew where it was, they had two petards ready to 
clap to it, and at the fame time to amufe us, another party was to 
efcalade the inner wall. The fcheme was well laid, and had not 
the French petulance, made them too foon difcover themfelves, 
they perhaps might have had time to execute their defigns, and have 
entered the town. When our officer came to the place attacked, it 
was net eafy for him to difcover the fituation of the enemy: but 
however in the hurry and confufion, he did not forget the gate, on the 
flanks of which he pofted a number of men, with plenty of ammu- 
nition, to fire from thence inceflantly, whether they heard or faw 
any thing of the enemy or not. And luckily he did, for the guide 
and petardier were found killed within ten yards of the gate. The 
efcaladers had fo far fucceeded in their defign as to have fixed ladders 
againft the inner wall, and began to mount. The commanding 
officer of this party, preceeded by his drummer were the firft per- 
fons who attempted to enter, in which th6 latter loft his life, and the 
officer receiving a ftiot and cut at the fame time, was pulled within 
the town. The frequent flafhes of fire, occafioned by the briflaieis 
of the attack and defence, were the only guide our artillery officer 
had to diredl the pointing of his guns; with which he fo well fuc- 
ceeded, having loaded them with grape, as to ftiatter the ladders, 
kill a number of men and entirely difappoint their well concerted 
fcheme. They now only thought of making their efcape, or fcreen- 
ing themfelves from our fire. This firft was impra^cable, their 
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ladders being moftly dcftroyed, and they within the firft wall; yet 
fome attempted leaping ofFthc battery, into the ditch, but the greater 
number lay hid under the parapet. The long wifhed for day at 
laft came and difcovered where tnc enemy were, who made ufe alfo 
of the light to beg for quarter, which was granted them. They 
loft in that affair *364 Europeans taken prifoners, 65 of which were 
wounded. Eight officers alfo prifoners, and moft of them wounded, 
befides forty private, and one officer killed, and they acknowledged 
thcmfelves that many more were wounded, or lamed, who were 
carried off to the ifland. We found two petards, one as I faid be- 
fore, with the petardicr within ten yards of the gate, the other at 
a little diftance from it. 

I GAVE orders for marching the next day, but firft fent a rein- 
forcement to captain Killpatrick, as the number of his prifoners was 
much greater than his European garrifon, and the enemy threatened 
the place with another general affault. We arrived at the French 
Rock without oppofition, the enemy keeping clofe to the ifland. 

The king of Tanjore after a great many difficulties, fent out fome 
of his troops to Tricatapolly; eighteen miles from Trichinopoly, 
and made no fmall merit of what he had done, for the Nabob. But 
the truth was, he had certain intelligence, that the enemy were 
forming a party of Marrattas, to enter his country, and he therefore 
prepared to oppofe them. Succogee had fo effedtually irritated the 
king againft Monagee, that the command of the troops was given 
to Gauderow, ah oflSicer of no fkill or judgment, but a creature of 
Succogee's, and uncle to the king. We defired that Monagee 
might be fent, well knowing hiis merit as a foldier, and his ftrong 
attachments to the common caufe, which he always thought his 
mafter's intereft. On our writing prcffingly for him, Succogee re- 
prefented to the king that Monagee was too much in our intereft 
not to be fufpedtcd, and that it was poffible, with our affiftance, he 
might endeavour to make himfelf too powerful. Being acquainted 
with this, I was obliged to defift even from mentioning Monagee's 
name, or the confequence might have been fatal to him. Not to drive 
things therefore to extremities, I wrote to the king that he might 
fend whom he pleafed to command his troops, I was fatisfied. 

• It may fcrvc as a fpeciroen of Mr. Du- the following words from the Memcirc, where 

.plclx's manner of relating thcfc affairs, both in fpeaking of this lofs of fo large a paity of £u- 

his Memoirc and the little Hiftoiy which he to/m^j, he fays, II fallut done fe rctircr et 

<aufcd tbbcpubliflicdinthcycar 1757, to cite mmg avec feru, 
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17 CA. Thus ended the year 17531 in which had we been able ta purfut* 
^^ our fortune, our advantages would have been real: but inflead of it 
our fuccefles were only a refpite, and vve foon had the fzmt to go over 
again, having, however, the confolation to think we had done all we 
could againft fo great a fuperiority. A fuperiority indeed which I 
am often afliamed to mention, for fear my veracity (hould he called 
in queftion. 

Mr. BussV with his army wasftill attending; and fupporting Sa- 
labatzing to the northward. Shaw Abadin Cawn the fon of Gau- 
iedy Cawn, who had been appointed by the Mogul prince of the 
Deckan, had too much ertiployrtient on his hands, as chief Buclhee 
of the empire, to think at that time of making good his preteiifions. 

The latter end of this year the Mogul Shaw Hamet was depofed, 
and fuccceded by AUum Geer. This change was occafioncd by the 
following event. The Mogul fent Shaw Abadin Cawn, the Bucfhee, 
at the head of 90,000 horfe, to fupprefs an irruption of the Raflipoots, 
who are reckoned the beft foldiers in Indoftan. In this expedition 
he fuccecded, but on his return to Delly, an uncle of his taking the 
advantage of his abfence, pcrfuaded the Mogul that he had always 
been his enemy, and intended making ufc of his army to dethrone 
him. The Mogul was the eafier perfuaded, as the Bucftiee had ob- 
tained the poft be enjoyed, more through power than favour, and 
had ever fpoke freely of the MoguFs diffolute way of life, which 
was generally fpent in debauchery. It was therefore agreed, that 
Shaw Abadin Cawn fhould be put to death, but as they rightly 
' judged it could not be done oj^nly, the following fchcme was laid 
for the execution of their defign. 

The Mogul went out of Delly, at the head of 25,000 horfe, in 
order as he faid to do honour to Shaw Abadin Cawn, and reward 
him for his fervices. At their meeting, the blow was to have been 
ftruck. The Buchfhee having intelligence of all that pafled, came 
readily to meet the Mogul, but brought with him 30,000 Marattas^L 
who in cafe of any attempt were to prote<a him- Tnc Mogul's party 
hearing that fuch precautions were taken, not knowing what might 
be the confequence, and afraid to offend a man fo powerfully fup- 
ported, difbanded and returned to Delly, leaving their fovereign al- 
lAoft without attendants: who therefore immediately followed hia 
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troops. Whether Shaw Abadin Cawn thought this a favourable 1754- 
opportunity to dethrone a man who was a icandal to the dignity of ' 
the throne; or whether it was the refult of a premeditated defign, he 
fgllowed the Mogul, entered Delly, and went immediately to the 
palace, where after making his obeifance, and fitting down a little 
while at the Durbar with the Mogul, he ordered his people to feize 
on and imprifon him ; he then aflembled the Omrahs *, placed on 
the throne, AUumGeer a near relation to the late Mogul. The de- 
pofed Prince, according to the cruel policy of their government was 
immediately (Jeprived of his fight. 

The Marrattas as they had threatened, flipped by Gauderow, who 
was encamped on the frontiers, entered theTanjore country, and began 
according to cuftom to plunder and burn the villages, cut the grain, 
and drive off the cattle. The king preflcd by neceflity, found al 
lafi:, that no body but Monagee, could put a ftop to the mifchief. 
He applied alfo to me, but the violent rains had fb (welled the ri- 
vers between us, and the roads .were fo bad that it was impofiible for 
us to move. Monagee came out of Tanjore, with what troops he 
could raife, and Gauderow had orders to join him, and give up the 
command- Monagee came up with the Marrattas on the 4th of 
January, drew them into an ambufcade, took from them 800 
horfe, and made a great many priibncrs, and cut to pieces the 
remainder of the party. I flattered myfelf fuch a piece offer- 
vice, might reinfl:ate our friend Monagee, and refl:ore him to favour, 
and that aftqr fo much fuccefs, perhaps he would join me, but I was 
greatly mifliaken. On his return to Tanjore, he was very gracioufly re- 
ceived, but told at the fame time, that the enemy being now fub- 
ducd, there was no further occafion for his fervice; and confequently 
ihe troops were dift)anded. All this was the cffcA of Succogee's 
envy, which increafed in propqrtion with the other's merit. He 
perfuaded.the king, that keeping up troops was too heavy an ex- 
pence; that the Engliih would do the reft, that it was our bufi- 
nefs to fight and not l^is, who had juft gained a glorious vidtory, 
with which he might fit down in fafety and content. 

* Privy counfcllors, men of the iirft dig- all the revolutions of the ftatc : and commonly 
nity and family in. the ^empire. Xhcy a-c their in if rf ft dcds* and dep9fc3 ihe Moguls." 
under the' Viz r, but are moll'y concerned in 
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lytA. During this time the two governors, Mr. Saunders and Duplcix 
were endeavouring to negociate. After many altercations, and a te- 
dious correfpondence, it was agreed on between them to fend 
commiflaries from each nation, and hold a congrefs at Sadrafs *, at 
which place matters might more eafily be adjufted. Accordingly 
commiflaries were appointed, Thofe on our fide were Mr. Palk 
and Mr. Vanfittart; on theirs the father L'Avaur, fupcrior general of 
the Jefqits in India, and Meflleurs De Kerjean and De Bauflet, who 
aflembled at Sadrafs in January. 

We propofed for the bafis of the treaty, the Nabob being ac- 
knowledged, and the King of Tanjore to remain in peaceable pof- 
feffion of his country. But their propofals in anfwer to ours were 
as follows : 

I ft. The reftitution of the French prifoners. 

2dly, That Madrafs, which ufcd to pay to the Duan of Arcot, 
4000 pagodas yearly, (hould be independent, and all our arrears 
forgiven. 

3dly, That the company fhould be lawfully entitled to Pona- 
malley and all its dependencies. 

4thly, That the Nabob fhould have fome eftabliihment elfe- 
where, if the preliminaries were received, and that his differences 
with the Maiflbreans, with regard to Trichinopoly, fhould be re- 
conciled. 

5thly, That the Englifh fhould evacuate all the places taken 
from the French, to whom they belonged, whether by grant or 
conqueft, as well as all the places in the Carnatick, without oppo- 
fing the difpofition and arrangement of Salabatzing, who had an un- 
doubted right, and who had afTociated the Marquis Dupleix in the 
government of the Deckan. Such were Mr. Dupleix's propofals. 

It has been before laid, that Mr. Dupleix would willingly make 
the world believe he had received grants from the Mogul and Sa* 

* A Dutch fctdcment ficuated between Madrafs and Pondichcry. 
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labatzing appointing him governor from the river KriftnatoCape 1754- 
Comorin, and as fuch he was proclaimed in the ufual forai. In^ ^ 
confequence of this pretended authority, thefe articles were made. 
But an unlucky miftake proved it all to be a forgery. The F| 
commifFaries came equipped with what they called Des pi^e ^' 
thentiques from the Mogul, and other officers under him, v< 
tuting and appointing Mr, Dupleix governor general from the river 
Kriftna to the fea, and the French commiflaries agreed (lell our 
gentlemen (hould doubt it) that they fhould examine, and take co- 
pies of thefe grants. 

A Persian interpreter was fent for, from whom they learned 
that the feven firft faneds or grants were only copies, though pro- 
duced as originals: to which the French commiflaries anfwered, 
that Mr. Dupleix kept the originals at Pondichery, and if required, " 
they fhould be fent for ; but that thefe papers, attefted by a Cady *, 
were of equal validity. This caufed fome difpute, but our gentle- 
men dropt it ', and on further examination it appeared to Mr. Van- 
(ittart (who underftood enough of the Perfian language) to be a 
falfe feal fixed to the faned, called the Mogul's, the firft having no 
date-f-. On that the French immediately objected to our proceeding 
any further -, for unlefs we could produce Nazirzing's faneds to the 
Nabob, they could not admit of theirs being copied. We told them, 
that Nazirzing fupporting him, was a fufficient fancd in his favour. 
That it was their firft propofal, as well as Mr. Dupleix's, all along 
to Mr. Saunders, to begin with an examination of their own faneds, 
and we could not help being furprized at their declining it, after 
fome copies had been taken. That pieces of fo publick a nature, 
we apprehended, might be expofed to all the world. But we could 
not help remarking, that the firft of thofe faneds was without 
date ; and the only original they produced, et leplus authentique, as 
it is termed, was a manifeft forgery; for it had no :{; chop of the 
Mogul or his Vizier ; It had no fign manual, and from other ma- 
nifeil tokens, it was evident that it had been borrowed from feme old 
faned, efpecially as the number 3 is annexed to it, which was the 
third year of the reign of the laft Mogul. 

^ Cady, a perfon who adiriiniflers juitic^, t A fmaller ied on which is engraved the 

and by whom copies of all public papers are name of the Mogul. Every grant is gene- 
attefled. rally authenticated, not only witn this kA of 

i Mr. Dupleix is iilent on this fubjeft in the Moguls but alfo that of his Viziers, 
his Memoire. 

I HAVE 
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1754. ' I HAVE dwelt fo long on this affair, only to give an idea of what 
' fliuffling conduft Mr. Dupleix was capable, in order to carrv a point, 
and fhew a real caufc why the congrefs came to nothing., 't'he com- 
miffaries were recalled on each fide, and the war as likely to con- 
tinue as evcr^ 

We remained near Trichinopoly, and the enemy on the ifland, 
but they were well fituated, having a large body of cavalry, and the 
river fordable every where to incommode us very much. AH die 
country round, after being the feat of war for fo many years, was 
ruined; our provifions coming moftly from Tanjore, we were ob- 
liged to fend large parties to efcort them, for the merchants with 
grain would not come within 1 8 miles of us without a party to 
protect them. Wc were obliged alfo to fend five or fix miles for 
firewood, while the enemy's cavalry were continually in motion on 
every fide. At that time we had troops enough on the coafl:, which 
might have joined us, with whofe affiftance we fhould have been 
able, at leaft, to have protefted our convoys with lefs fatigue and 
' rifque, as the event too fatally fhewed. 

In die month of February we fent a party for provifions and ftores, 
and for fear the enemy might at laft be tempted to attack thqm, J 
made it fl:ronger than anv I before had fent. It confifted of two 
captains, fix officers, and 180 men rank and file, four pieces of 
cannon, and 800 fcpoys. The commanding officer had orders, if 
he faw or heard any of the enemy coming to attack hini, to take poft 
immediately and defend himfelf, till we could come to his affift- 
ance. * It wilVbe needkfs to enter on the particulars of this affair, 
as one can hardly, do it without blaming, at leaft pitying the com- 
manding officer, who is fince dead, * and who certainly, from his 
mifconduft, loft his party ; and what ftill added to the misfor- 
time, our brave company of grenadiers, who had ever behaved 
well, and fuccefsfully, were amongft them. They were either 
taken, or cut to pieces, and both their officers killed. In this 

* They were attacked on their march from village /or our>peoplc with (bme fepoysmnd 

Killycottah, and within a mile of that place, had they been in a body, and puihed for ir, 

There was a viHage before them called Couta- agreeable to their orders, the enemy cooJd not 

para, a little below Elmiferam. The men who have hurt jthcm. 



were at that poft, on the attack, fecured the 
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4Vib4ppy a^aif,. 134 men were prifoncrp, 100 of which were 1754* 

wounded- Of the eight olEficers four were killed, and three wounded, ' «^-— ' 

one only efcaping; our four pieces of cannon, and about 7000 1. in 
money^ with a krgc convoy of provifions fell into the hands of the 
ciicmy. The party was attacked by 126 French infantry, two com- 
panies of defertcrs about the fame number, . the French troop of 
about 80, 6000 fepoys, all the MaifTore cavalry, and the Marattas, 
who CsLtnt in at the latter end of the fray, in all about io»ooo» 
and feven pieces of cannon. 

We began our march to their relief, but too late, ^s they had 
not followed the propofed difpofition, and particularly had not taken 
poft agreeable to their orders, but endeavoured to march on, cover- 
ing thdr CiMivoys ^ith their force fo divided and feparated, that 
they were not able to fupport each other, fo that the cavalry, who 
faw their confufion, had an eafy conqueft, and not much more 
than the bufinefs of a minute to cut them to pieces, which was the 
fate of every man, except thofe whom the French troops faved, and 
even of thefe there were few who did not bear marks of their de- 
feat. This was a moil heavy ftroke upon our little handful of men, 
above a third, and I cannot help repeating it, our beft troops, for 
fb with reaibn I reckoned our grenadiers, who had always behaved 
fo well on every occafion where bravery and rcfolution were to be 
ihewn. 

Soon after this misfortune we received intelligence, that one of 
the Nabob's brothers, Mauphus Cawn, was in the Arcot province, 
and marching to our affiftance with 2000 horfc, which determined 
me to try every method to maintain my ground fome time longer,^ 
and to leave a party of 18© men, which was at Davecotah, to 
ftrengthen Mauphus Cawn, who wanted fome Europeans to efcort 
him to camp. We therefore opened our communication with Ton- 
deman's country for provifions, as no merchant could be perfuaded 
to venture the other way with grain from Tanjore. The enemy 
continued on the iiland, not yet chufing to encamp on the plain ^ 
befides, they had fuffered as well as we in the laft affair. Their 
whole attention was taken up in fchemes to forprize our parties^ 
but we fo often changed pur roads, and the time for bringing in our 
provifions, that they never fucceeded. We were greatly aflifled in 
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1754. tMs by a Moorman, who for his defervcd merit was made com- 
mander of our fepoys. 

Mahomed Isouf Cawn, commonly called the Nelloure Su- 
badar, from the place whence he came, had firft a company of fe- 
poys in our fervice, which were raifed by himfelf He is an ex- 
cellent partizan, knows the country well, is brave and refolute, but 
cool and wary in aftion. He was never fparing of himfelf, but out 
upon all parties, and by his good intelligence brought in provifions 
to keep us tolerably well fupplied. He is born a foldier, and better 
of his colour I never faw in the country. 

Mr. Palk, who was now at Tanjore, found affairs juft as 1 had 
reprefented them : Monagee a prifoner, the King difficult of accefs, 
and his minifter ftrong in the Maiflbre intereft, oppofing all our 
meafures, and ever throwing in obftacles to prevent Mr. Palk's 
feeing his mafter^ and when, after fome days, ne was admitted to 
an audience, he found the King wavering and irrefolute, one hour 
feemingly convinced by his arguments, the next liftening to, and 
approving of Succogee, and upon the whole determining nothing. 
Add to all thefe difficulties another, which as we did not fuipedt 
it, was the moft dangerous. It was no lefs than the treachery of 
our linguift, who of courfe was acquainted, and knew all our de- 
iigns and motions. This man being in treaty with Nanderauze, 
difcovered to him all he knew of our affairs. It was a moft intri- 
cate piece of villany, and with no frrall difficulty traced to the bot- 
tom, fo carefully had the fellow laid his fchemes. When the faft 
was proved againft him, he was blown away from the mouth of 
a cannon,, the common puniffiment of traitors. 

In this fituation did we remain till fbme time in May, ftill wait- 
ing for Mauphus Cawn, and in hopes that his coming would de- 
termine the King of Tanjore to return to our alliance ; but another 
accident helped to bring it about more effedhially. On the 1 2th of 
May, I fent a party out in the morning to take poft on the plain, 
and wait for a convoy of provifions from Tondeman's country. The 
party was commanded by a difcreet and gallant officer, captain Cail- 
laud, who with 1 20 men, two guns, and 500 fepoys marched from 
camp about four o'clock in the morning. The Nelloure Subadar, 
who was in the front of his advanced party, on getting over a 

little 
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little fifing ground, was furprifed by his horfe neighing, who was J 754* 
immediately anfwered by many others. When he got to the top 
of the bank, he difcovered a part of the enemy pofled ; the French 
troop in particular, who mounted on his appearing, firft difcharg- 
ing their carbines, on hearing which captain Caillaud halted, formed 
his party, and rode up to his advanced guard. He met the Nel- 
loure Subadar, who told him, the enemy were on the road, and had 
ported themfelvcs, as well as he could diftinguifh, in the fame place 
where it was intended to wait for the provifions. The enemy had 
a: bgnk in their front, which formed a parapet, and it was agreed 
to attack then^ immediately on their flank, with the Europeans on 
one fide, and the fepoys on the other. They quickly drove the enemy, 
and obliged them to leave a tumbril of ammunition behind, and fome 
of their men. The port was immediately taken, and there the 
party waited agreeable to their orders. By this timp it was broad 
day-light, when we difcovered the number of the enemy, which 
was much fuperior to our party, even in infantry, befides all the 
Maiflbre cavalry. Captain Caillaud therefore employed a black fel^ 
low to flip through the enemy that had furrounded him, and or- 
der the provifions to return. The enemy continued at a little dif- 
tance from the port, and contented themfelves with a cannonade. 
The moment the firing was heard in the camp, the little army be- 
ing under arms, marched to fupport the party. The whole body 
of the enemy were feen likewife on the plain. Captain Poller com- 
manded (I being much indifpofed at the time, and fcarce able to move 
out of bed.) As our diftance waslefs than that of the enemy, we were 
firft joined. Captain Caillaud having reported what he had done 
with regard to the provifions, it was agreed to return to camp, and, 
if poilible^ to avoid the enemy, then haftening to cut oif our re«* 
treat. 

In the morning, one of the gun-carriages was rendered uleleis> 
by the enemy's cannonade. The fame accident alfo happened to 
captain Poller, who not caring to leave the cannon behind, ipent 
fome little time in fixing them on fpare carriages, to bring them off$ 
this being done» they began to mbve» the fepoys divided in front and 
rear. The enemy had . now alfo joined, and were marching down 
in very good order, and fo near, that it was impofiible to avoid an 
engagement. The French batt^ion, as our people marched by file^ 

K . was 
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^7S4" was on their right flank, the fepoys in our rear, and the cavalry rea- 
dy to charge on the right, and in front. 

Our army marched on very quick to gain a more advantageous 
piece of ground a little way before them, which the moment they 
were inpofieflion'of, the men were halted, and faced the French ; 
the fepoys in the rear were drawn up fronting thofe of thie enemy, 
to keep them off our right flank, fo that our little body was formed 
in half a fquare. The fepoys on the left, with one piece of can- 
non, had orders to keep oflF the cavalry.. Our two reaiaining pieces 
(for we carried out but five in all), were in the front of the battalion 
oppofite the French. Never, I believe, were two pieces better fer- 
ved : they were of the fhort fix pounders, diat take in a large quan* 
tity of grape, fo that when they were near enough, evcnr fhot took 
place in the French battalion. The enemy were fo jnucn galled by 
the briflcnefs of this cannonade, that they began to give way, which 
we faw, in fpite of all the efibrts of their officers to keep tbcm up. 
The lucky minute vtras improved, by our men advaming and giving 
them afire, which compleated wiiat die cannon had bc^un,. and left 
us at liberty to finifli our retreat. We fuflFercd moftly from their 
fepoys, who, though they fired at a great diftance, annoyed us very 
much in wounding our men, and moft of our officers ; captain Po- 
ller received two wounds, and was obliged to give up the command 
to the next oflficer, captain Caillaml, who b^;an the- march on the 
retreat of the French, and brought the party home with the two 
difinounted pieces o(- cannon. 

Our forces, that day, when joined, cbniifted of l2 platoons in 
-battalion 360 men, 1500 fepoys j and as td oorcayaliy, we had 
our troop of about 1 1 men, and a few of the Nabob's horfe : our 
artillery five pieces of cannon, two of which were rendered unfer- 
viceable by the accidents before related. The Freridi had 500 Eu- 
ropeans, their two companies ofdeferters, their troop of about 50,. 
Hnear 5000 fepoys, and all the Maifibre cavalry. About 6000 of 
%he Marattas the day before luck^ eroded the Coletoon^ 00 ibme 
difpute between them and th^ Mai£breans« 

Our lofs in battalion was fix officers wounded oat of nine; 5^^ 
^private men killed and wounded, and alsoat^KOO fepoys. The ene** 
my's lois was much more confidcMble, 
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I £XPscT£D the Fjtnch would have encamped where we had 1754* 
fought^ which, had they done, we muft have run the chance of 
another battle^ either to have marched away towards Tanjore, or 
to have convoyed in provifions j but they luckily for us chofe to re- 
turn to the ifland* and our communication being open, the provi- 
fions came in that night. I now determined to march towards Tan- 
jore, and there wait for Mauphus Cawn ; befides, I was in hopes 
my prefence with an army might do fomediing in favour of Mr. 
Palk's negociations. I wrote to him, however, to apprize the King 
of my intentions, and to fee how he took it. While I was waiting 
for his anfwer, an event happened which made our army as welcome 
as we could wifli. The enemy, the fecond night after our engage- 
ment, took all their Europeans, 3600 fepoys, and 2000 horfe, and 
marched away for Tondeman's country, with an intention to burn 
and deftroy wery thing they could, to detw that Polygar from fend- 
ijag any more provifions. 

The country people alarmed, drove all their cattle and valuable 

cffe<3:s into the woods, where it was injpoflible to follow them; 

a&d this expedition of tjhe enemy's ended in nothing, but burning 

a few empty villages, and takiag a gun of oiirs in the woods, which 

the fepoys had to prote<5t our convoys. After three days they re- 

tiamed, but vexed at their difappointjooeiiit, and finding the King qf 

Taffijore isvould i:iot declare, they loft patieiijce, and fell furioofty up- 

<M the frontiers of his .country, took KillycoAtah, a fort on the bor- 

dcrsj and ixtarcbed to JCoiJUddy, which they alio took, and by that 

mtstos made diemfelves matters of the bank on the ifland, which 

xrarries the water into the Tanjore iX)iintry, and began to cut it in 

Jihree ^r four plac^. 

In thefc circumftaaces, without waiting for Mr. Palk's anfwer, 
for I kn^w AheKing would ^3ie glad tp jfee.us in .his country to de- 
Smd iu Jwe iioiirchi^ ^nawiediately to Tanjore, through Tonde- 
jgmi'^ Rv^ods, 'dividing :Qwiiwre,,aadJ[eavj;ng half with captain Kill- 
^fsttf^ck in TiriQhinopply* i wrote alfo fw Ihe perty from I>aviecot^ 
ojG»maPf^, gndawet us *t TaoJQce, fqr -I :found!tl^t Mawphus iC^wfl, 
Sox whom' we WBitfA^ was aot moved from Arcot. On my fir/t 
day's march, as I expi^^d, J iiad fi fetter from the King, • begging 
me to come, and wifhing me joy on the late vidtory. Mr. Palk alfo 
-Wipte to me, that things were much altered in our favour fince 

K 2 thi^ 
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1754. this expedition of the enemy's, and that the King had ordered his 
horfe out under Gauderow. Mr. Palk advifed him to fend his ca- 
valry to meet us, that when joined, we might foon drive the enemy 
out of his kingdom. Inftead of that, he ordered 1200 horfe to go 
to Tricatapoily, to punifh the enemy, as he faid. 

Mora ROW, who ftill remembered the (hame of his defeat, fomc 
months before, thought it now a good time to be revenged of the 
Tanjore troops, efpecially when Monagee was not at their head. 
He therefore croffed the Cauvery, and at day-break fell upon Gau- 
derow's party, who made as little refiftance as furprifed troops com- 
monly do : Gauderow and 200 of his men only efcaped, the reft 
were either killed, wounded, or taken prifoners. We arrived two 
days after this fray near Tanjore, and there met the pzrty from Da- 
vecottah, and 500 fepoys. The King came out of his fort to meet 
me, but I was fo ill, that I was obliged to fend captain Caillaud to 
make my apology. 

The neict grand point we had for Mr. Palk to endeavour at, 
was the removal of Succogec from the King, and Monagcc to be 
reftored to favour and power. The circumftances were favourable 
for us, and Mr. Palk and captain Caillaud managed fo fucccfsfully, 
that they convinced the Tanjorean, that to his minifter, and his 
bad counfels muft be attributed all his misfortunes ; and that, had 
he continued fteady to the Nabob and the Englifli, the war might 
have been happily finifhed, and the enemy could not have dared to 
enter and lay wafte his country, nor the bank have been deftroyed. 
But ftill it was not too late ; every thing might be recovered if Suc- 
cogee was removed from his perfon and councils, and Monagee re- 
ftored to his former rank, who had given fo niany convincing proofs 
of his ftrong attachments to his mailer's intereft. The King was 
deeply concerned : he would fain employ both ; he was unwilling 
to part with his favourite ; but when he was convinced that our 
friendihip depended on it, Succogee was removed, and Monagee in- 
vefted with tne fble and full management of his kingdom, and ap- 
pointed once more commander in chief of his forces. New troops 
were raifed to make up for their late lofs, and every thing promi-* 
fed well from fo lucky a change in our favour^ 

At 
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At this time we were acquainted from Madrafs, of the arrival 1754. 
of a detachment fent us from Bombay, by that prcfidency, at the ^ 
requeft of our governor and council ; and indeed I muft do gover- 
nor Bourchier the juftice to fay, that he was always inclined to give 
us any affiftance in his power. Some fhips from Europe arrived 
alfo with recruits. 

Mauphus Cawn was then at Conjeveram, 60 miles weft of 
Madrafs, but he wanted money and fome Europeans to enable him 
to join us. My opinion was aiked, what fhould be done in this af- 
fair. I gave it for advancing him the fum required, a lack of rou- 
pees, and that a party of 500 Europeans, confifting of the Bombay 
detachment and the recruits lately arrived, fhould immediately marcn 
and take Mauphus Cawn under their efcort. All this was agreed 
to, and the party marched accordingly. 

MoRARow, on fome difpute between him and the Maiflbreans, 
had croffed the Coleroon before the 1 2th of May, as I have before 
obferved. He repafTed it to perform that exploit againft the Tali- 
jore troops ; and having ftruck the feverc blow aforementioned, he 
returned to the other fide of the Coleroon again, and continued at 
a diftance from the MaifTore camp. He then propofed to the Na- 
bob, that if the payment of three lack of.roupees could be fecured to 
him, he would return to his own country, and never more be aa 
enemy to him, the Englifh, or the Tanjoreans. The Nabob hav- 
ing no money, applied to the King of Tanjore, • and after a great 
many meetings, it was agreed to, and the articles drawn- up and 
figned. In the mean time Morarow gave Nanderauze to under- 
ftand> that he was in treaty with the Nabob, but that if he would 
pay him the money then due, he would return to his affiftance. 
Nanderauze fent him all the money he could fpare; and Morarow 
finding there was no chance for more from that quarter, agreeable 
to his treaty with the Nabob, marched off. Part of the money was 
paid by the King of Tanjore on his going, the reft to be paid on lus 
arrival in his own country. 

Another detachment came from Davecottah, commanded by 
captain Zeigler, confifting of about 80 Europeans and TopaflTes^ 
and 400 fepoys. As my health was much impaired> and therefore 

my 
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1754. my continuing with the army very precarious, the govemor and 
council, at my rcqueft, fent captain Killpatrick a major s commiffion, 
and confented to his fucceeding to the command, if I (hould be 
obliged to leave it- I was not a little chagrined to find the Tan- 
jore troops fo long affembling, being anxious to march. The ene- 
my were now again encamped on the plain, and had fo clofely bc- 
fet Trichinopoly, that our communication was quite cut off. At 
laft Monagee fct up his flandard, and joining us on the 25th, we 
marched. My intentions were to have proceeded diredly to Tri- 
chinopoly ; but in a council of war next day,' I found Monagee 
unwilling to proceed, till we were joined by our other party, who 
were efcorting Mauphus Cawn. With all the reafons I m^de ufc 
of, I could not convince him of the neceflity of an immediate march. 
We were therefore obliged to wait ; but on thefe conditions ooly, 
that he (hould in the interim colle<3: a magazine of grain equal to 
the confumption in Trichinopoly, to enable us. On our arrival, to 
replace what had been fpent in our abience.. 

Mauphus Cawn was then advanced as far as Fort St. David, 
where, contrary to his agreement, he wanted all his money be- 
fore he paiTed the Coleroon, and even faid that this would not be 
fufficient to pay his troops, infifting on a further fum. Finding 
he trifled with us, I ordered captain Forbes not to wait for him, 
but to join me with his Bombay detachoaent, and our recruits, as 
^xpeditioufly as poflible, which he completed on the 14th. The 1 5th 
I reviewed the army, which conMred of about 1200 .men in battalion, 
3000 fepoys, and 14 pieces of cannon. Monagee had with him 
2506 horfe, 3000 infantiy, and iome fidd pieces. On the i6th vfc 
marched, and the 17th reached Trichinopoly. 

The ^nerny had been joined the n%ht before by 200 Europe- 
ans, and their whole body appeared on the plain in order of battle ; 
their battalion and fepoys with the Sugar-^Loaf Rock on their right, 
and the cavalry on their left. I ordered our advanced guard to 
take poffeflion of a bank which comnaahdcd the entrance to the 

Slain. As we advanced, the enemy began to cannonade. When I 
ad pailed the bank, we formed, and faced the enemy. Monagee's 
troops made up the iecond line, and covered our baggage and pro- 
viiions. The enemy kept moving on ; and we likewife, our can- 
non anfwering theirs. We expe<3;ed nothing but an engagement, 

and 
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and were not a litdc furprized, at once, to fee their battalion go 1754- 
to the right about, their cannon drawing off, and the whole re- 
treating very regularly. They killed us a captain and 1 5 men, and 
fufFered themfelves fomething more. The enemy had another par- 
ty of Topaffes and fepoys marching to join them from the ifl^nd, 
which when perceived by Major Killpatrick, he fallied out with part 
of his garrifon, and obliged them, after a fevere cannonade, to retire 
to the ifland. 

We halted ntxt day to refresh our men, and to put our heavy 
baggage into the fort, refolving not to give the enemy reft, till they, 
had quitted the plain. They had the firft day gone to the Five 
Rocks, but on our marching to the Fakeer*s Tope, they moved oiF, 
and encamped at Mootachillenour. We followed them, and in the 
night they thought proper to crofs the river, and encamped behind 
their Pagodas on the ifland. We then retook our poft off Elmiferam, 
and fent a detachment to cover the King of Tanjore's workmen, 
^pairing the bank near Koiladdy, the enemy having alfo abandoned . 
*hat place. 

About this time our fleet, under the command of admiral Wat-- 
fon, arrivctd with oolondl Adlercroon's regiment, and the French 
fliips had brought Mr. GodcheU, commifllary-general and govcrncx-- 
general of all their iettlements, with 1 500 Europeans. Upon his 
arrival he wrote to Mr. Saunders, to acquaint him with his mclina- 
tion to purfue pacific meafures, inlxoducing his prppofals for a fuf- 
penfion of arms, by fending back the troops which Mr. Dupleix ha4 
caufed to be ftopped ki their paflage from Madra£s to Fort St. Da- 
vid. The governor and council, pleafed to find they had now to 
deal with a perfon who appeared to concur with them in purfuing 
tlie true intereft of the two commercial companies, were not long in 
fending their anfw?r, and both fincerely labouring to haften the con- 
clufion of an eventfo much to be wiflied. A Suipenfion of arms was 
agreed on, and adtually took place on the nth of October 1754^ 

The articles were as follow.. 

ARTICLE I.. troops, in all the forts, and adual pof- 

feffions of the two contraAing nation^ in 
To btginfrom the iithof Oflobcr, the the Carnatick; all aSs of hoftility fhall 
day oil w E S U S .^ EN S 10 "•' ccafe between the French and the Eng- 

O F A R M S (hall be publifhcd to aU the lifli^ n. During: 
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II. During the courfc of this fufpcnfion, 
wjiich fliall be for three months, their 
troops (hall not kA againft each other, not 
only as principals, but even as auxiliaries. 

in. The two nations (hall oblige their 
allies to enter into the fame agreement. 

IV. If cither (&f the two nations, French 
or Englifh, fliall commit any ad of hoftility, 
poffefs thcmfelves of any place ; or either 
occafton any damage to the other after 
the day of the publication of the faid fuf- 
penfion, both oblige themfclves to make 
reparation proportionable to the damage, 
and to the entire reftitution of whatever 
was taken. 

V. If the allies or other troops in the 
pay of either nation, (hall commit any 
zSt of hoftility, or plunder the territories 
of which either nation is now in pofTefEon, 
it fliall be lawful for both nations to repulfe 
their infiilts by force; by which the injured 
natioa fliall not be deemed to have infring- 
•ed the prefent agreement. • 

VI. If the allies or auxiliary troops of 
Vither nation, fluU take arms or infult the 
countries of which the nation they were al* 
lied to is now in pofleffion, the two nations 
ihall liiccour each other in this cafe to op- 

jpofe.tbis eqemy, who fliould become there- 
by a common enemy to both. 



VII. The troops of the two nations fliall 
be employed during this fufpenfion of arms, 
to fecure their^ fettlements and prefent pof* 
feflions ; they may be tranfported freely, 
and without any difficulty, from one place 
to another at the pleafure of the governors, 
generals, commanders, &c. of each na- 
tion ; and all perfons adually under the 
protedion of either flag, ihay in like man- 
ner go and come where they think proper, 
without being difturbed either in their ef- 
feds or perfons. 

VIII. There fliall be a free commerce 
throughout the Carnatick, and in all the 
countries to the northward on the Coro- 
mandel coaft, for the two contrading na« 
tions ; they may bring goods from all the 
places in the dependencies of either nation 
or their allies, and tranfport them freely 
and without any duty whatever through the 
refpedive territories and * Jageers. 

IX. As foon as the fufpenfion u pro- 
claimed, the mutual exchange of prifo- 
ners fliall be fet about, and the neceflary 
meafures taken in an amicable manner to 
foften the fate of thofe that fliall remain, 
by putting them together into places where 
they auy feel left of the rigour of a long^ 
captivity. 



? Jageers are lands granted by the Mogul or his reprefentatives. 
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Mr. Palk and Mr. Vansittart were font to Pondichery, and 
returned with the following Treaty and the Truce. 

A RTICLES of a prcvificnal Treaty^ concluded and agreed on between us 
Tbontas Saunders^ Efq\ Prejidentfor the Honourable EngJijb Company on the 
coafi of Coromandel and Orixa^ Governor of Fort St, George^ i^c. and the 
Sieur Charles Robert Godeheu^ Commijfary for bis mofi Cbrifttan Majefty \ 
Commander General of all the fettkmtnts of the French Company on both 
Jides the Cape of Good Hopc^ and at China \ Preftdent of all the councils there 
eftablijhedy and DireSor General of the India Company of France. 



A R T I C L E I. 

The two companresyEngliih and French, 
ihall renounce for ever all Moori(h govern- 
ment and dignitjr, and (hall never interfere 
in any difference that may arife between the 
princes of the country. 

All places, except thofe which (hall be 
flipulated in the definitive treaty, to re- 
main in thel pofieffion of -the twoaforeftU 
nations,- French and Englifb, Ihall be de- 
livered up to the Moors. 

IT. In the Tanjore country, the Eng- 
lifli ihall poflefs Davecottah, and the French 
, Karical j each with their prefent dtftri£ts. 

IIL On the Goromandel coaft, the 
French ihall poflefs Pondichery, the dif- 
trifls of which are to be fpecified in the de- 
finitive treaty. The Engli(h (hall poflefs 
Fort St. George and Fort St. David, with 

the difirids likewife to be fpecified. 

I •■■-••• • 

The French ihall form a limited fettle- 
nient> the fituation of which Ihall be cho- 
ien between Nizampataai, and tht river of 
Gondecama exclufively ; as an equivalent 
for the diflFerence there is between Davecot- 
tah, and Fort St. David together} com- 
pared with Karical ; 



Orelfe, 
The diftrifls of Pondichery (hall be made 
equal to thofe of Fort St. George and Fort 
St.David together, and in this cafe the French 
ihall abandon the PointD'Appuy, propofed 
above. The alternative ihall be left to the 
determination of the two companies. 

IV. Mazulipatam and Divy ihall be neu* 
ter, leaving to the two companies the 
choice of making a partition ; each nation 
ihall have a houfe for commerce at Mazu^^ 
lipatam, with an equal number of foldiers 
to guard it, in cafe the town ihould re- 
main neuter. Divy ihall be delivered to 
the Engliih, if the French referve Mazu- 
lipatam. And if the French keep Divy, 
the Engliih ihall have Mazulipatam. In 
thefe two laft cafes, equal diftridb ihall 
be annexed to the poiTeffions* 

V. The navigation of Narzaporc river 
ihall be free i the EngliOi may carry their 
fcttlement upon the banks of the faid river, 
or keep Bandermalanka ; but they, ihall 
poiTefs only one of thofe two places ; the 
French ihall have a fettlement on the fame 
river. The diilrifis ihall be equal between 
the two nations. 

• 
VL The entrance of Ingeram_ river ihall 
be free, neither the French nor the Eng* 
L Hih 



5^ 



NARRATIVE OF THE WAR 



lifli (hall poffcfs the iflands of Coring© and 
Yellacklippa. The Englifti ftiall have 
their faiiory at Suncrapollam,- with its dif- 
trivSJs, and a warchoufc at Nellcpcly, the 
fortifications of which fliall be razed. The 
French fliaH have their factory at Yanam, 
with diftri<£ls equal to thofc of Suncrsipol- 
lam^ and they fliall be at liberty to have a 
ware-houfe on the Terra Firma in cafe 
they judge it neceffary^ foi the conveni*^ 
pact and eafii of tbeir trading bufbers, 

VII. In the Chickakul country, as the 
Epglifli have Vizagapatam, the French 
may fettle a faSory where they pleaft, to 
the fouthward of Pondemarka, or the 
northward of Bimlepataiii» whether at Gan- 
jam or Mafoufbunder, on an equality with 
Vizagapatam. 

VIII. Thefc conditions accepted on botb 
Me$y although they are not to be a law 
Sot a definitive trea^ in Eivope, they ihall 

. neverthelefe produce a truce betwoen the 
two nations and their allies, . until news is 
received in India of the anTwers made in 
Europe concerning this agreement $ which 
iiofwers vee proniiiiB bona fide to commu-- 



nicate to each other as foon a^ they ikatt? 

be arrived by the ihips of cither nation. 

IX. Neither nation AaII be allowed to* 
procure, during the truce, any new grant 
or ccflion, or to build forts for the defence 
of new ellabiifhments. It {hail ody be 
lawful to rebuild and repair the fortification! 
now fubn(!ing in the eftablifliments they 
pofiefs at this time, in order to prevenc 
their entire ruin. 

. X. Until the arrivd of anTwers from 
Europe to thefe articles, which ihall be 
difpatched thither 1^ the ficft Ihips, to be 
fubmitted to the deciCon of the two com- 
panies, under the pleafiireand approbtdon 
of the two crowns, the two nations ihall - 
«ot procoed to any ceffion, xetroceffion, or* 
.evacuation of what they now^poflcfs, eve- 
ry thing being to remain on Uke footing of • 
uti poffidetis. 

XI. Widb ngaid totheMemnificatiofV 
the two natiobs may expoft frr the e»T 
•pences of the war s this article (haU be «« 
n&cably adjufted in the dcfinicivie toMty. 



Done at Fx>rl St. George, 31 Deeemb. I7$f« 

£s) (Signed) TitoMAt Saumdbrs. t^J^ (%«^) Gobeheu. 

(In Englilb and French) (Under the Englilh) (Undier the FVench) 

Examined widt the original, and 



Dated at Fondichery^ 
26 Dec* 1754. 



attefied to be a true copy^ 
J^s.p«PRi, t^Becretanes. 
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'jJ R^ICL^S and Stipuhtms ef ^7ruce^ concluded between us thmaf 
iSauuders^ Efq\ Pr^dpU^ i^c. 6fr» f^e. andibt Sieur Charles R^eri Godibeu^ 
' C^mmijfaryy {^c. t?r. &c, in virtue jof a provifional treaty which we have 
. Jii^ned the fame day, to promote the re-ejlablijhment. of tranquillity in this part 
' iiif.Auba. 



A R T I C L E I. 

To take place on the nth of Januaryt 
^755* *he day of the cxpiraOon of the 
^fpenflon of arms, proclaimed the nth of 
OAober^ 1754; all boililitj^es {hall c^alj^ 
t>etween tl^e £ngli(b a;i4 f roicb. 

II. During this Iruce^ which fliall be in 
force until we are inforaied in India of the 
anfwers made in Europe concerning the 
faid provifional treaty ; the troops of the 
two nations, French and Englifli, (hall 
not a6l a^ainft each other^ ei|h«r as prjn- 
cip^ls or auxiliaries* 

III. The two nations, Englifh and 
French, engage to oblige their allies to ob- 
ferve all that is ftipulated for the accoqi- . 
pliihmelit of ^e- tcuce by .virtue df the 
treaty ; and whoever (hall dare to infringe 
it (hall be reputed a common enemy, and 
ihall ht rtdMsd Aoigood order by the^ force 
^f anna, 

XV. If eitbec 06 lilie two Rations, 'French 
W Eiiglifty s^r either <aiacilkiry troops or 
allies, (hall commit aay a& of bo(lilil^, 

poflefs themfelves of any place, or any 
one (hall caufe any damage to another dur- 
ing the ^id truce ; b«th oblige themfelves 
to make reparation proportionable to the 
damage, and to the entire leftitution of 
whatever (ball be taken. 

V. If the allies or other tcoops in pay 
of either nation, (hall be guilty of any a£t 



of boftjlitys or commit any pillages in th'« 
territories wher^eof either naiion is now ia 
pofleiEon,. it (hiJl be lawful for both na* 
tions to repulfe their infults by force, by 
which the injured nation (hall not be deem- 
ed to have infringed the prelenjt ^gcee- 
inent. ' 

VL If the allies or auxiliary troops of 
ptbcr naiion, (ball take up arips ^nd in'* 
fult the countries of which ^e natiop they 
me al^ed 'to is qow in pufieffion i in this 
cafe, the two nations (hall affiil each other 
;ig9l(ift tbi3 «mixiy, v^ho (hall thereby be- 
come the common eneitiy of both. 

VII. The troops of the (wo nations (hall 
be employed, during this truce, in the care 
of their preleBt eA^bli(hments and pof- 
feffionsj they may be tranfportcd freely, 
and without any difficulty, from one place 
to another, at the pleafure of the govjjr* 
nour, generals, commat^ders, &c. of each 
nation.^ and all perfons a<Sli;aIIy under the 
protection of either flag, may likewife go 
and come at pleafure, without being mo- 
leftpd either in their eftcfls or perfons. 

VIII. Trade (hall be free throughout the 
Carii^tick, and in ^11 the countries to the 
northward of the Coromandel coaft, for 
the two cootrafiing nations; they may 
fetch merchandizes from all the places in 
the dependence of each other, and tranf- 
port them freely, without any reftraint) 
through the refpedive jageers and territo- 
ries. 
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IX. All common enemies, or the par- 
ticular enemies of either nation, who (hall 
come to attack the Engliih and French in 
their prefent pofleffions, and trouble the 
tranquillity which is to reign in India, (ball 
be repulfed by the united force of the two 
nations, French and Englifli. 

X. As foon as the truce is proclaimed, 
the mutual exchange of prtfoners ftiall be 
fet about, man for man } and means fliali 
be refolved on for th^eafe of thofe which 
ftall not be exchanged. 

XT. Commif&ries (hail be appointed on 
both fides, to examine into the infrmge- 
ments committed by each party, or their 
auxiliary troops or allies, and fettle the 
reftitution to be made of aH the phces 
taken, during the truce, againft the tenour 
of th« furpen(ion of arms ; a» likewife of 



all that may have b6tn taken from them bjr 
the faid auxiliary troops, in merchandizess, 
effeds, money, tet. and farther, to fettle, 
in a fixed method, for a guide, during the- 
whole time of the truce, all the names, 
and the extent of every country, ^paragana 
and village, under the power, and in the 
pofleffion of the two nations, £agli(h and- 
French. 

XII. It is agreed^, that whenever, in^he 
coude of the truce, any complaint (hall be 
made by either of the faid nations of an 
il^fringemcnt of the 4th article, the (aid. 
commiiraries on each fide appointed, (hall 
certify and examine the bSt, that juftice 
may be done accordingly to the injured 
nation, either by reftitution or reparation^ 
according to the nature of the injury re- 
ceived* 



Done at Fort St. Georgp, 31 Dec. 1754. Signed as before.. 



Dated at Pondichery,. 
i6 Ejcc, 1754. 



Additional Jrtkhs and Stipulations to tb€ foregoing Truces. 



A R T I C L E J. 

If any nation (hould attempt to ercA a 
fettlcment within the bounds of flie pre* 
fent pofleflioDS of either of the two com- 
panies ) both £ngli(h and French (hall 
jointly oppofe and hinder any fuch under- 
taking. 



IL The cuftoni-boufet and f juncan» 
fhall remain on the fame footing as before 
the war ; and no alteration (hall be made 
ill the duties paid on the importation and 
exporution of goods of the produce or 
manufadure of the coaft. 



Dated at Pondichery^. 
4 Jan. 1755. 



Done at Fort St. George, 31. Dec. 1754. Signed as before. 



• A Paragana is any diftrid* •f coantiy. 

t A Juncan is a tollor duty on every thing that paflbi* 
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TRANSACTIONS 



ON THE 



COAST of COROMANDEL^ 

In the Year 1755. 



THE Suspension op Arms was accompanied with another ^735^ 
event of great importance to the tranquillity of India) the de- • -^" 
parturc of Mr. Dupleix, who being renioved from the government, . 
returned widi the next (hips for Europe. 

Herb it may be proper to take a view of the feveral provinces and 
governments of the Deckan, their prefent intercfts and defigns. This 
will not be a mere recapitulation of what has been faid in the 
Narrative 3 for as the Princes of that country are continually agita- 
ted by the paffions of avarice, ambition and jealoufy ; they are every 
moment prompted byfufbicion or the love of intrigue, to enter in- 
to new quarrels, form different connexions, and by. their rcftlefs and 
uncertain fpirit, create the utmoft perplexities to their allies* Fond 
of compliments, ceremonial and repeated profeflions of friendihip, . 
they have little regard for truth or gratitude ; nor have they any 
confideration for the future more than the paft, folely occupied wita. 
what they imagine will advance their prefent views. This cha- 
radler of the-Aliaticks in general- will be exemplified by a review of 
thQ prefent fituation and defigns of the feveral powers of theDeckan^, 
-as they appeared in the year 1755. 
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1755. Salabatzing was induced by his incapacity and floth, to fub- 
* mit himfelf entirely to the councils of the French for the fake of their 
pf Gte^ion €ind afliftancc. Bound by ao ties of affection, he was now. 
meditating the removal of thofe very perfons with whom he had fo 
lately been fharing the greateft power and wealth, without the 
leaft regard to their having aflifted him in that ufurpation. 

The King of Tanjore, a fubtle Prince, lived in a continual 
jealoufy of the Enghfli and French, who had both fettlements in 
his dominions, well knowing that either of thefe fingly was able to 
give law to him, and always apprehending moft from^the fide to 
which the balance of power fcemed to ihcline. From a diffidence 
of the French, and a better opinion of the Englifli faith, he had, 
for the moft part, (hewn a regard for our alliance, but it required 
great addtefs to manage his irrefolution, to divert fais partiality|for 
a treacherous favourite, and keep him firm to his engagements. Hts 
moft dangerous neighbours' were the Maiflbreans, a rich people, and 
formidable from their being undifturiDed at home. He knew they 
had long formed defigns againft Trichinopoly, and at this very time, 
wece in treaty with the French for that end. The knowledge of 
this determined h\m to enter into the ftrifibeft bafids of frieadihip 
VHith us, and yet, at the ftnie time, his (kipicion of our entering 
into any alliance with the. governor of Marava, (a ftouiitry border- 
ing on his dominions to the foutb), thfewhim into the moft pre- 
cipitate refolution of carrying fire and fwbrd into that country. Tt 
was in vain to rertiortftrate to him, ' that -To paih -a •proceeding wenld 
only facilitate dl<b ddfigns of the Miaiflbrean> by leaving Trichino- 
poly defeneetefs. The Maravar was the prefent objcdt of his }ea- 
Toufy.- 

ToNi>SMAN aPolygar, whofe woods> a<^oiairig to Tanjore, had 
been an ufeful protection to our convoys during die war, was alfo 
nneafy at our fuppofed intentions of alliance with the Maravar. 

The King of Maissore, young, and in a manner confined to 
his feraglio, gave up the diredridn of afFairs to his uncle, who was 
.prime minifter and brother to Nandcrauze. They were both, at 
this time, purfuing their fcheme on Trichinopoly, in which diey 
fufFered fo many repulfes, and faw their extravagant projeds fo often 
(defeated, that they were ready to feize any pretext for abandoning 
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llieit enterprise. They foon relinquifhed it on good reafons, and I7J5* 
f rpm thenceforth beca^ne Icfs formidable neighbours to the King of ' 
Tanjore. 

Moot 1 8 Allee Cawn, governor of * Velloure, , a powerful and 
^figning tean, had the addrefs to murder two Nabobs with 
jimpunity % and during this long war, to keep himfelf clear of its 
.calamities. Mr. Dupleix ufed to call him his deputy in his province. 
•Though np confidence could be placed in the friendihip of this art- 
.ful man, it was imprudent to hav^ him for an enemy ; therefore 
-liis offers to acknowledge the Nabob were gladly accepted, but there : 
was little fincerity in his profeflions of fubmiflion* 

Th]P Mar ATT as have always had fo confiderable a fhare in the 
dtftyrbances^ and were at this time taking fo large a part in the po- 
liticks of thefe countries, that it is requilite, for the explanation 
of the affairs of the peninfula, to give as many particulars of this 
extenfive people as can be afcertained : for as they have no written 
biftbry, and fcarce any tradition/ that we know, of their former 
ilate, it is impojQable to procure a full and fatisfadtory account of io 
immcirous a natipn^ once fettled, then difperfed,^ and now re-efla*^ 
blifj^ing the^ifelves thrpogbout all parts of the Mogul's empire : a, . 
people whp have had, from time immemorial, fettlements fo the north 
faf Deliyi great pvt of which they flill poflefs, though fo great : 
were the numbers that were driven out from thence, by Aurenzeb, 
that he employed above twenty years in fruitlefs endeavours to reduce 
them in their new fettlements in the mountainous parts of the 
Deckan. 

. They \iwt had cofitinued wars ever fince, with all the Moguls, 
Subahs and governprs, and made innumerable treaties of peace with 
them, which they never bbferve any longer than they think it their 
interefl:.. They have themielves had ftrange internal revolutions; 
•and what is moft grange, the prefent governing men among them 
. V^ Br^mins or prij^il^i nated by the true Marattas, but followed, 
by them for pay. 



f Witluiitvdvepmei^c>fr:/Uoot, thefirengelt fort >a all that diilrid.. 
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17^5. Their Raja or Prince is facred : and they hold that h§ ought to 
*be a kind of idol, fhut up and fed at the puWick expence, and the 
executive power lodged in fome other branch of his family, at leaft, 
fuch has been the eftaWifhment on the Malabar coaft : but this was 
fubverted by the ufurpation of the two Bramins, the one called Peek- 
gee, and the other Budgerow. Peelagee governed Guzarat, and Budge- 
row the country to the fouthward. His fbn, who fucceeded him, 
is known by his name Balazerow, on the Coromandel coaft : On 
the Malabar he is called the Nanna, for that is the title by which the 
afting head of the government and general of the forces is diftin- 
^ifhed. The nominal Prince, or the idol, as he has been defcri- 
bed, is ftiled Ram Raja and Saha Raja. All thefe names, indifcri- 
minsitely ufed and ftrarigely fpelt, occafion no fmall difficulty to the 
reader, who is here alfo delired to take notice, that though all 
writers fpeak of Sattaarah as the capital of the Maratta's country, 
the refidence of the Bramin their fovereign is * Poona, where all the 
bufinefs of the government is carried on. 

What proves that they have formerly been powerful over all the 
Mogul's empire, though, now difunited, is the univerfal acknow-^ 
ledgment of the Chout^ or tribute paid to them of a fourth of the 
revenues oi every Raja or governor. This they ftill coUeft in all 
parts, taking what they can get of it in ready money, and leaving 
the ballance in arrear, which will ferve them at leaft as a pretence 
for another incurfion, whenever they want employment for their 
troops. 

It may feem ftrange that thefe Marattas, who are Bramins, and 
fo ftridt obfcrvers of the Gentou religion, and the tenets of the 
Tranfmigration of fouls, that they will never kill the moft ofFenfivc 
animals that crawl about them, fliould, without any fcruple, ea- 
gerly employ their fabres to the deftru6tion of their fellow-creatures. 
The falvo for this extraordinary contradiftion, is a device of thei? 
priefts, who, by the facrifice of a Buffalo, with many myfterious 
and cnthufiaftick ceremonies, abfolve their warriors from the re- 
Aridtions which bind the vulgar. 

* Poona is ^boat a handred miles eaft-(batlH of Sattaarah is not aTcertaioed* and therefore hie 
caft of £omba/. D'Anville &ys, the fituation has not put it m his map. 
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It fliould be here obferved that the Marattas mentioned ib often ^755* 
in the Narrative, were only a body of horfe, freebooters, who al- 
ternately took the pay of the higheft bidder. They were fuch 
as Morarow had picked up to follow his fortunes, and till he at- 
tempted to make himfelf independent, they had no fettled habita- 
tion, and no profeflion but war, if it may be called a profeflion 
where they have neither art nor difcipline, and yet they iare formi- 
dable to the Moors, who carrying foch numerous and incumbered 
armies to the field, are the eafier harrafled, and even ftarved by them. 
For thefe pillagers, continually galloping round the country, cut 
off the convoys, and as mod of their parties carry with them neither 
baggage, nor provifions, they eafily elude all purfuit, and in an 
inftant retire to their faftnefles, or even, if occafion requires, to 
their own country. They ride a hardy horfe inured to fatigue, 
and for the moft part fed with ftanding corn. The common 
men have no cloathing but a turban on their head, and a fafli 
round their waift : inftead of a faddle they ufe fuch a kind of pad 
as is recommended by Marihal Saxe. Truly formidable with their 
fabres, they are fatal to troops that are once broke. 

The Marattas, though not without trade and manufaftures, have 
principally enriched themfelves, by obliging the wealthy and more 
refpedable powers their neighbours to be tributary to them. It will 
naturally be aiked^ why do the opulent Ifcates fubmit to be tributary? 
and what fecurity have they that thefe licentious plunderers will 
abide by their agreements, and not continually encroach upon them, 
and raife their demands ? The reafon is plain : it is lefs expehfive, 
and a lighter tax upon trade, to agree to fome certain payment, 
than to engage in the unknown expence of armies, to free them- 
felves from fo irregular a foe : and as to greater exaftions, if the 
Chief has once fettled the Cioufy he will hardly venture to ftrugglc 
for more, as the money agreed on goes into his own pocket ; and 
were he to proceed to the more violent method of compulfion, by 
invading the country, the fpoil would all become the property of his 
troops, under the article of plunder, and his own (hare would come 
very (hort of the fum ftipulated ; bcfides, they have the prudence 
to confider, that a country ravaged by their troops, will produce 
neither tribute nor plunder again for fome time. 

They are a deftrudive foe and an unferviceable friend. They 
ruin their enemies by burning their country, and their allies by 
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1755. their »v»ricio!W demands for money, Inftead of mcrltiiag their pay, 

u >!, ■■■ ^ which they might eafdy do ^tcr a defeat, by cutting off all the 

broken troops, they Ay to the camp, where every man ptocuces a 

good burden for his horfe, '. and walking oii fciot, drives him away 

lofuied with the fpoiL , : ' , , r 

Such has been> in a great meaiiire, the ftate of the Maratta 
people i but about this time it will appear, that they entertained va-^ 
rious defigns of extending their territoriea in feveral parte of the 
(lountry, and ftlfp on the fea coaft. They took large diftrias from 
the Viceroy of the Deckan, marched to Dclly and made a Mogul, 
and after driving out Angria by our ftrength, beat thie Portuguc« 
by their own. They had generals who ict up for themfelves m the 
remote coy ntries that they hadconqucrod, and /were giving fome 
^ther indications of their return from a vagabond life of rapine and 
^iibrder, to a more fettled fyftem of policy. 

Of all the Princes of the Deckan,, thexe ard rom^ fo free from 
the faults of the coiiptry as thfi Nabob Mahomed. Alk^. Cawn; 
having' always experienced the invariable friendfliip of the Englifli, 
l^p has .bffJ^ rtaught th^ tr i|o valwe of hQ<u>w *ai\d panfta&cya ^nd. 
tit^oughqut his cpndMift, majufeft^d ufConfHiwngr&titiide and fi4o^ 
|ity to hig engagenoents. The fums we had expended in t^ fup^ 
port of his caufe, inftead of raifing in him the expe^tioa of being 
farther burthenfome to ua, lay like 9 heavv weight is^on his mind ; 
afld the diftrefs he waa in for wp^^t with th* inopoflibility of pay- 
ing any confiderabie part of hi* debt t<> the Company, vifibly afi^dted 
hi$ heal^ : hu brothers who accompaii^d him,L having a fepajrate . 
command, would each of them keep up at many attendants, and 
as^ large an expense as the Nabob himfelf. Exhaufted by this un« 
wccffary profufiofi, he was i^ot able to furniflx the workmen and 
materials with which h^ had engaged to fupply our engineers for 
compleating their fortification, nor even to find money for his own 
troops to prevent them from dilbanding Upon confideration of 
this ftate of the Nabob's affairs, it was prudently determined to take 
ao c^zdi account of his revenues, which were mortgaged to the 
Company, in order to judge what fums might be adtually forth- 
coming for their ufe, after a due proportion ihould b© allotted for 
the maintenance of himfelf, and the fupport of his dignity. 
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. I-f wais: dt the fame tiitte recommended to htm» to fettle as icon ^JSS* 
as poflible at Arcot, his capital^ with a)l his family^ as well t<r 
fave cxpcnce, by reducing their levcral retinues to One houfliold, as 
for the Credit of his government. Bud it was of greift c<!mfequertce 
to his revenues, before he left the countriea of Madura and Tine- 
yelly^ which ufed to produce an immenfe income^ to colk£^ the 
tribute which had not been paid during the troubles, and alfo to 
induce the ieveral PcJygars, and all fubordinate governors to acknow^ 
lodge the Nabob's rig^t, by receiving grants from him for the coua- 
tries they held under his government. 

It was neceilary on this,, aaoo' all other occaiions, to have at hand 
a fufficicnt force *, for in this'OQiw(ry» we are to look upon an army 
as a proper formality ufually attending a mefiage to a friend, a fulA 
je&, or an enemy. ^ From thefe confiderations, an expedition was or- 
dered into the Madura and Tinnevelly countries to cdk€t the reve-* 
nues, under the command of Alexander Heron, lieutenant colonel 
in his Majefty's ff rvice, and major of the Company's forces, attended 
by Mr. MauniSbU, to ad; together with the Nabob's Vakeel, (or 
agent) ascom^ii^aries for the admimftmtion. of the m0me$ received^ 
^Ci^onel Heron, the latter end of January i75j?f marched to Mana^ 

£ar, a yiUagl^ about thirty miles from Tricbinopoly. Soon after 
is arrival, he .was joined by (he VaWls of lour n^g^biy>titing Pelvn 
fars, who came to fettle their accounts, promifing foon to pay tne 
allances that were due; they alio figned a piper, acknowledging 
themielves under the Nabob*^3 government, independent o£ any other 
power whatfoeveri and that they enjoyed their lands in right of 
his grants ^^^7* ^^ *^ fame time the Nabob received letters of the 
like purport from the three principal men in the Madura and Tin^ 
nevelly countries,- But upon the return of the oHke^s, one of the 
four Polygas Sr by name Lachynaig, who had paid part of his tribute, 
and given a bill for the reft, refufcd to pay the remainder j where- 
fore, at the inftance c^ the Nabob, colonel Heron, on the loth of 
February, moved with the army clofe to a fort, which was one of 
the barriers of his country. All that day and the nc2tt he endeavour'* 
ed, both by fair means and threats, to make him comply, but c^oild 
get no iatiafa^ory anfwer. He then determined to att^ thtf foft 
the next qicorning, in which he fucceeded with little I06 :• and alio 
the fame day took another fort, which gave him pofleffion of all 
the country of that Polygar, except the tops of the hills, where 
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^7SS' the inhabitants had taken fhelter. In thefc two afFairs he loft four- 
" teen fepoys and fome few ♦ coUeries. 

Heue the Nabob left colonel Heron, and his brother Mauphu$> 
Cawn accompanied him in the expedition. The roads were excef^ 
five bad through the woods for the carriage of the heavy cannon. 
Some brcaft-works thrown up in the narrow paffes, were abandoned 
on the army's nearer approach, though not till part of the fepoys 
had given their fire, which was returned, but without any efkOc^ 
Beyond the woods was a ftone-fort, which, had it been quite fi- 
nifhed, would have been of confiderable ftrength for that part of 
the country. The Madura people who were fortifying it, abandon- 
ed it immediately. There was found in this fort fome grain, am- 
munition, and four pieces of cannon. Tha colonel left fome troops 
m poffeffion, and advanced toward the town of Madura ; upon which 
the garrifon retired a little farther into the country, to a fmall fort, 
whither they carried their moft valuable effeSs, and military ftores. 
The greater part of the inhabitants remained, and feemed very well 
fatisfied with the change of government. Being then the feafon 
for gathering in the grain, and coUefting the revenues, it was refolved 
to quarter the army there. Madura is a ftrong Indian town, encom- 
paffed with a wall like Trichinopoly, but being of much greater ex- 
tent, would require a very large ganrilbn to defend it. 

Colonel Heron, having wrote circularletters to all the neighbour- 
ing Polygars, as well as to the people of Tinnevelly, marched for the 
fort to which Myana the late governor of Madura had retired. It 
was a ftrong Pagoda, which he had fortified in the beft manner he 
could, but on the expedation of an attack, he and all his horfe 
fecured themfelves by a timely retreat, and carried with him his ele- 
phants, camels, treafure, and the greateft part of his valuable ef- 
fects ; he left a few fepoys to defend the fort, who fired very briik- 
ly for fome time, but on our returning it with cannon and fmaJl 
arms, they furrendered. Here were found three brafs and iron 
cannon, a number of Malabar guns, and a great quantity of am- 
munition. After taking two other fmall forts, the army marched 
for Tinnevelly, and arrived the 25th ; fome of the Polygars came 
in, others fcnt their Vakeels to fettle every thing amicably. 

f See pftge 20fuid2if 
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The greateft difficulty arofe from the good inclinations of the jy^S* 
Polygar of * Marava. He offered a free paflage through his country 
for the Englifti troops, employed his intereft with the other Poly- 
gars, and fent his brother, who advanced within five miles of the ar- 
my, with three thoufand men and fome pieces of cannon, tender- 
ing his fervice, and preffing us to make fettlements in his coun- 
try. The news of tnis caufed fo great jealoufy, and wx>rked upon 
the King of Tanjore and Tondeman, in fuch a manner, that tney 
fent a proteft againft our treating with the Maravar, and even raifed 
forces, and were actually marching into his country; Monagee, it 
feems, while out of favour, had received fome perfonal affronts from 
the Maravar: this might be in fad the infuperable difficulty ; but the 
reafon given out was the friendftiip that had fubfifted between the 
Maravar and the MaiiToreans ; but at this critical time, the very fear 
of the Maifforcan was a reafon for letting all prefent jealoufies fub- 
fide : therefore all endeavours to mollify the King of Tanjore and 
Tondeman being vain, orders were difpatched to colonel Heron, 
to break oflF all further treaty with the Maravar, 

At the fame time, advice being received of the approach of Sa- 
labatzing, with Mr- BufTy, the army was ordered to return as foon 
as poffible to Trichinopoly. The news of Salabatzing's march was 
true, but it had not the confequence that was apprehended ; for he 
entered Maiffore, where he levied the revenues of that rich province, 
and returned, carrying with him fifty-two Lack of roupees, MeflTrs. 
BufTy and Law were both with him ; the latter made a demand in the 
name of the French Company for feven lack for the lofs he had^ fuf- 
tained when he was taken in Seringam. The money was refufed, 
and at Mr. BufTy 's requefl. Law defifted from his demand. 

Colonel Heron h?d very little advanced the company's affairs by 
his condudt at Madura and Tinevelly, The monies lie coUedled did 
jiot amount to the charges of the expedition, and the terror of his arms 
was fo little refpedled in the countrv, that Myana, the late governor 
of Madura, having cut off a party that was fent to furprize him, had 
the boldnefs to come to the very gates of Tinevelly while the army 
was there, and plunder the villages round* The colonel having re- 

• Marava is a large ^ontiy on the fea-coaft to the fouth of oar fettlements, an J to the eaft 
ef Madura. ^ 

ceived 
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*755- <^cived his orders, fet out the 22d of May, and in his way, at the 
-' delire of Mauphus Cawn, inverted a fc«, which for want of heavy 
cannon, he was obliged to leave and continue his march to Madura, 
where he arrived the 21ft of May. He left it the 28th, and catling 
at ColguJdy Pagoda, feized a large number of religious images, and 
demanded five thouiand roupees for theirranfom, which being rcfufed, 
he put them into his tumbrils, and was carrying them off- The Col- 
Icrics were eafily inftigated by the Bramins to rcfcue their gods; and 
-taking the opportunity when the baggage was pafling fomc ftrong 
defiles in the Natam woods, ihcy ruflied from the thickets in great 
•numbers,' recoveied their idols, aeftroyed fevcral carriages, ftibbed 
a hundred bullocks, killed fome men, and carried off a quantity 
of baggage. The army Jnirftted their march, without any thing 
fartlier to be remarked, till they reached Trichinopoly the 6th of 
June. Colonel Heron was tried by a court martial for mifcondud 
in this expedition. It was proved that be had given in falfe ac- 
.counts, had ferreted part of the money received, and for this pur- 
pofe, inftead ot colleding the revenues in concert with Mr. MaufH 
fel, had entered into a private agreement with the Nabob's brother, 
Mauphus Cawn, and farmed out the countries to him at half their 
value, not paying a regard to the inftrudtions fent him by the Na^ 
:bob htinfelf. 

Trichinopoly being looked upon as the main fecurity for the 
Nabob's debt, colonel Heron wras ordered to leave there a garrifon of 
five hundred men, under the command of major Killpatrick. Nan- 
dcrspze, the Miif?brean general, vvho lay encamped near the town, 
was contrnu-ally praftiling every kind of ftratagem, and contriving the 
moft chimerical defigns to make himfelf mafter of it. He employed 
a Bramin in the town, who conftantly fent him intelligence, and gain- 
ed hrm lome friends in the place, and having prepared four hun- 
dred ladders, and concerted every thing for an efcalade in the night, 
he made a propofat to Mr. De SauflTay, commander of the French at 
Seringam, to jorn him in the attempt. Mr. Dc Sauffay, expreffing 
his fenfc of lb treacherous a proceeding in the time of a fuipcnfion 
of arms, Nanderauze ttrged him with repejtted foKcitation^, and 
even offered him three lack of roupees, provided he would feign a 
quarrel, march off, and thereby leave him at liberty to purfuc his 
defigns. Mr. De Sau/Tay having rejefted thefc offers with diilfcun, 
««afi ibon after informed by a friend he had in that general's coun- 
cils. 
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ci|s, that in cafe of his refufal, the next proje£l was to furprizc <he 17s 5^ 
French^ aad endeavour to cut them off. He wrote to major Kill- 
patrick to fend him a trufty perfon, to whom he communicated the 
whole> and moreover aflured him, that in cafe the Maifibrean made 
any motion towards the town» he would immediately attack his 
rear> and make a iignal on the fight of which the major might ially^ 
and put the enemy between two fires. 

While the French and Englifh chiefs were interchanging their 
ailurances of mutual ailiftance againH: this Indian politician, he fud* 
denly decamped and haileaed his march home, not altogether, as 
iome imagined, from ^difappointment, but rather from having re- 
ceived accounts of the march of Salabatzing towards his country. 
Soon after his return, he ftirred up a rebellion, which threw the 
kingdom of Maiilbre into confuilon. 

The enemy being removed, and no farther obdacle remaining to 
delay the neceiTary meafure of conducting the Nabob to his capi- 
tal, a proper cfcort was ordered : and captain Policr having prepared 
•very thing for that purpofe, they began their march the 9 th of July^ 
and proceeding in the flow manner which the burtheniome pomp 
of eaftern &ztc muft always occafion, arrived at Condor, and for«- 
ded the Cauvery on the i6th. They halted the next day, and Mo* 
Aagee, with a numerous train, paid the Nabob a vifit. At this 
ioterview, the flrongcft proteflations of an inviolable friendfhip 
were made on both fides* Monagee aflurcd the Nabob, moft parti- 
cularly, from the King of Tanjore, that he would never forfake him, 
and had five thouiand horie ready at bis order, if he needed them 
io the Arcot country. The Nabob having thanked Monagee for 
the promiied aids arid for his love and fiiendfhip, which he always 
relied on, at the fame time whifpered captain Policr in Englifli, 
'Tis alia Ik. The captain took up the difcourfe, affuring Monagee 
that the English, as^ they had hltliertoconftantly fupported the Na-r 
bob, would continue their protection to him, as dfo their friend- 
ihip inviolably with the King of Tanjore, fo long as he remained 
firm to the Nabob. Monagee declared the King of Maiirorc had 
offered his King lixty lack of roupces, provided he would f6rfake the 
Nabob, but he rcjefted the propofal. With a few more civilities, 
and fome uieful orders about provifions, Monagee concluded his 
uilit,. 

The 
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^755* *r^^ Nabob continuing his march, arrived within a mile of Ar- 
cot the 19th of Auguft, where he refolvcd to wait for a lucky day 
to make his entry into the city. Here he was met by colonel Law- 
rence, Mr. Palk, and Mr. Walfh, deputed to invite him to Madrafs. 
He readily confented, and at the fame time deiired thofe gentlemen 
to mention aloud at his Durbar, that now the army was arrived 
there, the Polygars and his other tributaries fhould be firft invited 
to fettle accounts, and pay off their arrears, ' but that if they did 
not comply without delay, they fhould be forced to it. As they 
were fenfible this muft have a good effeft, they took an opportu- 
nity of doing it at a full aflembly, on which, among the reft, . Ab- 
<liel Vahob Cawn, and the governor of VcUoure's Vakeel were 
prefcnt. 

On the 21ft the Nabob made his entry into Arcot in a very 
fplendid manner, and the 30th he vifited Madrafsj^ and was received 
at the Company's garden-houfe by the governor, the admirals Wat- 
fon and Pocock, and moft of the gentlemen of the place. During his 
ftay there, the proper meafures were concerted for coUedling his reve- 
nues, and towards the latter end of Odtober he fet out for that pur- 
pofe; accompanied by major Killpatrick with a detachment of direc 
hundred Europeans, and fifteen hundred fepoys, together with Mr. 
Perceval, who was appointed, commiffary general for the Company, 
He was aMb to be prefent at every tranfaftion, it being agreed with the 
Nabob, that half the money to be collefted from the feveral Polygars 
fhould be paid to himfelf, and the other half to the Company. 

To enter into an exadl detail of their proceedings with the feve- 
ral petty Polygars would be very tirefome and uninterefting to moft 
readers. Therefore, not to take up their time with a catalogue of 
uncouth names, which will never occur again in the fubfequent 
relation of thefe affairs, it fliall fuffice to fay, that from the 20th 
of Odober to the end of the year 1755, the army was either en- 
camped or in motion about the diftrid: of Arcot -, and that the Po- 
lygars and governors, in proportion, to the remotenefs or ftrength of 
their little forts, were more or lefs backward in fettling their ac- 
counts, and all dealt evafively. No hoftilities were however com- 
mitted againft any of them, although it was a confiderable time be- 
fore fome of them came to fuch terms as the Nabob would accept, 

and 
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4t)d &vei^ h«)4 out beyond the? esd'of the year $ But choic i^cuig tM <7^|^ 
Icaft «ble ^ Qontisuie .th«ii: <^pQfitioo* wece left 4o bi( Mduced by tib* 
jGbrces of the Nabob. ' ^ 

» 

, MooTi9 '^f.n% Cawv burijigbtta mentionod:M the narrativei • 
land IvA cl^»ni4t^ iitS^Ufd wMhifta few mges, a putictdftr deeul ^hi» 
coDdu^ f}i«U bfxe.tci gwcn j as it will ralfy ftrvo to convey a g&ibriA 
)uiea of the (:faiCtii^.Qf all Afiadc governors, as wdl Moors a< 
IndiaoSy whe(i called upon £ot the tnteais of their trilMite. 

. * This cartfty politkiiui haying thc/morfifkatidn to fisiA hkhfelf dut^ 
wittpd l^.Mr. Dupleixt «ddre&d himfelf to the Nabob, wlio Wa^ 
theiH it is to b$ obiervedt at a dHboce, ockno^fedging his right; 
juid ofcring to fettle the tribnte doe from him foF the diftridl of 
Velloure. He atteOed the iincerity of his tafteiitions ^th his hand 
on the Alcoran» calltiig God and the Pwphet to witnefi to his tradi; 
But whfvi die Nabob, upon his arriTal at Afcot, fent to claim 'ih6 
performance of "the& ibletmi engamnents, if too pkidfy appeared, 
chat th^ were meant vdy to jmofe and deceive hiiB : jjt was there^ 
i^re thpughf r^^SSaay to flrike a terror into him for an example, as; 
both in riches and power^ he was the moft confiderable of all ihe 
chiefs in the province^ Accordingly, on the 19th of January 1756, 
jhe, army was teinfbrccid with the grei|adiers; and andther company^ 
with two eighteeo^-jpounders, was detached a^r them. Major Kill-^ 
|>atrick advacused within fiire miles of VeUoure the 30th i and found 
it to be, as it had been seported, the ibongdft fert in ^ province. 

. TftB oext d^y the Governor of Mladra^ received abetter from Mr« 
De Leyrit> diijputing the Nabob^s right to Veltoure, «id thI^eatemng 
to oppole aH our proceedings; and intelligence cane, ait the iamt 
time^ that a party of three hundred French and Aret hundred Sepoys', 
were actually marching from Pondichery* Thefe advices were mf^ 
patched the fame night to Major Killpatrick, with directions to con* 
tinue B€0>ttaitiana withMootis Allee Cawn; and, in cale the French 
(houMa^ually approach, to iend a meiTage to the commanding officer 
to retirp, and if he ihould pay no regard to the mef&ge, but proceed 
10 fuccour Velloure, or commit any difturbanceTn the Nabob^s 
difbldts, then to dppofe him by force. Major Killpatrick had ad- 
vanced within cannon (hot of the fort when theie difpatches reached 
himj; and, during ieveral days that he remained in his encampment 

N treating 
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*7SS^ treating wilh Ihc Governor, different advices came of pardcs moving 
from Pondichery and Villanour to Gingec, and from thence, by the 
Chetteput road, towards Villoure. It was, therefore, to be apprc-^ 
hended, that the Governor might be prevailed on by the French to 
jwlmit theic troops, for the defence of his fort ; and the(e, if once 
admitted, it was forefeen, would not be withdrawn again from fb 
vajiiiable a poffeflion. The Governor had fent his Vakeel to Madra&, 
where he. was at thi^ very, time, to deiire that fomc EngH(h gendeman 
might be fent to Vdlourc, with power to fettle affairs amicably. ^ 

. The redudion of the fort was- now, by the intcrpofidon of the 
French, rendered imprafticablc, and the ftay of the army, with any 
other obje(9: but that of an accommodation, a ufelefs expence : it was 
therefore refolved to accede to the propofal of the Vakeel, and a pro- 
per perfon was accordingly deputed. While this meafiire was pru- 
dendy concerting at MadnUs, Moods Allee Cawn, finding that our 
army remained clofe to Hs walls, notmthftanding all the motions of 
the French, agreed with Major Killpatrick to pay cme hundred 
thoufand pagodas, and twenty-five thoufand roupees, for the removal 
of our troops, dcfired to enter into friendfhip with us; and, by 
way of eamefl, fent out twenty thoufand roupees. 

No fboner was this money paid, than Moods Allee Cawri* (in- 
formed by his Vakeel that a dcputadon was ordered on that very day) 
withdrew from his engagements; and, perfuaded that he might do'm* 
pound for lefs than he agreed the day before to pay to Major Kill* 
patrick, refufed the next day to comply with the terms. Whatever 
Major Killpatrick could urge, he would only anfwer, that, as a ide- 
putadon was fent from Madrafs, he fhould not do bufincfs in- any 
other way; and not only perfifled obflinately in his refufal, but flady 
denied his agreement made on the 9th of February. The colleSed 
army of the French lay, during all this time, encamped between 
Gingee and Chetteput, at the diftance of about thirty-five miles from 
. Velloure; it confifled, according to the heft iiuelligence, of about feven 
hundred French and fifteen hundred Sepoys. It was therefore thought 
advifeable to wait for an opportunity when the Governor might be in a 
more complying humour: and the event juftified this prudent deterT- 
minadon. Major Killpatrick having remained near Velloure with the 
army dll the 24di, and receiving no offers that he could accept, 

without 
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mnfthout eilabliihing a precedent of the moft pernicious confequence^ 1755* 
moved that day for Arcot, where he quartered the troops. 

MooTis Alices Cawn, after repeated evafions and delays/ at 
laft put an epd to this tirefome negotiation by a compromife with the 
Nabob, ^nd payment in party without military compulfion; but not 
before the. beginning of Augufl 1756. The fame ihuffling conduA' 
was prad^ied, in a degree, by all the lefTer governors, who en- 
trendied theinielves for a while in the ieveral f^rtreiTes with which 
this country abounds ; but, in their turn, they followed the exaniplc 
of Mootis AUee Cawn, in his compliance; as they had attimpt^ to 
imitate him, ' according to their abilities, in his chicaneiy 4nd 
reMance. 

, The Fleet having no other objedt duriQg the trace, it wa^ 
agreed to employ it in the redudion of a piratical ftate onr the Malabaf 
CO«ft, which had for a long timeiiqfefted the trade of Bombay. Ad- 
miral Watfon undertook tbifiIeoq)editiQti with 'the &me zeal which he 
ihewed on dvery occafion^fbr. the fervice of his country, and the 
benefit, of the Company in the Indian feas. 

, The Admiral had failed to Trincomalay the 6th of April, chiefly 
to avoid, the rifque of bad weather during that month. On the 1 3m' 
of May. he returned to Fort St. David, wherie he remained thfee 
mon^s, it being the windward port both to Madrafs andPondidierry. 
He came to Madrafs on the 19th of Auguft; and failing with tne 
whole fqyadron for Bombay the 10th of October, arrived there die 
loth pf November. 

: Hi s fpffCQ confided of the Kent, of fixty-^fbur guns^ Capt. Speke ; 
the Cumberland, of fixty-iix guns, C^tpt^ Harriton; the Tyger, of 
fixty guns, Capt. Latham; the Salifbury, of fifty guns, Capt. 
Knowlerj the Bridgewater, of twenty guns, Capt. MartiQ; and the 
King's-filher floop, of fourteen guns, • Capt. .Smith. Rear Admiral 
Wain's flag was hoifled' on . board the Kent, and Rear' Admiral 
I Pocock's in the Cumberland^ . 

1 For the better underflanding the purpofe of this expedition, it will 

' be nectary to explain the nature; of the enemy they were going againfl; 

and by what means a fmall nefl of pirates, as they originally were, grew 
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' piratical ftatca of BubaLty. . ' ," 

* :Afi^ii't k hundfdd years, fince/i Qjnojiee; Aogm, iroA i Mwate 
Mtr^^ttjsu/ hoA bwaxsrtplaycd.^ ft Omeral aiid Allmim!, * cukW the' 
Sda^.Rjaja^ ill. ilia 1^^ whb.tfae Seeteei or Mogul'* AdmiMt, 
]^)fg aK^rwsurds imde <jk:)veriiQr lof Sev^fcrmiroc^, umm^^e fitib 
£aiv9Wjd9k opportuiii^^ he ifeized man)^ of tkt "ftfiels he oad J bm ieriy 
q<M(fHXilimied; with tnefe he bcgtin to commit ^&» of piric^^ con-^' 
itAng him&£f> hoivrevrr, tQ this iHivd, iSH he had^r by r«pdalb«^ 
fiifC^M^ iM fea^ irendenDd .hLmfelf taoiti foiinidable. The Mftrattafi^ 
^fios 2i|kmod» buthaxLnQ meaasof gettmg srhimiiihift: ijlai^; hd 
having now taken the greateft part of their fleet. They -fbercl^orS 
built three forts upon the main, within lefs than point-blank {hot of 
l^is^jittje/terntory; iwhich was: a^fmall; rock^^ well-^M^ed iflaiid, 
ef tabcMt otier mihrin drGamfeicnoe* Bv :in«im uf^cfiftfe f<Ms:^hl^ 
ho^d to vidxtcc him to dsbdioicejHbut he hii^rii^ tlM iea ofMA, ahd» 
betagiriutchfQpcriQr tohisicoimtfymiri^in ftiM aad^braircry, aitak^^A 
«Qd iiM>k iisycrsd nf tiieir ^ portt/andu l^iig^h canidd hisra>i^ijK^ 
from Tamana to Rajapore.em the iestu^difte^ on f9t«em^f c&omrj 6^ 
near fixty leagues in length, in which are feveral commodious har- 
VM^o neYsdidpoHd(&dhhnidfx>fa 

^ ic«i^fphtes fbh twenty imks: ttack, aiKi ih others ijiif ty ; ^^ring 
it tOihitofelf'b^.biiildmg Httlevibrts; upda ftfch tmiiKtade^ a^^^cdni^ 
XMfidcd the narrovr pafles «nd defil^^.^ His fucce&>r^ i[heAijg;df^tAftn^ 
th^fclires cootinually, by engaging every (!lefperate fdkAv ffatt;^ %:o&S 
ffAlie^J^Of^iikcEimfpemfa^^ fo 'powefrful, thair 

the Marattas thought proper to agree to a peace ^kli tkMttir 6n Coft-* 
dition that they fhould acknowledge the foverejgnty of the Raja, and 
p^' hiinan innnal tribute] > • Bein^ mafttrsbf thb co^; thty< tnade 
)naoy coijaiderahleca^nss^an tlia fears, Froih the £ngli& £d[ft'}ndik 
compiany (tTeftdes. veffels' of lefs ' rstiu) tthey took the Darby, richly 
Ui^m from. EutDpc^ ^ith o^e ^htrndted^ and fifty men ; » ahd idfo the 
Reftoi^on armed iUfJ, .6f twenty' guns tin f w<> hundrJcd met), fitted 
t)Wt piitpofc}^ io crifi2:e lagaiihfl tlK5m% ^ They toolt' aUbi fi^ the 
French, the Jupiter, of forty guns, wSlh four -hundi^cdAaves ort 
board;, and had the prefumption to attack Commodore Lifle, in the 
IV^igilantof fixty-'fciur gani, theRuby of fifty guns; and feveraS odier 
ihips in company^ when the GdA>modote xvlats leaving the Malaba* 

• cpaft. . ' --•.'■ ■• . ' . -^ '■ • •*'•'.' • 
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• The I>utch too fuffcrcd in ihek turn; ahcfi about twenty ycara ^iysS:. 
«go, m fdfentmeht, fent fevcn armed (hips from Batavia, and two 
bSrab-veflcls, with a number of land forces, and attacked Gcriah, 
'^ Ihit ' without fuccefs. Angria growing mor^ and more powerful^ 
ctould bjrook no kindof lubjedion, arid at-length threw .ott his allfe- 
giance to the Maratfas. Upon this he received ibme rpmonftraaceg 
and threats from the Naniiai but was fo far from regarding them, that 
he otxkreii the ear% and jncfes of the ambaflador^ who brou^t theoi. to 
lie cut off, in contempt of their Prince and his authority* Exai^ated 
^ this inftilt, the Matattas meditated l^is ruin^ and repeatedly applicil 
to the Govtrnor and G6uncil at Bombky, for the amftance jtw their 
marine forcer to e^tifbate hliSi. ' ' 

TfflB paracifts of al^ ^t foccefloirs of Angria^ who being of hus family 
ftiil borcthfc feme xizrtit, gfcafly annoyed riot only the natives bpth by 
fbs^and land,,bv:t alfo all European and Moprs (hlps,*gping dowi> tha( 
coaft. As' they pat llie*Eaft India company to ar continual expaicc 
in keeping a marine force at Bombay^ to prote<^ their own and all 
!l^np;U(h country fl^ips,. the deftru<^ioa Q£^4b trp^blo^me ja neighbour 
had been die ebjed of the government of Bombay for near fifty 
years, and immenfe fum^ had been expended on expeditions which 
nidierto hadaH prpvedftuitkft. CommQdore Matthews, in^722,witli 
his fc[Uadrort.'^d ;a fmall Portugupfe army, joined the Bombay: land 
and fea forcesr \ti an Expedition againft .a fort c^Jled Cplabtey, ..but this 
^s defeated by die.treacherjs or rather coWardicc of the Portqgucfe, 
who patchtd up a ]>eice with Angria^ ar>d the ^hipsand troops returfle4 ' 
toBbmbaji, except ^he Shoreham pian of war,. who had |ie.r bottom 
beat out t)tt the rofcks; tn the '. year ti 7^1, Commodore Lille being 
at fiombay, - the Governor propofed to him ^the. redudUon of 
Gmah; which he promifed to^attepiipt, as the Nanha had engaged 
to attack the place by land, but a rupture between die Moor^ 
at Aurengaba^ and the Nanna, happened .at that time, which 
put aftop. to'the enterprize. The Governor. b^ing tlioreughly per- 
suaded that the moftfefteau^ way of'deftroylng Angria, wx)uld . be 
by theafliftande of the Maratlas, kept up a ft/id: friendihip with the 
Nannai who iffured him that he fhould be joined by a powerful 
army as focJn as ever a fcheme cpuld be agreed on for the redudion 
of Angria's*f6rts 9n the coolV. , Upon thele aljutances, a treaty v/ith 
the Marattas was' concludedj^ and articles were figned by the Naani^ 
oh hi6^ part,* and 'by the Gbvctnor of Bombay on that of the 
company* - While 
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^755* While this treaty was -in agitation^ an event, happened which 
fhewed the neceflity of carrying it into immediate execution. In 
February 17541 Angria's fleet attacked three Dutch (hips, one of 
fifty, one of tWrty-fiK, and one of eighteen guns; burnt the two 
former with three of his own veffels, and took the latter. Upon 
this fuccefs he grew infolent, and having built feveral veflels, and 
fct upon the flocks two (hips, one of which, was to carry forty guns, 
he boafted that he fhould fbon be fuperior to whatever could be 
brought againft him in the Indian leas. In the year 17551 at a 
time when the greateft part of the company's forces were ablent on 
fervice, Ifhe Marattas notified that they were then difpoled to Join in 
tiie neceffary bufmefs of humbling this common enemy, fo formid- 
able to the whole Malabar coaft. Commodore James, who was 
commander in chief of their, marine force in India, being then at 
Bombay, failed on the 22d of March, in the Protedlor of forty-four 
guns, with the Swallow of fixteen guns, and the Viper and Triumph 
bomb veflels, being all the force that could be collefted together at^ 
that time. . * 

The next day he faw off Rajapore feven fail of Angria's grabs and 
eleven gallivats, and chafed them to the foudiward; and the day after, 
the Maratta's fleet came out of Choule, arid joining the Commodore 
with feven grabs and fixty gallivats, proceeded to Commoro bay, 
where thev landed, and trifled away thirty hours 5 for it is ufual with 
them to land frequently, as they are prohibited by their religion to 
eat on board, and alfo enjoined wafhing, and other ceremonies, 
tvhich can only be performed on fhore. Landing again the next 
day, they received intelligence that Angria's fleet was in the harbour 
of Severndfoog. The Commodore at length brought up his dilatory 
aflbciates; and immediately upon his approach,^ which was on thte 
29th, Angria's fleet flipt their cables, and run out to fea, the galUvats 
towing their larger veflels. This gave them a great advantage over 
our (hips, as there was little wind. The chafe continued from break 
of day till the afternoon ; and it was obfervable, that our friends the 
Marattas, who being light, and built floaty for failing large, and in 
light gales, and who had, during all the preceding days, failed, better 
than any of our vcflek, were now all afl:em, while their countrymen 
fhewed a dexterity in their flight, which we could not but achnire^ 
They threw out every thing to lighten their veflels witK amazing in- 
duftiy and readinefs, and ^reading all the fails they could crowd ou 
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the yards, they faftened to the flag-ftaves their garments, quilts, '^75i? 
jtnd even thieir turbans extended tq catch every breath of* air. *By ^^ r^ ^ 
this ixianceuvre they gained their poinf^ and^drew the Comrnodore U} 
far from his ftation, that he was obliged to give over the pbafe^ and 
return to Severndroog. - * . . 

The fortreis, which bore that name^^ was. fituated on an iil^n^v 
within mufket-fhot of the main land, with no more than two &thom 
and a half in the frith. It is ftrongly, but not regularly fortified ; 
the greateft part of the works being cut out of the fblid rock, and 
the reft built virith ftones t6n or twelve feet fquare ; on the baitions 
•were fifty-four guns. The largeft of the forts on the main land is 
called fort Goa, built in the fame manner, with large fquare ftones^ 
and mounting forty guns. The other two niounting above twenty 
guns each, were conf&ud:ed in a lefs artificial manner, with' ftones of 
. an irregular (hape. . 

On the fecond of April, the Cotfimodore beg^n to cannonade dn^ 
bombard the ifland fort ; but finding the walk on the fide where he 
'firft made his attack, of extraordinary ftrength, for they were fifty 
feet high and eighteen thick, he mot'ed his ftation £o as to reacn 
fort Goa with his lower deck guns, while he plyed Severndroog with 
his upper tier. About noon, the north-eaft baftion of the latter, 'and 
•part of the parapet were laid in ruin^, when a fhell fet fire to the 
houfes, which the earrifon were prevented from extingujfliing by the 
inceflEmt fire from the round tops. The wind being northerly, com- 
municated the fire all over the fort ; one of their magazines blew up, 
'and a general conflagration enfued. A multitude of men, women, 
and children, running out on the farther fide of the ifland, embarked 
in boats, but. were ijioft of tbem taken bv the Swallow, who was 
•fUtioned to the fouthward to prevent any (uccours from being throwo 
into the ifland on that fide. The Commodore then turned all his fire 
on fort Goa; and after a feverc cannopade, the enemy hung put a 
flag of truce ; but the Governor, with fome chofen Sepoys, crofled 
over tojSeverndrogg, which was entirely evacuated upon the blowing 
up of their fecond and grand magazine. The Governor was now in 
poflefliofi of the ifland loft, and tlae Commodore of the other three i 
from wlience he kept afmartfire on Severndroog. The Governor , . 
trufting to tlie natural ftrength of the place, was fefolved to main- 
tain it till he fhould receive . fuccours ftom Dabol. "As'thls ap-» .^ 
V J . peared 
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jj^^\ peared from all liis anfwers to th^ fviminQns anclme0aj^ that were 
lent him, a mimber of feamen were landed, under cover of the fijce 
from the (hips and the (hore, who refolutely ran up to the gate^ 
and being deterrtiined to carry their point, with their axes cut 
open the gate of the^ fidly port, and procured ao catrancc with veiy 
little Ic^. 

On the Sth of April, the Commpdore anchored oIF Bucqte (now 
cisdled fort Vidoria) the moft northern port of any coniequeace of 
all AngHa's dominions, which furrendered the next day upon a 
fummons. This place the Eaft7lndia Cbmpany, having the free 
confent of tlie Marattas, have fince taken into their hands^ as it is a 
good harbour, and there is ' a great trade for ialt and other goods^ 
which are fent to that port from Bombav ; and what is ftilL more 
eiTentia), the country about it abounds with cattle, which are much 
wanted for the ufe of the garrifon and iquadron at Bombay. Of all 
proviiions, beef is the moll difficult to be procured from any part of 
the continent; for, excepting Rajapofe» which joins . to fiancote, 
and is poflefled by Mahometans (being.' the port of the Seedee) the 
coaft is all inhabited by Gentoos, who never kill any living creature^ 
and as they worfhip the cow, arc particularly forbia by their religion 
to fofFcr the death of any kind of cattle. As all other places were 
hy (reaty to be given up to tlie Marattas, the Commodore caufed the 
EngliHi flag, wnich had been hoifted on all the forts for a few days, 
to be ftruck on tfie nth, and delivered them to be gzfrifoncd by the 
Marattas. On tlie 14th he anchored at Dabul, with an intention to 
attack that place ; but next morning received orders to return to 
Bombay, as the feaibn was thought to be too far advanced for him to 
attempt any thing farther* 

The fquadron under the command of rear Admiral Watfon, ar- 
rived at Bombay in November following : While they were cleaning 
and repairing. Commodore James in the Protedlor, and the Revenge 
and Bombay frigates under his command, was fcnt to reconnoifnc 
Geriah, the capitd of Angria's dominions, and to found the depths 
of water at the entrance of the harbour; which iervice he per- 
formed, and returned to Bombay the laft of December. The Ad- 
miral then fent the Bridgewater and King^fiftier (loop, and Ibme of 
the company's armed Ihips, to cruize off that port, who were 
joined on the 27th of January, 1756, by Conunodore James in 

the 
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the Protetftor; and Oiiafliiin IHgate, and remained on this ftation 1755* 
till the 1 1 th of February, when the Admiral and the whole fquadron 
anived. 

i Up.on the appearance of the Englifh fleet, Angria, who had 
pattered. hifflfeit that he fhould never fee fo large a force upon the' 
Qoaft, waff terrified to fo great* a degree, that he abandoned his fbrt 
ia hopes; of purchafing his peace with the Marattas. They knew 
how to iiuke their advantage of his.prefent fituation and perturbation 
of mind, and immediately turned their thoughts to the riche? ,of 
Aeir^prifoncr; fbr.as fuch they then confidered him ; and that they 
might Xolely pbflcfe the plunder of the place, infifted on his fending 
qn order to ms brother, who was left in command, to put them in 
polfeflion of the fort. The Admiral having information of thefe 
claftdeiline proceedings, fent a fummons the next morning to the 
foft ; and receiving no anfwtt,* he weighed in the afternoon, and' 
ftood in to the harbour in two divifions, the Bridgewater leading 
that of his Majcfly's (hips in the^' following order : Bridgewater, 
Tyger, Kent, Cumberland and Saliibury, with the Proteftor of 
forty guns, belonging to the Eaft India Company* The King's- 
fiflier led thofe of the Company, confiding of the Revenge, Bohib^y, 
Grab, and Guardian frigates; the t>rake, Warren, Triumph, and^ 
Viper. bonib-ketches. As foon as the (hips were properly placed,, 
they began fuch a fixie as foon fiknced both the batteries and the^ 
grate. About four o'clock a vfhell Was thrown* into the Reftorauon,! 
an armed (hip- taken by Angria fome time ago from the Eaft India 
Company,- which fet her on fire j jyid very foon after his whole 
fleet fhared the fame fate. In the night -the Admiral fended all the 
troops^ under the command of Colonel Clive, fuipcdting the enemy 
woirid endeavour to let In the Marrattas; which fuppofition was 
verified by a deferter, who informed Mr. Watfon, that Angria had 
ien( orders to hist brother, who commanded the garriibn, on no 
account to fuiferthe Euglifh to come in. Tlie next morning the 
Admiral fent a mefl^ge to the Commandcjnt, declaring, that if he 
did not, in an hour's time, deliver up the place, and let the Englifli 
piarch in, the attack fhould be renewed, and he muft then e^petft 
no quarter. In aufwer to this, he dcfired a ceflation 'till the next 
morning J giving for a reafon, that it was not in bis power to deliver 
up the place without Angria's permiflion, which he was only 
waiting for. 

O ^ These 
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1^55.. Th5S«- were; 5|pp«»a»ly tfiflipg f#dtQ»6ta to gam timo^ and 1x». 
wait for an opportunity of giviiig^ the Marattas po^iTyovL a£ the place ; 
therefore the Admiral renewed the attack about four in the aftetnooiv 
and in lefs than half an hour the garrifon flung out a flag of truce. 
It was^ th^n expei^ed that dxeir colQur)s ihoubi be hauled dowiif . and 
Qur troops admitted: but as th^y. did not x:onQ{ily with dus detoand^ 
the Admifal repeated the attack with £>^ti^fible a fire^ that die garrifon 
cried out for niercy> which our troops were then near enough tcy 
hear diflindtly; and ibon after they tpok poi&fllon of the fbxt. 

. The lofs oa both fides was vory incoflfiderable : our people found 
their iafety in their own bravery aind Ipirit, and by driving the enemy 
from their works with the briiknefs of their fire. The garrifon, 
having once abandoned the batteries, were fafe in the extraordinary- 
height and thicknefs of their walls j for all their ramparts which 
were not hewn out of the folid rock,, were built of mafly ftohd, at 
leaft ten feet in lengthy laid endways; fo that the greateft Aveight of 
metal made na impreflion, and would never have eflTedied a breach/ 
It is evident, therefore, that the garrifon was fubdued by the very* 
terror of ib unufual a fire* ' 

There were found in. the place; upwards of two hundred guAs/' 
fix brais' mortars, and a very large quantity of. ammunition of all 
kinds, and, in money and eifed:s> above one hundred and twenty 
thoufand pounds. The grabs, which were biu-nt, confifted of eight 
ketches, and one fhip, befides two others which werebuilding (one 
of which was to carry forty gu3s) and u coniiderable number of 
finall veflcls called gal^vats. 

Colonel Cuve, with his troops^ on fliorc, blockaded the fort ; 
and, at the fame time, by his pofition, prevented the Marattas from' 
getting poifefEon of the place in a clandeftine manner; this wai 
proved to be their defign, by an ofier Ihey made to the Captainsf 
Buchanan and Forbes, of fifty thouiand roupees, if they would fufieF 
them to pafs their guard; but they, rejedting the ofier with indigna-^ 
tion, difclofed it to Colonel Clive: after which, the Marattas found 
it as impoflTiblc to elude the yigilaace of tlie commander, as to 
corrupt the integrity of his officers. ' 

' . • • • .*■ -■ '* •'" 
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Soon after the ful^cnfion of arms was agreed on arKl publi&edt lysS^ 
"Mr, JSawndcrs made a complaint to Mr. Godeheu, defiring rcdrefi, 
on advice thatNandcrauze, the Maiflbre General, hadtakcnTinnerelly, 
wa3 attacking Madura^ and hadilopped a quantity of our c4oth. Mr. 
<5odeheu immediately wrote to Nanclerauze, requiring him Forthwith 
to ceaie from all hoftilities, and warning him, withal, that» unle& 
he readily confented to reftore every thing that he had taken^ he muii 
^xpeCt to be compelled to it by every power that liad any fenfe of ' 
juftice; and that none of his allies could think it confident with 
their honour to fupport him in diflurbing the prefent tranquility. 

At the fame time the King of Tanjore, infifting on the reftitu- 
tian of fome countries which tne Polygai* of Marava had taken from 
him at the beginning of the war, was on the point of proceeding to 
iioililities; but, by our intervention, the Polygar delivered up the 
countries, and fatisfied the King. 

Hfe then detnanded of Tohdetoan two finatl drftrifts, which he 
thought were tlnjtlftly diflevered from his kingdom; for his minifler 
Monagee, in cor^fideration of his having been aflifled in a favourite 
tmtefpri:^ by this t^:)lygar, had formally made them over to liim 
tf! &e name of the King his maftef, wimout his conient or know- 
ledge. Catptain Cailtaud was fent to learn the truth of this matter; 
and alfo, if pofTible, to reconcile the diflTerence. He had &A 
an interview wi A Monagee, virho confefled to him, that he had 
priv&tdy made ufe of the feal and authority of the King, and had, 
ibr a Io9ig time,, contrived to conceal this affair from him s but, upon 
lieing dilated fortie years fince, he had taken refuge with Ton* 
tieman, and then it was difcovered : that, fince he had been rcftorcd 
to favour, his maftter had been perpetually urging him to endeavour to 
tegain thefe countiieS; and therefore, while tne King V jealoufy of 
Tondeman fiibfifted, tho' he knew the diftxefe of the country in 
piaintaining the. troops he now kept on foot, it was unfafe for him 
to difmifs them, 'He then entreated, with tears in his eyes, rfiat tlw 
fengiifti would notforfake him, declaring, that his ruin was inevitable* 
unlefs they would find fome way, for the prefent at leaft, to quiet 
Ihe King's impatience. 

This mediation, dcxtroufly managed by Captain CaillauJ, who 
ibon after had an interview with the King, ferved to prevent hofti- 
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lm<;s for a.time; but all endeavours for an accommodatioa weuld 
havtjf proved. incffeftual, had not the want of "money to equip the 
army for the field had the defired effcdt of maintaining peace. "^ 

.TijE Danes, fonic time ago, aiked from' the King of Tanjore 
an. enlargement of their bounds, as part of their fort v/as warned 
down with the fca, 'Being refufed their requeft, they marched with 
.two hundred Europeans, five pieces of cannon, and ibme Peons, and 
attacked two pagodas belonging to the King of Tanjore, aboqt three 
miles from Tranquebar. They took one, and attempted' the other 
without fucceft; for a- detachment of horfe and Sepoys having arrived 
the.r? from, Tanjore, had attached the Danes; killed them about forty 
'men, and wounded an hundred more; the reft cfcapcd to the other 
pagoda, which they were fortifying. Thele differences were alfo 
referred to, and accommodated by, the Governor and Council of 
Madrafs*. - - . - • • *.*'■' ^ 

. Th5 tranquility on one fide of tlie country,- was no fecurity to our 
cxtenfive concerns and interefts in other parts. A* letter from Mr. 
De Leyrit, fbtcefix)r to Mr. Gpdehcu, eave great conpcrn to all who 
had at heart the true commercial interefts of the fcttlcments, and the 
duration of thd late treaty : but if the letters of Mr. De Xieyrit were 
alarmmg,' how much more was* to be apprehended from 'the condu(i 
bf M. £>e Bnffy, who was every day enlarging the valuabre.and ex- 
tenfive pofleffions which the French held in the north, ''it was* now 
apparent, that die ufe they had been endeavouring to make of their 
influence, over the Viceroy, ever fince the truce, was to acquire.' to 
thcnafelves the dominion of all the provinces of the Deckan. Tficy 
tegan to manifeft thefe intentions, by making fu^h^xorbitant demands 
of poffeflions froril Salabiftzing as might well 'alarm him. One^ 
among others, was, that they mould be put in pofleflion of the fort 
of Golconda. . 

, In order to (hew by what means this important fortrefs was iaved 
frpifi falling into the hands of the French, who ieldom give up a 
point of this nature which they have once attempted, ' it wul be ne- 
ccflary tO'give a fhort account of one of thbfe rebellions which are fo 
frequent in this country, that they are fcldom taken notice of but for 
their qonfcquences. 
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It was about |his. time that Morarow, the' Maratb frcebootcri i75<}.' 
attempted to make himf^lf independent, and to ftfengthen himfelf ia 
the fort of Savanorc, by the concurrence of the Nabob of that 
diftriA; Ballazcrow, the' chief of the Marattas, prepared to reduce 
him, as a rebel to that ftate, and applied to the Governor of Madrifs 
for ibme Englilh gupners* Before he could receive an anfwcr to his 
letter, Salabatzing^ Confidenjig alfb the Nabob of Savanore 2^ a rebel, 
made it a common caufe; and, joining Ballazerow, they fooa obliged 
Morarow to cpm& out of the fort and make his ftibmiffions ; not 
Forgetting, at the fame time,' to call the Nabob of Savanore to 
account, for the protection he had given him in his fort. 

. The French accompanied the Viceroy in this expedition, and 
tlieir alTuming behaviour did not.efcapc the difceming eyes of Balla- 
zerow; who looking upon the French as a difgrace to the Viceroy, 
and a great obftrudion to all his own views, remonftrated to Sala- 
batzing the danger and ihadie which the influence of a handful of 
Europeans, thus arrogantly giving law to a great Prince, muft bring 
on his charadtcr and govemipisjit. 

The good council of Ballazerowi as it came very opportunely 
for the prcfcrvation of the fort of Golconda, was not thrown away. 
Salabatzing reprefcpted the unrcafonablenefs of/fuch a demand: he 
told M. De Bufly, that the countries which had been already given 
him were more than fufRcient for the pay and expences of his troops, 
and defired to entertain them iio.longcr upon fucn extravagant terms. 
M. De Bufly replied in a haughty ftile to this cxpofhilation, and 
only grew, more prefling in his demands, till oalabatzing was 
obliged to order him inomediately to return to Pohdichery. M. De 
Bufly was now under a neceflity of witlidrawing his force^j and he 
began his march^ as he pi'etendcd, for MaflTulipatam, by the way 
of Hydrabad, the capital of Golconda, . . - 

Upon the departure of M, De Buffy, Salabatzing wrote to the 
Governor of Madrafs, requefting iome troops, to prevent the French 
from infulting him in his government. In the mean -time, the 
French having committed fome diforders in the countries they were 
pafllng thro'", the Viceroy detached a party of Maratta horfe to keep 
near them on the road, and prevent further difturbanccs. M.Dc Bufly, 
however, arrived fafe at Hydfabadj and took pofl with his troop's in 
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1^564 a large houfc in the town» where he had tnouiYted feme ffstis, and 
' prepared to defend himfdbf agaiidl aa attack. 

M. De Bussv hadiccured a good itockof provifions of all fefts, 
by plundering the bazars: his force confifted of foor hundred 
£aropean6| and three or. four hundred Sepoys^ and the French had 
embarked from Pondichery four or five li^tndred mei^, to he landed 
at Maflulipataniy and to march irom thence to fuccour M. Be Bfuffy. 
Tfa^ marda from MaJflTolapatam to Hydrabad may he redconed about 
fifteen days. 

As the French had made Co large a draft from Pondichery, there 
f/M the Icfs danger to our fettiements of any enterprise from thence j 
therefore it was agreed, that about foor hundirdd Europeans, tnchidmg 
the train of artillery, and four hundred SepctfSf might he fent with 
iafety to the affiftance of Salabatzing: for ahho' M. De Bufiy, if he 
(hould be joined by ^1 the detachments fent from Poddichcry, would 
have near one thoufand men, yet, as he had no black troops, he 
would be liable to be continually hanraffed and ftaived, while xmt 
party, joined by fifty thoufand horfe, had no fuch difficulties to ap- 
prehend. Salabatzing had himfeif pointed out the road Iby Vhich 
pur detachment fhould march, and fent orders td all the Pdygars and 
otlier officers rd&ding in the adjacent countries, to furnilh Efficient 
provifions. - 

Every thing being thus fettled, die neceflary preparations were 
making for the march of the troops, when the news came of the 
furrender of Coffembuzar and the danger of Calcutta. Immediatelj^ 
upon this, advice. Major Killpatrick was fent with two hundred and 
fifty, men for Bengal. Frc£h applications came ftom Salabatzing, 
an<i it .was.rcfolvcd, notwithilianding the detachment to Bengal, to 
continue the expedition to Golconda, when the account came of the 
lofs. of Calcutta and all the fubordinate fa<ftories. The neceffity, of 
Te-eftabliflung the fettlenoents in Bengal fuperceded evtry other con- 
fideration : therefore it was refolved, in this moft critical janftiirei 
to fend fix hundred Europeans, and a thoufand Sepoys, under the 
command of Colonel Clivc, for that important fervice, which was 
fo happily cffefted. 

As th? Eagliih were thus pre\Qeated from foppor ting the Viceroy 
jfi his meafures, he was obliged to alter his refolutions, and finding 

that, 
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that M; De Bufly wa$: jpiiacd by fiw bundred Europctnsr aiidcf Mr- 1 7S7* 
Law» he ibou heukeoed to tefo^ba of tccocnp^odation ; and the 
French were ag^ia admitted k^q the fervice of Salabatzing* 

In confequence of this^ about the begiivu^ of the next yieac; 
the factories of Ingeram^ Bandermalanka^ and Yizagapatam^ were 
taken hy the enemy. As dxe^ events wera notj^Afojidben, twtt^e* 
diately upon the re-connai3isxK:enaent of hoftUities, the srealieft pati 
of the Company's efFe<3:s were fhipped off, parfeicvUrly i^om the twa 
former places. The latter was by no means provided to refift {o large 
a force as M.D« Bufly brought ag?iinft k : Foi: he pafibd thcChi- 
cacole the ioik\ of Juse wi^ fix huodred EnrcMpeans and fix thcm4 
fand Sepoys, and thirty pieces of canncHi. He had alio obl^d the 
Raja to furnifli him with four thoufand pikemen. The garrifon 
eonixfted of one hundred and forty £uropeaiQ^> and fow hundred dnd 
twenty Sepoys and Topafles* ^ 

. On the 24th> abou^ three in the afternoon, a large party of horfe 
being the van of the array, approached the town, in oider to take ^ 
view of Ibmc of the out- works 5 but being fired at from the Blacks 
Rock battery, retired to a great diftance. Next morning the whole 
army was, come up within two miles, and a co^isderablb. party en- 
camped very near me town. In the afternoon M. De Bwfly fcnt the 
foUowing fummons to the Chief of the fa(3:ory . 

SIR, French Camp, June 25, 1757. 

" It is, I believe, needtefs tq tell you what brings me before 
•* your place ; but I think it neceflary to acquaint you of it, by 
'* fummoning you to furrender it up, and not expofe yourfclf and 
** your garrifon by a miftaken bravery, to all the fury which follows 
<< an anault or efcalade ; an evil- which I £hould not be able to 
^' put a flop to, having, in my adcmy barbarous and uadifciplined 
^* nations, 

" You will avoid this in furrendering, and may depend upon all 
*^ the good treatment and generofity, on which my nation piques 
*^ itfelf in fuch a cafe, and particularly. Sir, 

« Your moft' humble and mofl obedient fervan t, 

!« DTE JB U S S Y^"t 

A 
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A Capitulation was accepted, in which it was agreed to de- 
liver up the place, the fortiiicationSy the artillery, marine, and mi- 
litary ftores, arms, fliip ftorcs, &c, to the Company of France ; as 
alfo.all that (hoidd be found in the different magazines belonging to 
to the Englifti Company* 

• The Chiefs the Council, and all thofe en^loyed in the Engliih 
Cotppany*s fervice, the officers and all others^ both civil and military, . 
to be prifoners of war on their parole. 

- Al x the foldiers, failbrs, and other Europeans, to be prifoners, as 
long as the war Ihould continue between the King of Frsmce and the 
King of England, or till they fhould be ^ exchanged* 

i The Capture of this place gave the French the entire poflcflion of 
the coaft from Ganjam to MaiTulapatam.* . 

While the affairs in the north took this unfavourable turn, the 
Company received very little beriefit from the foudiern provinces, 
which were thought to have been peaceably eftablifhed* 

In Mari:h, 1756, advice was received from the Nabob, that the 
Polygars, who were united againft his brother Mauphus Cawn, had 
obtained feveral advantages over his troops, and had blocked up a 
large party in a ftrong fort, between Madura and Tinnevelly, He 
requelied that an European force might be fent to fypport his bro- 
ther. It being thought imprudent at that time to part with any 
number of Europeans from Fort St. George, or to give the French 
a pretence for marching to the affiftance of thofe fa<5lious Polygars, 
Mahomed Ifouf Cawn, theNelloure Subadar (who had a commiflion 
as commander over all ithe Company*s Sepoys) was fent with a thou- 
iand Sepoys and the CofFree Contpany from Trichinopoly. 

The day before he began his march, advice was received that 
Mauphus Cawn had obtained a compleat vidlory over the rebels, 
killed the Genetal, and two thoufand CoUeries, and taken three 
hundred horfe, with all the baggage, guns, and fome elephants: the 
battle was fought within feven miles of Tinnevelly. This victory was 
fo far from producing the qmet which might naturally be expefted 
from it, that it ferved Only to enable Mauphus Cawn to put in execu- 
tion 
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tion the defign he had all along entertained; of making himfelf inde-- lys'^* 
pendent of his brother and his allies. He accordingly began to ftir ^— ■ 
in the Tinnevelly province; having already, under fjdfe and frivolous 
pretences, oblieed our Sepoys :to leave the fortreis of Madura. He 
could then no lopger conceal his intentions, and therefore, without 
pretending to diiguife them, heput himfelf at the head of his^ttoops, 
refolving to oblige Ifouf Cawn entirely to quit the country, as he had 
already driven him out of Madura. 
» 

In the beginning of the year ly^?^ Captain. Caillaud, who then 
commanded in Trichihopoly, was ordered tb mirch from tlience to 
the afliftance of Ifouf Cawn, with one hundred and twenty 
Europeans, five hundred Sepoys, and two pieces of cannon. As 
Madura was now in the pofleffion of the enemy, he was obliged to 
take a large circuit to get into the Tinnevelly province by another 
road. Mauphus. Cawn did all in his power tooppofe his march, but 
to no purpofe; for, on the 17th of March, Captain Caillaud reached 
Tinnevelly, and joined Ifouf Cawn. His army then confifted of a 
few more Europeans and Seppys, three additional pieces of artillery^ 
and about five or fix hundred cavaUy. With this force he marched 
in qucft of Mauphus Cawn, whofe troops confifVing of cavalry, 
eafily made their efcape amons; the woods. Captain Caillaud, know^ 
ing it was in vain to purfue them in that country, employed himfelf 
more ufefuUy, in fettling accounts with the renter, and remitting 
fome money to the Company after he had provided for the payment 
of the army. 

Having finished this, neceflary preliminary, he marched" the 
beginning of May for Madura, the conqueft of which was of the 
grcateft confcquence to the affairs of the • two provinces, and arrived 
before it the twelfth of May. It is a large town, fortified in the 
old way, with two walls, and round towers at proper diftances for ' 
fianking (as may be feen in the plan) and a ditch. 

Mauphus Cawn had a garrifon there, and on hearing of the march 
of our troops, he threw in another reinforcement; To that, in all, 
they had eight or nine hundred cavalry, and about three thoufand 
black infantry, moft of them with fire-arms, fourteen pieces of 
.cannon> with powder, and ammunition in plenty. Captain Caillaud 
.had no artillery with him; he therefore fent to Trichinopoly for fome 
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17574 battering cannon j and, in the mean time, was making all thciieceP- 
£iay preparations for the attack^ when he received a letter from the 
Preiidency of Madrais, acquainting him that the French were in 
motioQj their intentions not known, but fuipedted to be againfi: 
Trichinopoly; that, if this was confinned to him, he was, befocc 
^11 things, to confult the fafety of that place. 

He did not, however, think it neceflary, upon a mere report, to 
abandon his enterprizc, but refolved to wait; and, in the mean time, 
^ade his difpofitioits for the word that could happen; but as the call 
for his forces might be fudden, he took a reiblutioA to make himielf 
mafler of Madura by furprize : he was the rather fencouraged to it, 
by obferving a place which feemcd to him, on reconnoitring, very fit 
for an efcalade. The ditch was dry, the firfl: wall very low, and, by 
intelligence from within, he knew it was thinly guarded ; he there- 
fore piade aU neceiTary preparatioas for the atiicmpt. 

Every thing went on at firfl: with extraordinaiy fucccfs; the 
advanced party, with their ladders, had got over the firft waU unper- 
ccived and unheard, and were pulling over the longer ladders, to 
mount the inner walL The unavoidable noife of their arms and im- 
plements, the grating of the ladders againfl: the walls, together with 
the breaking of one of them, alarmed the ccntry, : who immediately 
challenged. and fired. The guard which was nearefl: hoifl:ed fome 
.blue lights (a compofition they make in that country, of fidphur 
and antimony, which throws an exceeding clear light aU around) by 
which they faw the aflailants clofe under the wall, preparing for the 
efcalade, and many more on the glacis, ready io. fiipport them ; the 
main body was in a hollow way, out of their fight, but within two 
hundred yards of the wall. The alarm was given in an inftant, and 
they began to ifire very fmartly from the walls; none of the troops lay 
far from their pofl:s, fo that the fire encreafed every niinute, therefore 
the retreat was ordered, and performed with a very inconfiderable 
lofs; which was the more extraordinary, as the men were fo much 
'txpofed. , 

Captain Caijllaud received a letter that very day froni the 
Prefidency, to inform him, that they did not imagine tne French 
had defigns on Trichinopoly, from tte late intelligence received of 
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their motions; and that they had feht from Fort St. George a fmall 1757.. 
reinforcement to that garrifbn : 'he therefore thought he might have 
lime to iinifh the fiege, when the heavy cannon (hould arrive, and 
had given dite<Sions to the officer who commanded in his abfehce at 
iTrichinopcfly, to fpare no money npr pains for good intelligence, 
that he might be in time apprized of the enemy's defi'gns and 
'motions: but, notwithftanding thefe precautions, the firft intelli- 
gence he received was, that the French were in fight of Trichinopoly : 
however, as his orders obliged him to hold his troops in readinels 
againft all events, his difpofitions were made accordingly, and he 
hegan his march immediately on receiving the news. He left behind 
him a good part of his army to blockade the place, taking withhini 
all the Europeans, and one thoufand of the beft Sepoys, with four 
days provifions in their knapfacks. 

Madura is an hundred miles from Trichin6poly, and the 
French, under the command of M. D'Auteuil, had then inverted the 
place. They had nine hundred men in battalion, three or four 
thoufand Sepoys, about one hundred European cavalry and huffars, 
and a much greater number of the country horfe. It was no finall 
difficulty to get into the town, as the enemy knew of his march, 
and made, as^ they thought, a difpofition that could not fail of pre- 
venting him. Captain Caillaud was aware, that, if any misfortune 
(hould befall his party, Trichinopoly muft inevitably be loft; but he 
liad an advantage in his knowledge of the country, and alfo of the 
proper methods of procuring intelligence. He had by this means a 
true account of tlie difpofitions of the French. 

They had formed themlelves in four chvifions which made a 
chain quite a-crofs the plain, in the front of which their cavalry was 
advanced, and divided into linall parties, to poffefs the roads and 
pofts all round. One part they had negledted, as thinking it im- 
prafticable for troops to march that way : it was a tradt of land ex* 
tending about nine miles to the weft of the town, wholly confifting 
of plantations of rice. A« the grain will not grow in this country, 
uniefs the foil be overflowed with water, the fields muft of confe- 
quence be one continued flough, thro' which it is impoffible to niarch 
without being above the knee in mud at each ftep. Captain Caillaud 
finding, as has been faid, every other avenue ftopped, refolved to 
take his rout by -this difficult, and therefore unfufpe^ed, way. About 
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1757. two in the afternoon Jie-fet out on the direft plain road, and t:dntinued 
to purfue the fame courfe for fbme miles : this he did to deceive the 
enemy, and prevent thie. danger of a difcovery, if it ibould have hap- 
pened tliat they had any fpies among our people. At the clofc of mc 
evening he flruck out of the road, and about ten o'clock got into the 
rice fields, and, for the next feven hours, the troops purfucd their 
fatiguing march, till the long wifh'd-for day appeared; they were 
then witliin cannon fhot of the fort, which they loon reached, witK 
no fmall joy and fatisfadtion. Captain Caillaud had previoufly de- 
tached two companies of Sepoys to the right, in order to give the 
enemy an alarm that way, and flill, keep up their attention on that 
fide. Thole two companies executed their orders perfectly well, fet 
;thG enemy in motion, and then retired to the woods, from wheiKe 
they eafily found their way into the town the following night. 

^,T«E French could. not at firft helieve-the -party was, got in^ hut 
were foon'cdnvinced of it, and that very night repaflcd the river, and 
\vent on the illand of Seringham. M. D'Auteuil was greatly blamed 
for his bad manoeuvre, and ordered to return to Pondichery : upon 
his arrival there the command of the army was taken from mm. 

The manner in which the French came fo unexpededly upon 
Trichinopoly is too artful to be puffed over unnoticed. 

The declaration of war in Europe had to this time produced very 
little alteration in the affairs of the Coafli for, after parting with fo 
confideirable a portion of our flrength for the Bengal expedition, 
which reduced us to an equality with Pondichery, we could not hope 
to obtain,- by a commencemwt of Jboftilitics, any advantage equiva- 
lent to the expence of taking the field; and therefore our endeavours 
had been to preferve the tranquility of the province, to the end that 
the colledtion of the revenues, in. which the Company had now fo 
"great a concern, might not be interrupted, and the French receiving 
no fupplies from Europe to render them greatly fuperior to us, had 
Tcmained alfb quiet ; reafoning, no doubt, upon the fame principles^ 
*At lafl, upon the anival pf two fhips, which landed at moft two 
liundred men, they grew impatient of rcpofe, and tho' not daring to 
avow their defigns, they found it no difficulf matter to form a pre- 
text for taking the field: for while t' •• -*wo companies, for fear of 
raving each other alarm, forbore to ' • the irregularities of the 
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petty Governors by force of arms, thofe turbulent chiefs, who knew 17 SJ* 
no other law than the fword, had made continual invafions on the 
countries adjacent to their little forts, and grievoufly opprefled the 
inhabitants with their depredations and exaftions. 

They had praftifed thcfe outrages, with impunity, for the reafons 
abovementioncd, and might ftill have continued the fame, but that 
the French, to, conceal their intended furprize of Trichinopoly, 
chofe to give out that M, D'Auteuil, who marched firft with only 
two hundred men, had no other purpofe than to demand fatisfaftion 
of Meer Saib, the Governor of EUavanafbre, for ravages he had 
committed on fome of their neighbouring villages. The more effec- 
tually to difguife their Feal defigns, they adlually advanced near che 
fort of Ellavanafore, and being repulfed by Meer Saib, might have 
paid dear for their attempt, had not that refolute Chief received a 
wound, of which he died a few days after. The confternation his 
death occafioned, being encreafed by a reinforcement which M. 
D'Auteuil received from Pondichery, determined Meer Saib's brother 
to abandon the fort, and the French took pofTeffion of it the 1 3 th of 
April. For the fame purpofe, alfo, they pretended diiputcs with 
WorriarpoUam, and other places lying on that road. 

M. Dauteuil, leaving afmall garriibn at Ellavanafore, moved 
with the body of the army, firft, to Verdachilum, where being 
joined by a reinforcement from Pondichery, Karical, and all their 
other garrifons, he marched the 4th of May and encamped near 
WorriarpoUam, and on the 7th made an attack upon one of the pafies 
of the woods, but was repulfed. He then accommodated matters witli 
the Polygars, who were mafters of thofe paflcs, on the promifc of a 
fum of money; and moved on with fuch expedition, that an 
advanced party encamped near Seringham the 12th; and on the 13th 
M. D'Auteuil crofled the river with the whole army, and took pofl 
at Worriour, a pagoda two miles and a half weft of Trichinopoly, 

The defigns of the French, which had been fuggefted by private 
intelligence, were- now. too apparent; therefore, on the nth of 
April, a reinforcement of fifty men was ordered from Fort St. David, 
to march with all fpeed to Trichinopoly. 

The 
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17 S7* The great confequcncc of that place, from thfe ftrmg^ of the 
fortification, the large trad: of country it commands, as it may be 
called the key to Madura and Tinncvelly, and, above all, the 
number of four hundred French prifoners which were there confined,, 
determined the Prefidency of Madrafs, upon the firft news of the 
march of the enemy from WorriarpoUam, to make all the efforts in 
their power for its fafety. They could take their meafures with the 
lefs rifque, fince the French had drained all their garriibns fo far, 
that Pondichery itfelf was left with very few Europeans fit for duty : 
therefore, having already fent a detachment from Fort St. David to 
Trichinopoly, in order to caufe a diverfioh they prepared three 
hundred Europeans to march from Madrafs, with five hundred Sepoys^ 
to be joined by a party under Colonel Forde. The Colonel had been 
fent, at thcrequeft 01 the Nabob, againfthis * brother, Nazeabulla 
Cawn, Governor of Nelloure; who naving refufed to be accountable 
for his arrears, had entered into a correfpondence with the French 
Chief at MafFulipatam, and procured from him an affiftance of feyenty 
or eighty miUtary, and ibme Sepoys. Abdul Vahab Cawn, who 
was left there with the Nabob's troops, not being able to collect 
money to pay them, was obliged to come away, io that Nazeabulla 
Cawn had the entire poiTeflion of the country. He had not admitted 
the French party into the fort, btit kept them with his army, which 
he then employed in fubduing the neighbouring Polygars. It was to 
be feared they would find an opportunity of taking pofTefiion of the 
fort, unlefs we took fome fteps to prevent tliem; for Nazeabulla 
Cawn, in return for the affiftance received from the French, had 
already made over to them fome fhare of his country, and particu- 
larly the ports of Ramahatam and Kiftnapatam; places with which 
the Madrafs merchants have a confiderable commerce. 

ColonelForde was ordered to Nellour e with a detachment of one 
hundred Europeans, fifty CofFrees, and three hundred Sepoys; with two 
field-pieces, one eighteen- pounder, and three royals. The Sepoys 
were fent over-land to Kiftnapatam, and Colonel Forde proceeded by 
fea, with the reft of the detachment, for the lame place, where he 
difembarked the troops, and was joined by the Sepoys,^ and Abdul 
Vahob Cawn; who, after the ufual delays of thofe people, iuppUed 
him» at laft, with bullocks and other necefifaries for his march. 

* He was a natural fbn of tbe Nabob's father,. 

The 
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The fort of Ncllour, which Is twelve miles from Kiftnapatam, is 1757. 
^about twice as large as Madrais. It has five rates, two large and 
three fmall ones, and is furrounded by a mua wall, which is very 
broad at the bottom, and about three feet thick on the top of the 
rampart. It is almoft furrounded by a dry ditch, except on the north 
fide, where is a river, which in the rainy feafbn only, has watcf 
in it* . . . 

Colonel Forde having battered the fort three days, at length! 
made a pradlicable breach on the 5th of May, and began the affault 
at break of day, in the following order: The CofFrees, Enfign 
Elliott at their head, marched with grew refolution to the foot of the 
breach, three companies of Sepoys followed them very clofe till they 
came within fixty paces of the breach, and then lay down in a ditch, 
and could not be got to advance a ftep farther, fo that the Europeans 
were obliged to march over them to the breach; where joining the 
CofFrees, they advanced to the top of it; but were Co warmly received 
by the people in the fort, with pikes, firelocks, and flones, that it 
•was impofliblc for them to get over. In this fituation the fight was 
continued three quarters of an hour, and then tlie Sepoys ran away 
as faft as they could towards our battery. The Colonel, now con- 
vinced that nothing could be done with his force, deferted by the 
Sepoys, againft (o gallant a defence, ordered a retreat, which was 
conducted with fuch good order, that not a man was hurt after they 
had left the attack; but, while they continued in the breach, the 
adtion was uncommonly brifk. Our people behaved with great refo- 
lution, and had forty killed and wounded, with about fifty Cofifrees 
and Sepoys : all thefe men were wounded in fuch a manner as to be 
rendered unfit for prefent aftion; but there were fcarce any of the 
aflailants who came off without bruifes and contufions, from ftones, 
pikes, or clubs ; for, with fuch weapons, numbers of the people in 
the place oppofed and greatly incommoded them. 

Colonel Forde, having no dependance on any but his own 
people, and thofe being greatly reduced, and.alfo great part of the am- 
munition expended, he flopped all farther proceedings till he heard 
from the Prefidency of Madrafs, whom he immediately acquainted 
with the foregoing particulars. ' At the time thefe advices arrived at 
Madrafs, the French were encamped nearer to that place than our 
troops would be when before Nellour; therefore it was- judged more 
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1757. prudent to give up that undertaking* than to hazard a detachment to 
the northward ; whereas, by marcning to the fouthward, they could 
at once prevent the defigns of the enemy on Trichinopoly, and 
ferve as a barrier between them and Fort St. George ; therefore they 
fent out three hundred Europeans to the fouthward, and difpatched 
orders to Colonel Forde to join them with all his force. 

While the neceflary preparations were making for the march of 
the forces from Madrafs, Captain Poller was ordered from Chenga- 
laput and Carangoly, to endeavour to reduce Outremalour, a fort 
poffeffed by the French, fituate about fifteen miles from Chengalaput, 
and eight from Carangoly. On the approach of the party from 
Carangoly, the French garrifon, which confifted only of Sepoys, 
abandoned the fort before Captain Polier's arrival : he left about forty 
Sepoys in charge of it, and tLen returned towards Chenealaput, near 
to which he encamped, in readinefs to join the army ftrom Fort St. 
George. By this time the French garrifon of AUumparva, being 
reinforced by iea from Pondichery, fo as to make up about one 
hundred Europeans andTopaiTes, and three hundred Sepoys, marched 
from thence, and retook Outremalour. 

Colonel Adlercron refolving to command in pcrfon the in- 
tended expedition for the relief of Trichinopoly, marched from Fort 
St. George the 26th; and, left the French redoubts of Waldour and 
Villenour ihould cauie any delay in his pafling by the diredt road to 
Fort St. David, he took the rout of Chengalaput and Wandewafti ; 
and as he judged it neceflary to halt at fonie place for Colonel Forde 
to come up with his party, it was recommended to him to employ 
that foare time in a fecond reduction of Outremalour, and in demolifh- 
ing that fort. It was hoped that they might then be able to garrifon 
Chengalaput and Carangoly, in fuch manner as to cover all thofe 
diftrifts'; which, thus protedled, would bring a confiderable revenue 
to the Company. On the approach of Colonel Adlercron, the gar- 
rifon evacuated the place, and threw themfdves into Wandewafh. 

While the Colonel was detained at Outremalour, in deftroying 
the fortifications of that place, he received letters from the Prefidency, 
to acquaint him, that, fince Capt. Caillaud had fucceeded in throwing 
fuccours into Trichinopoly, they were no longer in pain for that fort; 
and therefore requefted him immediately to inveft the fortrefs of 
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Wandewaih^ and to ptilli Ac ^ittark wim die utmott v(g6nr; that he 1757. 

ftiiffht get pdiieffioh of /t before the French army couM' Come to its. ' 

relief. They were urgent for this tin4crtaking, on account 'of the 
Governor's behaviour, who had paid the Nabob no tribute fince.the 
year '1 75 2; 'afiti alfo,' during that tinie> had been a conftant 
favourer of the French, who, under cover of that fort, 'had been 
enabled to make the moft fudden inqurfions into all the diftridls of 
the Arcbt provinc^r The redu6li6n. of this fortrefs Would not only 
haise- prevented thti infcdiii^enience fdr the futurei but the place itfelf 
would have been of the utmoft confequencie to the Nabob and his 
allies, as being produAive of large revenues, and alio capable of 
fervittga^^a baftiir fbr-^He^iiei^hbouringcoufttri^^ ' ' ' , . 

. CoiSoMBil ADtERCKON ttiarchcd with the army on the 5th of 
June to Wandewadi^ arid the nferxt tijly entered the town; bUf; bijfore 
the heavy caniiori ttuld come tip,^ the greateft part of the French 
army from TritbiriopoTy reached Pondidhery, and ft)4rched out a!gain , 
to mereliefJ^ Wariddwaflif ^^^ iCc^bnel.A^UrcToni j^^^^ 

itlimpraAicafefe'tW^te^cute the' ^an which tiad' been concerted at 
MadrafiyrefdveA to Wait for directions from tliepce; and, in the 
mean time^ witlidreVi^ from the town, and encamped A few mlleaoff. 
The Prefidency, being fenfible that the coUeded fbfce'of the French 
would exceed our 'numbers, coiild hot rcaforiably hope t6 obtain any 
confiderable advantage by keeping the field, and were therefor^ de^ 
firous of putting an end to the expence; accordingly, they wrote to 
Colohd Adtercron to return with the -army to Madrafe. *rhey 
imagined that the Freneh would alfo confider, that ourjfoxce was 
iuiiicient to obftkift any attempt on their fide, atid' wiould'-^he^^ 
jw:all thcit tropps' fo I^ondichery. ' / .. ^ : • - ii 

Before Colonel Adlercron began his march for Madrafe the 
enemy's aAny had reached Wandewafli j and, a very fevT^ TlourS aftel: 
he iltfft Outremalour, a party* of French took pof&ffion of it. . !^ot^ 
wiAftanding thi^enctoymoVeiffeclofe after him, GfebrieJ AdleVirOii 
neither advised the Pix^dency 'of their prbcccdin^s, ndr,w^aic6d!'t6 
.ftop thdif progrSls,^ but continued his march towards Marfrafs: the 
coniequence of whick was, that', on thfe Vtry'day Tie left ChehgaJaput, 
they made a forccd^ march from Outrcmalpiii' toCortjeverftm,. plunl- 
rdered the town, ahd uttlcfced the foit, or wallcrf pagoda; 'yhidi 
wasi hoWovieh^ fo'welldefendec^ by a Seijeant arid tWo corhpaiiies of 
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1 y!S7, Sepoys that d;^. were ft^pxijicd,. with .tiif Joi^ 9f iw^^ffegr afcAtfif 
Europeans; kiflcd, ajjcj about tec^ wouackd,. Whca this a^w^ fe«!hdk 
AT^^afa tlie army Was arrived wittinlivcHBttUes.^ ;Thft 

Gwfjnor and Council thcmgbt it lugtly jacccffswy :tlaicy • £h<?tijy im-^ 
cnediately jpiaf i;^ a^alf to prote(^ their pQfrellioas[6^mfiift}i^ lie^ 

vafl^tipns:' / ;^ ; ^" , V ;. ;^,/^ ;;,;,.. I :;:;.. r ' ,..: 

,. Qoiomi ^^wiiHCf.s vfko]Qn:^^ry pco^fioth^i^^ 
farncO: dilpolitibn to cgmtribirte. ij^ any ihape-t^ ^jadvftOfM^i^^af ' 
all militaiy operation?, ofTered.tajofn th^^army |i§ f^ vcjuptcer; and,- 
when if w^ imagined Tnchinopglj wpuld h^y^/ ^«t the . fccnc of 
action, his intention ^& to p^ocqcid,:w^A:,^^tfo^|)ftJ&Qm.f^ 
David for the defence of that place. Afterwards, when the French 
army r^turrved ftom Trichwopqly ^SL^d^wo^ ^le^tpd «it WtndctVaiftit 
hie^iFcred to ein|>ark;with all the i^eo that could be ^i^pdj^om Foit 
St. Dayid* an^ to land at Szdufs^.uf, xxder to jfa^n the vrtpy in tha 
mofl; expeditious.ipflBner. Being' ^iffiblc l\oyr i^wcbi hi^j ^Witie« and 
j^xperiehce would coxUrihute. to. the i;^ulati9p and,\^ewd, condud of 
riiQ arj(ny^ anctj^dgijig Fort St, Dayid^o be; frc^ froift all danger, as the 
whole Fifench force was on the other fide^ thcJPif^jfi^cnCy appfoisM.of 
tliis propoJ^U ai>d CoIoAcjl Lawrence accordiipgly l^nfjed- near SaHrafti 
jwith abQwi ione Hundred mcn^ i}fi^ z^d of Jijnc;, .^thr9e day3 after th£ 
maich c^ the army;- which he. joined on-tiM {^thcr^e q£ Chcn^ 
g^aput. /^ . '- i . • .. - ; d t : :•: ' ... '» 

The arnay then advanced towards the efiemy, and toAk poft iht 
J oth. of July ^within four miles of them. The Freilch were Arongiy 
entrenched 'i^hout a mile fi-om Wandewafli* As their tXDopa rwerfc 
maiiifeftly difcbntented, which appeared ,by their frequent, deiectidai^ 
and our men were all in ^ood fpirits and eager for an engagement, all 
pjaffible-eiidekvou^s were ufcd to induce thfc'cnfcmy t^ cprar.oia of 
^eir enuonx^hfl^eats. On the 1 7 th fonac pf the Nabob's hiorlc, fiqji- 
jiorted hy a fmall party .of Europeans,> were fen^t within cattJiiWi ihdt 
pf their ^aqip, ^n hopes that a detachment woiild be.fent dut agkijrft 
^^em^ aad/a general adtion brought ,00 by. that meiwisU ; but all was in 
vain "; aiid,' as their entrencliii>ents; were defended. ^yifeveral baittc^iei, 
and they hud a great fuperiority alfo m thq nun>her of their, troops^ it 
was judged that they could not be attacked in fuch a poft without tab 
^reaJC .hazard. ; The continuance of jhe army ii^.tlvif ^ticunapmbnt in 
this ftate.of inadlqn,. was on^ a ufeiefs c^fp^Cei,'therefOTC>.tD Irqduflc 
'. > ' * ' v) it 
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ft -49 fiu: as prudence would admit. Colonel Adlefcron was.cteliited to' 1^57. 
fend part of the army to Chengakput and Carahgdly, and the 
remainder to Conjeveranx. This place, being fituatcd in the ceater 
6f our poffeflio'ns, was a convenient ftation For the troops lo move 
from, which ever way the enterprises 6f the 'ehdiny might make it 
heceffafy. 

TttK enemy remained about Wandewafli till the 20th of Sep- 
tember, i?Hien they moved agiinft Ctietteput with a tody of eighteert 
hundred Europeans. Nizar MaHomfed Cawji, affiftecj with a Serjeant 
Jmd fixtcen-hien from Fort St. Georgev defendifd tfie^'pface to the^Ia{^ 
extremity, and even after the epemy had got poitcflio'^ of the fort he 
fought them in the iftreets till he, Was killed with a mu/ket Ball; hi« 
femily then deftrbyed themfelves, arid a vaft {laughter was mad? 
Jrtnonglirs ti'cxys. This obitinate 'defence coft ^he befiegcf s^ alfo i 
Keatnurtibert>fiiie». . ' ,^'^ 

The Frenqji withdrawing from the neighbpudioqd of Trichi- 
kjfpoly, left C^J>tiifi dailkuo^fft liberty to proceed for the reduitiofi 
Jtf Madura; buty^as the enemy fcnmd'ehwoymeritT^ 
that could be fparedfcom Madraft, i^ <vas4mpoflible'i6 relnforce^Kim 
with fuch a ftrength as fliould fecure Hm fuccefs. Without waiting 
fcr ferther fupphes, he took with htto fuCh a force as .he thought 
might be fpared from Trichinopftly without Weakening the g^arrifoii 
too much, -and marched the 27th of June, with^ninety military,, four 
hundred- S,cpoj^,^aftd two twenty-four pouriders; vHth thefe he joined 
Lrentefran^ Ruittbold, who had ihaintained Ilis port tdfore IVTfadura 
With the CcfFrees and Sepoys left under his command. It. took up 
fomc days to mitke the neceffaiy preparations for erediing a battery, 
which w:tS openeid oil tfie 9th, and a breach made before Tioon% 
Captain Caillaud tftonght it advifeable to aflStuft tlie breach without 
llelay, leit the^befiegcd fhould thrbw up fome works yv^hhin during 
the night. • ; . 

TitE difpofttion being made, hfe began the attack at two in the 
tiftemoon; but the breach w'as fovigofoufly d«£ended, tliat thebeft 
bf his troops were efther killed W difabWd in the jittempt; the reft 
Fell bdck, and rt Was irtipoffible to prevent a general retreat, or to 
perfuade the reradnS of the ar fny t6 a fecond attack : neither was it 
advifeable, at a timtr wherrthe befiegfed were elated with having^killed 
' * Q^ and 
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1 7^. aqcj wounded,, upon tins occafion, between thirty and forty Europeant 
' and Coffrees, and a hundred Sepoys, 

' Captain CAILJ-AUJ& refulying to wait for an opportu,nity tft 
renew his attehipt^, in* the nieah tune,, made the propef^ difpofition* 
for reducing the place by famine; but as this method might t;ike up 
ib much time as to prolong his ftay till the arrival of the French fleet, 
he -eagerly caught at the-iirft opeEing for a treaty,, and though the 
proposals of ^la^ph^8 Cawn's people were moft exofbi^tant, .he. did 
not rafHIy ^jec^ tnem, but by degree, abating the. term^i redvicc^ 
thefti at length *to a huhdr^d and fcycnty thoufand roupees* . Hethea 
concluded the bargain,, and Madura was delivered up jto hi/njufiat 
the time tha£ the French fleet arrived. • This event making it neccfr 
fary to provide for^e<iefei^ce of aH the garrifons ; prders were fent to 
withdraw die troops from the Tinnevclly country, ..and Captain 
taillaud returned to Tricliihopoly ; leaving a largq'garrifon of Sepoys 
at Madura, under the command of Ifouf Cawn. 




; Th4 CqAst was at 'this time in.danger , of being. di^urbcd by 
other powers as well as the French^ ,' , / , . r. .,j 



U'L 



^ T6e . Mar.attas,'*wlip .are doritjnually traverfmg thejfe .imnienjfe 
'countries with their Vafl bodies of horfc, in a moft incredible manner^ 
paving, within the laft two years, conquered large diftri<fls in many 
diftant parts of theDeckan, had alio entered the kmgdom of Maillbrc, 
ind at ciach time carried avy^ay upwards of thirty lack of roupec§^ 
The Nanna Balazcrow, in his "return, poflefled himfelf of. the ^ forj 
and Country of Serah, the next province to Cadapah. He left Ba- 
kvdntefow, his General, with about eight thoufand horfe, at Ca-^ 
danattam, a place about eighty miles from Arcot. His orders were 
to demand the Chout of- the Arcot and Trichinopoly countries, which 
had been unpaid for . {omc years pafl:. For this purpofe he fent a 
Vakeel to^ the Nabob, and anotlier to Pondichery. * Balazerow madi^ 
a demand of forty lack of roupees; but, upon the reprefentatiqn of 
the Nabob, wh6 defcribed to the Vakeel the ftate of his country for 
ibme years paft, and afllired him that not only the whole revenues of 
* ' ... ' the 
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riif, diftrlcSts in his poflcflion, but every roupfce he could bortow 1757. 
bcfidc«, had been fpent in oppo^ng thedeligps of the French, who ^ 
would otherwife have fiibdued. the whole Carnatick, the Vakeel 
reduced the demand to* three lack; and, upon the Nabob's further 
inftances, to two lack and a half, one half to be paid imnieiliately, 
the other in one month. The Nabob thought this a mofe rcafonable 
aoeommodaftion than could have been expedted; but not being able 
to rai(e that fum himfelf, recommended to the Prelidency to confent 
^to thcfe terms, an,d advance the money. The low ftate of their 
trcafury pi|t it ofut of their power to comply with Uiis requeft; nor 
could they, at any time, with prudence, pay fuch a fum upon a mere 
demand, without making fome agreement, or terms of alliance, for 
the good of their affairs. In hopes to gain time, as (hips from Europe 
were every day expefted^' they wrote to the Maratta Vakeel at Arcot, 
deilring him to come and. fettle the affair in difpute at Madrafs; and, 
at the lame time, recommended to the Nabob to accompany him. 

AlthDuoh the Vakeel had told the Nabob that the French had 
ofiered four lack of roupees to tlie Maratta General, to engage him 
in their alliance, and hinted, that the confequencc of our not com- 
plying immediMely with the terms offered, would be the ruin of the, 
countries in our poflcffion, yet it was not apprehended that the Nanna 
had impowered this officer to proceed to fuch extremities : neither 
could it be fuppofed that the French were able to. make good fo large 
an offer as four lack, hiving reduced their own finances to as low an 
ebb as thofe of their neighbours; but it is natural to the Moors, in 
all their tranfadions, to mix a proportion of falftiood, and, if they 
fancy they can carry their point by it, diey pride themfelvcs in tlie 
conceit of their art and cunning. 

The Nabob arrived at Madrafs the Sth of Auguft I757> with 
Amoortaroyv-, the Maratta Vakeel, and fome days were employed in 
reprefenting to Amoortarow the vaft expence which the Wabob 
and the Company had been at to prcfcrve the country from the entire 
dominion of the French ; but the endeavours of the Prefidency, by 
that argument, to avoid the payment he demanded, were fruitlefs^ 
and all their remonflrances of very little weight, the Nabob having 
abfolutely engaged with Amoortarow, before he left Arcot, to pay 
the fum of two hundred and fifty thouiand roupees. Whenever it 
was, propofed to Amoortarow to abate in his demand, his anfwer 

was» 
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1757. was, conftantly, that he had the Nabob> promifc/ and ihc^M gc* 
the money from him. TTie Maratta Icemed dcterxninei iftvcafe it 
was not paid, to lay wafte the countries in &e pofleflionof die Nabob 
and the Company, which was certainly in this powa: of aft ttrmy a£ 
eight thoufand horfe. Such a force was then within eighty miles of 
Arcot, and might have feized a fum far exceeding their demand, as 
it was the time of the * Tripety feaft, during which ii^mnity: 
the grcateft part of the revenues are ufually cqlleAcd at the j)agoda.: 
The Prefidency therefore agreed, upon thefe conliderations, to enable 
the Nabob to pay the fum in queflion, by allowing it to be deduftcd 
out of the fecohd half of his aflignment of eight lack 'to tho 
Company* ' \ t 

NoTwiTHSTANDiNO the powcr of the Marattas was £> wcQr 
Rliowri, and had been of^ate fo univerlallyfelt, fuch is the reiUefs 
i^irit of all the Indian as well as Moorifti Chiefs, that Morarow^ 
^10 had, not long fince, brought himfelf and the Nabob of Savanofe 
to the neceflity of imploring pardon fromr the Naasfa, waa now jfro- 
pofmg a league, between himfelf^ the Nabobs of Cadapah and Cam^uly 
and the King of Maiflbre, witli intent to retake Ser^l fr<)fn the* 
Nanna, and prevent his getting any footing in the Ciurnatick* CtMiId 
tliis treaty have been accompliflied with aay proipeiS: o£ (iietefa^ it 
mud be granted, that it might have beefi a glorious bai^rier i^ainit 
the inroads of that deftrudive power. The propofal was ipeciousy. 
and would have had the approbation, and, poflibly, the concwmice: 
of the Bngliilx, could it have been coniidered as a fyftem of codl and) 
lafting policy i but it was rather to be fuipedted of having its foundati6ft 
in ambition or 5"evenge,and as it proved, was only a means of provoking 
the Marattas to make thofe couii tries the feat of war, and of throwing^ 
them the fooner into their hands. Upon the firft advice of tliis in- 
tended confederacy^ Balavcntarow marched againft thd Nabob of 
Cadapal>, and" kiHing him in a battle, took the greaieft part of thfe 
country into his own hands; but Abdul Mahomed Cawn, with fomc 
of the relatione and troops of the late Nabob, throwijig themfclve^ 

* Tripety is a pagoda fituated upon a till about one hundred and fifty milei N. N. W. oC 
Madj*afe. It is held in th« fjirte vcneratiott by the Gentoos, as Mecca is by the Mahometans. 
An annual fcaft is held at Ti->pety, in- the moiirii of September, at which time a grtfat numbei^ 
of devotees fcfort to the pagoda ; and from the prefents made by fuch a multitude of votaries,, 
a large re%'enae accrues tatiie Nabob. N<5ne but Gentoos, of aiffercnt tribes, art permitted 
to aicend the facred hill oa witudi the pagoda ftands • 

'. . . . ' . . i»t0 
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tttto 6jhbie fi^t^ inaiiitaioieii) thdmfekei &r a tin^c i but 'wcf e At laft j y-^y, 
e)bliged:tx>i)PQtnttnufiate ^Mlth the befie^ors for a fum of foohe^r, and 
^c dsli\«iy;«^' half the cttmtn)r (o the Mamttis. 

DuJiiNO die, timetheie tranikiakos were on foot, Amoortarow 
tfiei Vakeel, iviih a part of the Maratta troops, went igainft Trepa-- 
lour, /\^ich.k abb in the ckpejodency of Cadapafa; init he was lefs 
itjccfefiiul /dian his mafter, for having attempted an afiault, he met 
with fo vigorous a repulfe that great part of his forces were cut off, 
^d lum&df biortafly vrouiidedand caroed prifontr to tlie fort, where 
be died a few days after* The Marattas, during their (lay in thoie 
frarts, . collected feverai fums of money from the different Polygars to 
thrnoFthward; and then went off towards Poona, to join Balas^w.. 

FroT4 thefe, and many more inftances, it has h&n (hewn ho^i^ 
great a check the-Marattas have been upon the Moorifli Government, 
aad that it is owing to their arcns alone that the MahoiHetans have 
been prevented fitom the Yifarpation of the whole peninfula. • 

As the Moors ire a laxurions people, in a few years of peace they 

grow enervated by their debaucheries, and ^n degenerate into floth 

and effeminacy. It may ^fb be .added, that a general corruption of 

manners, and treachery to one another, would gdeatly conduce to 

render them, an cafy prey to the-Marattas, whenever they fliould take 

.the rdbhition to expel- them the country. And though there is not 

^Governor, in the highcft rank of power and independency, but what 

ftiles himfelf, a thoufand times in the ordinary. tran£uS:ions of the 

day. The Slave of the Mogul, there is not one of them in the 

: whole empire t^rat pays tlie leaii: regard to thie ^moll: foiemn orders of 

i that, monarch, or that will march liis troops to qudl any dangerous 

: commotion, or ftir for the prcfcrvation or the life or tl:u'one of his 

mafter.. 

The only balance to the power of the Marattas is a race of 

- northern people, inliabiting the mountains of Candahar, commonly 

known in India by the Jiame of Pattans, tliough the^ are more gcn<!- 

rally called Agwans on the other fide of the country; and under that 

, name conquered Ifpahan in die year 172a. ' They are Mahometans, 

yet no V& eoemies to the MoociHigovermiient than the Marattas, Or 

. athcr Indians. They are faid to have been defcended from an ancient 

colony 
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1 7 57- ^ol<^^y of Arabians^ who entered the country four huiidrcd yekrs 
before Tamerianey. and built the city of Maflulipatam; from thence 
extending their conquefts northward^ they founded Patna in Bengal, 
and at lift over-ran the whole country to the weft, and were mafters 
of Delli when Tamerlane firft appeared in India. As dicy were always 
reckoned good foldiers, they are now confidered as the very beft 
infantry in the whole. empire; and it is natural to iiippoie theyihould 
be fuch, ftnce they have been inhabitants of the nortnern mcnmtains. > 

This warlike nation made themfelves formidal>le to Nadir Shaw, 
•in his inarch; and after that conqueror had left the Mogul empire iii 
the weak and indefeniible ftate to which he had reduced it, the 
Pattans invaded it, on a fuppofition that it. was then in too low a 
condition to be able to refift the force which he at that time thought 
was fufiicfent to'bring againft it. 

As ibon as the Emperor was apprized of their march, he aflembled 
his council, and, fitting on his:throne, furrounded by his Generals 
and twenty-two principal Omralis, held in his hand a betel, which, 
according to the cuftom of the country, he oftercd to that chief who 
fliould immediately engage to take the command of the army and 
rcpulfe the enemies of his coimtry. So univerial was the effeminacy 
or treachery of the courtiers, that not one of them advanced to take 
the betel as a pledge of their fidelity; which the young Prince, being 
tlien about eighteen, obferving with extreme concern, prefentcd 
himfelf to his father, with earneft entreaties that he might be per- 
mitted to receive it. 

His father refufed it him, repreienting to him, that it was not 
proper for the heir of the empire 4o expo& himfelf in fo perilous an 
enterprize, while diere were fb many expericncedGenerals more fit 
for that fervice. On die other hand, the Omrahs all maintained, 
that, as his fon^had offered to take the betel, he alone fhould put 
himfelf at the head of the troops; and joining with the Prince in 
foUicitations, prevailed at length . upon the Emper6r, who imme- 
diately gave hisiorders for the railing of three hundred thoufand men^ 

The Omrahs, withdrawing from court, entered into a confpiracy, 
and gaining the Chiefs of the &veral corps which compoied this 

... ariny. 
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•rmyi (bhuftUy Afiemble^, eoncerted with them to betray the 17^7. 
Prince. w-v— ' 

. The young hero, being informed of the plot that was l^id agdnrt: 
his life, a little before he gave battle to the Pattans, had the addrefs 
privately tafecure the perfons of thofe treacherous commanders ; Jie 
then attacked the enemy, and, gaining a compleat vicftory, obliged 
them to quit the country by a precipitate flight. While the Prince 
was thus glorioufly delivering his country from the Pattans, the con- 
ipirators in the capital .caufed it to be reported, that he was fallen in 
battle, and, entering the palace, fcized on the Emperor, and ftrangled 
him, giving out thai^he had poifpned himfelf in a fit of defpair, occa- 
liohed \yy the lofs erf" the battle and the death of his Ion. This horrible 
afTafiination could not be concealed from the Prince, who was now 
returning in triumjdi to Delli. He was fenfible of the danger that 
-threatened his own life from fo formidable a confpiracy, and, to avoid 
it, adopted the ftnitagem which his great grandfather Aurenzeb 
pradlifed on another occafion. He appeared inconfolable for the lofs 
of his father, pretending to believe that he died a natural death: he 
tore off his garments, and took the habit of a Fakeer, declaring 
publicly, that he renounced the world, and that he would never more 
have concern in the government. : 

A Court of juflice for a ftate criminal is a thing unheard of in 
tiiefe lawlefs governments; and there is no way of puniihing a traitor, 
but by turning againft him his own artsTof treachery and deceit. 

The Prince afted his part fo well, that he deceived the confpira- 
tors, who' went out to meet him, with affurances of their readinefs to 
acknowledge him for their mafter and King. He received them with 
a declaration of his intentions to give up the crown, and even to 
retire froni the world. He told them, that, as it was necefliry fo 
va:ft an empire (hould not be deftitute of a head, he muft entreat their 
affiftance to direct him in the choice of an emperor, defiring that 
they would affemble in his palace that evening, to deliberate on this 
important affair.' The Omrahs retired, flattering themfelves that they 
ftiould now have an opportunity of fetting up a creature of their own •; 
while Amet Shaw, for that was the name of the young Emperor, 
entered- the royal pilace, and prepared a number of trufty perfons, 

R whom. 
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i^r-j^ whom he placed on each fide of the doors of die fevecdl avenues whidi 
u,-/— ^ led to his inner court, 

# 

The entrance to the apartments of Eaftern Princes is fo difpofcd, 
with a view to prevent the fudden irruption of alTaffins, that there \% 
nq, approaching the prefence chamber but through long oblique paf- 
fages, wherein, at intervals, there are recefles for the polling of 
guards. This contrivance at once fecures the monarch from the at- 
tempts of the moil determined villains; and, at the fame time, 
affords him an c^portunity fw executing his purpofes on thofe who 
have incurred his difpleafure. 

Every thing being difpofed for the reception'of theOmrahs,^ they 
were each introduced, as they arrived, to taefe fatal avenues; and, as 
they jftooped to pafs the curtains, which are generally kept lowered, 
they were feized by the guards, and immediately recei^'ed the juft 
reward of their crimes. 

Thus the Emperor Amet Shaw eftablifhed himfelf^ for a while, in 
the quiet pofleflionof the throne, by triumphing at once over his foreign 
and domeftick enemies. But it was not long before the peace of 
Dclli was more fatally difturbed; for the P^ttan Chief retiring to 
Lahore, in a little time aflembled a much more formidable army, 
and entering. Delli, gave up the town to be plundered three days by 
his foldiers. In the mean time, he took to himfelf all that was to 
be found in the royal treafury, and^require^ of the coUedors of the 
public revenues, that they fhoqld be accountable to him for all they 
had received. He then marched home, being fuppofed^to have taken 
away more riches, except jewels, than Nadir Shaw carried out of the 
country. He made no revolution, and, it is faid, no alteration in the 
government of Indoftan^ and yet he aflbmed a kind of fovereignty 
• over it; but when he returned to Lahore, he drew a line from nortli 
to fouth, affuming to himfelf a vail extent of country to the weft of 
that line, which was before, at leaft nominally, dependent on the 
empire of Indoftan 5 there he left his Ion Timur as Governor of his 
new dominions, and gave no further difturbance to Indoftan till the 
year 1757. 

Before 
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Bepore we enter on the moft important of all the military opera- 1758. 
tions on the Coromandel coaft, it may be ufeful to take a view of the 
ftrength of the refpcdtive Companies. 

. The French had nineteen hundred Europeans on the coaft, ex- 
clufive of thofe with M.De Bufly, before the arrival of their fquadron 
in September. This fleet brought a reinforcement of one thoufand 
military, which, added to a number of failors that were landed, 
nearly compleated three tlioufand five hundred men. The Englifli 
having no. more than one thoufand three hundred of the Company's 
troops, had encreafcd them by enlifting three hundred* and thirty- 
four of Colonel Adlercron's regiment, when that officer, with his • 
xrorps, was ordered home ; and as t^e China Ihips brought them only 
eighty-four foldiers, their whole force amounted to no more ihan 
one thoufand fix hundred and eighteen men. 

In confideration of this vaft fuperiority on the part of the enemy, 
the Prefidency judged it neceffary to fufpcnd all operations of the field, 
and keep tlic troops colle<%ed in the feveral garrifons. Conformably 
to this plan, they drew the army from Conjevcram into Madrafs, 
ordered back Major Policr, who was marched to the northward, to 
protect Tripety againfl the threatened attack of NazeabuUa Cawn ^ 
from NcUoure; and direftcd Captain Caillaud (who having taken 
^ffeffion of the fort of Madura, was preparing to march for Tinnc- 
velly) to return to Trichinopoly with all his Europeans, and as many 
Sepoys as he fhould think neceffary ; leaving Ifouf CaWn, with the 
reft of the Sepoys, to protedt Madura and Tinnevelly. 

While we continued thus waiting the motions of the French, 
and furprized that they fhould remain inactive for fo many months 
after the taking of Chetteput, a fleet of eleven fail, commanded by 
' M. D' Ache, appeared off Fort, St, David early in the morning of the 
28 th of April: twO of them proceeding to Pondichery, landed M. 
Lally, while feven anchored in Fort St. David's road, and two fartlier 
off to the eaflward. The Bridgcwatcr and Triton being furrounded 
in St. David's road, were obliged to run afhore, in order to lave their 
crews and flores. Next morning a large detachment from Pondi- 
chery entered the bounds of Fort St. David, and were to have been 
joined by the troops from the fhips^ but the uitfexpedted appearance 

R2 of 
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1758 of the Englifh iquadron to the ibuthward at the (mie ijoibnt, putting 
^■■"/- -^ thciiLintoconfufion, prevented the difcmbarkation. 

Admiral Pocqck being joined by Commodore Stevens, who 
jaxrived in Madrafe road on the 24th of March, v^ith the Elizabeth, 
Yarmouth, Weymouth, and New^caftle, on the 28th hoifted his flag 
on board the Yarmouth, and, after having put the fquadron in. the 
beft condition poflible for the fea, failed on the 17th of April, in 
order to get to windw^ard of Fort St. David, to intercept the French 
iquadron, which, by intelligence, he had reafon to exped. 

His whole force now confifted of the Yarmouth, fixty-four guns, 
five hundred and forty men, Capt. John Harrifon; the Elizabeth, 
iixty-four guns, four hundred ninety-five n>en. Commodore Steevens, 
Capt- Kempenfelt, his Captain; the Cumberland, fixty-fix guns, 
five hundred and twenty men, Capt. Brereton; the Weymouth, 
fixty guns, four hundred and twenty men, Captain Nicholas Vincent; 
the Tyger, fixty guns, four hundred men. Captain Thomas Lotham; 
the Newcaftle„ fifty guns, three hundred and fifty men. Captain 
George Legge; and the Sali(bury, fifty guns and three hundred men. 
Captain John Somerfet; v/ith the Queenborough and Protedior 
. ilorefhips. 

The 28th at noon the Admiral made Negapatam, and the next 
morning, at half an hour paft nine o'clock, in running down to St. 
David's, faw feven {hips in that road getting under fail, and two 
cruizing in the ofling, which, by their not anfwering his fignal, he 
concluded were enemies, and made the fignal for a general chace. 
They then ftood off fhorc to the eaftward, under top-laiis, with the 
wind at fouth; and at noon, being joined by the two (hips in the 
clHng, and forming the line of battle a-hcad, with the ftarboard 
tacks on board, the Admiral found it neceffary to make the fignal to 
form his line alfo ; and when all his fhips came up and got into their 
ftation, which was a little before three o'clock in the atternoon, .and 
nearly within random (hot of the enemy, who continued under their 
topfails, he bore down upon the Zodiaque, on board of wliich (hip 
M. D'Ache wore a cornette at the mizcn-topmaft head, keeping a 
little a-head of him. The French began to fire upon him as he ap- 
proached them; notwithftanding which, he forbore to throw out the 
.Jignal for engaging till he c^mc within half mufket (hot of the 

Zodiaque. 
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Zodiaque. A Kttie after three, perceiving the fhips were not all got 1758. 
aear enough to the enemy, the Adnural made the fignal for a cloier 
engagement; which was immediately complied with by the fhips in 
the van. At half an hour paft four, obierving the rear of the French 
line had drawn up pretty clofe to the Zodiaque, he made the Cum- 
berland, Newcaftle, and Weymouth's fignals to make fail up, and 
engage dofe, A few minutes after M. DAch^ broke the line, and 
ihot up under the lee quarter of his fecond a-headj, and then put 
before the wind : his iecond a-ftern, who kept on the Yarmouth's 
quarter mofl part of the action, then came up along-fide, gave his fire, 
and bore away; the two other fhips in the rear came up in like 
manner, and then bore away. The Admiral obfcrving the enemy's 
van to bear away alfo, hauled down the fignal for the line, and made 
the fignal for a general chafe. At fix, the enemy joined two fhip$ < 
about four miles to leeward, and at the fame time hauled their wind, 
and flood to the weflward, vnth the larboard tacks on board. 

Thk Yarmouth's mafls, yards, fails, and rigging, as well as the 
Elizabeth^ Tygcr, and Salifbury, were damaged fo as to prevent their 
keeping up vrith the other fhips that were in the rear during the 
action, and had fufFcred but little. From the condition of thefe 
fhips, and, more efpecially, as the night approached, the Admiral 
thought it necefTary to haul clofe upon a wind, and fland to the 
•fbuth-wefl, in order, if pofliWe, to keep to windward of the enemy, 
in hopes of being able to engage them next raorning, if he could be 
fo fortunate as to prevent their weathering him in the night. He 
ordered the Queenborough a-head to abferve their motions, and con- • 
tinned endeavouring to work up after them till fix in the morning of 
the firfl of May; when finding he lofl ground coniiderably, for the 
enemy had received little damage in their rigging, he came to an 
anchor about three leagues to the i>orthward of' Sadrafs, and fent an 
fifficer to tlic Chief of that fettkment for intelligence. From thence 
he was informed, that the Bien-aime, of feventy-fom guns had re- 
.ceived ih much damage in the allien, that the fenemy was obliged to 
run her on fhore a little to the fouthward of Alamparvey, where the 
Fiench fquadron was then at an anchor. The a^on was about feven 
leagues wefl by north of that place. 

Admiral Pocock, iij his letter to the Secretary of the Admi- 
raky obdervcd, that Commodore Steevens and Capt* Kcmpenfeli, 

Capt. 
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1758. Capt. Latham, and Capt, Somerfet, vrfio were in the van, and alfo 
his own Captain, Capt. Harrifon, and aU the otficcrs and men be* 
longing to the Yarmoutli, by their endeavours to come to an engage-^ 
o^cnt with the cnenjy, *nd thcix conduft in adion, gave him a {cti-^ 
iible fatisfadion. 

It was confeffed by fevcral French officers, that they had fix hun- 
dred m^n killed in the adtion, and many wounded. Our lofs was 
oply twenty-nine men killed and thirty wounded.; which difparity 
can only be accounted for by the enemy's endeavouring to difinaft our 
(hips, .while we fired at their hulls : and this will alio account for 
the deftruSion of the Bicn-aimi, and the efcape of all the reft, who 
got fafe to Pondichery the 5th of May. The French had in the en- 
gagement eight (hips of the line and a frigate. The Zodiaque of 
feventy-four guns, on board of which M. D'Ache, as it has been 
laid, wpre a cprn^tte on the mizen-top-maft head : Le Bien*aime, 
alio of feventy-four guns, Le Vengcur, and Le St. Louis of fixty- 
four, Le Due d'Orleans and Le Due de Bourgogne of fixty, Le 
i^onde and Le Moras of fifty, and Le Sylphide a frigate of thirty-lix 
guns. After the engagement they were joined by the two fhips which 
had been at Pondichery tp land M- Lally : .they were Le Con^pte dc 
Provence of leventy-four guns, and Le Diligent of twcnty-ifour. 

Admiral PoqocK having, received one hupdred and twenty le^- 
covered men from the Jiofpital, and above fourfcore Lafcars from the 
Governor of Madrafs, and having filhed his mafts, and repaired his 
moft material damages, tried for fome days to work up more, but 
without fuccefs. He then put off the land ; and on the loth of 
May ftrctched as far to the Southward as the latitude of nine degrees 
and thirty minutes north, by which he hoped to fetch to windward 
of Fort St. David; but upon ftanding in again, he met with fuch 
ftrong wefterly winds, and the Cumberland's leak increafcd £0 as to 
prevent her keeping the wind^ therefore being able to reach no higher 
than Alamparvey, he anchored off that place the 26th of May. 
The 30th he got up in fight of Pondichery ; and the ift of June in 
.the morning the French fquadron weigned, and ftood out of the 
road, con lifting of ten fail. Adpiiral Pocock being confiderably to 
leeward, expedted that they would bear down and engage him ; but 
they kept clofe to the wind, and plycd away from him, notwith- 
ftanding his endeavours to get up with them, which was prevented 

in 
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in'a g^at meafure by the Cumberlaiid's bad failing. The feijond dnd 3'758-. 
third day^ (he current fetting ftrongly to leeward, our fquadron, not 
having any land nor fea winds, loft ground confiderably. The. 6th, 
the Admiral received a letter from the feledl comfnittee of Fort St. 
George, acquainting him, that St. David's furrendered the 2d, and 
that it was probable Fort St. George would foon be inverted, which 
would put it out of his power to fupply the fleet with water. The 
Admiral finding this reafbning to be juft, returned and anchored 
in Madrafs road, where he fupplied his fquadron with water and other 
neceflaries. 

Having related the whole progreis of the fleet to their return to 
Madrafs, it is now' time to ihcw by what fteps the French became 
mafters of Fort St. David. 

The 29th of April the French horfe came into the bounds of Fort 
St. David ; and prefently after them five hundred men of the regi- 
ment of Lorrain, and about two hundred of the Company's troops, 
with a number of Sepoys, artillery-men and eight pieces of cannou. 
They cut oflT and difperfcd feveral ' of our Sepoys, and plundered 
the villages. Their motions were fo fudden, they very much alarm- 
ed the inhabitants of Fort St. David, fo that many of the Lafcara, 
Sepoys, and moft of the artificers left the place. The enemy havr 
ing fummoned Cuddalore, it was .furrendered on the 3d of May, on 
condition that the garriforl fliall have liberty^ to retreat, with their 
arms,' to Tori St. David die next mofeirig. 

The enemy having withdrawn almoft every man from their girri- 
Ibris, to niake themfclves as ftrong as poflible for the fiege of Fort St. 
David, formed a very confiderable army, amounting to three thou- 
fand five hundred Europeans, and began to fire upon tlie place with 
two guns from Cuddalore the i6th, and with five mortars from tho 
new town the 17th. On the 26th they opened a battery of feven 
guns and five mortars to the weftward, at the diftance of about eight 
or nine hundred yards ; and on the 30tli one to tlie north, of nine 
guns, and three mortars at Ihe diftance of feven or eight hundred 
yards, and another to the north-caft of four guDS, at about the fame 
diftance. 

The 
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Th£ beliegcd had loft the greateft part of their black ftircet by de* 
fertion, wlicrt they imprudently defooded the out-pofts ; '^hidit con* 
fidcring the weakncls of thdr garrifon, ihould have been abandoned 
and dcftroyed. Thofe who remained in the place, as well Europeans 
as others, were little difpofed to the obfervance of di(cip}ine and re«^ 
gularity f for having too free accefs to the feveral ftorehooics of ar* 
rack and other ftrong liquors, they were never in a Condition pro** 
perly to do their duty. 

The enemy had not yet made any breach, but had difmcunted and 
4ifabled thirty guns and carriages, and ruined feveral of the works, fo 
that many or the parapets and platforms were deftroyed by the fhot 
and (hells. The tanks, or relervoirs, had fuiFered by the bombard- 
ment, fo that there was no water to be had fit for ufe, but what 
came out of the covered way ; from which they could only be fup- 
plied by night ; and the beft well tlicre was like wife deftroyed by a 
bomb. They were alfo (hort of ammunition, having expended a great 
deal in firing away inconfiderately, before the enemy had begun to 
make their approaches. 

• This being the ftate of the place on the ift of June, at the requ'eft 
of Major Policr, the Deputy Governor called a council of war ; and 
it was unanimoufly agreed to furrender upon the following articles o£l 
capitulation. 

ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION. 

By which Alexander Wynch, Efq; a6Hng Deputy Governor, 
and the Gentlemen of the Council 'at Fort St. David, in behalf 
of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eaft-Indies, are willing to furrender the Fort of St. David 
to M. Lally, Licutenant-General in his moft Chriftian Ma- 
jefty's Service, and Commander in Chief of the French forces 
in India. 



I. That all afts of hoftility ftiall 
ceafe, until the articles of capitu- 
lation are agreed upon and figned. 



I. Accord^. 

II. 
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act fliall mard^f aC tbe head of 
the ganiTon, drums beatings eo* 
lours fiybg^ out of the barrier 
into die a^anced covered way, 
vrhtTC the garrifim ihall ground 
their ^ums, and Surrender them- 
lelves prilbners of war, on condi-* 
don of being immediately ex- 
changed for an qi^tial mr^ljeirof 
his Moft Chriftian Majefty's fub- 
jeds, now priibners in ^our gar- 
Ji&ns on the coaft of Coroman- 
del; and, as foon as the exchange 
takes place, the garrifon to be 
tranfported to iuch of our fettle- 
meots as our Prefident and Coun- 
cil of Fort St. ijieorgp may think 
proper* 

HL That Fort St. David, and 
its outworks, ihall not be dft« 
moliflied; but remain in tlieir 
prefent ftate, until the condufion 
of a peace. 

IV. That alltlKga^riioa^ in- 
cluding all the fubje£ts of his 
Britannick Majefty, as well civil 
•s military, ihall have all thek 
baggage and effedis fecured, with 
liberty of removing and difpofing 
ef them as they fhall think pro- 
per; and ibtt tb^ he Aipplled 
wth boiitt, «r proper CMueqr^ 
mtacecfor that pwrp^ft* . 



.Y. Tbit the Deputy Gover- 
Bor and Council, and Uie Gom- 

S 



IL Asoord^poQtlApartiedea 175S* 
]ioiieurs,maialag!U!ttifoiiienLCQit** ' 
diiitepriibnmei:aPo&di£hery> oa 
tXic raUra jiuiques a ce quelle ibit 
duMg^contrepaceiliiombre d'ofv 
6cefS:et iM^ta 6t S«M.T.C« 
9<Sludlemciit an Tricfain^pdy j eft 
qujknd k9 dits icddatft in S.\M^ 
T. C. ieront arrivez a Pbndi- 
cheiy^ la ^tfe'gsmiibd.deL fbrt 
St. David, ftra conduktie # Sla^ 
diafs ou a-Pevicota atttoa choixi . 



IILJSe ne nli^imie Atien fut cct 
aiftKk c'eft le ibrt dk b guerre qua 
eni doQidenw ct noa cduy de^ 1ft 

pftw* : ; 



IV. La gM-mfi)!!,. et les (iijets de 
£k Mi^dBbe Butaonique nfo^^^ute-* 
rcAt a«ep. ti«x jqws ki)r vaifidil^ 
ekimiux» hajidm 9a mcubfea dof^f 
iMftiqu€»» et A knr iern faaxoi 
des batteaitK. pout ka ttaaipDitfic 
a Pondichery, bien entendu que 
1m dit« baticauX £m>at vifite par 
uftcm9ui)iHakc de nos troupe^, ea 
pceieoc^ d'on cmaaii&ircLAa^gjbia 
tioava» 9 Glib efibtt . 

y • Accord^, qmy que je n*aye 
pM tteu d*etie ^mtent de Mr. 

pany's 
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agamft an* equal number of the I mt devoit ainiiaitt'auJC^iegles de U 



French ^^Ba^India Company^s fer^ 
vasits toa()e prifbners by Admiral 
Watfon atChandema^orei and; 
until thbl exchange Cs&eit plac^ 
that th^ be permitted to go oil 
their. parole to F6rt St. G^fge; 

VI. Thatthciick In the W- 
9hal whidi cannot be removed, 
nave liberty to remain, UMier the 
care of their own fiirgeons; and 
that they be fiipplied with proper 
provifions and necefl^es on pay- 
ing for the £une. 

VIL ThataCaptainandfiftyof 
the Englifh troops fhall remain in 
the fort, to deKver it up, and that 
ibift difcipline be obferved, that 
no irregularities be committed; 
and, after the furrender, to take 
the fate of the reft of die garri* 
fon. 

' VIII. That two commiilaries 
fliall remain, to deliver up all the 
magazines, ammiunitioii, cannon, 
mortars, and goods, and point 
out.to die engineers all the mines 
and fubterraneous works. 

IX. That no Company's fer- 
vantjf civil or military, be re- 
moved from), the coaft of Cbro- 
mandel, until:'the' exchange ihall 
take place. 

Ar, Wfmch. 

P. POLIER DE BoTTENSi 

^RicH. Fairfield. 

Fort St. Da?id» ' 
ftd Jttnci758, 



guerre. 



/' 
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Vn. , Un o^er, et dix horn- 
mes, fufiiront a cette operation 
parce(]^ue je ne feray entrer qu'une 
compagnie de grenadiers, clans le 
fort jusqu'es a ce qu'il £>it evacue«' 



VHL Accord^, 



IX. Accord^ mais ceux qjjui s'en 
abfenteront £uis un palleport de 
moy, ieront tmittez commc ef-t 
pions. 

Lally. 



^nerate 



C O- A ST OF C on O M A N D E K 



131 



Separate ar^le. 
That thedeierters which were 
in the Engliib &rvice at the time 
of the cartel fettled between the 
Governors of Fort St George and 
Pondichery^ {hall he deemed as 
priibnei^; and tho£b which have 
deierted fince the preient war, be 
-patdoned^ and return . to their 
colours. 

Ar. Wynch^ 

p. polier d£ bottens. 

Rich. Fairpielo. 

F«rt St. Davsd, 
• s4 JoAC 175^ 



Accord^. 
La gamiibn fbrtira a cinque 
heures a pres midy par la porte 
de L'Ouvrage a corne ou elle dc- 
pc^era fts armes et il fera pennis 
aux officiers militaires et civirs, 
de refter juiques a demain dans le 
fort;^ la compagnie des grenadiers 
de feconde battaillon de Lorraine 

Erendra poileflion de la porte de 
/Ouvrage a corne, et de celle da 
ibrt qui y communique et s*y 
tiendra juiques a nouvd ordre. ' 

Lally^ 



The lois of St. David's gave a great and jufl: alarm to the govern- 
ment of Madrafs; as a mudri more refblute and obflinate de&nce had 
been expeded> from the known bravery of Major Polier^ who com- 
soanded the trocws there: but itappeared, that very little care or 
oeconomy was ufed in the management of their artillery and ammu- 
nition, as one officer only of that department was in the place; the 
men who compoTed the garrifbn weie drunk and diibrderly, and fully 
ieniible of the little diicipline they were under, 

A COURT of enquiry was ordered at Madrafs^ to examine and 
report faifts: Lieutenant-colonel Draper, the Majors Brereton and 
Caillaud compo&d this courts T hey reported, That Major 

Polier's peribnal behaviour was much to be commended, but that he 
was injudicious in defending two out-pofVs at fbme diflance from the 
town> as his numbers were but weak, having only two hundred 
Europeans and eighty invalids, and about thirty of the artillery, 
whom he could properly call his garriibn; the feamen from two 
frigates which had been run on (hore and burnt, made the majority 
of his troops: the black forces deferted in great numbers. How- 
ever, it was judged that the place might have held out much longer, 
and that the terms on which it furrendered were (hameful, as the 
.French were not mailers even of the outward covered way, had made 
no breach, had a wet ditch to fill up and pafs, before the town could 
poffibly be aflaulted. The want of anununition and water were 

S 2 ui^ed 



iyS^* urged as the princi^ excftfes forUts iurrenderi -soid thac^ pbwdcr 
%m V '^ ^wrtth whftcli 111 themiacs vrcit loaded were 6jffo£ai to be ipoiUi by 

. ' / . » , . ! . , • 

ibf fighting upon every ooDafion^ whdtl^ ptoper or not; and^ like 
fDther nea in Tiich 'fituatiooB^ can <fcom one extreme to the other* 

Hsi defired to gt> t volunteer i^th Colonel jDmper in the firft Mfy 
, dEn^e during the ficgeof Madlraff> and was mortally wounded. JH^ 
:was a iHlave man> fact vew faafty, paffionate, and fiijpkiotis^ which 
-iDftentiou:! occaitonod tnuck tmeafinefi Jsoth to Jiimfdf^Bid every one 
cl&» He had. ferwd the cooapiny on ibvenl occstfions with much 
reputation and condudl; and» it4s thought, the ill opinion he enter- 
tain^* of his garrifon was his mojtive for conienting to the giving up 
of St. David's. 

M. LAliy's asiArer to the thicd ardde of the capitulation too 
-fl^ainly implied ^ inevitable deftmdion of the fortifications of St. 
\ |)avid's* The works h^ve £ncei)cen falown up» and the whole tt« 
. duced to an heap of ruins. The prejudice and partiality of the cmi- 
quered» however they may compkin* cannot juiUy candemn aGe« 
neiral fer an ad of this nature; for, fiirely, the deftru^on of an ^ 
enemy's fortrefs is one of the great ends pf war. But the ruin of 
villas, and the injury done to many beautiful ftru^tures in the neigh* 
' bouring country^ wHl be a laitiiig reproach of wanton barbarity;^ to 
. the French* As for the devaibttions they ccnnmitted in their maroh 
• from 8t. David's, by plundering and burning the villages'they pailed 
through, they were immediately relented by the people of the 
country. The fufierers on this occaiion had it in their power tatake 
their revenge, and, by cutting off the fupplies of the army, foon re- 
duced them to fudu a Aate that they wiere almoil exhaufted by famine 
as they lay before Tanjore. 

On the 25 th of July Admiral Pocock (ailed with the iquadron 

, under his command, and flood to the fouthward, along fhore, widi 

' the fea and land brfeezes, and anchored on the evening of the 26th off 

' Alamparvey; and feeing a (now .and feven chelingas near the fort» 

clofe in fhore, fent the boats manned and armed, who burnt and 

funk the chclineas, and brought off the fnow; the chelingas yrtxc 

all empty, ' and had been fent from Pondichery with cannon and 

ordnance 



cwdninoe ftore6« whkh mft ilVUnied ^ dajckSfbrci ii» (nom wis %j^$^. 
loaddi with Ikewood for PoiKiichefy. . . 

Th$ 27th in the evening the ibaadron got up within three leagues 

»of Pondiirnery xoadt wher« the French fleet was at anchor, cqh- 

iifting of eight ftiips of the Hne and z, irigato. Our fleet confided of 

only feven ifaips, being the fanoe that were engaged in the laft action. 

but fome of thera now differoitly commanded : Captain Martin^ who 

had before been left ill at Madra&> now took the conxmand of the 

Xumberknd* Captain John Stukley Spnierjfet was advanced from 

tije Saliibuty to ibe W^tnouth, Captain ColyiHe had the Newcaftle, 

and Captain Breietpn the Saliihurjr. . J^pxt morning/ ^ut ten 

o*clock, the enemy got under fail, and ftood to. the iouthward widi 

die land breeze. Amniral Pocock made the fignal to chaie^ in hopes 

of befasgable to get up'with, or weather theni if' pofiible^ that being 

the moft probabk means of bringing them to adion; but they kept 

to windward, and the next morning anchored to the ibuthward of 

Porto Novo. They then weighed and flood to windward with the 

. land breeze, and about- eight o'clock were out of fight. At four 

. o'clock in the afternoon, tm Admiral difcovering a (hip in tbe ibuth^ 

f eafl quarter, gave chafe i at five ihe hoifted French colours, and 

. ftood for the lands he foon after run her on fhore about two leagues 

. to the northward of Porto Novo, and fent the boats on board to en-* 

. deavour to get her pff, but finding it impra<^cahle without lofing too 

. much time, fet.her on fire. She proved to be the Refiitution, bound 

to Pondichery from Carical, where fhe had been fent with ordnance 

• ilores and other materials for M. Lally's army* This ihip had been 
. ient from Bengal laft 0<3:ober with French prifoners, who mutinied, 

and taking the command of the fiiip from the mafter, carried her to 
'Maffulipatam, from whence flic was fent to Pondichery ; where the 
Governor and Coimcil^ contrary to the law of nations^, made a prize 
of her. 

On the iftof Auguft, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, the Admiral 
came in fight of the French fquadron, as they were getting under fiiil 
off Tranquebar, and foon after they formed the line of battle a-head, 
with the (larboard tacks on board, and fecmed to edge down towards 

• him; but when he made fail and ilood for them, theyJhauled upon a 
. wind till one o'clock, when they formed the line of battle a-breaft, 

and bore down upon him with an eafy iail. At half an hour paft one 

he 
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1758 he made the fignal, and formed the line of battle a-head with the 
ftarboard tacks on boards and flood to the eaflward under his topfidls^ 
ibmetimes the main-topfails fquare^^ as the (hips ftations required in 
the line, waiting for the enemy. At five the enemy's van was 
a-breaft of our center, at about two mfles difbnce; they flood on till 
their van was a-breafl of ours, and kept about the fame diflance till 
half an hour pafl fix, whea they hoifled their topfails, fet their 
courfes, hauled clofe upon a wind, and flood to die fbuth eafl« The 
Admiral then made the fignal for our van to fiU and fland on, and 
make fail to the fimthward, keeping in a line till twelve o^clock; and 
judging by the enemy's fignal guns that tliey had tacked, made the 
fignal to wear, and flood to the weflward after them, but at daylight 
faw nothing of them. 

In tlic evening he deicried four fhips in fhore to the north-wcfl^ 
and on the 3d at five in die morning, faw the enemy off Negapatam, 
about a league to windward, formed in the line of batde a-hcad with 
their flarboard tacks on board. He made the fignal and formed his 
line a-head, with the flarboard tacks on board, and flood to the 
fbathward with an eafy fail. At fcven o'clock, obferving the enemy 
kept their wind» he made the fignal for making more fail, in order to 
get to windwWd, for that was me only probable means of bringing 
diem ioon to aflion, as they ^led better in general than our fqua* ' 
dron. At half an hour pafl eight they began to edge down upon 
him, and at nine were at about three miles diflance. He then made 
the fignal for the Elizabeth and Tyger to change places in the line, 
apprenending the enemy's leading mip in the van might be an over 
match fi>r the Tyger, At ten the enemy bore away, and fleered foi* 
our rear, by which means on the fea breeze fetting in about noon, 
our fquadron got the Weather gage of them; and at twenty minutes 
after the Admiral made the fignal for the leading fhip to fleer fix 
points from the wind, and at one o'clock got near, within random 
fhot of them ; their line being then in the form of a half moon, their 
van and rear being to windward of their center. About twenty mi- 
nutes after, obferving the enemies fhips in the van begin to fire on 
the Elizabeth, who was within mufket fhot of her, the Admiral 
made the fignal for battle, and began the engagement with the whole 
fquadron. Mr. D'Ach^, who was then under his topfails, in about 
ten minutes after fet his forefail, and kept more away 5 his fquadron 
did the fame, and continued a running fight in a. very irregular line 
till two o'clock, when the Comte de Provence^ the Enemies leading 

ihip. 
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(hip put before the wind, having cut away hermizen-maft onac- 1758* 
count of taking fire in the mizen top eight minutes after ; the 2kK 
4iaque and the fhips a-head of her kept more away, and were hnm?- 
diately followed by the (hips in the rear, which continued in an ir- 
regular line a-breaft, and increaied their diflance a little from us; on 
which Admiral Pocock made the iignal for a cloier engagement^ in 
order for all his line to bear down as fbon as poilible and rake theoi, 
which was immediately obeyed ; and we were able to keep within 
gun (hot of them till three o'clock, when obferving they began to 
make more fail, the Admiral hauled down the fignal for tnc line, and 
clofer engagement^ and made the general fignal to chafe; on which 
the enemy cut away their boats, and made all the fail they could, 
and flood about north north wefl; our fquadron purfued them with 
^11 the fail they could croud till near dark, when the enemy got off 
by outfailing us, and we were obliged to leave off chafe, and at 
eight o'clock anchored off Carical, 

The damage we received was, chiefly in our mafls and rigging, 
for the enemy's endeavours were (as in uie former adtion) to difinaft 
us. They did not appear to have fuffered much in their rigging, but 
they had about five hundred and forty men killed and wounded; 
among the latter were Mr. D'Ach^ and his Captain. There were no 
more than one and thirty Englifh killed, and one hundred and fixtcen 
wounded. Commodore Stevens received a mufquet ball in his fhouldcr. 
Captain Martin a wound in his leg by a fplinter. 

The Admiral had the pleafure, on this occafioif, of writing to the 
board of Admiralty, that the behaviour of all his officers and men 
was, in this a^on, entirely to his fatisfadtion. 

On the. 5th the Quccnborough intercepted a French fnow, named 
the Ruby, of about one hundred and twenty tons. She failed from 
the iflands the ifl of July, and was bound to Pondichery, loaded 
chiefly with fhot and medicines. 

The French fquadron continued in Pondichery road from the laft 
adion till the 3d of September, when they failed and proceeded di- 
redly to the iflands. Upon advice of their being failed, the Admiral 
fent the Qjjeenboroush off Ceylon ; for as it was very early in the 
feafon, it was probable^ they loight have been gone to cruize therea-*' 
bou(s. She returned the i/th without feeing them. 

1 HE 
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1758. The French were at this tkne driven to fiich ihtfb for t(r«t t^ 
Vv*- ^ money, that on the 7th of Auguft they feized and carried into Pon- 
dichery a large Dutch (hip from Batavia, bound to Negapatam, and 
havine taken for their own uie all the money, to the amount of feven 
or eight lack of roupeeS; they unloaded the cargo and detained the 
fhip. It is iaid M. Dupleix did the fan^ laft war. 

The fquadron having mbarked Major Caillaud^ with two lum**' 
dred and fifi^ men (from Trichinopoly) at Nc^patam, landed them 
at Madrafs tne acth of September. They remained there, taking in 
their water and ftores, till the fea(bii tallra upon them to proofed to 
Bombay. The Admiral, before his departure, in con&quence of an 
application from the fele£t committee, landed a Captain and Lieu- 
tenant, with a hundred and three marines, as a fiirther ftrength to; 
the ganifon. 

The French had withdrawn their i^hole garrifbn from Seringham, 
except a few Sepoys, who were left to deliver the dace to the Mai£b- 
reans: but Capt. Caillaud, before his departure from Trichinopoly, 
had made a dUpofiticm for attacking it before die troc^ arrived from 
Maiilbre; and the French Sepoys, upon his approach, abandoning 
the place, he took poilef&on of it without any lofs. 

Upon the news of the furrender of Fort St. David, the troops which 
garrifoned Arcot, Chengalaput andCarangoly, were ordered mto Ma^' 
drafs; for it was expedted the enemy would attack that ^ace next; 
but in caietheyihould go to the fouthward, and iiiveftDavecotah, 
which proved to be their defign, the Chief there had orders to aban-^ 
don the place ; and if the fquadron (hould be near him, to go on boatid 
with his garrifon, in order to come to Madrafs, if not, to retire to Tri- 
chinopoly; which lafl he efFe(5ted Without any diifitciilrv, by paf3ing 
through the Tanjore country. The French took pofTefTion of Dave-' 
cotah ; and foon after M.Lally crofled the Coleroon with his whole 
army, except feven or eight hundred, men, which he kft with M. 
Soupire ; a part of thefe afterwards were fcnt to the fouthward. M. 
Lally marched by Tninquebar, and the Danes fuppEcd him with 
fome ammunition and field pieces. He then encamped in the bounds, 
of Negapatam, and demanded of the Dutch a loan of money, and 
alfb of cannon, ammunition and pfovifions; but the Dutch denied 
that they ailifled him with any thing, except provifions, of which 

they 
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tKcy feht him cohtmual fuppKcs during the cxpedftioh to Tanjore,. 175B. 
The firft aft of hoilility committed by tt^ j'rcnch againft the Tan- ' 
jorcans, was the takiiYg pofitftioh of Nagore, their fca port, and fel- 
ling to Mr. Fiihcr, Colonel of Htiffars in tlicir fervlce, for t\vo lack 
ittd a halFdf roupecs, all tlic cffcdts that were found there belongin;^ 
to Ac country merchants from afl parts of India, to the value, &s was 
compatcd, of twBcc that fum. 

From Ncgapatam they marched to Trivalour, a pa|;oda, about 
fifteen miles on the road to Tanjore ; there they eftablifhed a maga- 
ilhi, and ffotfi thence ferit deputies to demand of the King of Tan^ 
jore fhe payment of a note foiced frohi hin^i by the French army, andt 
ChuhdaSiibi in the year * I749f fot fevcnty lack of roupces; and 
i\{o a free palSige tiiroiigh his country, for thfe army to march agaihrf 
Trfchinopoly. Dipt. CaiHaud, who cohiWiandfed in that .place, be- 
In^ dirAfled by the Prefidcncy of Madrafs to ufe all his endeavours to 
p^vfeht thfe King qf f anjore from being frightened into a compliance 
with £hfe]fe ddniands, had the fatisfaftion to find that the behaviour of 
tirt Frefich at Nigbtd had pi-ovoked the King's refentment, and he 
had already or^^ered Mofaagec with his troops to oppofc the march of 
the French. , One tlioufanq Sepoys, iaind five hundred Colleries, were 
ordtred to reinforce the Tanjoreans from Trichinopbly ; but as it 
was not fafc to part widi any Europfeans from tliat garrifon. Mo- 
nagcc, with his coUntry forces alone, was obliged to retreat before 
foTargfe d body of regulars. It was theii to be feared that they would 
ht reduced to thi neceffity of an accommodation ; but fuch was the 
opinion thty had formed of the French, that they chofe rather td 
ftand a fiege, than enter into a treaty with them M. Lally, pre- 
fuming that the conftancy of their refolutjons might be ftaggered by 
their late repulfe, fent an embafly to Tanjore of two officers and 
a prieft, to demand a pafiage for his army, by the neareft road 
to Trichinopoly 5 defiring at the fame time the afliftancc of his 
troops. The King confented to a paflage through his country, but 
not by the road which was defired. He alfo oflTered fome money, but 
indeed a very finall part of the fum demanded. As for the afliftancc 
of his troops, he abtolutely refiifed it. With this anfwer the officers 
returned to camp, leaving behind them the prieft, who fome time 
after afked a iecond audience ; at which, he not only infifted on the 
two former articles, but added to them the immediate payment of 

• See page 4, 

T five 
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1758. five lack pf roupees. The King exprcffed great furprizc at the pre- 
fumption of the prieft, but confented to give four lack; out of which 
he required fome deduftion fhould be made for the* damage done at 
Nagpre ; and as to the other articles, he gave the fame anfwer as be- 
fore. While they were treating, the army ftill kept advancing ; which 
juftly increafing the fufpicions of the King, he ordered the prieft to 
be difiniffed. At night the advanced guard of the French army fired 
fome fhot againft the town, from two pieces of cannon, which of 
confequence put an end to all negotiation. 

. The French loft every day fome Europeans, ,by the frequent fallies 
from the town ; at length they brought up their whole force againft 
it, which amounted to two thouland three hundred and feventy regu- 
lars, and a great number of difciplined Sepoys. The artillery which 
was already brought up, confifted of fourteen field pieces, and three 
of heavy cannon, and they had fourteen more at Trivalour. All this 
was not yet fufficient to deje£t the Tanjoreans- At this very time 
they had fent out a body of horfe, joined with, the Polygars of the 
country, to cut off the communication of the French with Carical ; 
and had already deftroyed fome convoys of provifions. Captain Cail- 
laud having had the good fortune to keep the King of Tanjore fteady 
to his true interefts, had alfo prevailed on Tondeman to afTift with all 
his people on this important occafion. A large body of his Peons 
entered Trichinopoly to reinforce that garrifon, while a confiderable 
party adapted for that fervice, were employed to harrafs the enemy 
and intercept their (iipplies. For thefe, arid his former fervices, tlic 
Governor and Council thought proper to reward Captain Caillaud 
with a Major's commifllon. 

M. Lally finding that he did not advance his affairs by hoftilities, 
and being in great want of provifions, and other neceflaries, attempted 
once more to perfuade the King of his fincerity, by fending him an 
officer of fome rank and quality^ and alfo a prieft, who were at once 
appointed to conclude an agreement, and to remain as hoftages. By 
this ftep he prevailed fo far, as to receive in hand fifty thoufand rou- 
pees, and a promife of four lack, as alfO of a fupply of three hun- 
dred hoffe, and one thoufand CoUeries; and oh his part he engaged 
immediately to remove the army from 'before the town. M. Lally 
making no motions towards the performance of this part of his agree- 
\ ment, the King of Tanjore refufed to let the two hoftages return *; 

and 
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and declared they fhould'not leave the town till the French army 1758. 
broke up from before it. This produced feveral meflages, and, at ^-^- v ^*-^ 
length, it was agreed that the King (hould forthwith fend him the 
three hundred horfe and CoUe'ries ; and for his own fccurity he might 
detain the gentlemen till the army was moved three days mafch 
from the place. The advantages of this treaty were all overthrowa 
by the hafty temper of M. Lally, who feeing only fifty of the three 
hundred horfemen arrive in camp, ordered them all into confinement; 
declaring aloud, that as the King had not kept his word in fending 
the full number engaged for, he would keep thofe he had prifoners 
till he fhould receive the whole. . . 

• The King upon this confined the two hoftages, and would not fend 
any more men till his people were relcafed. On the other hand M . 
Lally, pleafing himfelf with the thoughts of his having brought up all 
his heavy cannon, and eredied batteries, while he was amufing the King 
with a negotiation, began to fire upon the town, and had even made 
a confiderable breach, when the 1 anjoreans, determined on a gene- 
ral (ally. This they executed on the 9th of Auguft, with a furprizing 
fuccefs : for it will appear furprizing that a body of country troops, 
although their number in horfe. Sepoys and CoUeries was exceeding - 
large, (hould make anyimprefllion upon. lb ftrong aji army of Euro- 
peans, and difciplined Sepoys, as M. Lally had under his command, 
fupported by a large train of artillery. They attacked at once the 
French camp and batteries, killed about one hundred Europeans, 
took one gun, one tumbril of ammunition, two elephants, and fome 
horfes ; blew up four tumbrils of ammunition, and men returned into 
the town. 

fv'M. Lally quitting at once all his defigns, retreated towards 
Carical, leaving his guns fpiked upon the batteries. The Tan- 
joreans did not purfue him till the morning, when they came up with 
him upon his march, cut off fifty more of his tiien, and took two 
pieces of cannon and two mortars. The reft made their retreat toTri- 
valour, and from thence to Carical; and about the end of the month, 
the greateft part of the troops, and M. Lally himfelf, returned toPon- 
dichery. M. Soupire arrived there a few days before,* after making 
a march towards Wandewafh, and back by the way of Alanipar- 
vey. 

'T z They 
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Tmey moved a^ain about the beginning of Qdobetf and took 
pofl^ffion cf Arcot; they then returned^ and haying taken Ifripafiore^ 
continued fome time at Cox^everam^ colle£dng atnmunitiop and 
ftores, till they were joined by IVL De Bu%^, whk a body of three ot 
four hundred foot and as many horie^ from Golconda. Haying aHb re- 
taken Trinomalay^ th^y ihewed by their motions a defign upon Chen- 
galaput ; advancing towards that place with three or four, hundred 
Europeans, five hundred Sepoys, and &re pieces of cannon ; but were 
prevented by the arriyal of four companies of Sepoys. This rein^ 
ibrcemept came very opportunely for the preservation of a poft of £b 
much confequence, as it covered aU the countries on this fide the 
Pollar; and, when in pofTeflion of the enemy, would expoie even our 
own limits to incurfioi^i be a harbour for defertef s from out owa gar* 
riibn, aiid prevent fupplies of firewood, grain, and other provifions, 
froni coming into the' town. For thefe rcafbns it was reiblved, that 
the prefent garrifon of nine companies of Sepoys, with a ierjeant^ 
corporal, and twelve gunners, fhould be reinforced by a detachment 
of icventy Europeans, This was the more r^dily determined^ a& 
there would be no e^pence of tranfporting flx)rc$, the pay. of the 
Sepoys would be no more there than at N^drafs, and yet their force 
would be fufficient to reiift aqy fudden afeult. The enemy, if they 
refolved to take the place, mpft have been under a neceility of 
bringing up their whole amiy, or at kaft a confiderable part of it, and 
alfo a train of battering cannon, with proportionable ftoies: all 
which would be attended with fuch aq expence and lois. of time as 
they would probably think more than equal to the benefits arifing 
from the conqucft of the place. The juftnefs of tl^cfe conqLulions 
appeared in the end; for the enemy, influenced by the fame reaions, 
waved their defigns upon the place, which, it is to be fuppofed, they 
heartily repented during the fiege of Madraf?. Captain Preflori was 
ordered to take the command of the fort, and to repair the works.: 
he foon put it into fuch a ftate as made it defenfible againft a coup, de 
main, and by that means fecured it till fuch time as. M^ Lally h^ar^ 
of the arrival of Colonel Draper's regiment on the Malabar coaiii and 
then he haflened every thing for the immediate attack of Madfafs. 

Colonel Draper himfelf arrived in September, with part of 
his regiment; and aboUt the middle of Odoher it was determined 
that he fhould march with a battalion of our troops as far as Wande-r 
lour, wliile Colonel Lawrence took poft with another at the Mount, 

to 
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^Intftlfftdliiic^tpfiippo^ ^ Thk was done to make the 

enemy cautious of bringing a heavy , train on this fide the livef ; and, 
bv the check it gave to their motions, iecured an opportunity of fup* 
Vf^ ^ garduio of Ckeagalaput wjth th$ aeedf^ ftoFCs;^ 

. Im the iBtea time ifijuf Cawa waa orden4 to maieh towards 
ib^&Qia Trichini^ly; and he. accocdJAgk- ftt out ^e fetk of 
^PYtmhor with twa tboufiuid vmH di&ipUned S^sj^s, and two li|h« 
i^pi^ces. la bi9 way he took Ellaj/aoaibse. 

The Nabob having reoomneaded t^ the GD Vi > Re i^ A» et^qgi^g 
a party of Marattas, as the moft e£EeduaI method of preventing^ the 
9^^tfiy ffiQin,traB4>orting their aitilleirj^ by land fef the fioge of fort 
^* Gpoag^ a propoial was iixA to Moraiow ibon ^ftsr deleft of S«« 
Payid'si V(ith which he cooxpHed, and engaged to fted kis Vaked to* 
|4^jI|aJ(s. to i^tde the tem^. According tq their diktory we^ of pf>o« 
c§§4ff)g the Vakeel did not amw till October;, it was then agreed 
ih^t Msrw^QW^Quld &nd twothpufiqid ho^o to our s^fl^knce; that 
$ve thouj^nd roupee^ ihould be advanoed at Royal Chefow^ a place 
m^^ Tnpe^^ for theeispnce of five huadred hoi^e^ w^h were to 
foiff^h upoa th^ fit& notace» £> a& to arnue at Chengalapisrt in tweB^-- 
^ye day^from the timet the Vaked ifaould leave M^a&w 

That teo tbouiaod roupee% foe the cKpenoeo^ the odle^ fifteen 
i^UQ^j horfib ihooULhc; paid at, Qult^ ff}ixk whioh {dace they were 
^ i^t QHtft and anive at ^heogataput in fbriy-five day& fkxn the time 
t^^Yifktied ^uldiloaiie i^dadiais; and that ten thou^nd rpupees fhould 
^P9J^:Q0k the. accuffidiof thci j^iivw thoufiLnd h^ri^ at^Chengalaput; 
7^1^.tW^llQ>-JiMetkeuraadiro£^ advanced as^ above to be deduoed 
mk ^fi ^. aUowMOEvto tke^ troops of hotf* a rooeee pe^day each 
kP^jfen^Mli wlvfih wasi taconanMrnce f»» tk^ dsiy of theif arrival at 
Chengsjftjttfti 

Tift^ ^slvciiitfthe^ dc^^ ^wacice might be iet-tkd to the 
S%|d^9, (qc CnPMP^jiders. of the tipops) and, ^ie for each horfe 
w^ij^h i]p^ul^ he kiUediii^ ouil fesvice i» the-timorof action; and it 
WA3t a(;Q»r4ipg}y agi;^duthat an. allowance^ of thiFty roupee^ per day 
fl^oviJjci: be: n^die fas. alii, the Sardass and* Jemidare^ and &at for 
^i S4c4lf'^ihp^ kilhKiia battle one tkodaadi roupees &outd^ be al-* 

lowed 
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1758. lowed, and four hundred ro\ipecs for each horfc bcldngmg to the reft- 
v^ ' /- ^ of the troops. 

Intelligence being received that M. Lally had beei) reinforced, 
by the daily jundtion of confiderable parties, it was thought nolono;er 
advifeable to truft a part of our force at fo great a diftance as Wahde- 
iour; therefore Colpael Draper was defircd to return to the Mount as 
foon as he (hould hear that the ftores, for the protedion of which he 
remained till then "in. thofe parts, were fafely arrived. Colonel 
Draper accordingly moved from Wandelour the 1 1 th of November, 
and joined the other battalion at the Mount. 

. This place, of which. mention has been already made, and which 
will hereafterfrequently.be fpoken of,, is an eminence, properly 
palled St. Thomas's Mount, fropi an ancient tradition, that the 
Apoftle St. Thomas had, preached the gofpel to the Indians on that 
ipot. He has always been confidercd as the tutelar faint of the place, 
and at this day a Portugueze prieft officiates in a chapel dedicated to 
him, which ftands on the top of the mount. It is juftly efteemed for 
the goodnefs of the air, and the pleafantnefs of the fituation, on 
which account a number of villas have been built by the gentlemen 
of Madrafs, ^ith gardens all furrounded with brick walls breaft-high. 
In this ftation, which is about nine miles from Fort St. George, the 
two battalions ' remained till the 6th of December; when Colonel 
Lawrence receiving intelligence of a great augmentation of the enemy's 
force at Wandelour, fcnt his Aid de Camp to Fort St. George, to 
defire he might be reinforced with as many more men as poffible. 
Accordingly a party was ordered, and marched that afternoon at five 
o'clock j but at the fame time the Governor was defired to write to 
Colonel Lawrence, to remind him that the utmoft caution was necef^ 
fary at this important crifis; and that it would be too hazardous to 
venture an a(9ion, unlefs upon terms of the highefl advantage. 

Colonel Lawrence havinjg receivedtheGovernor'sletter,and at 
the fame time hewing the enemy was ia motion, and confidering the 
weak ftate of the garrifon, ordered three companies of infantry to march 
. to the little Mount with the two twelve pounders, as if to reinforce the 
party cantoned there ; but at the iame time they were dircded to 
march to Madrafs. Thefe motions were made the 7th, and now the 
danger of Chengalaput being removed, and that fort having received 

all 
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dll its fupplies^ the reafoiis for maintaming the poft at the Mount no 
longer fubfiftcd: therefore it was determined to draw the whole force 
nearer to the garrifon ; and accordingly the enemy having advanced 
within .fight of the Mount in the afternoon of the 9th, our army re- 
tired that evening to the Choultry-plain, and there encamped. 

The French army under the command of M. Lally, encamped at 
the Mounts and their advanced guard took poft at Marmelan. 

The enemy having marched from the Mount, the 12th in the 
morning, appeared about day-break upon Choultry-plain. Our army 
afttt about two hours cannonading, retired into the garrifon, and the 
enemy encamped upon the fpot which our troops abandoned, about a 
mile and a half to me fbuthward. At the fanie time their advanced 
guards took poiTefiion of the Garden-houfe, and the neighbouring 
village, in order to inveft the town. The whole force of the enemy 
was three thoufand five hundred Europeans, two thoufand Sepoys, 
and as many horfe. 

Nothing of any confequence pafled the next day, which was 
chiefly fpent in reconnoitring ; this occafioned a few (hot to be fired, 
but without much efFedt. 

Three pofts which we held in the Black Town were reinforced, 
not with a defign to make an obftinate refiftance, but to retard their 
progrefs as much as poffible, and then retreat towards the Fort in 
fuch a manner^ as to run no rifque of being cut off. 

Early in the morning of the 14th of December, M. Lally 
marched in two columns to attack, and take pofleilion of the Black 
Town, whofe large extent made it impoffible for our fmall force to 
difpute it with the enemy; there had been pofted only tWo or three 

Eicquets in fuch parts as were neareft to Fort Si. George. Upon M*. 
^ally's approach, they made a hafty retreat towards the Fort, and in- 
creafed tne general confufion, which at firft was but too vifible ; occa- 
fioned by the numbers of black people, women and children, who 
came thronging towards the Fort for protedlion. It appeared neceflary 
to do Ibmething immediately, to reftore the fpirits of the garrifon; and 
to convince the enemy that we were npt to be taken fb eafily as they 
had been taught to believe. Colonel Draper imagining that the moft 

probable 
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Sy^^. ppobabk Aeahs of produding this dfed isttght be hf makh^ h Allf^ 
ftnd (Uflodging the ^emy, Ivkilft cb^ ^(^ere. yet Imi^ttled, itnd per^ 
haps pliHi^rtng ; for indeed thter apptfcnt contempt of the garriion^ 
and known want of diftripline^ £)emed to mvit£ to the Qifdeitakngi 
refolved to ofier hii!^]^!! to cOmimAMta ^arty for that icrvtcfe. He 
communicated his thoughts to the Governor and Colonel Laurence, 
to whofe ^eri6tr ddithOrlty; and great ^dgfnent, be pFaid the tstfttoft 
deference. They were both of his opinion; and^ according to his r6- 
queft, gave him five hundred men and two field pieces. At the fame 
thne o&t huncb^d and fifty men i^nder Major Brereton^ marchd} at 
fomc diAaqee iSipon Colonel Draper's right flank, to obierve LalAy'^ 
brigade, and preveAt their oolmng upon them from the north part of 
the Black, Town» by which diey had entered. 

Th £ WStvk mtfrched oiti of the gafriibri wkh gnftaS reiblution ; and 
had their regularity and obedience to orders been tqfxHk to their 
ipirits> much might have been done) for thtS^'reilch fiilffierdd our people 
to form upon their left flank, miftaking them for Lally's brigade. The 
fire of our artillery loaded with grape, foon convinced them of their 
crroi'; they immediately fell into the greateft confofion, abandoned 
their cannon, and thought of nothing out laving themfelves. Had a 
proper advantage been made of this critical moment, the confeqtieace 
might have been fatal to the enemy. Colonel Draper's exhortations 
to the foldiery, to ceafe firing> and pufli the broken remains of the 
French with fixed bayonets^ were quite inefire<£hial ; though he liimtr 
felf advanced forwards to fet tliem the example. But as he was fol- 
lowed only by four grenadiers, being unfupported^ he was obliged 
to retire ; for of the four brave fellows who went on with him, two 
were killed^ the other two dangeroufly wounded. 

Colonel Drainer's march, pofitions, and retreat, are repfe- 
iented bv a dotted line in the plan of Madrafs. The Colonel pro- 
ceeded through the ftteet by the line (i) till he came to ( j) where he 
perceived Ibme of the enemy, and received a fcattermg fire. To check 
.then^ he left two platoons, and marched on widi the tdk to the pofition 
(6)> where he had a fair view of the Lorraine regiment and Indian bat- 
talions in the flank (4), for they expeded him in anoAer feeet a little 
higher up (2), and had pointed four guns in that diredion. Our can^ 
non (6) began to play bnildy with grape, and with the muflcetry 

made 
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made luch htvock among the enemy, that they foon fell into confu- lycS, 
fion, and ran 'a-crofi the ftreet under cover of fome huts. 

' Colonel Draper then advanced towards their guns (from 
\rhich they had only fired three fliot) and exchanged a piflol with 
the officer, ; who c^ered to furrender them ; and had there been any 
m^n to bring them off, they would have been taken : but our troops 
having, like the French, thrown themfelves in among fome old walk, 
and under cover of houies, gave the enemy time to rally ; and con- 
fbfion became fo vifible among our people, that Colonel Draper 
thought it moft prudent to retreat, which he began by marching 
down the ftreet, as the dotted line (8) (hews; but unfortunately about 
ei^ty of his men not paying a due regard to the motions of the 
reft, (which might be owing to the black drummers having run 
aiway, who fhould have beat the retreat,) were fhut up by the enemy 
in the fquare (7), and taken prifoncrs : Colonel Draper being joined 
by Major Brereton at (6), who had marched to fupport him by the line 
(9), continued his retreat with little lofs to the Fort, notwithftand- 
ing the regiment of Lally came from the Armenian church to the 
little bridge (10), and, with two pieces, fired grape at our troops 
pafllng along (8) but they nioftly fell fliort. 

Could regularity and obedience to the ofiicers orders have been 
prefervcd among tne men in this fally, it might in all probability 
nave prevented the fiege of M adrafs, and have ended in the total 
overthrow of the Lorraine regiment, and the two battalions of India; 
as it was, they had thirty ofiicers or more killed and wounded, and 
near three hundred men. The Count D'Eftaing, a Brigadier General, 
was taken prifoner in the beginning of the adtion. Our lofs was 
Major Poller mortally wounded; Captain Pafc-all (hot through the 
body; Captain Hume mortally wounded and taken; Captain Lieute- 
nant BUhock killed ; Lieutenant Elliot fliot through the body; Lieu- 
tenant Smith wounded and taken ; Lieutenant Blair wounded and * 
taken; Enfign Cook wounded and taken; and Enfign Chafe, mor-^ 
tally wounded and taken. Our lofs of men was one hundred and 
tlirec taken, of which nintecn were wounded, about fifty were left 
dead on the fpot, and the fame number came in wounded; fo that 
we fuffered a diminution of more than two hundred men, and nine 
ofiicers. 
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1758. In the. beginning of December Major Caillaudt from iii» 
known intereft and influence with the country powers, was fent with 
letters from the Prelidency to the King of Tanjore, Tondeman, and 
the other Polygars in that part of the country, in order to procure 
aiiiftance from them, with which the Major was to join Captain 
Prefton and Ifbuf Cawn, and take the command of that party. 

The danger both from the enemy and the feafon were no fmall ob- 
jections to mis undertaking; for as it was extremely difficult to guard 
againil the former, the danger of the latter was not lefs to be appre- 
hended, fince it was the very height of the Monibon; and there was 
no way of going to the fbuthward but by iea in an open boat, within 
reach of many garrifons which the enemy now pofreiTedf on the 
coaft. The PrdSdcncy having duly weighed all thefe difficulties, were 
determined at length to hazard them on account of the uncertain (late 
of affairs at the court of Tanjore, and the danger of its falling under 
the abfolute influence of the French. Major Caillaud was tWefore 
ordered to proceed, which he did in the manfier aforementioned; and 
having overcome all the difficulties which of confequence attended 
fuch a voyage at that ieaibn, he landed at the Danifh Fort of Tran- 
quebar ; from whence as foon as the rains abated, which was aJbout 
the middle of December, he reached Tanjore. He found, at his ar- 
rival, the face of that court ftrangely altered. Monagee, the Prime 
Minifter, and all his adherents had been turned out, and a new fet 
placed at the head of affairs. When he fpoke to the King, he ibund 
him ready to con&nt to every thing he afked ; but as fbon as his back 
was turned^ the new council over^t it all, by perfuadine the King it^. 
was better to wait and lee the event, and then fide with the flrongeft^ 
according to the policy of eaflern courts. This did not abiblutely 
difcourage the Msyor, who perfevered till he was promiied a body of 
five hundred horfe, which were to be got ready as foon as poffible. 
While this was in agitation, the Major received the firft advices that 
tlie enemy had invefted Madrafs, and were in poiTefljon of the Black 
Town. The King had alio received the account; and as it ia natu- 
ral to fuppofe, the exaniple of Fort St. David, which hid been fo 
fbon given up, and his fears for die fate of t;be *niy fettlement we 
)iad left, created new doubts and new. delays. Major Caillaud was 
put off from day to day, but at lafl he carried his point, though 
for no more than three hundred horfe, which the company was to 

pay. 
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pay. He had coUefted about the fame number of Sepoys, all chofen 1759. 
men, well difciplined and aftive, and fo they proved ; for in eleven 
days they marched two hundred and fifty miles, and got to Chenga- 
laput* There he heard the party he was to command was at thd 
Mount. Upon this intelligence, the Major, leaving his men who 
were too much fatigued to follow him at that time, took frefh horfes 
and arrived at the Mount about two in the morning. 

Here he found that Ifouf Cawn, (who after feveral encounters had 
ftill fifteen hundred Sepoys, and two thoufand horfe) had been joined 
by Captain Prefton, with part of the garrifon of Chengalaput, confiding 
of about fix hundred Sepoys, fixty Europeans, and fix three pounders. 
There were alfo added to this party. Captain Vaflerot, with ten 
of his troopers. The occafion of his coming was the immediate ne- 
ceflity of fupplying this little army with money, which being indiA 
penfibly urgent. Captain Vaflerot offered himfelf to lead ten of his 
troopers, who fhould each carry a bag of a thoufand pagodas to the 
camp, and this he mofl: gallantly effeded. 

With this body of troops Captain Preft:9n had frequently cut off 
the enemy's fupplies by land, and furprized one convoy with a number 
of fpare arms and tents for three thoufand men, which he took. He 
kept M. Lally in cpnfliant alarms, by continually moving about, but 
ftill keeping fo near him, as greatly to difturb and harrafs him. Cap- 
tain Prefton had repulfed feveral detachments from the French army; 
and, in one adtion, which had been very fevere, had the good fortune 
to di^erfe great part of the black forces, which obliged the enemy 
to move off towards Arcot to recruit; from whence they had re- 
turned with an augmentation of the country troops three days before 
Major Caillaud joined the army. 

Captain Preston's adlivity, as it merited all the acknowledg- 
ments which were beftowcd on it by the garrifon, was in effedl, the greateft 
interruption to the befiegers. At length Mr. Lally, thoroughly fen- 
fible of the check this flying camp could at all tiities give to his de- 
figns, refolved to fend fuch a force againft them as would crufti them 
cffedually. He ufed to fay they were like the flies, no fooner beat 
off from one part, but they came to another. For this purpofe he 
ordered a detachment of fix hundred Europeans, fifteen hundred Se- 
ll 2 poys. 
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1759 poys, all his cavalry, (which confifted of near three hundred Euro- 
pean dragoons, and about one hundred HuiTars, with a thoufandMa* 
rat$as,) and ten pieces of cannon, to attack them. Notice being re- 
ceived before day that a large body of the enemy were advancing. 
Major CaiUaud prepared to receive them, by pofting his troops to the 
beft advantage. It has already been faid, that round the bottom of 
the Mount, many inclofures had been made^ and gardens laid out, 
furrounded with brick walls parapet high not to intercept the prof- 
pe£t. On the Mount, and behind thefe garden walls, the Mdor had 
made the beft difpofition he could of his infantry. His cavSfy were 
all drawn up on the right, being the beft ipot where they could a£t. 
As the day broke the enemy appeared in fight, and the cannonade 
began. Their cavalry was inclining very faft to the right, about three 
hundred paces from the front of our left. It was moftly their Eu- 
ropeans who pufhed on that fide, while dieir Sepoys endeavoured t(> 
occupy all the banks and places on our left, for there they could be 
under cover. Their cavalry made a ftand as foon as they came oppo- 
fite to ours, to whom orders were immediately fent to charge. They 
readily obeyed, and moved on with a good countenance for about one 
hundred yards; but finding the enemy were advancing upon them 
with the fiime intention, they were feized with a pannick^ and fled 
with the utmoft precipitation. 

The French cavalry who were forcmoft, purfued a little too ea- 
gerly a large body that were preffing through an interval, which is be- 
tween the village and the foot of the Mount. They were fbon ftop- 
ped by a difcharge from a party of foot, which had been pofted there. 
Upon tliis they retreated, not without lofs. Things went on a lit- 
tle better on the left. The village was well defended, and two or 
three times taken and re-taken, till at length, after three hours dif- 
pute, it was loft by the rafhnefs of the officer who commanded that 
poft ; who feeing the enemy retreat in fome confufion, indifcreetly 
purfued, not obferving a party that was ready to fupport them. This 
party ftopped him, and drove him out of the village which he never 
after could recover. 

Thus ftood affairs about ten o'clock in the morning, when the 
enemy, tired of attacking, contented themfelves with cannonading us 
feverely, in hopes, by that means, they might diflodge us : but 
though our people fuffered a good deal, they could not prevail; there- 
fore 
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fore about four they made another attack; but the garden walls were 1759. 
fo lined with mufquetry, that it quite difpirited them, and they be- ^ 
gan to think of a retreat. At the clofe of the evening they moved off 
their artillery, and foon after their whole body, and left us mafters 
of the field of battle, where we remained about two hours, which 
was all the time that Major Caillaud thought proper to ftay, having 
no ammunition left for his artillery, and very little for the ndufque- 
try : he therefore moved off in the night towards Chengalaput, the 
only place from whence he could be fupplied. The lofs of the 
enemy in this affair was about one hundred and feventy Europeans 
killed and wounded, and near three hundred Sepoys. 

In the beginning of the iiege, M. Lallv, who had made very free 
with the Dutch ever fince his arrival in the country, was pleaied to 
give them another proof of what little refpedt he paid to their neutra- 
trality, by feizing the Fort of Sadrafs, a fettlement of theirs on the 
coaft, equally diftant from Pondichery and Madtafs. Being refolved 
to make a magazine of this place, he turned out the Dutch fbldiers 
and garrifoned it with French; giving for a reafon, that he did it to 
prevent our taking it, which he pretended was our defign. 

When it had paiTed into the hands of our enemy. Major C-aillaud 
thought proper to lay a plan for furprizing it, and difpofed his march 
fo as to be there about four o'clock in the morning. The darknefs of 
the night deceiving the guides, he could not reach Sadrafs, . which is 
twenty miles from Chengalaput till late next day, which effedtually 
difappointed his fcheme, as ne was not ftrong enough to attempt it 
by open force. An accident, however, made him amends for his 
difappointment. At night his patroles brought him one of M. Lai- 
ly's mcfTengers, with a letter diredted to the Governor of Pondichery; 
which is fo extraordinary, that it would be unpardonable not to in- 
fert it with the other occurrences relative to the fiege of Fort St* 
George ; efpecially as it is a moft authentic proof that the garrifon 
owed their deliverance to their own bravery and condudt^ and not to 
the arrival of the (hips, fince they did not appear till after the writing 
of this letter. 



Au 
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1759- ^^ ^"^P Levant Madras le 14 Fcvricr, 1759. 



v« 



Monsieur, 
" II auroit un beau coup a fairc id, il y a un Vaiflcau en 
cctte rade de vingt pieces de canon charge de toutes les richefles 
de Madras et qu'on dit y devoir refter jufqu au yingtieme : TExpedi- 
tion vicnt d'arriver mais M. Gorlin n'eft point homme a Tattaqucr, 
puis qu'il la deja fait fuir une fois. Le Briftol d'un autre coti a peine 
a paru k St. ThomiS que fur la nouvelle vague des treize Vaiffeaux de 
Portonove il a pris I'epouvantte ct apres avoir debarquec les munitions 
dont il etoit charge, il n'a feulement pas voulu fe donner le tems de 
reprendre douze pieces de ion canon quil nous avoit prete pendant le 
fiege ; fi j'etoit juge du point d'honneur des officiers de la compagnie, 
je le caflerois comme un verre, ainfi que quclques autres : or la Fidelle 
ou ce meme Briflol, avec fes douze canons de plus, fuffiroit pour fe 
rendre maitre du batiment Anglois, s'il pouvoit parvenir a gagner le 
vent fur luy dans Tobicurit^ de la nuit. Maugendre et Tremillier font, 
dit on, tres bons et nc duflcnt ils fervir qu'au tranfport de deux cens 
blefses que nous avons ici, le fervice feroit d'importance. 

** Nous fbmmes toujours dans la meme pofition : la breche faite 
depuis quinze jours, toujours a quinze toizes du mur de la place, 
ct jamais ne levant la tfete* pour la regarder, Je comptc qu'en 
arrivant a Pondichcry nous chercherons tous a apprendre quelqu'au- 
trc metier, car celuy.de la guerre cxige trop de patience. 

•* De quinze mille Cipayes dont Tarm^e eft cens^e compos^e, j'en 
compte a peu pres huit cens fur la route de Pondichery, charg^ de iucre 
et de poivre et autres marchandifes, quant aux Coulis, ils font tous 
employes pour le m^me objet depuis le jour que nous ibnmies arriv^ ici. 

*' Je prendrai mes mefures^des aujourd'huy pour embrafer la villc 
noire et fiure fauter la Poudriere, vous n^imaginercz jamais que ce font 
cinquante deferteurs Franyois et une centaine de Suifles qui tiennent 
en arret deux mille hommes des troupes du Roy et de la Compagnie 
qui font encore ici exiftant, malgr^ les 6tats furchag^s que chacun fait 
ici a fa guife de la boucherie qu'on en a fait, ct vous ferez encore plus 
furpris fi je vous difois, que fans les deux combats et les quatres bat- 
tailles que nous avous efluyc, et fans les deux batteries qui ont et^ 
manqu^es ou faites de travers, pour parler plus clairement, nous n'au- 

rion$ 
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fions pas perdu cinquantes hommes depuis le commencement du fiege, i ^ ro. 
jufqucs aujourd'huy. J*ay ecrit i M. de Larche, s'H pcriifte a ne point 
vcnir ici, tirera dc Targent qui voudra des Polcagdrcs, ce nc fera pas 
moy, et je renonce, comme je vous en ai deja prevcnu il y a plus d'un 
moisp a me mder dired:ement ni indiredement de tout ce qui pent 
avoiritaport a v6tre adminiftration^ foit civile foit mUitaire; Tiraiplus 
tdt commander les CafFres de Madagafcar que de'reftcr dons cette 
Sodome^ qu'il n^ft pas poffible que le feu des Anglois ne detruife 
tdt ou tard au defaut de cduy dti C'ieL 

Fay rhonneur d6tre, &c. 

LALLY." 

<* Je fuis obligor de vous prevenir que M'' De Soupire ayant refusi^ 
de prendre le commandement de cette armee que je luy ai ofFert, et 
auqud 11 eft autorif^ par le douHe de mes expedlitions que la cour luy 
avoit remis, il faudra que malgre vous, avec le confeil, vous vous eii 
chareiez. Je m engage feulement a vous la ramener foit a Arcatte,foit 
a Sadrafe, cnvoyez y vos ordres, ou portez vous y vous m^e pour la 
Commander, car je la quite en y arrivant." 

Translation of an iatercepted letter from M. Lallv to 

M. DE Leyrit. 

From the camp before Madrafs, the 14th of 
February 1759* 
" A GOOD blow might be ftruck here: there is a ihip in the 
road, of twenty guns, laden with all the riches of Madrafs, which it is 
(aid will remain there till the 20th. The Expedition is juft arrived, 
but M. Gorlin is not a man to attack her i for (he has made him run 
away once before. The Briftol, on the other hand, did but juft 
make fier appearance bcfor^ St. Thomas, and on the vague report of 
thirteen fhips coming from Porto Novo, fhe took fright; and after 
landing the provifions with which ihe was laden, fhe would not ftay 
long enough, even to take on board twelve of her own guns, which 
file had lent us for the iiege. 

** If I was the judge of the point of honour of the Company's 
cfficcrs, I would break hin* like glafs, as well as fome others of 
them. 

** Thb 
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1759. " The Fiddle, or the Harlem, or even the aforcfaJd^Briftol, vrfth 
her twelve guns reftored to her, would be fufficient to mjike them- 
felves mailers of the Englifli (hip, if they could manage fi> as to get 
to windward of her in the night. Maugendre and Tremillier are &id 
to be good men; and were they employed only to tranfport two 
hundred wounded men, that we have here, their &rvice woukl be 
of import^ce. 

" We remain ftill in the fame pofition: the breach made thefc 
fifteen days; all the time within fifteen toifes of the wall of the 
place, and never holding up our heads to look at it. 

" I RECKON we fliall, at our arrival at Pondichery, endeavour to 
learn fome other trade; for this of war requires too much patience. 

*« Of fifteen hundred Sepoys which attended our army, I reckon 
near eight hundred are employed upon the road to Pondichery, laden 
with fugar, pepper, and other goods; and as for the Coulis, they are 
all employed for the fame purpoie, firom the firft day we came here. 

** I AM taking my meafures fi-om this day to fct fire to the Black- 
town, and to blow up the powder-mills. 

" You will never imagine, that fifty French defertcrs, and one 
hundred Swifs, are anally ftopping the progreis of two thou&nd men 
of the King's and Company's troops, which are ftill here exifting, 
notwithftanding the exaggerated accounts that every one makes here, 
according to his own fancy, of the flaughter that nas been made of 
them ; and you will be ftill more furprized, if I tell you, that, were 
it not for the two combats and four battles we fuftained, and for the 
batteries which failed, or, to fpeak more properly, which were un- 
Ikilfully made, we fhould not have loft fifty men, from the com- 
mencement of the fiege to this day. 

"I HAVE wrote tQ.M. dc Larche, that if he perfifts in not 
coming here, let who will raife money upon the Polygars for me, I 
will not do it : and I renounce (as I informed you a month ago I 
would do) meddling, diredly or indiredUy, with any thing whatever 
that may have relation to your adminiftration, whether civil or mili- 
tary. For I had rather go and conunand the CafFres of Madagafcar, 

than 
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than remain in this Sodom; which it is impoffible but the fiw of the 1^59. 
Englifli muft deftroy, fooner or later, even though tliat from Heaven 
fhould not. / • 1 

I Jiave the honour to be, &c. &c. 

Signed, L A L L Y. 

P. S. I THINK it neceflary to apprize you, that, as M. de Soupire 
has refufed to take upon him the command of this army, which I 
have offered to him, and which he is impowered to accept, by having 
received from the court a duplicate of my commiflion, you muft of 
Dcccflity, together with the council, take it upon you. For my part, 
I undertake only to bring it back, either to Arcot or Sadrafs. Send 
therefore, your orders, or come yotirfelves to command it; for I (hall 
quit it upon my arrival there. 

Upon the receipt of this letter, which was immediately fent to 
Madrafs, Major CaDlaud marched back again, to be near the fort, 
and to be ready for what fervice ihight be required of him. M. Lally 
had not time to execute his intentions of burning the Black-town, 
for on the 1 6th in the evening, at length arrived our long expedted 
reinforcement : on their firft appearance he got ready for his march, 
and the next morning he was near out of fight. He left behind 
him all his heavy cannon, about forty pieces, and a large quantity of 
flores. And thus Madrafs was faved, after a fiege of nine weeks, to 
the great honour of all thofe who were concerned in its defence. 
Colonel Lawrence, who commanded, had the fatisfadion to fee all 
his fervices in the country crowned by a moft honourable defence of 
the capital. His judgement and experience were nobly feconded 
by the spirited conduft and bravery of Colonel Draper and Major 
Brereton. The Governor, Mr. Pigot, contributed alfo greatly to 
ttieir fuccefs, by his prudent management of the ftores, and the regu- 
larity which he enforced : he frequently vifited all the pofts, and was 
very liberal to thofe who diftingui(hed tnemfelves upon the works. 

The fum of fifty thoufand roupees had been promifed, as an en- 
couragement and reward to the garrifon for their good behaviour, in 
cafe they ihould, by their refiftance, oblige the enemy to raife the 

X fiege. 
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if$f* ittgc* Immcdiatok^^ oDon the gome off of die French the momy "wAi 
' ifluedy.tnd two thiros diftributed among the Europeans^ and one 
third to the Sepoys and Lafcars. 

, A SIEGE which occifioned the exerticm of {o much judgment, 
fkjQ, and indefatigable adtivitv, as wete (hewn by the Governor and 
military officers, deierves to be recorded in the moft circumftantial 
marnitTrf 'efpeciaily as' the minute cf)erations for tl^ defence of the 
works will be inftru^ve to all who either praAice or delight in the 
art of fortification. It is veiy fortunate that a particular detail of all 
the operations has been delivered, in a journal taken up<m the ipot by 
the principal engineer: iiich a curiofity mufl be the more acceptable» 
Ita it is certainlv tare; diere having been few infbances^ of late years^ 
of anyplace which l»s been & ierioufly attacked^ and £6 obAioately 
and iucceisfully defended* 
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Siege of Fort St. George, 

Begun the 12th of December, 1758 j 
Ended the 17th of February, 1759* 

By J. CALL, Chief Engineer. 



DURING the fally, the enemy fired fevcral fhot from fome 1758. 
field-pieces into the fort, but did no damage j they were quiet v—-,,— ^ 
the remaining part of the day, and we only fired a few cannon Thurfday 
iMi thofe places where we imagined they were at work. No Europeans Dec, 14. 
were to DC had this day for a working party; but I luckily collefted a 
few Coolcvs, bricklayers, and other artificers, and fet them to make 
ft dam in tne gut at (c), to (hut up the communication between the 
water in the river and ditch, left the eneiny fhould cut the dam (d), 
which kept up the water two feet or more, and thereby drain 10 
much off. This was a piece of work on which much depended, and 
which, with difficulty, I got finifhed before nig^t. I alfo fet up a 
pallifadoe in an opening under the fouth ^ank of the royal bafHon (e), 
and removed ibme gabions, fa&ines, and other materials, which 
were in the way on the ramparts. 

X z Sevjiral 
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1758. Several deferters have come in from the enemy this day and 
^-— V — -^ yefterday; w^ho all agree in their reports, that the enemy loft many 
Dec. 1 5, jnen and officers in yefterday's adlion. The enemy fired not a fhot 
this day from cannon or fmall arms, nor have they been perceived 
any vsrhere at vv^ork ; though wc have many informations of their 
ereAing batteries, and fire how and then at die fuipe^Sed places. By 
the enemy's reconnoitring and fituation, it ieems as if they intended 
to attack the north front by the north-eaft angle ; I therefore con- 
fidered what was moft neceflary to be done to oppofe them, and 
refolved to compleat the blind which I intended before the old north- 
caft baftion, and to ereft a fafcine battery on the glacis, before the 
ftioulder of the eaft face of the horth-eaft baftion ; which battery is 
to reach quite down to the furf, and intended to fweep under the bank 
of the glacis, which had been cut down by the fca, and afforded 
good cover for an enemy. It was alfo determined to fe< up a palli- 
fiidoe before the fca gate, and to clofe up with ftones the fmall gate 
on each fide the large one. A Captain,^ two fubalterns, and one 
hundred meff, befides all the blacks I could colled, were ordered on 
the above fervices, with MefT. Leigh, Eifer, and Stevenfbn, en- 
gineers. 

i6, Aparty of forty volunteers, and forty Sepoys, were this night 

ordered out, about eleven o'clock, to give the enemy an alert, and, 
if pofTible, nail up fome pieces of cannon which it was faid were in 
the Bl^ck town*; but. they had not proceeded much beyond the glacis', 
before the enemy's advanced centinels gave their fire, and alarmed 
their whole force; fo that our party, on hearing the drufia beat to 
arms, retired. A party of one hundred foldiers, and fixty-fiveScpoys, 
were this morning paraded for working, and diftributed chiefly to the 
works mentioned ycfterday, which were nearly finifhed by night; 
and . the pallifadoe round the fea gate Viranda entirely compleated.1 
Fafcines were alfo laid round, to form a parapet on that part of the 
fea gate battery. which^had none; and fome fand bags laid for the fame 

n purpofe in part of the barbet battery towards the fea : earth was alfo 

laid on the arch over the magazine under the old weft curtaip, and 
over part of the hofpital adjoining. 

I^^ Last night, ^bout eight o*clock, the enemy gave an alarm, by a 

few men coming near the glacis and giving their fire : nothing remark- ^ 
able happened afterwards. This day one hundred men, tv^o'Scrjeants, 

and 
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and one corporal, were on a working party, but the weather being 1758. 
very rainy, little was done; they, and about two hundred blacks, ^*--v*--^ 
were chiefly employed on the two batteries mentioned the 15th, to 
the north-eaft, in thickening the parapets of the old north-gaft baftion, 
compleating the barbet batteiy with fand-bags, laying earth on the 
hofpital arches, fixing a pallifadoe to clofe the communication from 
the covered way on each fide to the north ravelin, and repairing fomc 
'cheeks of the embrafures on the demi-baftion, befides other trifling 
repairs. The enemy was not for certain perceived to be any where at 
Work, though fingle.guns (by way of fecurity in the night, I fiip- 
pofe) were perceived in fome of the ftreets. Very few (hot were 
^red by us, and fewer fhells, during this day. Several deferters came 
in laft night and this evening ; from whom we learnt the enemy had 
fome mortars arrived at St. Thom^» The Governor this day gave it 
out publickly, that he would diftribute fifty thoufand roupees vnong 
the garrifon five days after the fiege was raifed, or the French beat oiF. 

Tills morning it was perceived that the enemy had thrown up a Dec. 18. 
breaft-work (A) from the houfes on the beach npar the Old-town, to 
the fea fidej but whether intended for a battery, or to prevent any 
.attempt of ours on their flank, cannot be^faid, though I believe the 
latter; becaufe th^ trench from whence the fand has been taken is on 
the fide of the enemy, contrary to the method of making batteries; 
fomething of the fame kind was perceived in the flreets next the fea, 
hut no guns or mortars have yet been fired, or appeared ready for that 
purpofe. On our fide, a very few fhot or fhells were thrown. The 
gentlemen of the fquadron, and marines, who had been on board a 
Dutch fnow the 12 th, with $ji intent to go and take the French fhip 
which is coming up with their ftores, were this morning landed, being 
very unwilling to undertake the expedition; and having been detained 
by bad weather fo long in the road that it was fupppfed they were 
difcovercd. Captain Jafper, who was .to h^ive commanded them; 
appeared much chagrined At his diiappoimment; and indeed with 
reafon, for had he fucceeded (and I think he had great reafon to 
cxpedt fuccefs) nothing could have done us more fervice, or the enemy 
greater prejudice. A great many people were perceived to-day 
moving from the Mount towards the Black- town, which we appre- 
hended were bringing up the enemy's ftores. It is very remarkable, 
that thirty-three deferters have come in from the enemy fince tlieir 

arrival. 
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1758, arrival, and not one man has dcferted from the garrifon, or been feeii 
^""*^~«^ in liquor. 

Dec. 18. A Peon came in and inforaied us, that Captain Prefton had fent 
:out a party, under Lieutenant Airey, from Chcngalaput, which had 
intercepted a convoy of the enemy's ftores, confifting of tents 
Sufficient for the covering of three thoufand men, a large mortar, 
which he (piked up, and burnt the bed; two guns, which he 
^Ifo fpiked, and burnt the carriages; and fome ammunition^ which 
he carried off, witli all thfr bullocks. No defeiters laft night ; which 
is owingy I fuppqfe, to fome extraordinary care or orders of M. Lally's* 
fChcr working party was this day about one hundred men, without 
iofHc^rs; they, ^nd the black artificers, were chiefly employed in 
£xing a pailifadoe before the new battery by the fea fide; Opening 
^anothef ernbnafure in that battery; cutting down the high bank 
which tiie- lurf ha^ iriaade' by washing away the glacis; thickening 
the parapets of the old north-eaft baftion ; repairing the embrafgrcs 
.W^di rpaJmelris, which had been blown away by our own guns; 
laying earth on the hofpital; fixing a pailifadoe on the gorge of the 
north ravelin, and repairing a dam (c), which had been made in the 
-got xa ih^ ftdfjh-wfeft to^^keep the water Jn the ditch; but the watejr 
had rde fiJ high fey ihe l^ four day'^ rain^ thai half the dam wa$ 
dcflroyed, jind the water confiderably, funk. * 

J g ^ : Th is morning we perceived that the enemy had thrown up anodier 
breail-work, about fixty feet in length, and one hundred yards, or 
more, advanced before that thrown up the preceding night ; both 
thefe retrenchments terminate on the {urf, the latter at the diftance of 
about five hundred yards from the north-eaft faliant angle of the 
covered way, and fecm rather intended to cover a guard pofted there 
to prevent a furprize, or defertion, than for any annoyance to the fort j 
however, from the poceeding of the enemy it appears ias if they in- 
tended to- advance along the beach, and attack tbe demi and north- 
eaft baftions;' it is therefore refoWed that platforms (hould be xsafed in 
the covered way, fufficieritly high for field-pieces, on covered way 
carriages, to fire over the pju-apet. ft is further refolved to raife a 
parapet of the dcmi-baftion, near the faliant angle, two or three feet 
higher than the reft, and to ereft a^raverfeon me eaft wing, to pre- 
vent an enfilade; to raife the bKnd before the north-eaft baftion, lb 
high as will juft admit the guns to fire over it at the enemy's works > 

that 
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(haC tlie pa({&gb between the upper and lower flank of the deftu- 
baftion ihould be closed in the fecureft nvanner; and that the north 
ravelin fhould be put in the beft condition of defence we might have 
time or workmen to do. The working party^ of about one hundred 
meq^ with fuch Cooleys^ Pallanl^een boys and others, as I could 
QolleO:, were fet about the feveral articles abovemcntioned. The 
firing on our fide was little to-day, except from wall pieces; and not 
even a miifliet £hot came from the enemy. Five Chclingas were fecn 
this morning going out of St. Thom^ bar, and failed to the ibuth-' 
wardf as we appreheaded for ilores. 

t 
Last night the fubaltera on duty in the north^eaft angle of ^e Dec. 20« 
covered way, with twenty-one mea^and ibme Sepoyis, was ordered to 
ially on the retrenchment and works which we fuppofed the enemy 
was carrying on; but it being rather too light they .were diicovered, 
and the Sepoys taking a pannick at a party of fix. horfe which ap**. 
peared, ran ^way, which intimidated the Europeans, and they, after 
giving their fire, retreated alio. We had one European killed and 
two dangeroufly wounded : the Sepoys fiifFer^ in the fame manner. 
The Commandant, of Sepoys, Jemaul Saib, being defirous of at^ 
tacking St. Thome lafl: night, was dfent out with ten companies of 
Sepoys; but taking the diredt road over theLong-^bddge, he was dif-- 
covered by a few French Sepoys ^t Mr. Powncy*s houfe, who gave 
him their fire; upon which jEOoft df his people threw down their 
arms, which induced him to return. The enemy, we could perceive 
this morning, had been at work l^A night» and» to appearance, had 
drawn about fifty yards af a parallel wcflward from their mofl ad- 
vanced bmaft-work. They alfo had got a gu(i behind their firfl 
^re^-work^ and from thence fired feveral fhot at the fiiow whic^ 
Jay in the road under Dutch colours : the (hot moflly fell fhort, one 
or two entered and killed a Laiqarj the vefTd therefore weighed anil 
fh)od a little farther off, as well to avoid any annoyance from.th'enc^ 
as to prevent a furprize, A boat appearing off St. Thome, a party 
of marines was fent in three naofTulas to fetch her in, which thty 
efFedtcd, and found her to he a boat going from Sadrafs to PuUiacat. 
The working party was this day one hundred men* and employed, as 
ycflerday^ except on die old north-eaft baflion, the parapets of which 
. were finifhed. This afternoon the artilkry fcrjeant on the north-eaft 
baflion^ intending to fire a difchatge of grape at fi)me q£ die enemy 
whi(;h appeared at their ^rcafl-works, unfortunately feme fcattering 

fhot 
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1758. fhot fell into tlie covered way, and miferabljr wounded three Cooky s 
^-yr- -^ who were rolling gabions upon the work there carrying on, 

Dec. 21. Last xughtwe fired (hot or (hells every eight or ten minutes, on 
the place where we fufpedted the enemy would work, and by that 
means prevented them from doing any thing more than throwing ujj_ 
an imperfeft communication from the firft to the fetond breaft-work. 
Advice being brought in laft night, that the enemy had two guns at 
Trivelcane, and very few troops at St. Thom^; about ten o'clock in 
the morning near one thoufand Sepoys, with twenty Europeans, com- 
manded by Tdwn-Major Bannatyne and Enfign Crawley, went along 
thle beach to the. fouthward, crbffcd the bar, and marchefd through 
tlie vilbge beyond the Governor^ gardens, where they furprized two 
or three Imdll Sepoy guards, intercepted feme letters, took a trooper's 
horfe and .arms, and one foldicr priibner; but on advancing down the 
road towards Mr. Turing's houfe, they perceived a body of Eu- 
ropeans and blacks which they were not a rnatch for, and there- 
fore .returned by the way they * went. From the fort-houfc we 
perceived, in the mean time, two guns, perhaps eighteen or 
twenty-four pounders, the one drawn by bullocks, fifteen or eighteen 
yoke, and the other by bullocks and Cooleys, pailing from Chindadree 
pagoda a-crofe the plain towards the Potters village; but being near 
enough for our great guns to reach them, fome ftiot were imme- 
diately fired from the Nabob's baftion, and Lawrence's, which foon 
made the Cooleys and bullocks halt, and one of the guns finking 
almoft to the axle-tree at the fame time, it was propofed to fend a 
party of three hundred Sepoys, with a promife of a great reward, to 
jiail up the cannon; they were accordingly fent out at the weftern 
gate, on the fight of which, and our firing, the bullocks were caft 
off from the guns, and the Cooleys ran away, leaving the guns alone. 
Our firing, and the motions of the Sepoys, alarmed the enemy in the 
Black-town, fo that about two hundred European horfc were fent in 
all hafte towards the guns, and their foot marched to the weft fide 
of the Blackrtown tofupport them; this we perceived, and fearing 
the Sepoys, might be cut to pieces, fent orders for them not to ad- 
vance beyond the little bridge leading from the ifland toEgmore. The 
enemy, by thefe motions, were entirely alarmed, and we had an 
opportunity of firing many fhot at their horfe and foot, but the exe- 
cution was uncertain. About four or five in the evening more Cooleys 
and bullocks were fent to fetch their guns, and, in i5>ite of our fire 

carried 
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earned thcm^ off tavnrAs Mr. Tarntr^s gardcn-Houfe} where, I bcf- 1758. 
lieve, thcf were left f* ithat nighty The working party the feme ^ - -y - ^ 
number, arid employ, at yeileriiay, M. Lallv, by a letter to 
Count lyEftaing yeftenlay, complained that Ifou/CaWii was com- 
tnitdag: great deVaftations to the ibuth'ward, near Pohdichefy; arid 
•diat hefhouM, inconfequeftCe, be obliged to* make reprifals routfd 
Madrafs. As^to thJit, he cannot well depopdljCte the country* mofe 
than he has; for, ^though he may be obliged to retreat, it will be 
long e'er Madrafs recovers its innabitants and becomes a place of 
-trade. 

The Nabob and his family were laft night fcrit 6n board the friow 
in the road, with Mr. Norris, a CouhMor, 'and failed this morning 
for Negapatam, where it is propofed the Nabob ftiail land, arid- pro- 
ceed to Trichinopoiy, from whehte he maylliveah 6pjfortunity'<5f 
-difturbing the enemy. 

Last night the fire of (hot and (hells on the eritmy Wis jis thie Dcc» 22. 
:preceding nights; the working party ^is 6rifc htmdred men, and em* 
.ployed, in general, as before, except thoie oh the demi b^idlt, 
where die traverfe being finiihed, they Were fct to repair fome part dif ^ 
the face and front of two merlons. Which had f^aOleh dowii in the late 
-rains. 

The icAnhon or mortars fired laft night every ten minutes on thb 23. 
enemy, in order to difturb their workmen, who by mbrhing had 
-deepened and lengthehed their parallel a fdw feet;, they had alfo been 
at work on their line of communiciauon between Mutall Pettah and 
PcdaNaigues; but had not finifhed either that, or the wbrk they 
•had been on elfewhcre. About eight or nine in the mornmg a fail 
appeared to the northward, and anchored about eleven o^clock; fhe 
faluted with nine guns, which we anfwered with nine (hot into the 
filack-town. Tliis (hip was die Thames, from Vizagapatam in four 
days; and brings us advice of Colonel Forde having given the Marquis 
de Conflans, and the French forces under him, an entire defeat; the 
farther particulars of which muft be deferred till the letters are landed, 
the wind blew fo frefli, and the furf ran fo high, that no boat could 
f;et off. However, that the enemy might not wait {0 long, we had all 
the troops in the covered way, and gave them a Fett de Joye from our 
tfmiketry, and three times feven tWenty-lbur pounders with ihot into 
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the Black-town. The working party confided of one hundred men, 
and were employed on the blind berore the .old north-eaft baftion, and oa 
raifirig the faces of the royal to tlie diftaoce of forty feet on each fide 
*. the faliant angle, to prevent the. tStd: of (hot en ricochet; for which 

purpqie the firft embrafures on each fide were cloied. The black 
artificers and Cooleys were employed on the north lunette, raifing the 
parapets, lining the embrafures with Palmeira trees, and clofing the 
communication with the covered way by a travorfe on each fide. 

Dec. 24. The wind blowing very hard laft night, it was apprehended the 
Thames, which had only one anchor and cable, and drove, would 
have been obliged to quit the road, however, (he rode it out; but on 
feeing the vcfTel to the northward weigh, and (land towards the road, 
flie weighed alfo, and ftretched off to fea; in the afternoon (he at- 
tempted to fetch in again, but by the evening was out of fight to tlic 
(buthward. The French vcflTel came oppoute the north end of the 
Black-town and anchored. The fire of ihot and fhells laft night, on 
fuch places as the enemy was fufpedied to be working at, was fome- 
what more frequent than the preceding evening; and, by what wc 
could difcover, they had only enlarged their parallel a little, and 
placed a few timbers within to keep up the earth. The working 
party was about one hundred men, and was employed on the blind 
before the old north-eaft baftion, and in raifing the parapets of the 
royal baftion. The blacks, in facing the embrafures of the northern 
works, and fihifhing the traverfes of the north ravelin. This evening 
a foldier was executed for attempting or threatening to ihoot his 
Serjeant. Finding that the foldiers on the working parties were 
fomewhat unruly, the Governor gave out immediate orders, that all 
people fo employed ihould ftrid:ly obey my own, or afiiftant's orders , 
and, in cafe of negledl, be feverely puniflbed. Mr. Catsford, a Com- 
pany's fervant, was appointed a jM-adtitioner, and to rank as Enfign. 

25. The fire from our cannon and mortars was kept up laft. night as in 

the preceding. The enemy, as far as we could perceive, had done 
very little work, and that only in deepening and thickehing their 
parallel. Our working party was one hundred men, befides fomc 
few Lafcars, about thirty Cooleys, and fifty or fixty Sepoys : they 
were in general employed as yefterday, except in removing the fafcine 
parapet on' the fea gate redoubt, and making another of gabions. The 
tra\eries of the north lunette were this day finiihed, and the plat* 

forms 
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forms of the demi baftion were lengthened eight feet with fleepcrs 1758 
and plank. The Governor, Colonel Lawrence, and the principal ^"y>*"^ 
officers having aflembled this evening, and confidered fome intelli- 
gence they had received of the enemy's credling batteries, agreed that 
the moft neceflary work at prefent was finifhing the traverfes on the 
royal baftion, and then clofing the opening between the north-weft 
curtain and the blind before the Mint fally-port; alfo eredling a 
traverfe in the covered way, before the north fac« of the royal baftion. 
Laft night, as a Corporal was patroling on the glacis to the north- 
ward, a Sepoy fired at him, and fliot him dead! In the forenoon a 
floop appeared to the northward, ftanding this way; but the French 
fhip hoifting her colours when the floop came a-breaft, and firing two 
guns, the floop anchored, and foon after flood in under the (hip's 
fl^ern; flie had white colours, but appeared to be a Moors floop. 

The fire of our artillery and mortjfrs was laft night pretty finart, Dec. 26. 
and we could not perceive that the enemy had done any thing on the 
north-eaft; on the weft, in the ftreet near the old hoipital, we per- 
ceived they had placed ibme green gabions, and made a work; but it 
appeared to be rather a retrenchment a-crofs the ftreet than a battery. 
The working party was one hundred (bldicrs and about three hundred 
Sepoys, who, with the Lafcars and Copleys, were employed on the 
works determined on yefterday, and on thofe in hand before. 

Last night a pretty briflc fire was made from the cannon and 27. 
mortars on the nordi front, on fuch places as it was imagined the 
enemy were at work in. The working party was one hundred 
Europeans and two hundred and fifty Sepoys, employed as yefterday. 

In the morning we difcovered that they had thrown up ibme 28. 
£zrth among the ruins of the houfes a little to the north of the old 
hoipital, and that they had thickened and heightened their work to . 
the north fo much, that it had more the appearance of a battery than 
a .parallel. The working party, of one hundred Europeans and three 
hundred Sepoys, was employed on the works already mentioned. 

The fire of {hot and ihells, to the north and weft, was pretty ' 29. 
briik in the night; however, the enemy had been hard at work, for 
in the morning we perceived they had formed a ftout parapet to the 

Y 2 weftward. 
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1758. wcftward, and,. to. appearance, had. three emhrafures in it, though. 
^- "^^-* they were not opened; the intent leenas to be to fire on St. George*s 
lunette, the bridge of communication to it,, and on the bridge leading 
to the ifland. Their work to the northward appeared now very^ 
plainly to be intended for a battery, in which I obferved live rows of 
pickets, placed at equal diftances as centers of emhrafures, and by 
the length of the work there might be room for four more; the ^ 
direction feems to be againft the north face of the old north-eaft 
bafHon, and the north face of the demi baftion. About ten in the 
morning we perceived a red flag on the Mount, inftead of the white 
there before; fo that we concluded Captain Prefton had poflcffion of 
that poft. The enemy this afternoon appeared to be working on their 
battery to the not thvvard, and feveral pieces of timber and plank 
were feen carrying thither for platforms towards the evening; I alio 
difcovered a large mortar placed in the communication between the 
two breaft- works firft .begun by the. enemy near the iea fide, from 
which it is to be fuppofed they will ibon falute us. About fun-fet a 
deferter came in from the enemy's works to the northward. The 
working party of Europeans was one hundred men, and about three 
hundred Sepoys, employed as yefterday, 

Dec. 30. The fire of our artillery and. mortars was laft night pretty briik, 
and, I believe, prevented the enemy from working much; for I 
could not perceive any great addition to the northern battery. To 
the wcftward I obferved they had thrown up a good deal of earth 
behind fome old walls, which feems to be intended as a battery to 
enfilade the north face of the royal baftion, and the covered way 
befpre it; but the form is as yet very incompleat* In the night a 
boat came from Sadrafs, and brought fome letters of the 1 8th from 
the French army to Pondichery, which Captain Prefton had inter-* 
cepted. From thefe we learn, that the enemy loft by our ially on 
the 14th two hundred and twenty men and thirty oflicers, killed or 
wounded. ^ In (hort, they acknowledge themfelves to have been 
thrown into the greateft confufion, and that they muft have been en- 
tirely ruined had our party advanced more regularly on them, and 
been fupported l^ another body to the northward. A letter from 
one of M. Lally's Aid de Camps to the council of Pondicheiy, com- 
plains much for want oif money, and defires they would fupply him . 
with fome, if it be but one hundred roupees, and that too chearfuUy j 
for their afiuirs were in a fair way, and the conqueft of Madra& cer- 

tain* 
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tain. In the morning we -perceived a great fmoke at the Mount, 1759. 

from whence we concluded Capt. Prefton and Ifouf Cawn, with ^^'y * 

their whole force, were there. This was confirmed by an Hircar 
coming in at noon, with advice that there had been a (kirmifti, and 
fome French troopers taken. A great number of black troops, horfe 
and foot, with large herds of cattle, were obferved to come from the 
Mount and St. Thom^ to Egmore, and two guns were fent from the 
Black-town thither. Another dcferter came in this afternoon, and 
in the evening a flag of truce with a letter from M. Lally, com- 
plaining of our firing at his head-quarters, and threatening to burn 
the Black-town in return : but of this he had no right to complain, ' 
becaufe he is the firft General, perhaps, that fixed his head-quarters 
within point-blank (hot of the fort, and lodged a regiment, and his 
ammunition, at the fame place. The working party, of one hundred 
men and three hundred Sepoys, employed as before, except on the 
blind before the old north-eaft baftion, which which was finifhed 
ycfterday. 

Last night, and towards the morning particularly, the fire from Dec. 31. 
the cannon and mortars was rather fmarter than before. At day- 
break a large body of Sepoys, the firft company of grenadiers, and 
the troop of horfe, went over the bar to the Southward, and into 
Trivelcane village, where they furprized a imall guard or two of 
Sepoys, and intercepted feveral letters ; from which we' learn, that a 
frigate was arrived from the iilands to Pondichery, and had brought 
about two hundred thousand dollars; but no mentipn was made of 
any forces. The going out of our Sepoys gave M. Lally the alarm, 
fb that three or four piquets of Europeans, and fome European horfe, 
with gunsy were fecn marching from the Black-town to Egmore. A • 
party of forty Europeans and as many Sepoys, in eight boats, were 
fent oflF in the night to flretch a chain out to the caft ward, left the * 
boats to the ibuthward, which had brought the enemy anmiunidon, 
fliould flip b^ and land it to the northward. Letters came in, about 
ten o'clock in the evening, from Captain Prefton, acquainting 
us, that in the morning the enemy, in number about one thou^ind, • 
black and white, under Colonel KencUy, had about day-break ad- 
vanced four guns near the Moui^, and cannonaded him, which our 
people anlwered fo brifkly that the French- retreated; afterwards they 
came on with two guns, which our people made a pu(h at and took, 

killing 
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1758, killing fifteen of the French on the fpot, and wounding Colonel 
'^'^-^^ KencUy, one Captain, ajid twenty-five men. 

An artillery man and huflar came in laft night. In the Jifternoon 
t a large fliip appeared to the north-eaft, and by fim-fet was near eaft 
of the fort, with her hull juft appearing. The French ftiip hoifted 
firft Englilh colours, then French, and fired two guns; but the other 
fhip ftood on to the fouthward, and (hewed fome colours which had 
a white field, perhaps Portuguelc. The enemy's works to the nortli- 
ward appeared to have received no addition this morning, but that to 
the weftivard plainly appeared to be defigned for two batteries ; onc^ 
in which three or four embrafures were formed, apparently to fire 
in the north-weft lunette, and the other, of five or fix embrafures, 
not yet traced, to infilade the face of tlie royal baftibn, and covered 
way before it. The working party confifted of one hundred Eu- 
ropeans, about forty Coolcys, thirty Lafcars, ten Peons, the Meftry 
bricklayers, and about fixty Sepoys; who were all employed on the 
fcverd works before-mentioned. 

^759* Last night, about ten o'clock, came in two deferters, and in- 
January i formed us that M. Lalljr propofcd to uftier in the new year by a bom- 
bardment; however, the night and morning pafied without any fire 
but what was on our fide. The enemy having made large detach- 
ments to oppofe Captain Prefton and Ifouf Cawn, was the reafbn, I 
liippofe, of their working very little laft night ; for I could not per- 
ceive in the morning any material alteration in their works to the 
north or weft. Letters laft night from Sadrafs inform us, that a 
Moors veflel, from the Nicabars to Porto Novo, brought advice of 
twelve Endifh'ftiips being at thofc iflands, and ready to fail for this 
place. The fhip which appeared in the offing was from Macao, had 
touched at Maffolipatam, where a fhip of ours (the Hardwick) had 
prevented her from felling any thing; fo that fhe intends to break 
bulk at Negapatam, and come up the coaft. Ifouf Cawn, we hear, 
has left the Mount, and is gone toHTrevambore, about a league Ibuth 
of St. Thome; and the French, apprehenfive of thatpoft, havefent 
all their black troops from Egmore, and a ftrong body of Europeans 
tofupport them. The working party was one hundred Europeans, 
one hundred Sepoys, and the fame Cooleys and Lafcars as mentioiibd 

yefterday: 
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ycfterday : they were employed as before, except in making traverfes 1759. 
before the magazine doors of the .Nabob's baftion. 



\^ 



Our fire of artillery and mortars was laft night very brifk; but as Jan. a 
foon as the light appeared, the enemy began to fire from four or five 
pieces of cannon on their weftern battery (D], and one niortar; they 
alfo threw twelve inch (hells from four or hve large mortars placed 
near the weft end of their battery (C) to the northward. This early 
falute furprized us, but as we had ten or twelve heavy cannon which 
bore on the enemy's battery to the weftward, two of their guns were 
foon knocked to pieces, and their merlons fo much damaged that they 
withdrew their guns before eight o'clock. From their mortars they 
threw (hells till paft feven at night, commonly four in a flight, which 
•were in general aimed at the fort-hou(e, and fo well thrown, that 
two fell on the top and pierced the firft and fecond roof; many otlieis 
fell within the fquare, and rained fome of the rooms; other houfes 
were alfo much damaged: but, what is moft remarkable, not one 
European or Sepoy was wounded by (hot or (hell, nor any other 
perfon hurt but a Duba(h and a child or two. By letters from Captain 
Prefton, and alfo by five deferters which came into us in the evening, 
we learnt^ that, early in the morning, M, Soupire, Major-general, 
who commanded at St. Thome, had marched a ftrong body and at- 
tacked him and Ifouf Cawn, who lay near Trevambore, in three di- 
yifions; that the enemy had put our firft divifion in fome diforder, 
taken their two guns, and fome prifoners; but that the broken troops, 
having joined the fecond divifion, fell on the enemy in their turn, and 
put them to flight, killing about fifty Europeans on the fpot, with 
two officers, and, if we may believe the de(erters, the troop of M, 
Aumont was very roughly handled, a troop of hulTars cut to pieces, 
and three companies of grenadiers greatly difordered: our guns and 
prifoners were retaken. It was to ^vour this attack of M. Soupire 
that the enemy began their fire earlier by fome days than they would 
otherwife have done, to withdraw our attention from what pafTed to 
the fouthward. We had advice to-day that M. La Tour, under' 
pretence of a vifit in marching from Pondichery this way, had fei::ed 
on * Sadrafs, and put a garrifon therein ; . and that M. Lally had given 
orders for the fame fineffe to be pradtifed on * Pouliacat. His dcfign ' ' 

on thefe places was the reafon, we fuppo(c, that, in a pallport granted 

* Bo^ bdon^in^ to the Dutch. 

fome 
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^759* ^ome of our ladies, he excepted their going to PouUacat or &idjnif$j 
< — ^r— ■^ however, three boats, with feveral ladies in them; were fent ojflf to 
Sadrafs without paiTports before this news arrived; fb that we fear 
they will all be feized. 

Jan. 3. Last night we threw many fliells, and fired many (hot at the 

enemy's works, but they ccafed firing after eight o'clock. ' In tlic 
morning we obferved they had clofed up the embrafures of their 
.weilern battery, which was much difordered by our cannon ; they 
rhad 2^ added fixnething in height and thicknefi to their ncKthem 
battery, but did not fiire from either cannon or mortars. We obiervtid 
this day about iixtyor feventy European horfe returning in a ftragglioig 
manner from the fouthward towards the Black-town, and among 
them thirty or forty led horfes, which we imagine loft dieir riders in 
the action yefterday againft Captain Prefton and Ifouf Cawn. The 
working party was one hundred men and about two hundred Sepoys^ 
who were employed in iioifhing the work a-crois the gut to the 
northward, in nuking traverfes before the doors of the Nabob's 
haftion, and a-crofs the ftreets leading to the ibuth curtain^ where 
the guards are in future to parade. 

^. Our artillery and mortars nude a bri/k fire laft night on the 

enemy's batteries, but neither (hell nor fhot was returned from them ; 
however, in the morning I obferved they had opened the epaulmenc 
of their northern battery, and let in fafcines for the facing of the 
embrafures; they alfo had repaired part of the weftem battery, where 
we difcovercd two guns in the morning; but on our firing a few (hot 
|hey were withdrawn, and the embrafures choaked with faicines. 
Yefterday I drew out the following inftmdtions for my afiiftants, 
dividing them into two reliefs; and this morning Mefif. Leigh and 
Cotsford went on duty, to be relieved by Lieutenants Eifer and 
Stevenfon to-morrow. The working party Was one hundred men 
^d two hundred and fifty Sepoys, employed as yefterday. 

** That the bufinefs dependant on the engineers m^ be con- 
4u^ed with greater regularity and care, it is ordered, 

** That Captain-Lieutenant L.ee, Engineer in ordinaiy, and 
Enfign Cotsford, practitioner, do attend on the front attacked, to- 
gether; and Lieutenant Eilier, c^his Ms^eity^s fixty-fourth regiment. 

Engineer 




SIEGE OF FORT St, GEORGE. 

Engineer extraordinary, and Lieutenant Stevenfon, Sub-engineer, do 
alfo attend the front attacked, together i and that thefe four gentle- 
men do relieve each other, two and two, every twenty-four hours, at 
the fame time as the guard is relieved. 

*« That the fenior Engineer on duty, every twenty-four hours, 
do make a report to me if any very extraordinary occurrence happens ; 
that he acquaint the fenior Engineer who relieves him, with fuch 
obfervations as he has made while on duty, and with the nature of 
the work carrying on; and alfo reports tome, by writing, in general 
terms, what has been executed during his tour of duty." 

** That the fenior Engineer going on duty every evening or 
morning, do attend the parade, and receive the. working party, 
which he is to diftribute according to the orders he has received; or, 
if he has none in particular, in fuch a manner as he thinks the fervice 
may require. 

** That the fenior Engineer on duty, on applicatiop being made to 
him by any military or artillery officer, for tne repairing or fccurity 
of any work, do give them all the afliflance he can; and he is to 
take care that the parapets, embrafiires, platforms, and the works in 
general, are kept in the beft condition poffible. The mafler brick- 
layer, and mafler carpenter, have orders to follow the directions of 
the Engineers on duty, and give all the afliftance they can in their 
branches." 

Our artillery and mortars fired pretty brifkly laft night on the j^yj^ ^^ 
enemy's batteries, but they neither fired fhot nor fhell, in the night or 
to-day; they were not idle, however, having finifhed the facing 
and almoft opened feven cmbrafures in tlieir northern battery> where 
I perceived three guns in the evening, and . in the morning three in 
the weft battery, which were fbon mafked or removed. To-day 1 
again propofcd to the Governor and Colonel Lawrence ereding a bat- 
tery behind the covered way in the Miant place of arms before the 
demi baftion, and had permiffion about fix in the evening, and a 
working party of one hundred frefh men; which I immediately fet to 
work under Lieutenants Eifer and Stevenfon. This battery, of at leaft 
five guns, I thought abfblutely necefTary to render our fire equal to 
the enemy's; for their battery of feven or eight guns, fronting diredUy 

Z the 
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1 759^ the face of the old north-eaft baftion, will fire on the north face of 
the demi obliquely. To oppofe this fire we have only three guns on 
the old north-eaft baftion, which bear direft; two in the north 
ravelin, fire in an oblique line; and three or four from the royal 
baftion, which alfo fire obliquely, and therefore have no great chance 
. of ruining tlie enemy's guns. Now the new battery I propofe will 
be a dire<ft grazing fire, and can neither be enfiladed nor beaten 
down, becauie the glacis is the parapet, and the embrafures will be 
cut through it. The working party was one hundred men, befides 
two hundred Sepoys, employed as before. 

Jan. 6. Our fire from the Cannon and mortars was not laft night veiy 

brifk. The enemy, in the morning, as foon as they could weU fee, 
threw five ihells into the town, as a fignal for their other batteries to 
begin ; and about feven began to fire from fix guns and as many, 
mortars from their north battery (B), and from their weft battery 
(D), with three guns pointed on Pigot's baftion (g); and four (E) 
with an howitz firing on the flank of the demi baftion, and enfilading 
the covered way before the north face of the royal baftion; from thefe 
batteries they continued to fire till about five in the evening, and- 
threw near one hundred and fifty ftiells, befides ftiot, chiefly into 
and over the town. The damage done the work's is very trifling; but 
the damage done the houfes in the town, where fliells or (hot fell, 
have fuftcred much. Our fire of artillery and mortars was much fu- 
perior to the enenrvy's, and, to appearance, greatly difordered their 
merlons. We alfo learn by a deferter frorn the enemy's artillery, that 
our fhells difmounted one of their mortars, and killed three men in 
the Tiorth battery. The working party was one hundred men, and 
chietiy employed in forwarding the battery in the north-eaft angle: 
as to Sepoys or blacks, we had little or no work from them. 

y. Last night the enemy threw but few fliells, and we only a {hot 

or fliell now and then. About four in the morning we were fur- 
prized with the arrival of three boats, with a Frenchman in each: 
they were the boats which had been fent the third inftant with the 
ladies to Sadrajfs. The French having feized that place, alio fei^cd 
the boats, and loading them with one hundred and fifty fhot of 
twenty-four pounds, one thoufand empty cartridges, fifty ftecl caps, 
fifty barrels of powder, and fifteen hundred fand-bags, ient them 
back, with a foldier in each, to the Black-town. The boat-fellows, 

towards 
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towards the morning, being oppofite Madrafs, feizedthe arms oftho 1759- 
fleeping foldiers, poured water on the locks, then tied the men, and ^—-v**-^ 
landed the boats at our fea gate. 

The enemy's fire was veiy brifk, till five in the evening, from 
their cannon and mortars, and then they were filent ; in order, I 
fuppofe, to repair their works. Our works, though not much 
damaged, bear, however, a rough afped, and the demi baftion, as 
well as Pigot's, is ftuck pret^r full of fhot. The fhells the enemy 
threw have greatly damaged the houfes in the town, but have not hurt 
many people; three Europeans only being killed this day. Our work- 
ing party could do nothing in the days a few indeed attempted to work 
in the north-eaft faliant angle of the covered way; but the enemy 
having difcovered them, fired fo brifkly, that Lieut. Stevenfon, who 
diredicd them^ was knocked down by the wind of a fhot, but only 
flightly hurt on the cheek; fo the party returned. The enemy 
opened a new battery near the burying-ground (F). 

As I found the foldiers, unufcd to fuch duty, were in general ex-r Jan. 8# 
trcmely aukward in repairing the damaged works, I conceived that 
the fervice would be much better carried on by appointing a Pioneer ^ 

company, compofed of volunteers drawn from tlie fevcral corps, and 
to do no other duty but repair the works; fo that by conftantly em- 
ploying the fame people, they might more readily execute the lervice 
they were fet about. I accordingly made application, and fucceeded. 
The company to confift of two officers. Lieutenant Meyers, and 
Enfign Weft, fix ferjeants, fix corporals, and eighty-eight private. 
Two companies of Sepoys were alfo formed, with proper ofiicers, on 
the fame plan. The working party was this evening one hundred 
foldiers and as many Sepoys; employed in repairing the embrafures, 
platforms, and forwarding the battery in the covered way before the 
demi baftion. 

This morning the eriemy opened two embrafures more from q, 
their battery near tlie burying-ground, and fome earth appeared to be 
caft up near a little upper room houfe beyond the Pettah bridge (h). 
In the night they threw a good many fhot and Ihells after eleven 
p'clock. During the day their fire was very briik from their cannon, 
tho' but few ftiells were thrown by them. Ten grenadiers were, 
poftcd in the north-eaft angle of the covered way, to fire into the 

Z 2 enemy's 
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1759. enemy's cmbrafurcs; and two twelve-pounders were fired from the 
^^- 7 --^ new battery. The working party, of one hundred men jand one 
hundred Sepoys, with fix artificers, were employed in repairing the 
embrafures, platforms, and other damages done the feveral works; 
alfo in cutting up a damaged ftone platform on the old north-eaft 
baftion, and laying one of wood: a blind of twelve feet thick and 
feven feet and an half high, was begun thirty-five feet behind the 
flank of the demi baftion, to cover the people on that work from the 
enemy's fliot which might come in at the embrafures of the flank, or 
en ricochet over it; the merlon next the ihoulder was rofe for the fame 
purpofe. In the evening two fail appeared to the fouthward, and 
anchored near St, Thome, with white colours, being both of them 
ihips. 

Jan. 10. Last night the enemy threw very few fhells, and fired not many 
fhot : on our fide we were almoft as filent. The two ftiips which 
appeared to the fouthward ftill remain at an anchor near St. Thome, 
and, as far as we can difcover, are French (hips from Pondichery. 
, Our working party was laft night one hundred pioneers, and fixty 
grenadiers, befides one hundred and fixty Sepoys. They were em- 
ployed in compleating the covered way battery to four pieces of 
cannon, which were mounted before morning; in filling bags of 
earth at the foot of the demi baftion, and clearing what the enemy 
had beat down ; in repairing the parapets of the demi, north-eaft, 
royal, and Pigot's baftions, and laying two wooden platforms on the 
firft baftion, in the room of two ftone ones, damaged. In the night 
the enemy carried on part of a zig-zag about one hundred feet long, 
nearly weftward from their northern battery (k 1), and taking a turn, 
carried another two hundred feet long, back towards the fea fide, as 
marked in the plan (m n). They alfo drew part of a trench (L) 
from the little houfe in the Pettah towards the bridge ; and repaired 
their ftiattered merlons with fand bags. 

J I. Last night the enemy were almoft wholly filent with their ar- 

tillery and mortars, but were not idle with their ftiovels; for in the 
morning we difcovered that they had deepened their zig-zf»gs begun 
the preceding night to • the northward, and lengthened that which 
ftretched towards the fea almoft to the beach (O) : they had alfo 
drawn their trench from the houfe (h), quite to the Pettah bridge, 
and opened a battery of two guns from the kitchen of the new hof- 
^ pital 
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pital {G), which fired on the north- weft curtain and the blind before 
the mint fally port j but I fuppofewere intended to plunge into the royal 
baftion, and batter the eaft flank in reverfe* Our working party was 
ninety men of the pioneer company, and fixty voluntiers, grenadiers^ 
befides one hundred and fixty Sepoys employed in repairing the da-^ 
maged merlons, and platforms of the north front; diunounting fbme 
difabled guns, and making blinds before the doors and windows of the 
arched hofpital under the old weft curtain : alfo in filling fand bags at 
the foot of the dcmi baft ion, and clearing the earth beat down. This 
afternoon I examined the works, as to their ftate, and obferved that 
the parapets of the north face of the demi baftion are a good deal Shat- 
tered; that the brick parapet of the north face of the old north-eaft 
baftion is wholly mined; but the wall being well covered by the blind 
of gabions made before it, is not much hurt. The weft face of the 
royal baftion is but little hurt below the cordon, and the right-hand 
face of Pigot's baftion being built to a great flope, the enemy's fire 
has had no other effect than beating the earth to its natural flope, 
which is from the extremity of the berra to the top of the parapet. 
The old curtain wall to the northward is a good deal ftiattered about 
the parapets, and moft of the palli&does of the caponniere broke, by 
the plunging fliot from the enemy's weft battery. 

The enemy having yefterday brought a field-piece or two near the Jan. 12. 
bar (12) and fired a few (hot on the people and bullocks which had 
taken flielter to the fbuthward of the fort; and there appearing to be 
a breaft-work and guard of the enemy near the fea fide, it was deter- 
mined to attack that poft early this morning; accordingly, as foon as 
the moon was gone down, the grenadiers of the third battalion under 
Captain Campbell, and near one hundred men more, with three 
hundred Sepoys, all under Major Brereton, marched by the fea fide 
to the bar, and there received the fire of the enemy's advanced poft ; 
by which we had one of the grenadiers killed and two wounded. 
Our people, without firing, marched on to the Governor's garden- 
houfe (13), and in a fmall lane or ftreet on the fouth fide of it found 
the enemy drawn up with two finall field-pieces, and about fifty 
men. The enemy fired two difcharges of grape on our party within 
fifty paces; but the gunners being killed they made no other ufe of 
their guns : on the contrary, the piquet broke, and ran each his own 
way. The guns were taken and brought in, one ofiicer and fix men 
were alfo taken prifoners, and about ten or fifteen killed or left 

wounded 
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ij^(). tvoundcd on the fpot. On our fide v/e had one killed, one officer 
^^ — r~-' (Lieutenant Robfon, of the grenadiers) raortally wounded, and nine 
men. This little affair has doubtlefs given our people great Ipirita, 
and damped thofe of the enemy, A party, with an officer, wa6 
alfo fent out in the night at St. George's gate, which adN^anced on the 
bridge leading to the Pettah, and fired into the citcnpiy's trench, but 
could not perceive any people at work. About itwcn in the evening 
. a party of the enemy advanced towards our north-eaft faliant angle of 
the covered way, and gave a fire thereon. In the night alfo a party 
of our men, with an officer, was fent out to difturb the workmen of 
the enemy's zig-zag^ to the northward, who advanced to their work^ 
'fired on and killed their centinel, and took a ftand or two of arms, 
without any lofs. The fire of the enemy's cannon was* pretty brilk 
yeftcrday, but they threw very few (hells, and thofe not large. I 
could not perceive that they had done much to their approaches laft 
night i but the merlons of their batteries feemcd to be tolerably 
well repaired with land bags. The working party was the pioneer 
compapy, and about one' hundred and feventy Sepoys, who were eo>- 
ployed in making a traverfe on the north face of the demi bafdon.; 
carrying off the earth at the foot of it; fetching pallifadoes to fet up 
in the dry ditch before the north face, and repairing the damaged 
platforms and parapets. On the royal baftion old north-eaft, and 
covered way battery, the parapet, the platforms and embrafurcs were 
repaired. 

Jan. 13. Last night about feven o' clock, the enemy advanced pretty near 
the covered way on the north-eaft, and gavq a fire of mufquetry on 
our people there at work. They alfo fired in the night, from their 
approaches, on a fmall party of ours, ported on the faliant angle 
under cover of a boat, and wounded three men. From the covered 
' 'way and north lunette, we coqld plainly perceive the enemy at work 
near the fea-fide, which we endeavoured to prevent by frequent dif- 
charges of grape, muiquctry, and (hells. Our working party was 
fevcnty-eight men of the pioneer company, and one hundred eighty 
Sepoys, who were chiefly employed in removing the earth at thq 
foot of the demi baftion, and the rubbi(h before the old north-^aft 
baftion, which works I was determined to repair, and fecure as 
much as poffible, fince the enemy (eemed tp bend moft of their fire 
againft them, and diredt their attack that way. I therefore raifed, 
and thickened the blind before the north-ieaft baftion, whoie parapei 
was much ihattered, and begun a pallifadoe at the foot of the demi 
^ baftion 
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faaftion fix feet within thcluvcttc, which I propofc to carry quite 1758 
U)und the flank and north face. I ajfo propofc another, between the 
blind and north face of the old north-eaft ballion. The enemy, in 
the night, had covered the head of their zig-zag near the fea, by a 
fmall return or crochet (o p) beginning i^ear the beach, and ftretch- 
ing wcftward parallel to the north front. To the weftward, the 
enemy fired with four guns from#the new holpital, but did nothing 
to their trench near the Pettah bridge. Their Sepoys, to the fouth- 
ward of the bar, were at work all day in raifing a breaft-work for 
their defence, in fcafe we fliould make another attempt on that 
fide. 



Last night, as we imagined the enemy would be at work again Jan, 14, 
at the crochet before their zig-zig, we began a pretty fmart fire of 
mufquetry from our covered way, and frequently gave them dif- 
charges of grape from the nd^rth lunette and covered way battery. 
From the royal and demi baftions we threw fmall and large fliells 
into their approaches and batteries, fo that they were prevented from 
doing much work. By the morning, however, they had rui) on 
their return about twenty yards, and compleated what they had ' 
roughly traced the night before. Our working party, befides feven- 
ty-five men of the pioneer company, was affifted by one hundred 
twenty men out of the two battalions, and one hundred feventy Se- 
poys. The earth, near the ftioulder of the demi baftion, having 
formed an afcent almofl pradicable, about an hundred Europeans, 
and as many Sepoys, were fet to carry it oflf in baikets or fand bags, 
to repair the parapet of the baftion above. The pallifudoe, begun at 
the foot of the baftion, was continued near an hundred feet more. 
The parapet of the north-eaft baftion being quite deftroyed, and' 
that work being of the . greatcft confequence to be kept in good re- 
pair, about one hundred fixty Europeans, and the reft of the Sepoys 
under Lieut. Stevcnfon,wcrc fet to clear away the ruined parapets, and 
credt others with fand bags, gabions, and fafcines, two merlons of 
which were firtifhcd before the morning. An old fally port in the 
caft curtain, near the fouth flank of the old north-eaft baftion, was 
opened for the more ready communication with the north-eaft part 
of the covered way, and a door placed in it. 



Last night a briflc fire of mufquetry,cannon and mortars was kept 
up from our covered way and the works of the rortlxJVoiit, d) ■ the 

enemy's 



15- 
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17^9, enemy's approaches, and prevented them from doing more thaa 
V— -v^-^ lengthening their crochet a little, and opening it in the middle (q), 
from whence they placed fifteen o» twenty gabions in an oblique di- 
rcdlion towards the fea fide. Our working party confiftcd of the 
pioneer company, the firft company of grenadiers, and ninety men 
of the two battalions, befides two companies of Sepoys, ' They were 
employed in finifliing the parapet of the old north-eaft baftion, which 
was put in very good condition, and three guns mounted thereon ; 
in clearing the earth frorii the face of the demi-baftion, repairing the 
parapet, and fixing pallifadoes at the foot of it. On the royal baftion 
a blind was begun to cover the three guns in the caft flank next the. 
curtain from the fire of the enemy's battery near the newhoipital, 
which takes it in reverfc. The embrafures of St. George's, and the 
north- weft lunette, being much out of repair, a party of twenty 
men, and a ferjeant, was fet to repair them. The fire of the enemy's 
cannon was this day very briik, and their north battery was aug- 
. men ted to ten pieces of cannon, with which they fired in falvos on 
the old north-eaft baftion, and foon difmountcd two of the three 
guns. 

1 6. Last night a piquet of the enemy's advanced to the boats, and 

drove an advanced party of ours from thence. The fire of the muf- 
quetry from the covert way, and the cannon and mortars from the 
baftions and north lunette, was well kept up on the enemy's ap- 
proaches. They, in return, threw a few ftiells, and fired a few 
ihot into- the town and works, by which one of the working party 
was wounded. Our working party, of fixty-four pioniers, fixty 
grenadiers of the fecond battalion,and one hundred and thirty Sepoys, 
were employed in repairing the parapet of the old north-eaft baftion, 
which was again compleated for three guns. In repairing, and co- 
vering by fbme gabions, the pallifado before the fafcine battery near 
the fea j in clearing the earth from the foot of the demi-baftion, 
and therewith thickening the blind before the old north-eaft baftion; 
repairing the parapets and embrafures above, and carrying on the 
pallifado below. This day the enemy threw a great many ftidls 
into the town, particularly the nprth end, and killed or wounded us 
more men than in any preceding day ; among the reft, two of the 
pioneer company were killed at their barrack door. The enemy laft 
night had aigmented their north battery to twelve embrafiircs, and 
fired from thtncc very brifkly on the old north-eaft and demi-baftion. 

They 
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They, alfo filled the gabions they had left empty the night before, 1759. 
and advanced their work in the fame diredtion about twenty yards. *-— y-— ' 
(r) About ten in the morning a fnow appeared to the north--eaft, and 
anchored, on which the .French frigate chafed, and all their (hips 
tlirew out Englifli colours.* 

Last night an inceflant fire was kept up with mufquetry from the Jan. ly. 
covered way, and about twelve o* clock, an officer with twelve men 
werfc fent out to fall on the enemy's workmen, which he fired on 
feveral times, but a large body advancing, he was killed himfelf, and 
three of his men wounded. Notwithftanding the interruption we 
gave them, the enemy carried on the remaining part of their zig-?ag 
to (s), and covered it by a crotchet or boyau (t). Our working party 
was feventy-fix of the pioneer company, the firft company of gre- 
nadiers, and twenty-four ferjeants and corporals off duty, befides one 
hundred thirty Sepoys, They were employed in repairing the para- 
pet of the old north-eaft baftion, which was put in order, and a plat- 
form lengthened for three guns, the fame number as at firft. The 
blind below was thickened, and the rampart of it enlarged. The 
covered way battery being deemed no longer ufeful, the guns were 
drawn off in the afternoon, and the platforms taken up. In the 
night we clofed the embrafures, and lowered the merlons into a re- 
gular flope. Many of the pallifadoes which were fixed in the dry 
ditch, having been deftroyed by the enemy's (hot and fliells, were 
replaced, and others fixed round the flank of the demi-baftion ; the 
embrafures of the demi-baftion next the faliant angle were filled up, 
the merlons of the three embrafiires next the (houlder were repaired, 
and the parapet ftrengthened. The earth at the foot of the face was 
entirely carried away. 

Last night, the enemy brought two guns down to the Bar, and |g^ 
fired a few ftiot at fome Sepoys of ours pofted on the oppofite fide. 
Yefterday and this night the enemy threw a great many ftiells into 
the town, and fome into the works, which did us more damage than 
any theyc threw before. The enemy, yefterday in the afternoon, 
worked at thickening the fand-bank to the right of their battery 
clbfe to the fea, and this morning they opened three embrafures 
through it, which in the afternoon fired on the north-eaft lace of the 
north lunette ; fp that their north battery now confifts of fil teen em- 
brafures. The enemy extended their parallel or crotchet (t) ar the 

A a foot 
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^759* ^^^' ^^ '^^ glacis weftward about fifteen yards, but in a rough un- 
<u^^y^-> finlflicd manuer, as indeed tlieir whole work appears to be. Our 
working party laft night coniifted of fcventy-fix pioneers, the fecond 
company of grenadiers, and one hundred and thirty Sepoys, who were 
employed in clearing the earth at the foot of the demi bsiftion, finiih- 
ing the pllifadoes in the 4ry ditch, levelling the earth in the north- 
eaft angle of the covered way, railing and thickening the blind be- 
fore the old north-eaft baftion, and giving the parapets of that ba- 
ftion an entire repair. To day the enemy did hot fire from their 
'battery near the old ho^ital, and the embndfures appeared clofed up. 

Jan, 19. Notwithstanding the fire which we kept up laft night from 
our mufquetry, cannon and mortars, the enemy advanced by a third 
zig-zag (v) acro& the ialiant angle of the glacis. In the forenoon, 
the enemy fired pretty finartly from their mufquetry behind their 
firft crotcnet. They alfo brought two heavy guns (O) to the fouth of 
the Bar, and threw fome (hot into the town. Our working party 
laft night was one officer, three ferjeants,. and fifty-fix pioneers, the 
firft company of grenadiers, and thirty-two ferjeants and corporals, 
who were employed in levelling the earth raifed for the guns in the 
north-eaft angle of the coveaed way, clearing the earth from the foot 
of the demi baftion, carrying a pallifadoe acrois the dry ditch befere 
the eaft wing, thickening and raifing the blind, and repairing the 
erabrafures of the north-eaft baftion. The enemy's (hells this day 
{ct fire to the forting warehouie, to a warriiou(e in Gloucefter lane, 
and to (bme (alt-petre in Middle-gate ftreet, (b that the town was on 
fire in three places at once. 

20. Last night the enemy threw very few (hells or (hot into the 

works or town ; nor did they advance their works more thaa by 
producing the third zig-zag from the ridge of the glacis obliquely to 
the (ea-fide, where thty crowned it by a (inall return of four or five 
gabions. In the afternoon, I obferved a few Europeans working at 
a barbet parapet (O) near the fiftiers huts to the fouth ward of the bar, 
where the enemy had brought two large cannon, or one cannon and 
one mortar; for fuch they appeared to me. Our working party was 
the pioneer company and one hundred and twenty Sepoys, employed 
in the fame manner as yefterday, except driving rows of picquets in 
front of the fa(cine battery, and making a brcaft-work before the pal- 
li&doe which feparates the demi-baftion from the fecond curtain. 

.* * Last 
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Last night the enemy threw few or no fhells, and fired lefs than 
in any night of the fiege; nor did they make any apparent approach 
in their works. They thickened their fecond zig-zag and crotchet, 
and laid ibme fand-bags for their mufquetry. Our working party 
confifted of the pioneer company, and one hundred and twenty 
Sepoys, who were employed in repairing the parapets and cmbrafurcs 
of the old nortli-eaft baftipn; in finiftiing the blind for mufquetry; 
in clearing the face of the demi baftions, and driving pickets in the . 
front of, and laying fafcines on the fafcine battery; repairing the 
parapet and embrafures of the left face of the north baftion, and in 
clearing the fea g^te of rubbifli, and making, a traverfe before the gate 
of the redoubt. The enemy's batteries were this day very filent; but 
they fired pretty brifkly from their trenches on fuch of our people as 
appeared at the embrafures or ove^; the parapets. The enemy's 
method of proceeding, by fimple fap, in {o confined and unfupported 
a manner as their approaches are formed, giving great room to believe 
a fally might eafily drive them from their works, and overfct fome of 
the gabions, it was determined to fend out thirty fbldiers and forty 
pioneers, to try what could be done. A little paft five in the 
evening ten men and a Serjeant went out by the fea fide, and an 
officer and twenty men went out by the barrier in the north-eaft 
angle of the covered way; an engineer with the Captain of pioneers 
and forty men, followed. The foldiers were to poffefs the enemy's 
fecond crotchety and cover the pioneers while mey deftroyed the 
lodgment forming on the ridge of the glacis. Every thing fucceeded 
as we could wiih; the enemy ran out of their fap in an inftant, and 
our pioneers, for about eight minutes, worked hard at deftroying 
gabions, and fuch things as they found. The enemy then began to 
coUedt in their firft crotchet, and a fignal was made for the return of 
our party. We had two Serjeants killed, and three or four pioneers 
wounded : what the enemy (who had moftly Sepoys in their works) 
loft, we can't gueis; but as our cannon, mortars, and fmall arms 
played brilkly upon them» before and after the ially, they no doubt 
fufFercd. It was apprehend6d they were carrying a gallery under the 
glacis, in order to open the covered way by a minej but nothing of 
that kind was difcovered* 

Lf AST night the enemy did not advance their approaches, but worked 22. 
at thickening their fecond crotchet, third zig-zag, and raifing the 
head of their iap (w) on the ridge of the glacis. They fired few 

Aa2 ihells^ 
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1759. fhells, and thofe chiefly into the works. During the day the enemy 
^' — V-— ' fired very few cannon, particularly from their northern battery, where 
moft of the embrafures fecm to be blinded. Our pioneer company 
having been out on the fally we could only get a Serjeant and twelve 
men to work in the night, who were employed in repairing the 
parapets of the old north-eaft baftion, and one hundred Sepoys, who 
worked at a traverfe before the pallifadoe which ferves as a barrier 
between the royal baftion and low. curtain ; they alfo carried palli- 
fadoes down to the fafcine battery. 

Jan. 23. Last night a brifk fire of mufquetry was kept up on die enemy's 
approaches ; however, they advanced a few gabions on the glacis (x), 
almoft parallel to the eaft face cf the covered way; and thw opened a 
battery (H) of four embrafures in their thiid zig-zag, witn an intent 
to fire on the right face of the north ravelin ; but it did not anfwer 
their expectations in bearing well on that work. Our working party, 
of fixty-three pioneers and one hundred Sepoys, were employed in 
repairing the north-eaft baftion, in making a traverfe before the gate 
leading into the caponniere from the low curtain; another before each 
of the gates which clofe the communication to the royal and demi 
baftions; alfo in filling fand-bags in the north-eaft angle of th& 
covered way, and carrying them to the fcveral works. Two em- 
brafures were repaired, and one platform on the demi baftion; and 
one platform on the north ravelin. 

^. Last night the enemy attempted to pufli their gabions clofe to 

our covered way, but fomc of our men pofted there overfet many, 
which rolled into the fea^ and pulled others in between the palliladoe. 
A fmart fire of mufquetry commenced on this occafion, and continued 
two or three hours, in which we loft ten or twelve men, killed or 
wounded. From the north-eaft baftion and fafcine battery the field- 
pieces fired grape in fuch plenty, that feventy difcharges were made 
out of one gun; the enemy's lofs, fron> fuch a fire, muft doubtlefs 
have been great, and their work appeared this morning rough and 
incompleat. Our working party was fixty pioneers and one hundred 
Sepoys, who were employed in repairing the old north-eaft baftion; 
the embrafiires of the north ravelin, and making a. blind behind the 
flank of the royal baftion; but the pioneers being fent for to go and 
overfet the enemy's gabions, little work was done. We loft of that 
party one killed and two wounded. 

Last 
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Last night the enemy puflied on their approaches in a line pa- 1759 
rallel to the caft face of the covered way, as far as the Palmcira pal- < — v — * 
lifadoe (y), which runs quite into the fea; parallel to which they J^^* ^5* 
made a return. -In the night a fmall party of our pioneej-Stwent and 
pulled feveral of the enemy's gabions into the covered way, and a 
imall party of grenadiers alarmed theni in their trenches. Our work- 
ing party conlifted of fifty-three pioneers and one hundred Sepoys, 
who were employed in repairing the embrafures of the old north-eaft 
baftion, in repairing the parapets and embrafures of the north ravelin { 
filling in the (hell holes in the caponniere, and making a banquet 
behind the traverfe leading to it. About two o'clock in the afternoon 
it was detemiined to make a fally, with twenty men of the guard 
behind the blind, and twenty of the pioneer company, with an intent 
to deftroy the work the enemy had done the preceding night: they 
accordingly went out and drove the enemy from their approach 
behind the flockadoe, and our pioneers endeavoured to demolifh their 
work by overfetting the gabions, and throwing the. tools they found 
into- the fea, or our covered way. After maintaining their ground 
near fifteen minutes, the enemy began to grow very numerous in their 
crotchet on the ridge of the glacis; oh which our people were ordered 
to retire. We had Captain Black, who comifianded the twenty 
men, wounded through the leg, and Lieutenant Fitzpatrick of the 
.grenadiers (of whom twenty went out) through both nis arms, two 
or three men and one Serjeant killed. The enemy mufl: have fiif- 
fered confiderably from our fire, which was kept up very brifldy from 
the works above an hour. 

Last night the enemy pufhed on their approaches in a line almoft 26. 
parallel to the north face of the covered way before the demi baflion, 
and made a return (z) at the end of it, to cover their flank; fo that 
by the work of this and the preceding night they wholly embraced the 
faliant angle of our covered way, and consequently made, it too 
hazardous for us to keep troops therein. Our working party laft 
night confided of fifty-three pioneers and eighty-eight Sepoys, who 
were employed in repairing the north-eafl b^on, the parapet apd 
embrafbres; in repairing the embrafures and parapets of the fafcine 
batteiv, and lengthening it towards the fea; and at the fea gate 
redoubt, in (hutting up me great gate which was damaged and veiy 
difiicult to pafs, by the falling of die viranda; and opening the fmall 
gate on tke fouth fide; alfo in clearing the rubbiih from the north 

flank 
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J 759* ^^^^ ^ *^^ battery, and filling the gabions placed on the face. To* 
s^^r-m^ day tlw5 enemy fired moft of their fliot from their feveral batteries into 
the town J but thre-w their (bells chiefly towards the works on tho 
north front. 

Jan. 27. The enemy, laft night, did nothing but widen and raifc the work 
of the preceding night j which we in Ibme degree impute to the de^ 
tachments they made to oppofe Captain Prefton and Ifouf Cawn^ 
who we heard were at Poonamall^. Our working party confifted 
of forty-feven pioneers and ninety Sepoys^ who were employed in 
repairing the north-eaft baftioni in repairing the embrafures of the 
flank of the royal baftion; and in repairing me parapets and embra* 
fures of the north lunette ; they alfo worked, during the day, at the 
fea gate redoubt, when the north flank was entirely repaired, and 
embrafures fonned for four guns. In the afternoon Captain Prefton's 
fignal, of a great finoke, was feen weft of Egmore, and an Hircar 
came io, with a report diat the French h^d been eatirely routed^ by 
our troops. 

28^ The enemy did mot laft night, to appearance, woric much at their 

approaches, owing, I fuppofe, to the extraordinary guards they were 

oelig;ed to koep^ on account of libuf Cawn, whofe horfe were yefter- 

day very near Egmorc. TJiis morning, the French Black horfe; 

foot, and their European cavalry, were drawn up in a line, between 

EgihQFe and Capt. Mgfkelyne's^ gatdens, and by their motions to the 

right and left, we expe£ted that Ifouf Cawn was near them, efyc^ 

cially as feveral fmokes were feen that way ; however, nothing ap* 

peared. In the forenoon^ we obferved that the enemy, with feveral 

yoke of oxen, intended to draw off the guns they had to the fbutlv- 

ward of the bar i but on our firing a few fhot, the bullock drivers 

and bullocks difappeared. The enemy having now furrouaded our 

north-eaft faliant angle, and probably intending to make a battery 

on the glacis, it was determined to try laft night if we could pufh a 

mine from the counterfcafp that way. An engineer and eight men 

were accordingly fet to open an arch, which had been turned in the 

counterfcarp for that purpofe. The reft of the wwking paity, bc»ne 

thirty-two pioneers and eighty Sepoys, .were employed in repairing 

the parapet, and embrafures of the right face of the north lunette, 

and making a ditch before the ibuth flank of the fea^gate batteiy, in 

which a paUi&doe was fixed. 

Last 
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. Last night the enemy drew off one of their guns to the fcuth-* 1759. 
ward, but we could not perceive that they had worked any thing ^-— y — -> 
at their approaches 'till two o' clock in tne afternoon, when they J^^ ^9* 
were difcovered throwing up earth through a fmall hole juft within 
the banquet in the covered way oppofitc the ftockadoe (y)^ which 
was placed on the eaftcrrt glacis 5 which makes me imagine they 
vitrc working by covered fap, with an intent to open the counter- 
icarp under cover of the feliant angle of the demi baftion, where 
they could not be feen from the flank of the royal, but hiving come 
too near the furface, the earth fell in, and they were difcovered. 
Some grenadiers were immediately fent out to fire into the hole, and 
throw granades, which they did, and thereby ftopped the enemy's 
working. Our working party was laft night ihirty-feven pioneers 
and fijtty Sepoys, who were employed in carrying on the gallery, 
and in raifing the right fide of the caponniere, to cover our pcorie 
paffing and repafling to the north ravelin* Twelve men and a wr- 
jeant, with fome boatmen, worked in the day at the fea gate, in 
raifing the fouth flank of the battery, and filling up the u&lefs em- 
brafures. 

The enemy were laft night quite filent in their trenches, but 3^^ 
threw plenty of Ihells into the town, and at the north ravelin. By 
their filence, and other appearances, we concluded they were making 
a battery fome where on the face of the covered way, or carrying on 
a galleiy towards the blind. Our working party confifted of forty- 
five pioneers, and about feventy-five Sepoys, who were employed in 
.pufliing on the mine, compleating the right fide of the caponniere, 
and in repairing the parapet and embrafures of the right face of the 
north ravelin. A fail, which had been in fight to the ibuthward all 
day, came into the road towards the evening, under Englifh colours, 
ahd proved to be the Shaftft)ury, from Bombay, having been left by 
the other four India-men, and two twenty-gun (hips, which came 
as a convoy, the feventh inftant off Ceylon, and expefted to have 
found them here. This {hip, being the worit failor, had been an 
hofpital-fhip, and therefore brought us only the fick, and thereby 
added to our difb:e& for room. 

The French frigate, laft night, came near and received a broad- 3^« 
fide fi'om the Shaftfbury, and then failed to the fouthward, and to- 
day in the afternoon returned into die road again. A little before her 

return. 
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^759* r^*^™> feveral boats were feen going with men to the Haarlem^ a 
w-v^-^ Dutch Indiaman feizcd by the French, which (hip immediately 
. weighed and flood towards the Shaftfbury, who flipped her cable' 
and ftood quite under our guns. The Haarlem fired feveral fhot at 
our fhip, and followed her fo clofe, that we tryed to reach her with 
the guns from the fea line, but (he was at too great a range to fire 
with any certainty. The enemy, from their battery of two guns to 
the foutnward (O), and one from the northward (H), (truck the 
Shaftfbury »fevcral times, but night coming on, faved her from the 
damage (he muft otherwife have received. Early in the morning, 
the enemy opened four embrafures on the north face of the covered 
yray before the demi baftion, and began to fire with three guns, but 
the earth in the cells of their embrafures was fo high, and the bat- 
tery fo ill conflmdled, that, after firing twenty or thirty (hot, none 
of which came within feveral feet of the top of our parapets, the 
battery was filent, not only from its inutility, but, I imagine, fomc 
of the guns were difmounted by the fire from our north-eafl baflion. 
The working party laft night was forty-eight pioneers, twelve of 
which were employed in pufhing on the mine, the reft in clearing 
the earth from the demi baftion, and repairing the fa(cine battery. 

• ; Jt being alfb imagined that the enemy were pu(hing on a gallery be- 

hind the counterfcarp under the narrow covered way to the eaftward, 
with an intent to deftroy our blind, or blow up the covered way, it 
was determined to open another gallery from the covered pafTage un- 
der the blind, and carry it on to meet the enemy, in cafe tliey fhould 
advance that way. 

Feb. I . The enemy laft night repaired the damaged merlons of their bat- 
tery, and endeavoured to lower the qells of %their embrafures, from 
whence in the morning they fired three guns, but with little efFedl, 
and were fbon obliged to clo(c their embrafures, as in the preceding 
day. The Haarlem, the enemy's battery to the fouthward, and one 
gun to the nortliward, fired on the Shaft(bury, at intervals, all day, 
and have fent feveral (hot through her ; we, in return, fired at the 
fhip, and the enemy's fouthern guns ; in the evening, a twenty-four 
pounder burft on St. Thome baftion, and wounded fix men, of which 
four were mortally Jiurt. The Goveriior being there, very narrowly 

• ^ .cfcaped with a flight (cratch. The- Cuddalore fchooner came near 

the road in the evening, and then ftood away to the northward 
again. Our working party laft night was fifty-four pioneers and 

thirty- 
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tKlrty-fivc Sepoys, who were employed as follows: twenty- four 17C9. 

pioneers J pufliing on our gallery, relieved each other every fix hours^ 

the refli with the Seapoys, were repairing the pallifadoe in the gorge 

of the north lunette, repairing the embrafures in the eaft flank of the 

royal baftion, and levelling the earth beat down on the banquets of 

the lower curtain. The enemy threw but few {hells laft night or in 

this day. 

• 
Last night the enemy worked at repairing the prapet, and Feb. 
lowered the embraiiiTes of their battery on the crcft of the glacis, in 
which they opened again this nK)rning five embrafures, and fired 
with two guns on the angle of the demi baltion, which rarely ftruck 
the top of the parapet. Our working party was iifty-one pioneers, 
and a hundred Sepoys, who were employed in repairing the fafcine 
battery, in fetting up pallifadoes in the gorge of the north ravelin, 
and in repairing die parapets of the north-eaft baftion ; twenty-fcven 
men were employed in pufhing the gallery under the north covered 
Way, and under the covered way near the blind. The enemy's 
battery, which fired a £hot now and then from one gun, was 
iilent before noon. About three in the afternoon. Captain Prefton, 
Ifouf Cawn, and the enemy, ieemed to be engaged in feme topes 
four or five miles north-weft, and continued firing till five o' clock. 
The Haarlem iand the French frigate drew off laft night, and an- 
chored to the northward, fb that the Shaftfbury had only two guns 
from the fouthward and one from the northward to fire on her* 

This morning, about day-break, the enemy iprung a mine be- 3. 
hind the counterfcarp of the ditch, oppofite the eaft-end of thel cu- 
vette, and opened the wall about twenty or twenty-five feet, but 
did no other damage than wounding three or four men and an ofii- 
cer in the demi bafticHi with bricks. The intent of this opening is 
not very clear, becaujfe if it was defigfied as a defcent into the ditch, 
it is ib injudicioufly made, that four guns from the flank of the royal 
baftion fire diredly into it ; but Colonel Lawrence is rather of 
opinion, it was intended to deftroy the entrance to our mine, which 
was but twenty feet from theirs, or that they fprung it, thinking we 
were at work on the outfide ; for the engineer and people at work 
on our mine heard the enemy very diftindtly at work within the 
counterfcarp about tvro o' clock in the morning, and alarmed them 
by knocking, and calling out to bring the match that we migbt 
Ipring our mine. Our working party, of fifty-four pioneers and 

B h forty 
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\jzg* forty or fifty Sepoys was employed on the mine. and countermine, 

u^ ■ ^^^ J and thickening tlie parapet of the demi baftion near the faliant 

angle, wliich part the enemy's battery feems to be intended 

againft. 

Feb. 4. LyvsT night, the enemy endeavoured to make their guns on the 
glacis bear on the demi and north-eafl baftions, by lowering the 
embrafures ; but after firing a few (hot in the morning, they clqfcd 
ihem as before. In fliort, the fire from the flaiik of the royal 
baftion oblique, and three guns in the north-eaft dired, is fb fupcrior 
to the enemy's, that they cannot poffibly ftand that and our {hells 
above an hour or two every morning. Our working party confifted 
laft night of fifty- three pioneers and fifty or fixty fepoys, who were 
employed in thickening the parapet of the demi baftion, and carrying 
on the two galleries. The enemy's large (hells being all expended, 
is the reafon, we imagine, that they only throw from time to time 
thofe of eight or ten inch from two mortars in the crotchet at the 
foot of the glacis (K). The fire of their artillery from the feveral 
batteries, except that at the burying-ground of four guns, was alfo 
very flow. The two large guns at the bar were this morning with- 
drawn, and a field-piece brought thither. 

5. . This morning early we. were furprized with the fight of fix or 
,fevcn veflTels under fail, and concluded them at once to be our fhipS 
from, Bombay, but the advance of the day icon difcovered to our 
, view the enemy's two (hips, and five fiiiall vefiels, going out of the 
jodd, andftandingeaftward, and as foon as the fea wind came in^ 
ibey ftcod to the Ibutliward. This extraordinary motion we can no 
ways account for, but by fuppofing the enemy have had advice of our 
ftiips being fomewliere on the coaft, and fearful of theirs falling into 
our hands, have fent them to take fliclter under Pondicherry, A red 
fiag was feen at the great mount in the morning, and a great fmoke, 
fo that we conclude Captain Prefton and Ifouf Cawn are got thither, 
and hope they will foon get nearer to us. The enemy, laft night, 
fired a good deal of mufquetry, and this morning fired three or tour 
rounds from tv/o guns on their breaching battery, but were obliged 
to clofe it immediately, and fcarce fired a mufquet /hot all day. The 
four guns at the newhofpital were filent or withdrawn, and only two 
fired flowly at the old hofpital. Our working party, of fifty-three 
pioneers and forty Sepoys, were employed on the demi baftion, north 

ravelin. 
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ravelin and galleries: yefterday that under the north covered way fell 1759. 
in, and had like to have difcovered us to the enemy, but being no* ^ — v*— ^ 
further advanced than the banquet of our covered vyray, we turned to 
rfie right till we got into the center of the old town wall^ and then 
advanced forward towards the enemy's battery. Indeed we imagined 
the gallery to have been under the parapet, and were furprized to fee, 
by the face of die covered way, that we were not fo far. 

This morning fix embrafures of the enemy's battery to the north- Feb, 6. 
ward appeared to be repaired; and by their withdrawing the guns 
from the new hofpjtal, it is fuppofed they intend to reftore their, firfl: 
grand battery. Nothing elfe appeared to have been done as to their 
works, and their battery on the glacis was filent. Our working 
party, confifting of fifty pioneers and as many Sepoys, was employed 
in repairing the parapets of the dcmi bafUon, and carrying on our 
two galleries; thirty failors were landed from the Shaftibury to affift 
the artillery; and the fhip, no longer apprehenfive of the enemy, 
went out into deeper water. 

Early this morning the enemy faluted us with four guns and one 7. 
mortar from their old grand battery, which cannot be much to the 
credit of the attack, thus to retreat, after having had four guns in 
battery five days on the glacis. The old north-eaft baftion, which 
with three guns has been maintained the whole fiege, feems to be the 
objedt of their old (but once more new) battery. The angle of tlie 
demi baftion is alfo battered from thefe four guns, and as many from 
the burying-ground fire on the face : fo that the enemy have now, as 
it were, gone back to the fixth of January, and have on us tlic fol- 
lowing batteries: at the old hofpital two guns plunging inta^and en- 
filading the whole north front; at the burying-ground four guns bat- 
fcring the face of the demi baftion; at the grand battery four guns, 
firing on the fidiant angle of the demi, and on the old north-eaft 
baftion, and one mortar, throwing {hells of ten inches into the town. 
On the zig-zag which crofles the ridge of the glacis, three mortars, 
throwing eight and ten inch (hells Into the demi arid north-eaft 
baftipijs, the blind and fafcine battery. Our working party, of 
fifty pioneers and as many Sepoys, were employed in raifing and 
repairing the left face of the north ravelin, repairing two embrafures 
on the north face of the royal baftion, and in carrying on the 
galleries. 

B b 2 Thr 
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The enemv diis moramg fired with four guns from their grand 
battery; but tne grcatcft part of the (hot from thence and the burying- 
ground go over our parapets. Nothing new appeared in their ap- 
proaches. Captain Barker and nrvyfelf this morning went off in a 
Moffula boat on board the Europe ftlip, and rowed from thence a little 
to the north(vard, with an intent to come back along (hore» and take 
a view of the enemy's works in rcverfe. We got lb far north, and 
fo near, as to fee plainly behind their grand battery, which at firft 
appeared very ill manned; b«it in an inftant it was filled, and a gun 
or two turned ^ainft us, with which they flred five rounds at the 
boat. This obliged us to make an hafty retreat, and prevented us 
from feeiiig fo much of their works as we propofed. A defertcr 
who had formerly been in owr fcrvice came in from the enemy this 
evenings and informs us, that the reafon tliey abandoned their battery 
on the glacis, was, becaufe they loft many men from the fuperiority 
of our fire, had feveral guns difabled, and Were conftantly appre- 
henfive^of being blowii up by our mine, which they heard we were 
making under it. He alio affures us, that they are not making any 
mines on their part, as we apprehended. Our working party, of 
fifty pioneers and twenty-feven Sepoys, were employed in repairing 
the embrafures on the north face of the royal, which fire on the 
enemy's grand battery; and thofc of the <^d north-eaft baftion; alfo 
in pulhing on our galleries, one of which is now under the enemy's 
battery, and the other fo far advanced as to prevent any poffibility of 
deftroying the blind by a mine. •We had certain advice this afternoon 
of Major Caillaud's arrival at the Mount, but no account of the 
forces with him. One of the enemy's (hips anchored this afternoon 
in St. Thom^ road, which it was determined the Europe fhip {hould 
attack; for if Ihe is loaded with heavy fliclls, as we apprehend, we 
ought to hazard greatly rather than^ let them be landea; becaufe the 
damage they will do the works» now the enemy is fo near, will be 
irreparable, and give them aa opportunity of cffcdiually eftablifhing 
the battery on the glacis. 

Early this morning we beard ^ OtMSt cannonading towards the 
Mount, which continued at intervals all day, and was renewed very 
brifldy to<vards the evening. The adion was, no doubt, between a 
ftrong party of M. LaHy's European forces, with his black army, 
»nd our troops under the command of Major Caillaud, who had juft 
joined Captain Prefton and Ifouf Cawn, from Tanjore; how it 

s ended 



SIEGE OF FORT St. GEORGE. 189 

«Qded IS hard to iay, but we hope, from the repeated reinforcements 1759. . 
Ivhkh the enemy fent out, that our people had the advantage. In ^— -r^-^ 
Ae afternoon two companies of Sepoys were feht out to the bar, and 
from thence proceeded to the garden-houfe, which pofts the enemy 
had abandoned; they found fome ammunition, fand-bags, &c. 
which they brought away, and fet fire to the enem/s gabions. It 
was intended that our Europe (hip fhould make an attempt in the 
hight on the fhip which anchored off St. Thom4 yefterday; how- 
ever, it was not dtine, and to-day many ftorcs were unloaded and 
carried to the Black-town. The enemy's fire was not very bri/k 
to-day, and moft of their fhot flew over the town. Nothing appeared 
to have been done at their approaches. Our working party was laft 
night fifty-one pioneers and .twenty-feven Sepoys, employed in re- 
pairing the demi and north-eafl bailiohs, and cairying On the 
galleries. 

The enemy lafl night did nothing apparently to their approaches, Feb. 10. 
and were pretty filent in their batterieTs. During the day they fired 
fmartly from their northern battery, but mofl of the fhot feemed to 
be diredted for the houfes in the town, among wbich they made 
great havock; they alfo threw all their fhells into the town, fo that 
the fiege feems to be begun a-frefh, arid the attack intended againft 
the houfes rather than the works. Our working party, of pioneers 
and forty-eight Sepoys, were employed in repairing the old north-eaft 
baflion, the demi baflion, clearing the eartn below, and in carrying 
on the galleries. The enemy's (hip went off in the night. 

Tme enemy lait night fired little mufquetry, and did not, that 11. 
we could difcover, make any addition to their approaches. Our 
working party, of fifty-fix pioneers and one hundred and thirty-three 
Sepoys, were employed in repairing two embrafures and thickening a 
traverfe on the demi baftion; in clearing the rubbifh from the mint 
baftion, in laying a platform and making another embrafure near th« 
beach at the fafcine battery. The gallery under the counterfcarp 
being advanced about ninety-five feet, two chambers were made, and 
loaded with two hundred and fifty pounds of powder each; that 
before the blind was opened by a pit up through the glacis, and a 
branch carried on a parallel to the covered way, towards the enemy 
*t th« ftockadoe. 

Last 
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r/^y. Last night the enemy advanced, or rather repaired, z fbiall 
v^>-y^ / brcaft-vvork they had at the end of the ftcckadoe, near die fea* fide i 
Feb. 12. but niade no otncr alteration in their approaches. Our working 
party, of fifty-feven pioneers and thlrty-diree Sepoys, were employed 
xn repairing the riorth-eaft baftion and the demi, and in lengthening 
put the fafcine battery quite into the furf, by means of calks filled 
with fand; placing a barricade of pallifadoe, cheveaujc de frize, and 
trees in front, and raifing the parapet. The pioneers employed under 
the north counterfcarp continued to ftop the mine, and the Blacks to 
advance the new ihaft. A deferter came in this afternoon over the 
enemy's lodgement on the glacis, and alTures us, that the enemy are 
making no mines, but are much afraid of ours. The fire of the 
befiegers artillery and mortars has not been fo briik to-day as it was 
yefterday. 

' 13. This morning, between two and three o'clock, we were alarmed 

by an attempt of the enem/, with thirty Europeans and fifty Coffrees, 
to nail up our guns at the fafcine battery : they advanced along the 
fca fide from the flockadoe, to within thirty yards of our work; 
when being difcovered, they made an halt, and.after receiving a fire 
or two from a fix-pounder placed near the beach, they went to the 
right about in fome confufion, and returned within their works. The 
drums having beat to arms, the whole garrifon repaired to their polls, 
and plenty of Ihells and grape-lhot were thrown into the enemy's 
approaches. We had a Captain and one foldier wounded, and the 
enemy left five or fix men dead on the beach ; and in the morning a 
ferjeant of the Lorraine regiment, being- mortally wounded, crawled 
into our covered way, and died foon after:- from him we learnt the 
force' and intention of the enemy. Our working party confifted of 
fifty-feven pioneers and forty-eight Sepoys, who were employed in 
repairing the north-eaft baftion, and the demi baftion; clearing the 
rubbifti from the north curtain, and clearing the earth from the right 
face of the north ravelin, with which banquets were made above. 
The iftopping of the mine under the north counterfcarp was cora- 
pleated to-day^ and intended to deftroy the enemy's battery, if ever 
they attempted to re-eftabli(h it. TTie fire of the enemy's north bat- 
tery was to-day very brilk, and that at the old hofpital filent. 

^4* • Having obferved that the enemy, before die riling of the moon 
laft night, had placed fome gabions near the fea fide, alittle advanced 

beyond 
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beyond the i^otkadoe^ a briik fire was kept thereon from the fafcinc 1759. 
battery, and a fally rcfolvcd to be made in the morning. Accordingly, ^-^y*-^ 
about fix o'clock, a fiibaltern and fifteen men were fent along the 
covered way till they got on the flank of the ftockadoe ; forty more, 
with two Captains, went direftly in front of the .ftockadoe; and 
twenty, with an Engineer, went without arms. The enemy ran 
from their poft immediately, and our people took pofleffion, which 
they maintained till the gabions by the fea fide were overturned and 
thrown into the furf, the earth levelled, and the enemy's tools 
gathered up; our party then returned, having only two men flightly 
wounded. The enemy being fired on by the north ravehn, royal 
baftion, demi baftion, and fafcine battery, with grape, befides all 
the works with muflcetry, muft have loft many men. We could 
have kept poflefllon of the ftockadoe if we pleafed; -but it was not 
thought neceflary. The intent of the enemy advancing by the fea 
fide, muft be with a view to bring cannon againft our fafcine battery-; 
or under cover of the beach, which is fteep, to advance, by means 
of traverfes, till they got^ beyond our place of arms, and then make 
an attempt on tliat and the fafcine battery together. The enemy 
were remarkably quiet all night in their trenches and batteries, the 
only difturbance they gave us being by a (hell or two now and then ; 
thus they generally a<9; when they are carrying on any work. Oiir 
• working party confifted of twenty- four pioneers and thirty Sepoys, 
who were employed in clearing and repairing the embrafures of the 
uortli-eaft baftion, repairing the embrafures on the demi, and re- 
pairing the caponniere before the blind. 

Last night, before the rifing of the moon, the enemy replaced Feb. 15* 
the gabions which had been overfet yefterday morning, and endea- 
voured to compleat the traverfe (N) ; but the fire of a twelve pounder 
from the fafcine battery, and the (hells from the demi baftion, made 
fuch deftrudion among their gabions, that they advanced their work 
but little. Our working party, of thirty-five pioneers and forty 
Sepoys, was employed in repairing the north-eaft baftion, the em- 
brafures of the demi, one embrafure on the royal, the demi caponniere 
before the blind, and driving the pickets in front of the falcine bat- 
tery. The mine being loaded, three pioneers attended it by turns, 
and were covered at night by ten grenadiers. The enemy's fire 
to-day was very.brifkin the morning from fix guns on their grand 
battery, tliree at the burying-ground, and two at the old hofpital ; 

but 



jt,i J O U R N A L O F T H Ji 

J^759* ^^^ ^' ^^^ ^^ ^^ evening they only fired frow three « the graDd Iwit- 
io^ v **'^ tery and two at tlie burying-ground; a great quantity of artillcxy 
indeed to deftroy defences ! The French frigate having returned tte 
14th at.night, and anchored in St. Thome road» dhe iailofs which wc 
had on (hore, and tjiirty marines, were fcnt on board the Shafteilbmy, 
which failed to attack her about eleven at night i but the frigate wa» 
gone out of fight by the morning, 

Feb. 16. Though the enemy laft night did not again attempt to pufli on 
their fap by the fea fide> we kept a brifk firp till mooo^Jight, and by 
their filence fujrpe<9£d them to be ibmewl>ere ^t work.. Our pco{4e 
, were employed in laying latge timbers and fand-bags on die beacfa^ to 
make a platform at the fadine battery for a {hoit iix)n twelve-poundar 
of a new make, weighing eleven hundred weight, of which two 
came on board the Shafteibury; in driving pickets in the front, and 

, • fccuring the flank of the fafcine battery by trees laid in the furf. A 
party of Sepoys were ftnt to level the earth at the. foot of the demi 
ijaftioni but, the moon rifing early they were difcovcrcd and fired on 
by. tlie enemy, who killed one man, and the reft tlicreon abandoned 
: the work. The embrafure$ of the north-eaft and dcmi baftions were 
repaired. The enemy's fire , to-day was very brifk from their artil- 
lery, but they threw very few (hells. We got the platform ready on 
the beach for the iron twelve pounder by noon; fo that we had two 
twelve and one fix pounder to prevent the enemy's approach. About 
noon a fmall iloop anchored in the road, and acquainted us, that our 

' ihips were feen by her a few days before in the latitude cf fourteep 
north, and about five in the evening we perceived fix fail to the north- 
ward, which we boncluded to be ours; and apprehending the enemy, 
on fight thereof, might attempt ibmething, the whole ganifon was 
ordered to lay on their arms at the feveral p^s during the night. 

ij^ The whole garrifon being at their pofts laft night, a bri(k fire of 

mufketry was kept up againft the enemy's works« About ten 
o'clock the fix (hips (etn in the evening anchored in our road, and 
were known to be thofe we expe(3:ed from Bombay. A few pioneers 
only were employed to lay plank, with nails drove through tnem, in 
front of the fafcine battery. About two in the morning the enemy 
fired pretty fmartly from muiketry, but their fhot flew hi^; fires 
appeared at the fame time in their trenches, and, by morning, we 
diicovered that th^ approaches were evacuated^ and the enemy were 

quitting 
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quitting the Black-town/ having nailed up^ all the guns the/ couldlRre j 759; 
from, and dcftroycd -the carriages which they ^thought ierviccable^ 
The troops, about fix hundred ip number, were landed this morning. 

Thus terminated the fiege of Fort St,* George, "after tKe garrifon 
had been fliut up fixty-fevcn days, and the enemy's batteries had beeti 
open forty-fix. The arrival of the fliips from Bombay with fuccours, 
iKMbtlefs, haftened the enemy's retreat, and faved the Black* town. 

As nothing very different from what* is met with in all fieges, or 
Is^d down as general maxims, was pradtifed in our defence, it will be 
unneceilary to enter into a particular recapitulation; but I cannot with 
juftice omit the following circumftances. To the credit of our artil- 
lery let it be remarked, that two twelve-pounders from the north 
ravelin difmounted four twenty-four pounders oppofed to them ; and 
that, of thirty-two pieces of cannon found on the enemy's batteries, 
thirty-one were difabled by our fhot, which are many more than we 
had hurt by the enemy, notwithflanding our works were enfiladed, 
plunged into, and taken in reverfe. I muftahb mention, as a thing not 
common in fieges, that the works, by a few men, were kept in ex- 
traordinary good repair, and three guns, with a ftout parapet, were 
maintained on the north-eafl baftion from die firft to the laft day of 
the fiege. An addition was alio made of a battery by the fea fide, 
and two pieces more were fired the i6th of February than the 14th 
of December. Nor mufl: I forget to obferve, that a few raw men, 
taken from the pioneer company, ere'atly out-did the much boafied 
miners of the French, who were to blow whole baftions into the air: 
for, after the breaching battery was eredted, thofe men, without 
having feen any thing of the kind before, and without any previous 
preparation of flantions or tods, were fet to open the counterfcarp^ 
and, by continued hard labour^ carried a (haft ninety-five feet in 
length under the enemy's battery, where two chambers were made, 
and loaded widi'twb hiindred and fifty pounds of poWder each. 
This work was executed within a few feet of the enemv, and in fight 
of their lodgement on the glacis. They faw, and dreaded, but could 
not interrupt it, though we lofl: many men. Whoever confiders the 
nature of the foil, and that tKe fhaft was carried on under the explo- 
fion of the enemy's guns, which every day made the earth fall in^ 
muft allow this to have been a moft laborious and hazardous under- 
taking. . i 

Co I 
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r759« I Wii.L now precfeed to d ^Mutlcultr fiew of tbe t»(9nr^tt i|9* 
i -" v — ^ preaches andbatteries^ ts tbey were the day die fiege was nwfecU {»<- 
ginning willi that xm the creft of ^tK .glitcifi* 

This batteiy opened Ikritb itvft eihabrafifircs; thme of whtch tdrfe 
intended tobreach iSte ^iant saiigle i>f iiie4emibaAjom ^nd tW6tdf 
ikeagatftft'&eUthditadtraMkHeafts bM fhe conftm^on omI pofiteMi 
was £) iU coAtrivied^ that ^cTOcmy Vf^re trf>}flg;ed to ^iefc me tn-^ 
brafures every day, after firing a few (hot, which in general flew 
over. Thb haVdck made in tlui battery bgr^ur iheUs and that, liitift 
certainly have been verv great; for ^even ^gtins, ^ghfieea and twenty*** 
feiir povmders, with inck carnages, lay difiifaicd. 

The fodgnoit oh the eaft ^e t>f die cohered way, Kod behind 
the ft€x;4cadoe, ^^):ead of behig ttikd with 'a thick mcapet weU faced 
with fafcines, and banquets made below, was nomig fxiore than a 
4itcle loofe -earth, thrown up into ^bme ^abtcfn idftCed withcMt. onktv. 
Nor were the crotchets or demi paralleis, whicii osghlt to have bee^ 
<:apacioii6 and weH >made works, formed in any other manner than 
the common zig-2gag8, ^wtedi were a -kind of ilying ^ ahMC dRmr 
4eet broad; '&> that, ctndofd)tedl^ had it ever been fldoa^Suy HtHeAkn 
on aftai^king the tiocriny's trenohes with a body ^ foirt: or me h«mirod 
;iien, ^e cetdd not iiahre faHed to ^rtyfe them Aom Iheir |;rand battery^ 
and nail iip aH their pMs. 

N« jvR the foot df die glacis, on "dre ^fi^ce of a eig*8«jg> w« a hkb- 
teiy of -four cmbrdTttfes, intended to min 'ike pan^pet Mtd ^^immnt 
the guns of die ri^bt hct of oht north raiv^elin^ bttC ^t cdligiaent^df 
the parapet was £> far from paaraHel to ite objeS, that it wasffaasdljr 
poSjhie to twsft the ombrafures into an opening that diegtesvaight 
fK otir work. Here lay fettr ^twenty-^^bw poondets 'diiablod. 

On that ^sut of the Second *cit>tehet lotht ri^ <£ the *tBig-a»|^ 
tlie eneaay lud iired-thtoe dghtand tan iwAi'tmrtn^ mai left Mutad 
tihem two d^bkd beds« 

In the. grand battery, which e|iened fifteen (enbrtifitres i^of which 
^ree werc«diredi^d to the north mv^din, and twelve on the dcteiand 
<MMfth««ei^ baftiom) wore ibc^utas noimted on^thttr carm^; and 
though the enemy had fired from four of them the 1 6tn .in dbf 

evening. 
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«vftmn{{t y«t 4Q ^t out hnA rei»ived cooOdcfabk damage on the 1759. 
ttuaxl^fi, and migh*^ ia fad, be reckoae4 difebl^; there were, 
|?efKjes, five guns with their ewi^iges, aad fom* fparc oRea dif^ 
mounted and ruined* Behind the right wing of thw battery the 
enemy had fw mortars of tweWe Fr^i inchw* but reaaaved theoa, 
to make roQTO far gun*, leaving two difi»bledbed8» 

In the battery 9 Uttk tp the left of the burying-giaund, whkph was 
tolerably wfU huiiti apd epened four emhraiums, weje three gun» 
mounted oil their carriages, which had been fired the.precodiog 
evening, but were all damaged on their muzzles.. Five guns in the 
battery, and one more^ near>. lay.diimounted, and threQ. carriages, 
by them mined. This battery, to appearance, was built with a 
defign to enHlade the right face of the; north ravelin and the covered 
Wi^y before iti but it Was placed a confiderable diftange to the left of 
the face produc^di tuid con^quently could not anfwer that purpoie; 
it$ greateft oxeoution was. on the face of the denii baftion, pear tthe 
ihoulder, againft whi^h two gun$ eonftantly jdayed. 

. Oh the i^9 ^ the old town ditch,, behind a fteep bank opnofite 
the Portugueze churchy were the reniain^ of four mortar platiorms 
and two difabled beds; ap4 frp?^ hep(?^ ibfi pft«fty,thpevy thejf hufry 
Ihella after (h^ had madfi their lodgment on thecMft of die ^a^ris* 

On the battery to the left of the old hofpit^, 1 cou!4 not difeoyef* 
any gupsi but imagine fome m^ have been difiibjed ?jid bvrie4» a$ 
^t hsiftt^ Was Gm^t fevml daya before the enemy's retneat. It was 
built among the rmna of houfea, and had fix embrafiires, from two of 
whidi the enemy fbr^mp days battered the left face of the rpy^; 
l|,Ut:afterwar4s with four only en^aded the right face and tlbff covered 
way Jarfose it> took tk€ right fiank ih veveffe, and ph«<iged into the 
demi baflion. Adjoining to this battery on the left was another, in a 
different dire<!lioi)^ which opened four embrafures, and frpfn whence 
three guns were -fired on the right face of Pigpt's Jxiftion £ot a few 
days, after which it was filenti but with wh^t view the enpmjr 
direded any fire on that work, no one ever Could conceive, bccauw 
that baition could neither be attacked, nor ofiend them« 

The battery fcuilt ifl the front of the new hofpital, near the place 
l^fhexe/Ae Company's garden«houfe formerly ftood, had four embra--. 

C c a fures. 
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fures, and as many guns were cohftandy fired from thence,, till a few 
days before the ficge was raifed. It was intended, I fuppofe, to 
recochet and plunge into all the works of the north front; and indeed 
it might have proved the moft troublcfome battery to us of all which 
the enemy ereded : but I do not think they had cannon enough on it, 
nor that thofe they had were managed with the greatcft addrefs. 
There were neither guns nor carriages found on this battery, and 
pefhaps none were disabled on it; becaiife, ^s the guhs always fired 
cri ricochet, the embrafures were choaked in front, and the guns not 
jCobeieen. 
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1. The march of the party under Colonel 
Draper, in the fally the 14th December 

2. A party of the enemy which fired down 
theftreet 

3. TVo platoons left to check that party 

4. The LoVraine regiment, with four 
guns, taken in flank 

5. Battalions de llnde 

6. Colonel Draper's party, with two guns 
playing on the Lorraine regiment 

7. A party of our troops behind a mud 
.. wall, where eighty of them were taken 

8. Colonel Draper'^ retreat 

9* The march of a p&rtyf under Major 
^ Brereton, to fupport the other 
Yo. The regiment of Laliy, marching to 
cut off our retreat 

11. The march of a party which made a 
fally the 1 2th of January, under Major 
Brereton 

12. A Trench * 

1 3« The Con^Mmv's gardens, where the 
enemy had a picket and two guns,whicb 
were taken 

A. The opening of the trcnches,begun the 
* I'^tb of December at night . 

B. The enemy's grand battery, bfgun 
18th at night, and opened oth January 



C. Six thirteen inch mortals, which play'd 
the 5th January in the morning 

D. A battery'of thVee'gunsj opened 2d Jan. 

E. A battery of four guns and two how- 
' itzers opened 6th Jan. in the morning ' 

F. A battery of four guns, opened the 7th 

G. A battery of four* guns, which played 
en ricochet, opened 11 th January 

H. A battery of four guns, opened 23d 

January, againft the north ravelin 
I. A battery of five guns, intended to 
-breach the demi ballion, and deftroy 

the bliijd and ttbrth-eafi, opened ^ifr 

Jan. in the moraif^ 
K. Mortar batteries of the enemy 
L. Retrenchments, or barricadoes 
M. A Fougafie) fprung by the enemy the 

3d February in the morning 
N. Th^ laft attempt of the enemy^ to ad* 

vance by traverfes, 14th February ^ . 
O. A battery of two gun5, ivhich fired 

into the town and at th^ Shaftfbury ^ ^ ' 
P. The royal baftion 
Q^ The north-eaft baftion 
R. The north raveUn 
S. The Demi baftion ' 

T. The fafcinc bfitt|jhr 
U. The bl Jiid before^ t^e north-eaft baftion 
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Coaft of Coromandel. 



THE enemy when they raifed the (iege the 17th of Fe- ly^g 
bruary, marched off with fo much percipitation that the 
Black- town efcaped the deftni£tion with which it had been 
threatned by M. Lally- He marched diredtiy to the Mount, were 
he left marks of his refentment unworthy ot a foldier. Among the 
reft of his devaftations, he ordered three barrels of gun powder to 
be lodged in Colonel Lawrence's country houfe, and blew it up. 

The next morning he reached Conjeveram, and immediately began 
td fortify it againft a fudden attack ; but the want of bullocks, Cooleys 
and other necefl'aries, made it impradlicable for our army tcttake the 
field till the beginning of March. We had then repoflefled Poono- 
mallay and Trcpaflbre, having about thirteen or fourteen hundred 
Europeans, for the reinforcement which arrived the 17th of February, 
amounted to fix hundred men compleat, and with thcfe were the 
Black-army of Ifouf Cawn and the Nabob's brother. 

Colonel Lawrence who commanded, being defirous of bringing 
on an a^ion, marched towards Conj cveram, and moved round it, cxpofing 
his flank; but as he found nothing could provoke the enemy to ftir, 
and being in a very bad ftate of health, he prudently refolved to quit 
the command rather than fubjedl himfelf to certain fatigue (which 
he could not bear) without a profpedl of performing the fcrvice he 

was 
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1759. was deiirous to accompliih, he there forercturncd to England^ leaving 
— -- ' the conunand to Major Brcreton/ a gallant officer, and next in ran^ 
to Colonel Draper; whofe ill ftate of health obliged him Ukewife to 
leave a clinfiate which was £> prejudicial to him, that he .found it ne-> 
ceflary to take the firft opportunity of withdrawing hittifelf froni the 
bad effeft of it. He accordingly took his paflage in a China fhip, 
and left the garrifon full of regret for the lols of a brave officer wha 
had endeared himfelf to them by every other part of hi3 conduA and 
behaviour. 

Major Brereton, to draw out the enemy if poffible to an 
engagemeat, made a motion towards Wtndewaffi, a^ opened ^ound 
before that place. The French marched to itlieve it, and came with- 
in nfne mSes of our army, who advanced' between Ihree'or four miles 
towards them, where they remained two days under arms. Major 
Brereton finding the enemy had taken a poft which from its ftrength, 
it wis not prudent for him to attack, and being informed tliat they 
had left hut a fmall force in Conjeveram, made a forced n^rcb ia thif 
Jiight of the 1 2th of April, and the day after entered the town* It 
was ganifoned by five hundred black troops comimaridfed by Muftaph^ 
Beg, an enterprizing partisan, wholeft our fervicc, withdrawing himfejtf 
fixmi Captain Prefton, during the fiege of Madrafi. Muftapha Beg 
retired with his party to the Pagoda, where he made an obftinate rc- 
fiftance tiH he was killed, 'with ttie^greaf eft *part of his followers^ 
but not till they had made the befiegers fuffer in their turn, by the 
lofs of four officers,, though fcarce any men in proportion* Major 
Monfbn, as he was reconnoitring, received a wound which entereid 
near his ear, paffed through hia cheek, and came out ncaf lii« noie» 
but he never found any great inconvenience from it. Major Breretoo^ 
in the attack, received a contufion on his knee which laid him .up fof 
ibme time^ and Major CaHlaud was wounded in the cheek* 

Thes2 accidents loft them theoritical time of aaioii,for the tutmf 
were never in a Worfc condition j being ready Tor a general mutiny 
for want of cloajthing and nay. The deiertion of this io&ntry wa» 
very great, and fifty Huffars coming over to U5 wejre an addition of 
a vcryufefol corps, and of moft particular benefit Jt|hi$ jun^rp, 
as they helped to overcome a very falfe prejudice which oxir people . 
had hitherto entertained, that fuch troops were ufelcfs; whcrtas io . 
fadt though exceedingly expenfive, they are ahiplutely ncceiJary for 

ibme 
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fasm pMrtiaalar ftmceSt lad tbe Sepofs are dwayi in die gpKateft 1709. 
4fMil <^ them* Upon didb cbaiiderations it was at length revived ^ 
tonttfe a body cf between twa and tliiMhiimdp^ 

BetiKo m pcfibfiioa of Conjeyeran «ro mnMied tiwre a msiiifi^ 
«s 4id MC. LaUx ^ Caamy-jpauk, titt iuving ooMnvedw doiXh kis 
4fkm^ ut^ifoafij^^ they wobidbe mdined ibr aOiofi, 

Mfiptt iat^isestce dut i£aif Cawn vm Tetomed toTtkhi]iMc4j> and 
-that ^e Nabob's brother had attbleft die amif, lie mtmi towards 
.Conjevcrtfla. AkmAlhe^tirM^tM^ and it 

^beb^ ibmght diat a chan j|e Might be cf fefvke t^ iH^m, Major 
JBKr&ton marched them Mwaa^ds «he tsaomf at the fame tim>e that the 
Frendi idfe ihad juA ^tlbetii&lucs in ifiottoti» ibduat the t^vo tKnnitt 
aaesopefSediy ^Duad them&lves near each «4hcr. Man/ <9f Draper^ 
battabQn bdo^tecnnts ffim&d «o &|irice, and Ibangp to the <iimflte^ 
were fb afFeded by it, that in a march of eight nules> fix •of ihcA 
fell down dead, and ninety were taken ill, and by the inclement 
heat, rendered unfit for fervice. 

There was no hefitadng in a cafe of this nature, forM. Lally 
being informed of thefe extraordinary accidents, was in full march ; 
therefore a retreat was inunediiately made to Conjevcram. M Lally 
advanced within three miles of the place, and the Engli{h could not 
reconcile it to their ienfe of honour to be ihut up within walls» 
Major Brereton being greatly afFeftcd by the climate, tliey marched 
out under Major Monfon, f/ho though he was prevailed on not to 
rifque a general aftion againft eighteen hundred Europeans, bad the 
good fortune to be fucccfsfxil in feveral fkirmifhes, fuftaincd two fmall 
attacks which M« Lally made on him, in botli which he repulfed the 
enemy ; and having killed a Captain, a fubaltern, and eighteen gre- 
nadiers, rendered his fmall force fo refjpectable to the enemy that M. 
Lally, cpnvinced that there was no real dilpolition in his army for an 
engagement, prudently decamped and marched in the night to Triva- 
Joor, which is twenty miles diftant. He then fcnt his army into 
cantodments and went himfelf to Poncjichery, heartily tired of his 
command and of the country, as he would not fcruple frequently to 
declare. The lame complaints were univerfally made by all his of- 
ficers, and moft furprizing it is that they could fo long keep together, 
unpaid, a body cf troops continually clamouring for their arrears. 
At length the whole regiment of Lorraine mutined to a man, and 

taking 
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1759. lakiog poflbflioa of four guns, marched out of the garrifon x^itli thcif 
colours to a confidcrabjc diftancc, where they declared their refolu- 
tion to fupport themfelves, and put the neighbouring country under 
contribution for their piaintenance. The officers followed them and 
by entreaty and |)romtfe8 endeavoured to prevail with them to return 
to their duty. Tfe« intention of the foldiers was not to deiert to the 
£ngli(h ; but only to declare off from ferving without p •ay; therefore 
the officers were never able to get from them any other anfwer but 
that they woujd agree to return, provided their arrears were paid in 
three days, otherwiie they would, from that moment, begin tofub- 
fift thcrafelves in the country. Advice of this being difpatched to 
Pondichery, a fupply,df money was immediately fcnt out, and dif- 
patched on the third , day, with a promiie that the remainder of 
their arrears fhojild.be paid in a week. Upon this the regiment re- 
turned to their quarters, and it is remarkable, that not a man of them 
dftferted. . 
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Colonel FORDE's Expedition 



T O 

G O L C O N D A. 

THE events which preceded, and which immediately followed ^7S^\ 
the iiege of Fort St. George, being thus continued to the' * 

prefent ftate of inaflion, the great and glorious undertak- 
ings, and providential fuccefs which bleft the Englifli arms in other 
parts of the country, may here find a place without impropriety or in- 
terruption. 

M. Lally, as foon as he refolved on the fiege of Fort St. George, 
fent orders to Golconda for M. De Buffy and M. Moracin to join him 
with part of their forces, leaving the command of the army at Ma- 
fulipatam, with the Marquis De Conflans. Soon after the departure 
of M. De Buffy, the country powers, heartily tired of the French yoke; 
embraced this opportunity to throw it off. The Raja of Vifartapord 
colleded an army of about three thoufand men, marched to Vizaga* 
patam, imprifoned the French chief, plucked down their colours, and 
hoifted English in their (lead, and at the fame time plundered the 
faftory. The Marquis De ConflAns, in order to punifli this infult, 
marched his army from Mafulipatam, purpofing to reduce the Raja, 
and take his capital Vifanapore. The Raja not being able to make 
•head againft the French army, applied to Colonel Clive at Calcutta, 
acquainting him with what he had done at Vizagapatam, and repre* 
fenting that M. De Buffy had taken moft of the European forces out 
.of the country. He affured him, that all the country powers were 
*unanimou$ in defiring to be freed from the tyranny of the French ; and 
.that with a fmall affiftance of Europeans, he would engage to drive 
them entirely out of thofe parts. Colonel Clive weighed every part 
of this precarious enterprize with that coolnefs and found judgment, 
which few men f offefs in the deliberation on great and perilous un» 
dertakings. The council, to whom he communicated his plan* 

D d ^ confidered 
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1758. cpnfidered it in no other light than as hazardous in the execution, and 
' fi>h}eft to the mod fatal confcqucnces in cafe of ill fucccfs. Thefc 
did not efcape the attention of Colonel Clive, but he was at the fame 
time juftly prepoflefled with the idea of what had been fo familiar to 
him on the coaft of Coromandel,. wh^c he had fo often feen an army 
of French flying before an handful of Engli(h ; and he knew that fuch 
an event, which he confidered as more than probable, would greatly 
contribute to rfic preftrvaiion of Madrafs. Animated by the ex- 
pedaiioD which he with reafon entertained, ^nd confidiog ia hia own 
experience, he took upon himfelf to influence the council in an affair 
of fo great difficulty, and preferring the fecurity of Madrafs to any 
honours or advantage he might acquire to himfelf by a larger com- 
uund, chofe rather to weaken his own army by detaching two-thirds 
of hiafprce, than not prevent the Marquis De Conflans from reinforcing 
M. Laily at fo critical a conjundture. 

If the dangers incident to the profecution of this enterprize were 
fo alarming, thofe alfo merited attention which threatened Qalcutta, 
if this expedition had not been undertaken. For it (hould be re- 
marked, that at this very time the Shaw Zadah was preparing to march 
againft the Soubah, our ally; .and it was neceflary, for the prefervation 
of all our fettlements in thofe parts^ to lead an European force to rc- 
pulfe him* Therefore it fhould be explained, that had M. Lally fuc- 
cccded againft Madrafs, the fuperiority of our fleet would have been 
no fecurity to Bengal, and our vidtorious troops at Patna might have 
experienced a fatal reverfeof fortune, by finding themfelves cut off from 
all poflibility of a return, it being nearei; by land to Calcutta, from 
thofe parts of Golconda, which Were pofleft by the Ffench„ than it is 
from Patna to that fetdement 

Preperations were made with the greateft expedition, and 
Colonel Forde was ordered for the command of the army, con filling 
of five hundred Europeans, including a company of artillery, and 
fixteen hundred Sepoys, with fix fhort fix-pounders, and a howitzer 
for the field artillery; four twenty-four pounders, four eighteen- 
pounders, one ^ight inch mortar^ and two royal mortars, as a battering 
train. 

The troops embarked the 12th of Odober^ and on the .20th ar- 
. rived at Vizagapatam. Mr, Johnflojie. who tvas fent before tch the Raja, 

to 
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to ihfbrm . him of jthcir fciUng, a^d prepare for their reception, 
waited on Colonel Fprdc, to acquaint, him that the Raja's army, con- 
lifting of between three or four thoufand men, were encamped about 
thirty mile? diftant, but that tlie French were much ftronger than 
th*y wera irepreierated, and that thjc M. de Conflans, with his army, 
was QO this ude RajafnundrY river, diilant froni Vizagapatam about 
one .hundred ^n^ tw^c^nty miles; and that by the bed intelligence he 
QQuld procure, they amounted to near fix hundred Europeans^ five or 
&x thoufand Sepoys, and xuaiiy country forces, who had joined them 
on their march « 

The reraaioder of this month was taken up in landing the troops, 
and providing bullock^ cooleys, and other requifites for their march; 
and on the firft of November tliey moved from Vizagapatam towards 
the Raja's aroiy, which they joined the. third, and marched together 
for fome days. 

Mr, Andrews, who was fcnt from Madrafs with orders from the 
governor and council to take charge of the fadtory at Vizagapatam, 
together with Captain Callindcr, and fome of the company's fervants, 
joined the army the fifteenth. They paid their court to the Raja in 
form, introduced by Colonel Forde. Here the Colonel (while Mr. 
Andrews was prefent) fettled articles of agreement between the com* 
|>any and the Raja. 

. I. The Raja to pay the extra expence of our army during the 
time they (hould ad: together^ allowing the ofScers double batty, 
which was to be paid when we ihould put him in pbilefnon of Raja- 
mundry, (a large town and fort then in poile0ion ot the French.) 

IL The Raja to pofTefs all the inland country that belongs to the 
country powers in the French intereft, and at prefent in arms. 

III. The company to poiTefs all the conquered' fea coaft from Viza- 
gapatam to Mafulipataai) &c. 

These articles being agreed to and figned, Mr. Andrews took his 
leave of the Colonel, and returned to his fettlement at Vizagapatam : 
Captain Callinder, as fenior officer, commanded as fecond in camp. 

D d 2 The 
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1758. The army marched for feveral days till they came within fight of 
'die eriemy's camp the third of December, which was near the village 
of Tallapool, ftrongly fituated about forty miles on this fide Rajamun- 
dry ; they had upwards of five hundred Europeans, thirty-fix pieces 
of cannon, and fome mortars, eight thoufand Sepoys, and a great 
many of the country powers. On the fixth. Colonel Forde m^ched 
nearer the enemy, and gained an eminence at about three miles 
diftance from their camp. The French feemed not inclined to quit 
their ftation, and the Colonel did not approve of attacking them to fo 
great a difadvantage, therefore determined cither to draw them from 
their prcfent fituation, or march round them ^nd get between their 
army and Rajamundry. About fix o'clock in the evening the Colonel 
waited on the Raja to inforn> him of his intentions, and orders were 
given out late for the army to march at half an hour after four in the 
morning, no morning-gun to fircj and no beating of df urns, but the 
greatefl: filence to be obferved. The M. de Conftans- expecting the 
Colonel would wait at his ground, and being informed by one of our 
deferters, that the troops were all raw, and unexperienced in difcipline> 
determined to canponade our camp, and the dcferter undertook to fliew 
the enemy where they might moft annoy our people* Their whole 
troopswere under arms atone o'clock in the morning, and a large party 
was detached with fix pieces of cannon condudted by the dcferter. 

Our army fiirack their tents, and marched at the hour appointed,, 
. not knowing of the enemy's intentions. The Raja's army being not 
fo alert, was left on their ground. • A little before day-break, the 
French began their cannonade,, not being informed of our march j 
this greatly difconcertcd the Raja, who difpatched a meflengcr after the 
Colonel, acquainting him with his diftrefs. Our men werp orderod 
. to halt, and .the. Colonel returned apd brought up the Raja's army» 
They then marched on together till they came to the village of Gola- 
pool, and there they halted on a fmall plain, about three nriiles from 
their encampment: In the mean time the M. de Conflans obferving 
our army had moved, and perceiving our iriteritbns of ftealingamarch 
round him, ordered his troops immediately in line of march, and pro- 
ceeded towards us, keepiixg between our army and his own camp. 
We had not halted above half an hour before we difcdvcred the ene- 
my's Sepoys, and prefcntly after their whole line, about ten or twelve 

hundced 
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hundred yards diftant on our left flank : In a few minutes after they 17 s^* 
clofed> and moved down towards us m good order* " • 

About nine our line was formed, but the Indian army not recovered 
of their morning fright, were all in confufion. The Raja, confcious 
of the ill behaviour of his troops, and alfo of his own negleft, upon 
Colonel Forde's remonftrances, fubmittcd the difpofal of them for the 
future entirely to him ; upon which the Colonel ordered all the In- 
dians, with fire arms, to form upon the right and left of our Sepoys 
on each wing, as the enemy's line extended much further than ours. 
Captain Briftol, a European in the Raja s fcrvice, commanding a fmall 
body of European defcrters, with four pieces of cannon, was ordered 
to join our artillery on the left of the battalion. 

The enemy began a cannonade about ten o'clock^ which was 
continued by a fliarp fire from both armies for upwards of forty mi- 
nutes, at which time we obferved the enemy's battalion, and their 
right wing of Sepoys, with a body of horfe moving up, in order to 
fall upon our left flank, for they miftook our battalion of Sepoys, on 
the left wing for Europeans, being cloathed inured cloth jackets. 
The French drawing near, poured in their whole fire upon them, 
which was returned by our Sepoys pretty fmartly, though they were 
in fome confufion, giving way at the fame time, while the enemy 
kept advancing. On feeing this. Colonel Forde ordered the European 
battalion to make a quarter wheel as quick as poflible. They had 
but juft time to make their proper front, before the enemy^s European 
battalion were advanced very clofe. Our people gave them their 
\vhole fire, which made a great flaughter, and giving tvro or three 
huzzas at the fame time, advanced briikly in order to pufh bayontti^^ 
This motion being fo fudden on the enemy, they Iiad not time to 
recover their miftake ; at the fame time our cannon galled them greatly 
with grape fliot. 

A« our troops advanced, their men. gave way, and foon fell into 
•diforder, going to the right about. Our Sepoys on the left wing, tliat 
had before given way, renewed their charge -, and ihofe on the right 
wing behaved with uncommon refolution, and foon made the enemy's 
Black forces on the left give ground, by which means about eleven 
o'clock the retreat became general. The Raja's troops, except the 
few Europeans commanded by Captain Briftol, all this time were idle 

fpedator?. 
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. '^75^* Tpedlators, only firing a few rockets. Had the Raja*s horfc, which were 
'at mod five hundred, purfued at this jun<5turc, few or none of the 
French could have efcaped ; but there was no poflibility of getting 
them to charge, or even advance beyond our European battalion. 
The other part of his army were more intent upon plunder thaa 
fighting. The enemy attempted to rally again at their camp, but 
were fo clofely purfued, that they were obliged to difperfe in fmall 
bodies, making the beft of their way for Rajamandry. We tool^ 
pofleflion of their camp, with all their ordnance, ammunition, (lores, 
tents^ and camp equipage ; the enemy not having time to carry off any 
thing but four fmall field-pieces^ and two camels loaded with money 
and papg'S, which the Marquis de Conflans had ordered away on the 
firft diforder of their army to Rajamundry, there to wait his further 
orders. The Marquis, with the commandant of artillery, and their 
attendance, on finding we had got pofleflion of their camp, made oflT 
without waiting for any of their feattered troops, and getting to Raja^ 
mundry that night, proceeded the next day to MaflTulipatam. 

Our army being much fatigued, the Colonel halted in the French 
camp ^or the remainder of the day. After placing the proper guards 
of tfre camp, and fecuring our prifoners, all the pallankeens belonging 
to the officers, and the covered chairs (which thfty call dooleys) were 
fent back to the field of battle to bring the wounded of both armies. 
The French officers taken prifoners had their paroles given, and leave 
to go along with our fick and wounded to Cockanara, a Dutch fettle- 
ment about twenty miles from the field of battle. 

We had forty-four Europeans killed and wounded, among which 
were two Captains and three Lieutenants ; and the French, one hun«- 
dred and fifty-fix, officers included. Great numbers of the Black 
forces fell on both fides. 

It was a moft compleat vidory, for the enemy, lofl their whole 
camp, baggage, ammunition, and all their artillery, exobpt the four field- 
pieces above mentioned. Our people took thirty-two pieces of can- 
non, and the Indian army alfo took fomc guns. Though the enemy 
had fuch a number of guns, they were ill manned, by which means, 
when their line advanced, the artillery became ufele^, being all left 
in the rear, while our guns moving with the battalion, were conftantly 
in play. 

Captain 
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Captain Knox, with the firft battalion of Sepoys, was ordered 1758. 
that evening to purfue the enemy as far as Rajamundry, and there ^ 
wait the arrival of the arnay -, and the next day, upon receiving in- 
telligence that the French were very ftrong at Rajamundry, having 
colledled together moft of the fcattered parties of Europeians, and 
fome Black forces, the Colonel detached Captain Maclean, with two 
battalions of Sepoys, to reinforce Captain Knox; being joined, they 
marched, and came upon the enemy in the dufk of the evening, while 
they were croffing the river in boats. Tbcy killed fotoe EuropeanSy 
and took fifteen prifoners ; as for the Sepoys, they threw down their 
arms and difperied. Captain Knox took poiTeflion of the fort of 
Rajamundry, and from thence cannonaded the enemy a crpfs the 
river, which obliged them to abandon the four field-pieces left in the 
boats on the oppofite fide. 

Rajamundry is a barrier and key to the Vizagapatam country ; 
the French held it as their own property, and always kept a governor, 
and a fmall body of troops to garrifon it. 

In this fort were taken more artillery, ammunition, and flores, 
with about five hundred draught and carriage bullocks, fome horfes 
and camels, and, a good deal of rich furniture. The Colonel reierved 
all the niiiitary flore? for the company, and the remainder of the 
effedls were fold by auftion, and divided as a reward to the troops for 
their good behaviour. The army encamped withdut the town by the 
river's fide^ one company of Sepoys doing duty in the fort, and ano- 
ther in the town, to prevent any difturbance, 

CoLONfiL FoRDE now callcd upon the Raja to fulfil the terms of 
agreement, and pay the extra expences; but the Indian Chief, like all 
his countrymen, could riot bear the thoughts of parting with money, 
and pleaded, as ufual, the impoflibility of doing it without, going about 
the country to coUeft the revenues. . As it was impradicable to carry 
on anv military dperagbns without moojey to pay the troops, and pro- 
vide fot fheh* march, the Colonel was obliged to ihfift opos the Raja's 
complying with the articles which were To folemnly agreed to by him, 
who after many frivolous excufes, and even endeavouring to lay tlie 
blame on the interpreter, convinced at length by thejufltce, neceffity, 
and interefl be had in enabling the troops to take the fiekl about the 
'middle of January^ be paid the money, $indat the fame time Colonel 
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1759. Forde delivered np the fort of Rnjamundry. The Raj.^ appointed 
''Captain Briftol, a European in his fervice, governor of this fortrefs ; 
and under his care were left the fick and wounded, and alfo the fpare 
artillery, and fome baggage. Both armies now marched towards 
Maffulipatam, Colonel Forde taking the direft road, arrived at Elore 
the fixth of February, where he waited for the Raja, who went out 
of the line of march to raife contributions. 

The French had a faftory at Narfipore, about twenty miles from 
Elore, at which place there were a hundred Europeans, and fome 
Sepoys J and M. Panncau the Chief feemed determined to defend it. 
Captain Knox, with the firft battalion of Sepoys, was detached againft 
him, and letters were fent by the Colonel's orders to the Raja of Nar- 
fipore and his brother, that in cafe they offered to moleft Captain 
Knox's party, or give the French the leaft afliftance, they might ex- 
pedl to fee their whole country ruined ; at the fame time offering him 
proper encouragmcnt to induce him to enter into our alliance. The 
Raja of Narfipore having received the Colonel's letter, met Captain 
Knox on the march, offering -him affiflance, and promifmg to join 
the army in a few days with what forces he could raife. On the 
approach of our party, M. Panneau fent away all the company's goods 
in boats to Maflulipatam, and carried the garrifon to join the army 
of obfervation, which was encamped about forty miles in ojir front, 
confifling of two hundred and fifty Europeans, two thoufand Sepo]rs, 
and four pieces of cannon. This flying army always kept a day or 
two's march before us, obferving our motions, and harrafling the 
country in order to diflrefs us, and retard our march. 

There were found in Narfipore two four and twenty pounders, 
three twelve pounders, and fome fmall guns, with feveral vefifels, 
boats, and marine (lores. All the ammunition M.Panoeau bad funk 
in the river. 

The Raja's army coming up the eighteenth, and being joined the 
next day by the Raja of Narfipore, marched together with Colonel 
Forde, and encamped near a fmall fort, called Concale, on the twenty- 
fixth. Here the French had placed a fetjeant, with thirteen Europeans, 
and two companies of Sepoys, giving him ftridt orders to maintain the 
place to the lall extremity. Captain Maclean, with fix companies of the 
I'econd battalion of Sepoys, was detached againft it. The French 
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commandant of the army of obfervation had ient the ierjeant word, 1759* 
that if he could maintain the fort till the following xlay, he would ^ 
fchd him a large reinfopcement. On the approach of our detachr 
ment the enemy fired fmartly upon them from the cannon of the fort, 
however^ by the help of a rinne ground, and the adjacent houfes 
of a village^ our Sepoys invefted lit dofe round. Captain Maclean 
attempted to force the gate, but was twice repulfed with lofs, hav« 
ing feveral of his men killed and wounded ; and finding it impofii- 
ble to gain an entrance without cannon^ he wrote to the Colonel, 
acquainting him with what had been done, and requefting a fmall 
reinforcement, and two guns, which were immediately fent, with an 
officer of artillery, who advanced his guns clofe up to the gates, and 
blew them open. Our Sepoys entered, and made a great ilaughter 
among the enemy's Sepoys: as for the Europeans, they hid themfelves 
tUl our people- ccafed nring. 

Some lew Ihours after we had been in pofleffion of the fort, a 
country fellow brought intelligence of a part3r of forty Europeans, and 
fome Sepoys, advancing to the relief of the place, upon which Captain 
•Maclean marched his^ detachment out of the fort, on a fmall plain to 
the w6ft of them > but the French party hearing that the fort waft 
taken, returned back to their own- army. 

Thb Marquis de Conflans was encamped in the Pettah, or village^ 
diftant about two miles from the walls of Maflulipatam. Here the 
army was fupplied with water, for it is to be obferved that there aro 
no ftefh iprings in the garrifon, and here they were polled to fo great 
advantage, that it is furprifing the Marquis de Conflans did not chufe 
to keep pofieffion of that ground, from whence, if he had been obliged 
to retire, his retreat would have been covered by the guns in the gar^ 
rifon. However, he did not chufe to hazard an adion at any rate } 
but when Colonel Porde appeared on the fixth of March, he moved 
into the fort, and our army encanf>ped on the ground he quitted the 
Ikme afternoon. 

The French had an army of obfervation, oonfiftiiig of .about two 
iiufldred and fifty Europeans, and two tfaottAfid ^Sepoys^ who lay for 
fame time between tmr army^md Rajamundfy^' to oat, off our fuppliea 
^m thence: -at len|th they ftiimmoH^d Captain Briiial, xndio was 
cMged to furrenderi having firfl conveyed away by fea to Cockanara 
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1759. all the money which was fcrit him by Mr. Andrews from VisM^a-^ 
-'patam, for the ufc of the army, and alfo the fick and wounded. The 
advantage which the enemy reaped .froim the taking of Rajamundry 
was the difappointing our army of the money, the feizing fuch bag^ 
gage and eftcds of the officers as were left there, and making prifpners 
twenty Europeans, and forty Sepoys. 

Massulipatam was invefted the feventh of March, the fame 
day on which the news arrived that M. Lally had raifcd the fiegc of 
Fort St. George. 

From the feventh of March, to the feventh of April, the befiegers 
were conftandy employed in carrying on the ufual and neceilary 
approaches. They bombarded the town, and deftroyed a great many 
^ houfes: they battered and made feveral breaches in the baftions, which 
the befieged, by their numbers, very eafily repaired. On the fixth of 
April, breaches being made in two baftions, great hopes were enter- 
tained of our being able to attack the next day, but notwithftanding 
our continual fire all night, by the morning of the feventh, the enemy 
had repaired them ; and now the commander of artillery reprefented 
to the Colonel, that there was only two days ammunition remaining, 
having expended upwards of fpur hundred barrels of powder, with fhot 
and fhcUs in proportion, that with brifk firing all day, the breaches 
might be opened again as before, but that was all that could be done 
further by the batteries. Upon this report, Colonel Fprde knowing the 
cbnfequence which muft unavoidably attend the raifing the fiege, de* 
termined to attempt it by ftorm the fame evening. Accordingly the 
difpofition was fixed, and the army ordered to be under arms at ten 
o'clock at night. Depending wholly upon his Europeans, he deftined 
them for the effectual fervice : and to amufe the enemy with two falfe 
attacks, he ordered Captain Knox, with the firft battalion of Sepoys, 
to march at dulk of the evening, round the town to the weft ward, v^lth 
diredions to draw as near the walls as poftible, and begin his fire exl 
aftly at twelve o'clock. At the fame time the Raja of Vifanapore 
was to make another falfe attack by the gate way, and front of the 
detached ravelin, with orders to follow Captain Knox's fire, making 
as much noife as poflible by firing of cannon, fmall arms, and rockets, 
and ufing every other means to alarm and. perplex the garrifon. The 
European battalion, with p^rt of the gunnery taken from the batteries, 
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and fome feamen from the Hardwicke, and thefecond battalion of 1759. 
Sepoys, with two ficld-pieccs, formed the main attack for the baftions/ 
where the breaches had been made. The firft battalion of Sepoys 
began their fire cxadly at twelve o'clock, the hour appointed, which 
was followed by the army of the Raja according to his inftruftions. 

In the mean time the party for the grand attack crofTed the Morafs 
which furrounds the whole city, and came to the ditch before they 
were difcovercd. The grenadiers and two battalions of Sepoys, 
puftied for one of the baftions where the breach had been made, and 
the battalion of Europeans with the gunners and feamen made for the 
other. While the men were croffing the ditch, the enemy poured in 
upon them their fmall arms and grape- (hot from the flanks of the bafi 
tions, which was foon returned by our mufquetry. The enemy were 
driven from the breaches, but ftill kept up a fiiiart fire from the other 
works. As the two field-pieces could not be got over the main ditch, 
the officer, and men belonging to the artillery, left them, and entered 
the town with the reft of the troops, where they were of great fervicc 
by turning the enemy's owA guns againft them. In this manner they 
fought the enemy, gaining baftion after baftion, till they approached 
the gateway, and cut ofiF their commuhicationc from the detached 
ravelin. 

At this time a French officer came to the Colonel, from the 
Marquis de Conflans, afking quarter for the Garrifcn. The Colonel 
fent a Captain with the French officer to the Marquis, with the fol- 
lowing meflfage. That he could not give quarter while rcfiftance 
was made in any part, and that.unlefs the befieged would immediately 
ceafe firing, and furrender themfelves, he fliould be obliged for his own 
fafety, to put the whole garrifon to the fword. 

The Marquis De Conians difpatched his orders for the troops to 
quit their arms, and repair to the Arfenal, and fent the fame meflfage 
to the out-pofts. The firing ceafed in about half an hour after, and 
the main body of our troops repaired to the Efplanade. A detachment 
of one hundred Europeans, two companies of Sepoys, and two guns, 
were pofted over theprifoners that night : the next day the gentlemen 
gave their parroles, and had liberty to walk about the town, and the 
Colonel fliewed them great lenity in granting all their eflfedts, except 
private trade, which was fccured for the captors, 
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'759' '^^^ eneiriy fuiFered greatly, but it was never known exa<ftly what 
'numbers they loft, but \>y comparing their mufter roles, with our 
number of prifoners, which were four hundred and nine, they muft 
have had above a hundred Europeans killed during the fiege, their 
wounded being included amongft the prifoners. 

The ftrength of the Englifh in the grand attack was three hundred 
and twelve in battalion, thirty gunners* as many feamen, and feven 
liundred Sepoys. On the falfe attack of the gateway four thoufand of 
the Raja's forces, and feven hundred on the other, but neither of 
thefe entered the town* The ftrength of the enemy in garriibn ac- 
cording to their mufter rolls the 6th of March^ was five hundred and 
twenty-two Europeans, and two thoufand wd thirty nine CofFreea, 
Topaftes, and Sepoys. There were taken above one hundred and fifty 
pieces of cannon, one thirty^two, and five twenty*foar pounders, and 
a great quantity of ammunidon. 

Salabatzii^g advanced with his army within about forty milea 
of Nfafuliptam, fome days before it was taken, and there waited like 
a true Eaftera Politician the event of the fiege. Our fuccefs both 
there and at Madrafs, freed him from the flavifti dread of the French, 
which had too long influenced his councils. 

' About the fame time hb brother Nizam AUee, who had let up 
a feparate intereft, marched from Aurengabad, and arrived at Hy- 
derabad. This was another circumftance that indujced Salabatzing to 
wiKh for the alliance of the Englifti, and perhaps difpofed him the 
more readily to fign the following treaty. 
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Treaty withSalabataing Souba, cy Viceroy of the Deckan. J759« 
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\ Salabatzing 

The whole of the Circar of Maffulipatatn, with eight diftridls a$ 
well as the Circar of Nizampatam, and the-diftri6h of Codavcr and 
Wacalmannar, (hall be given to the Englifli Company, as an Enam, 
(or free Gift) and the Saneds granted to them in the fame manner as 
was done tathe French. 

Salabatzing wiU* oblige the French troops which are in this 
country, to pafs the river Ganges within fifteen days, or fend them to 
Poodichcrry, or to any other place out of Deckan couiitry, on the 
other fide of the river Kriftna* In future he will not fufFer them to 
have a fettlement in this country on any account whatfoever, nor keep 
them in his fervice, nor afiift them, nor call them to his afllftance. 

The Souba will not demand or call ^ Gauzapettycauze to an account 
for what he has collected out of the Circars belonging to the French, 
nor for the computation of the rev.enuesof his own counU-y, in the 
prefent year, but let him remain peaceably in it in future, and accord* 
ing to the computation of revenues of his country, before the time of 
the French, agreeable to the cuilom of his grand-fiither and father, 
and as was then paid to the Circar, ib he will now ad and pay accord- 
ingly to the Circar, and if he (the Raja) does not agree to it then the 
Souba may do what he pleafes. In all cafes the Souba will not afilft 
the enemies of the Englifh, nor give them protedion. 

The Englifh on their part will not affifl the Souba's enemies, or 
give them protection. 

Dated Moon Ramadan, i6th Hegira, 1172, which is the I4tb 
of May, 1759. 

In the Souba*s own hand» 

I SWEAR by God and his Prophet, and upon the Holy Alcoran,' 
that I with pleafure agree to the requefts fpecified in this paper, and fhail 
not deviate from it even an hair's breadth* 

f The name of the Raja of ViianapoiCp 

tfOt 
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.^ly^lTT being the dcfigh of this wodc to treat of Ak^ ]e\ife!fits ^. hanse 
I been brought about by the military expeditions of the EngUihan 
-*■ India. The laft revolution in the government of Surat, muft be 
coniidered as a neceflary part of this undertaking. 
« 

To give the hiftory of the former ftate of this great commercial 
city^ farther than it concerns the prefent change of government, would 
be here unneceffary, but without a reprefentation of fuch alterations 
in the jurifdidion of the city and cadle as have not only preceded^ but 
conduced to bring about this revolution j neither the caufes nor con- 
duct of the tranfadions can be underftood. 

SuRAT has for fo many years been one of the mpft frequented 
cities in, the Eaft, that, from the concourfe of Mahometan pilgi^ims^ 
who make it their road from India to vifit the tomb of their Prophet, 
it has been called the gate of Mecca. The caftle has always been 
held by. a governor, appointed by the Mogul, to keep the city under 
proper fubje<ftion, but not to interfere with the government of it. 

The Indian feas having been infefted to an intolerable degree by 
pirates, the Mogul appointed the Siddee, who was chief of a colony 
of Coffrees to be his AdmiraL It was a colony^ which, having been 
fettled at Dundee-Rajapore, carried on a confiderable trade there, and 
had like wife many veffels of force* 

The Mogul, beiag tsiually moved by2eal for the Mahometan reli- 
gion^, and a concern for the interefts of commerce, in order to keep the 
^ fe^ open between Surat, and the Perfian and Arabian gulphs, had beea 
at the annual expence of a large fhip, purpofely fitted out to carry 
pilgrims to Judda, which is no great diffarice frorii Mecca, For the 
feciirity of this veffel, as well as to protedthc trade of Surat, Vhich/ 
was then very flourifliing, he granted his Admiral, the Siddee, a reve- 
nue called the Tahka, to the yearly value of three lack of roupees, at 
the time it was firft fettled ; arifing partly from fome adjacent land, 
and partly from the revenues of Surat^ which were paid him annually 
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by the governor, while his officers were allowed to colled his rents ; 1759. 
but he had not the leaft title to any power independent of the marine/ 

The ufual endeavours of all Mahometan chiefs to defraud or cir- 
cumvent each other, are continually producing revolutions. The 
government of Surat had for fome time been backward in their pay- 
ments^and with-held great part of the fum (lipulated from the Siddee, 
who, to make himfelf amends, took occafion to fend fome of his 
cruifers into the river of Surat, at a time when the Monfoon was fet- 
ting in, and then made a pretence of the feafon for their remaining 
there. Siddee MuiToot, the commander of that fquadron, made ufe 
of this opportunity to get fome kind of footing in the government, and 
to fei'ze on the caftle, which he held till his death, when he was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon, in the year 1756. 

MussooT not only retained the government of the caftle, but greatly 
encroached on that of the town, and appropriated to himfelf one third 
of its revenues ; another third has long fince been annually paid to the 
Marattas, and by them farmed out to an officer who refides in Surat. 
The walls of the town, with the afliftancc of the Europeans who have 
fadories there, are a fufficient defence againfl thefe plunderers ; but as 
they are at all times maftersof the whole country up to the very gates, 
it has been thought expedient to pay them duly their allotment, rather 
than fubjedt the inland trade to the many delays and difficulties with 
which it is in the power of the Marattas to clog and interrupt ir. 
They are continually hovering about the place, and watching for 
invitations which throngh the inconftancy and fluduation of the 
governing powers of the city and caftle, they frequently receive, and 
though they know that their admiffion into the town would be the 
abfolutc lofs of their revenue for the future, (for their government, 
wherever eftablifhed, is fatal to trade) yet from their habitual paffion 
for plunder, they are ever feeding themfelves with hopes that fome 
governor in the decline of his power will open the gates and invite 
them to a prefent booty, which no arguments of reafon or policy can 
reftrain them from feizing. 

Meah Atchund, had applied to them for their affiftance, to turn 
out Novas AUee Cawn from the government, who himfelf alfo en- 
tertained a fecret correfpondence with fome of the Marratta chiefs* 
Meah Atchund, was brought by a party of Marattas from Poona, to 
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lycg. the walls of the town j having fo for availed himfelf of their affif- 
' tance, he difcarded them, for the Siddee prcfering him to Novae Alice 
Cawn, whom he thought to be more dangcroufly conncftcd with 
them, agreed to join Mcah Atchund, and eflablifli him in the city, 
upon condition that he would abfolutcly renounce their alliance: bat 
as the government was continually weakened by the incroachmeots 
of the caftle upon the town, it was daily expedcd that the Marattas, 
would take advantage of this ftate of anarchy, to which it was in a 
mafiner reduced, for the lawlefs behaviour of the Siddee's fon filled 
the city with riot and murders, while new exa<Stions and additional 
burthens upon trade grew to be intolerable. 

In the year 1758, carneft application was made to Mr. Ellis the 
Englifh chief, by the principal merchants and inhabitants, defiring 
him to recommend it to the prefidency of Bombay, to fit out an ex- 
pedition for taking poffeflion of the Caftle and Tanka. They enforced 
their follicitations by entering into an obligation to become refponfible 
for five years for any deficiency in the revenues of the Caftle send Tanka) 
which were rated at two lack of roupees per annum. 

Ph ARRASs Cawn, who had been Naib or deputy gorvenorto Meah 
Atchund, and properly fpeaking the afting magiftrate, had regulated 
the police to the fetisfaftion of the whole city ; therefore it was pro- 
pofed to have him for Governor, fince he had fufficiently ihewn how 
well he was qualified for it by his conduft and behaviour while he 
aftedas Second, Thefe propofals were the more readily approved and 
accepted, as the Engli(h had been often grievoufly oppr-eft by frauds, 
extortions, and nwny impediments thrown purpofely in the way of 
their bufinefs; as alfo by frequent infults, violences, and even mur- 
ders committed on their Servants, with a total difregard to the pro- 
tedlion of the company. It was alfo a confideration of no fmall 
weight, that the poffeflion of the caftle would be a fScurity againft the 
-apprehenfion of the Marattas. Thefe were arguments for undertaking 
fuch an entcrprize at any time, but what- determined the prefidency 
of Bombay to a deficive refolution, and at laft cauled the expedition 
to take place, was the weight and influence of the fquadron which 
was at Bombay, in the year 1759. Mr. Ellis, as it has been already 
obferved, had taken great pains to obtain a thorough knowledge of the 
ftate of aflfairs and interefts of the feveral perfons concerned in the 
government of the city and caftle during his refidence there, and had 
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witli no lefs judgment concerted a plan for fettling it upon a better 1759. 
eftablifhment. ^ . ^ 

Mr. Spencer, who fucceeded Mr. Ellis, communicated to the 
governor and council of Bombay, the bcft information he could pro- 
cure' of the poflure of affairs in Surat, in the beginning of the year 1 759. 

He found Meah Atchund governor of the town, but with fo little 
power that the Siddee did not fo much as leave him the nomination 
of the officers properly belonging to him, and thofe of the Siddee's 
party, who had been moft inftrumental in lowering the authority of 
Atchund, were apprehenfive of his entertaining a corriefpondence with 
the Marattas. The dread of thofe ravagers, and the frequent mur- 
ders, which were committed with impunity, fince the government 
of the city ceafed to he refpedable, md intimidated theMnhabitants 
to fo great a degree, that many confiderable traders and people of 
fubftance had left the place, through appreheniions of being plun- 
dered in the conteft between the two parties ; and thofe who flaid 
there where fincerely defirous that the caftle fliould be in the hands 
of the Company, from the confidence they had in the Englifh, and 
the opinion they entertained of the humanity and juftice of their 
government, trufling that fo long as they poffeftdie caftle^ they would 
have influence enough in the : town to prevent the violence and op- 
prefficms which had too long ra^ without coxitrouL 

Besides the inflation from the whole mercantile intereft, over- 
tures were made to Mrt Spencer from two of the principal men in 
the government, Siddee Jafl!ier and Veliey Ullah, who engaged to 
contribute all in their power towards fecnrhig the Caftle and Tanka 
for the Company, on condition thai they (hould agree to make Pharrafs 
Cawn governor df the town, or in cafe it (hould be found too great a 
difficulty tofet Atchund afide, it {hould be determined for the compan:y 
to bring Pharrafs Cawn to Surat with their forces, and place him in the 
government, by agreement, as Naib to Atchund. This was meant for 
a fatisfaftion to all parties, there being feveral who would be lefs 
jealous of Atchuiid while Pharrafs Cawn was thus placed as a check 
upon him. 

The principal motive of Siddee Jaffier, was the prefervation.of his 
large property, which he could net bu^ apprehend to be ingreot danger 
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1759. under fuch a government, notwithftanding his influence witli both 
'parties. As for Velley Ullah, he adcd upon very different priociplcs. 
He had formerly been a dependant on Novas Allee Cawn, and had 
facrificcd him to Meah Atchund, with whom he held the fame place, 
but with a greater degree of influence ; and this he was fuppofed to ufe 
without any fcruple, for the betrayipg his new xnafler to the Siddee^ 
Confcious of this, and aware of the diftrufl which Atchund muft 
naturally have of him, from his Jcnown inlGncerity, he was for em- 
bracing any opportunity of fecuring himfelf by overthrowing or weak- 
ening that power which he had too juft reafon to fear. 

From the charader of thefe people, there was very little reliance 
to be had on their profeflions of friend(hip and promifes of affiftance^ 

* therefore it vvas of much greater confequence to the fuccefs of the 
defign to examine into the force that was to oppofe it, than to be vainly 
looking after that which was too precarious to be depended on for 

-fupport. 

It was foon difcovered that the Siddec had about two thoufand 
men in pay, from which, after deducing fuch as were employed in 
domeftic fervices, or kept merely for parade, there might remain & 
body of feventeen hundred, compofed of various people, Moors, 
GentooS) Arabs, Pattans, and others ; but, they were allowed to be a 
better corps than Atchund's Sepoys, which amounted to four thour 
fand. * To this body were to be added fuch a number as they could be 
expcfted to raife upon the hews of the preparations at Bombay for an 
intended attack. At the fame time it was confidcred that a body o£ 
men foraifed, could be no great addition of real flrength> iincethey 
were not likely to behave themfelves as foldiers, on the meer confir 
deration of a few days pay, well knowing that they fhould be dif- 
charged as foon as ever the. affair was decided. There (eemed there^ 
fore to be but one thing to be apprehended, which was leaft Atchund,. 
or even the biddee, fliould in diflrult of their own ftrength, fly to the 
defperate refource o£ calling in the Marattas. 

The prefidency of Bombay, now fiilly apprized of aU particulars, 
and being principally upon their guard againfl the lafl mentioned far 
tality, in order to fccure themfelves from any danger of that kind by 
fea, and in other refpcds to give weight to the enterprizc, defired 
Admiral Pocock to accompany it with twa fhips of his fquadron. 

The 
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The Admiral confendng to their requcft, gave orders for the Sun- .1759. 
derland and Newcaftle to countenance the expedition, for it is to be ^ 
obfcrvcd, that the Siddce who enjoyed the Tanka on condition of 
keeping up a Fleet for the Mogul, had fo far fallen off in the per- 
formance of that condition that his marine was by no means capable 
of opposing the fiiips of the Company. 

Captain Maitland, of the royal regiment of artiltery^ being 
appointed to take the command of eight hundred and fifty men^ 
artillery and infantry, and fifteen hundred Sepoys, was fent on board 
the company's armed veflels, commanded by Captain Watfon, who 
failed on the ninth of February, and landed them the fifteenth. 

When Captain Maldand approached the town, he found fome of 
the Siddee's people had taken poft in the French garden, from whence 
he diflodged them after a hot difpute of four hours, in which he loft 
twenty men. He then directed the engineer, to look out for a proper 
place for a battery, which was erected in the night and the next day, 
andalfo the three following, a brifk fire was kept up from two four 
and twenty potmders, and a thirteen inch mortar. The enemy -had 
taken poiTeffion of the Englilh garden and Siddee's * Bunder, and had 
fecured them with works and ftrong palif^does. After this continued 
firing without any apparent eifed. Captain Maitland, called a council 
of war, compofed of military and marine officers, when they concerted 
a plan for a general attack, and refolved to carry it into execution th& 
next morning. In purfuance of this plan the Company's grabs and 
bomb ketches warpt up the river in the night, and anchored oppofite 
the Bunder early in the nlorning, and then a general attack began from 
the veflels and a battery, with a defign to drive the enemy from their 
batteries, and Co faci}itete the landing of the infantry^ who were em- 
barked on board the boats. The firing laded till after eight, when^ 
upon a fignal made, the boats put ofiF, and landed under cover of the 
vefiels, the noilitary being greatly afiifted by the condud and gaHant 
behavioup of Captain Watfoo. They fooa put the enemy to flight, 
and took pofleflSon of all the outer town. There ftill remained the 
inner town and the caflle. In order to attack them both at once, 
three mortars were planted at the diftance of about feven hundred yardft. 
from the caftle, and five hundred from the inner town.. 

* Cuftom-houfe.. 

About 
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17^9. ' Abmtt fix in the moruiogi the morttrs bqpm to play verybriikly, 
^and continued to do fo till two the next morning. The cannonading 
and bombardment put the beiieged into fuch a confternation that they 
•never returned one gun. 

Several meflages pad during the attack between the principal 
perfons in the town, and Mr. Spencer, who ufed his utmoft endea- 
vours to place Pharrafs Cawn in the government ; but it appeared that 
his friends, notwithftanding the hopes they had given, made not the 
leaft effort in his behalf, even after the Engli(h had been two days in 
pofieflion of the outer town, but figniiied to Mr. Spencer, that they 
chofe Pharrais Cawn (houid be Naib, and that the government (hould 
be continued to Atchund. Thefe confiderations, the expence of ftores, 
and tofs of men by the cafualtieg of war and defertion, made it im- 
jM'udent to perfifl in bringing in Pharrafs Cawn againft the inclination 
of his former partizans, and the intereft of Atchund, who, (hould 
lie be thereby provoked to unite with the Siddee, might fiuftrMe the 
whole defign. It was therefore agreed to propofe this plan to Atchund 
and his party, offering tofecure the government to him, on condition 
of making Pharrafs Cawn, Naib, and eflabliihlng the English in the 
poffeffion of the Caftle and Tanka. Mr. Spencer accordingly fet on 
foot a treaty with Atchund, and the following agreement was ratafied 
on both (idles. 



Agreeable to your de(ire, I fent a perfon to you, by whom jrou 
«dvifed me verbally of your demands, and with (incerity of heart, I 
now Write t4ie partkulars i can agree to, which are as foUow. 

(Atchund's^ ir Cootbodccn^s ^ • 

Saal. ) y Seai> J 

Article I. That Pharrafs Article!. Agreeable to tliis 
Cawn fliall be appointed to the . artlck^ I fully client to Pharraft 
office of Naib, in its grcatcftex-t GawnJs.ippoiotoient. 
tent, as in the time of Sufidai^^ 
Cawn, and no body but hioctftlf 
ihall interfere in. the (aid poft. 

II. That 
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II. That whatever articles Phar- II. Whatever Pharrafs Cawn 1759. 
rafs Cawn has given in writing, or has wrote or promifed to do for^ 
promlfed to the honourable Gom- the honourable company, I will 
pany ( the particulars of which ftand to without the leaft altera- 
cannot be drawn out at prefent> tions. 
and muft be deferred till we can 
meet ) (hall be fully complied 
with, without the leaft dimi- 
nution. 

III. That the Mecca gate (hall III. The Mecca gate (hall be 
be opened, and our troops ad- opened, your troops admitted, and 
mitted, and we ftiall join our joined by mine to drive out the 
forces to drive our enemy out of enemy ► 
the town. 

IV. The above articles a per- IV. Agreed to, and that we 
fon in your behalf demanded, all fhall adl joinriy in turning the 
which I agree to and will comply enemy out of the town. What- 
with, and the government (hall ever the honourable Company 
be continued to me in full au- have demanded I agree to. 
thority, and to the above I have 
put my own feal, and Meer Coot- 
bodeen will (ign and feal the fame, 
after which you muft fend a coun- 
terpart af diis writing with the 
honourable Company's feal affixed^ 

A counterpart of the above articles were fealed with the honourable 
Company's feal, and fent to Atchund the fourth of March, 1759. 

As foon as thefe articles were executed, Atchund immediately 
opened the inner town gate, and ordered a party of men to aflift in 
bringing the Siddee to terms, who bei«g acquainted with t^is jundlion,, 
was convinced that it muft be impofiible for. htm to hold out againft 
their conbined force, and the general voice of the people. After 
iman/ repeated mefTages, with a variety of propofals, it was at laft 
granted, that the Siddee's people (hoold have liberty to march out 
with their arms and accoutrements, and alfo be permitted to take away 
all their valuable efFedls, and even the common furniture of their 
houfes. This was done with the greateft regularity, and the Engliftt 
were peac^bly put in poffeffion of the Caftle and Tanka^ 

Tiia 
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1759. The guns and ammunition found io the caftle were fccured for the 
^-^vr^company, as alfo the veffels and naval ftorcs, till fuch time as the 
Mogul's plcafure was known. As foon as the grants arrived from 
Delli, appointing the Company Admiral to the Mogul, the fhips and 
ftores belonged to them of courfcas part of the Tanka. It (hould be 
remarked, that the above-mentioned grants, and allPhirmaunds here- 
after inferted, were follicited and obtained before the. murder of the 
Mogul, and the revolution at Delli ; and arrived fome time after the 
redudion of the caftle. 

The number of killed and wounded did not amount to a hundred- 
Europeans, but the lofs by defertion was greater. Thus was accom- 
pli(hed a revolution of general benefit : peace and good government 
was reftored to the city, and the Englilh acquired a valuable and moft 
neceiTary pofleilion, to the univerfal fatisfadtion of the inhabitants, and 
alfo with the concurrence of the people in power. As the authentic 
papers hereunto annexed, will prove that this eftablifhment had the 
fandion of the Mogul, that which immediately follows will ftiew that 
proper care was taken to have the aflent alfo of the Marattas. 

Proposals from the Nanna Pundit Praden, Chief of 

the Marattas. 

I. As the Slddee at Surat has not only become troublefomc for 
many years to the honourable Company, the * Circar, merchants, &c. 
but has poflefled himfelf of the caftle, and ufurped the government of 
the place, to the entire ruin of trade and the city of Surat It is therefore 
agreed, between the Circar and honourable Company, to turn him out 
of Surat, ' that every body may be eafy there, to purfue his own ad- 
vantage, and for the general benefit of the place. 

II. That the Englifti (hall have the fole power and authority to 
make any man -f* Nabob there, and the Circar ftiall approve fuch cleftion 
without hefitation ; and they (the Englifli) (hall have the fame power 
and authority to turn him out, by informing the Circar, (who will 
not' have any objedtion to it) fliould he prove a bad man, in any re- 
fpt&, towards the merchants, or any body elfe. 

• The Marattas's ojflicers. 

f The Governor of the Town is called Nabob. 

HI. That 
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III. That the Nabob, &c. ftiall make no alterations in the cuftoms on 1759. 
goods, &c. but let that article, and every thing elfe remain as at prcfent. ' 

IV. That the caftle when taken, (hall be poflefled by the EngliOi, 
and they (hall have the fole command of it for the fafety of the place, 
and benefit of the government, and for which they fhall receive the 
ufuai allowance. 

V. That when theSiddee atSurat is turned out, the Tanka which 
he had for maintaining a fleet, fhall be divided yearly in three (hares, 
viz. The Circar, theCooipany, and the Nabob, each one-third. 

VI. That the Circar, (hall receive, as ufual, from the government, 
what is juftly due to them, and pay out of it what is due. to Damojee, 
but both the Circar's and Damojee s officers and people are to give. 
afTiftance, for. the greater import and export of goods, &c. to and 
from Surat. 

VII. That the Nabob or government of Surat (hall receive, as 
ufual what is due to him from the Circar and Damojee, for the country 
without Surat gates. 

VIII. That (hould there beany quarrel or difturbance within the 
town, and there be an occafion for putting a ftopto any thing any 
where out of the gates of Surat, the Circar's people are to do or defift 
from the fame conformable to the defire of the Englifh, and not 
ether wife, and thofe officers arid people are not to offer to meddle in 
any affairs of the Surat government, or (hew any moleftation to the fame. 

After thefe propofals it was extremely difficult to manage the 
Marattas, who were continually interfering. During the fiege a body of 
their troops approached Surat, and defired to be admitted to a£t in 
concert with tne Englifh, but as fuch an affitir would have difguded 
the Moors in the town, Mr. Spencer managed fo as to wave it without 
offence, ufing at the fame time all pofTible precautions to prevent their 
having any intercourfe with the Siddee or Atchund, with both of 
whom they had been tampering notwithfbmding their profeffions to 
the Company. At laft he found it neceffary to declare that he would 
not allow of any force appearing before the place, while the Englifh 
were carrying on their operations againfl it. 

G g PER' 
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1759. 

PERWANNA*, under the feai of Nabob Vizier UlmaMakcb, 
Afof Show Nizamel Muiuckj Babadottr^ dated the ninth of Sbuvalt 
in the fxtb year of the reign of bis frefent Mtgefty^ (fevetabof June^ 

J759-) 
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E peace and happinefs with the renowned Mr. John Spenoer» 
Captain of the fadtory in the city of Surat, by the hands of your 
vakeel, your prefent and arzee (or requeft) have been received, and 
the purport and particular thereof are underftood, and your arzee 
(or requeft) to his Majefty, has been delivered. The pains you have 
taken, and the fuccefs you have met with in keeping open the Door of 
Mecca, and delivering our fubjedls from oppreflion, we are pleaTed and 
fatisfied with. As to the Phirmaund for the government of the 
caftle and faned for the fleet, which are requefted in the name of the 
Englifh company, I have given your Vakeel an anfwer, who will par- 
ticularly advife you thereof Let the Pifcah on this account be quickly 
remitted, that it may be prefented to his Majcfty, and your requeft 
thereby granted. In the mean time it behoves you to carry on af- 
fairs with alacrity, and be afiured that herein nothing on my part (hail 
be wanting to countenance you. 

J/t REPRESEN TA YION made to the M^ by J^ Spencer^ 
in behalf of the Honmerabk EngUJb E^^InMa Company. 

TH A T by virtue of Royal Phirmaands of your Majefty's Pre* 
deceflbrs, the Engli(h hitherto enjoyed favour at Surat, and car- 
ried on their bufinefs in a reputable manner, till in thefe days that die 
Siddees ufurping an undue authority in the town, ufed it to the ruin 
of the city in general, the lives and propoties of your Majefty's fub- 
je£ts being made light of by them, and they even proceeded fo far, as 
to take away the lives of our people, in dired breach of your Majefty's 
Phirmaund ; and in fhort, inftead of being the Protedors of the place, 

^ A grant given, or paper figned bj the Mogul, is called a Phirmaund. 
By the Mogul's Son, a Nufhawn. 
By the Nabob, a Perwanna. 
By the Vizier, a Houfbul-hookunit 

became 
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became the oppctflbrs of it to fiich a degreCi that the juft orders of 1759. 
yourMajefty/ were no ways regarded in this city by their means, and ^^^'v^ 
things were come to this pafs, that though in confideration of the 
Tanka, the Siddee was to protc<ft the bar, yet fo far was he from 
doing that, that for many months paft, a large fleet of Sancrajee Punt's, 
Ballajee Row's Naib» entirely (hut up the bar, as did a large land 
force by land, to the infinite detriment of the place, and inhabitants 
in general, without the Siddee's interfering therein, and there was the 
greateft r^ifon to believe, that unlefs fome fpeedy and rigorous meafurcs 
Sad iboa betn purfued, your Majefty's famous city of Surat, the only 
port of good Muilellmen to the tomb of your Prophet, would have 
been brought to fhame. In fuch circumftances, the eyes of the whole 
town were caft on us, as the only perfons of force fufficient to fave 
the city from the calamities that it then felt, and was flill further 
threatened with, and in consequence of their follicitations to me, 
though our bufinefs in thofe parts of the world is only to trade and 
mercnandiTO, and we are not defirous of taking, or governing cities 
or coantries» yet as all the inhabitants of this pkce great and fmall, 
were earnefHy defirous of it, and I faw it was for the good of the 
place, 1 wrote to the General of Bonobay on the fubje^S, in fuch 
manner, that at an immenfe expence, he fent hither in our King*a 
fliips, a great force of good and experienced men, with a kfge <}uantity 
of artillery, and other warlike ftores, of all forts, with wfech I have 
had the happinefs to procure iafety to the city, and eafe to the inha* 
bitants, and have procured an entire currency to your Majefty's orders 
in the pkce, and your Majefty's authority, by -all ways m oar power 
win be preferred in the place, as it ufed to be, and you will confider 
the English, as defirous of receiving your orders, fuch being the in- 
tentbn of the .Governor of Bombay and myfelf, whofe whole power 
will be ufed to maintain the caftle, that we have poflefled ourielves of, 
for your Majefty, and to preferve the bar and fea open againfl all op- 
pofers, on your behalf, for we ihall not apply the Tanka you have 
granted for this purpofeto others^ as has hitherto been the cafe; and 
unce our having done this, the enemies that furrounded the place both 
by fea and land, to its great prejudice, have been removed, we are 
always ready for thefafety of the caflle and city^ with its inhabitants ; 
and therefore hope for your Majefty*s fevour, in behalf of the Ho- ' 

nourable Englifh Company, for whofe good fervices on this occafion I ^ 
muft refer your Majefty to rfie reprefentation of the inhabitants of the 
place. 

G g 2 N. B.. 
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1759. N. B. There accompanied this a letter to the Vizicr, much to 
^-^^v^^ the fame purpofe, requefting his countenance ; letters went alfo 

in the name of the Governor of Bombay on the occafion, to 
the King and Vizier, referring in general to the above, and the 
whole was attended with a reprefentation of the town in ge- 
neral on our behalf, under the feals of the Nabob, Naib, the 
Head Siads, and Officers, and the Heads of the Merchants in 
general. 

P ERWAN N A under the Vizier's feal for * Sciad Moynodeen 
Caun to aSl as Governor of Surat. 

Y the advices received here from Surat, it has been made known 
unto his Majedy, that you with the confent^ and at the defire of 
the inhabitants, are arrived there, and that afterwards the Honourable 
Mr. Spencer, Captain of the Faftory at Surat, with the renowned 
Pharrafs Caun, came and turned out Siddee Amed, whohadpoflefTed 
himfelf of his Majefty's Caftle, and greatly oppreided our fubjed:s> 
and that thereby the city is now at eafe, and the inhabitants fatisfied. 
Therefore it behoves you to adl as may be moft conducive to the good 
of the city and his Majedy 's affairs, that every body, may follow their 
calling without fear, and the city flourifh. Let this be implicitly 
obeyed, on the fecond of Shaban, and the fixth year of the reign of 
his prefent Majefty. 

HOOKUM or ORDER, under the Vizier s feal, to Mr. Spencer, 
to qjjift and advife with, Sciad Moynodeen Caun, in the Government of 
Surat. 

T> E it known unto the Honourable Mr. Spencer, Captain of the 
■*-' Fadtory in Surat, that in thefe days advice has been received that 
with the confent, and at the defire of the inhabitants of the Bunder 
of Surat, the renowned and brave Sciad Moynodeen Caun Bahadour 
came into the place, and that afterwards you, with i:he renowned 
PharrafsCaun, came, and turning out theSiddeefrom the King's Caftle, 
which he had polTefled himfelf of, and given much trouble to the 
fubjedls by opprcflion and otherwife, gave eafe and fatisfadtion to the 
inhabitants of the place, with which we are well fatisfied, and it now 
behoves you to advife with, and in conjundlion with the above re- 

• Another Name for Atchund. 

nowncd. 
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nowned, fo to carry on matters, as may be moft conducive to the good 1759. 
of the place, and the honour of his Majefty, by aflifting one ano-^ 
then Let this be done on the fecond of Shaban, in the fixth year 
of the reign of his prefent Majefty, 

HOOKUM or ORDER, under the Vizier s feal, to the fubjeSis 
and inhabitant of Suraty to acknowledge and a/Jift Sciad Moynodeen 
Caun, as Governor of Surat: 

T> E it known unto all the principal Sciads, Shaiks, and otherwife, 
■*-' and old men of underftanding, as alfo ta all the merchants, and 
Others our rubje£):s, inhabitants of Surat, that his Majefty is made ac- 
quainted by advices from thence, that by your confent, and at your 
defire, the brave and renowned Sciad Moynodeen Caun, is come 
there, and after him Mr. Spencer, Captain of the Faftory at Surat, 
with the renowned Pharrafs Caun, came and turned out Siddec Amed, 
who poffeffed himfelf of his Majefty's caftle, and greatly oppreffcd 
our fubjeSs, and that thereby the city is now at cafe, and the inha- 
bitants fatisfied. Therefore it behoves you, in all refpeds, to aflift and 
advife the faid Moynodeen Caun, and with one accord to concur iii 
every thing for the good of the place, which I would have implicitly 
obeyed on the fecond of Shaban, and the fixth year of the reign of his 
prefent Majefty. 

HOUSBUL'HOOKVM, under the great feal of the Nabcb Fi^ 
zier, Ulmah Malecky Nizam al Muluck Bahadour. 

"D E peace unto the high and renowned Mr. John Spencer. The 
^^ courage and conduit you have fhewn in his Majefty 's fervice, for 
the good of our fubjeds the inhabitants of Surat, are made known to 
his Majefty, and their letter expreiSng their fatisfaftion therewith^ 
has alfo been ftiewn, with which his Majefty is well fatisfied, and 
praifes you therefore upon this account. He has been pleafed to order 
this Houfbul-Hookum to be fent you, that you may. take care of his 
Majefty's caftle, and take the prefervation of the trade of thefe feas 
particularly upon you, fo that the inhabitants of Surat may carry on 
their bufinefs, and live in eafe and quiet, and the ftiips and veffels 
going to and coming from the moft remarkable ports, as well as others, 
be in no fear from rovers and pirates. The Phirmaund for the go- 
.vcrnmcnt of the caftle, and Pcrwannah for the fleet, being given in 

charge 
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1759- c^^^^g^ ^^ ^^^ Englifti Company, (hall be fcnt you frottt Court, on the 
^firftof the month of Zickat, and the fixth year of the reign of his 
prefent Majefty, (the 24th of June, 17^9.) 

N. B. The Houfbul-Hookum to the Governor, is in the fame 
words as the above. 

PERWANNA^ under the Coochuck, (er the (msU Jed) (f the 
Nabob Vizier XJlma Maleck, Nizam al Muluck Babadour^ to Mr. John 
Spencer. 

TH E Arzee of the high and renowned, with the prefect, and 
letter expreffin| the merchant's fatisfaftion, have been l^ocetved 
by the hands of Hadee Caun. The conduft and courage ydu have 
(hewn for the good of the inhabitants of Surat, land his Majefty'd 
fervice, have been in a particular irtanner made kndwn lo him^ with 
which he is well pleafed> and praifes you therefore. It ntow behoves you 
with a fatisfied mind particularly to look to the peac^ ef the inha^ 
bitants^ and the prefervation of his Majefty's caftle^ and to take cane 
that the trade of the feas is kept open and &fe, that the HddjeeB (or 
Pilgrims) and merchants meet with no trouMe or infipedimenl, and 
that the (hips to and from the renowned and other ports, may be iafe 
from any fear of violation from rovers and pirates. The Fliirmaund 
for the government, and Perwannah for the fleets, being given in 
charge tothe.Engliih Company, (hall be feht you from Courts 

PERWANNA, under the Coochuck, (or the fmall feal) of the 
Nabob Vizier XJlma Makck^ Nizam al Muluck BaBadour^ to Mr. John 
Spencer. 
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I G H and renowned, the funis ufually remitted from Surat, are 
now nouch wanted at Court, and his Majefty is prefling for them. 
As yet what money the renowned Moynodeen Caun may have fent, 
is not yet received, therefore Perwannah^s have been wrote to haften 
him in that refped ^ but it likewife behoves you to prefs him on this 
head, and procure die remittance of the Tonod by bills, as foon ai 
poflible. Look upon this as abfolutely necefTary. 
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PHIRMADND or ORDER, umUr the Great Mogufsfeal, 1759. 
and under fealed by bis Vizier y for thelfynourabk Companfi Mding tbe ^ 
government of tbe cqfile of Surat. 



Verfes 

from the Koran, 

in Arabick. 




T E T the renowned among the people, the Englidi Company hope 
-^ for his Majefly's favour, and be it known unto them, that in 
thefe happy and victorious times, his Majefty has been pleafed, out of 
his great grace and favour, to grant unto them, the Killidaree, or go- 
vernment of the Caftie of Surat, on its being taken from Muflbot 
Achmed Caun, it therefore is requifite, that they (hould be very grate- 
ful for this his Majefty's favour, and look particiflarly to the wel«* 
fare of the caftle, keeping proper order and difcipline among the 
troops, and having provifions, (lores, and ammunition alwa3rs in 
readinefs, as has been ufual, which is ftridly and efpecially required of 
them by his Majefty. 

Given on the eleventh day of Mohoram, and in the fixth year of 
his Majefty's reign, (or 4th of September, 1759.) 

At the back of the Phirmaund is the Grend Vizier's Seal, and all 
his tides wrote at length. 

pUSfUCK^ or ORDER, under tbe Cban Sunumn, or 
Stewards fealy for tbe Honourable Company's holding tbe King's 
fleet. 

TH E Duftudc in the name of the noble and renowned EngliHi 
Company, is as follows. By his Majefty's Houfbui-Hookum, 
the office of Deroga of the gre^t fleet, belonging to the Bunder of 
Surat, vacant by the diimiflion of Siddee Yacood Caun, is now deli-> 
vered into your charge I therefore it behoves you, to execute the faid 
office, with great care and circumfpedtion, and carry on the bufinefs 

of 
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J 759. of it juftly, and with moderation. Look on diis as abfolutdy re- 
Squired of you. Dated the fecond day of Mohoram, in the fixth year 
of his Majefty's reign, (the 26th of Auguft, 1759.) 

At the back of this is the feal of Zecah al Doulat Tidaudin Caun 
Bahadour, who is Caun Samaun, or Steward to^bis. JVI.aj?fty, whofc 
prerogative it is- to grant this Order. 

Tiranjlationof an ORDER^ under the Vizier &fealj to SciadMoynodeen 
CauHy Governor of Surat^ regarding the payment of the Tania on 
account of the fleets to the Honourable Company^ &c. 

'T^ O the brave, noble, renowned, * and careful Sciad Moynodeen 
^ Caun Bahadour, on whom is his Majefty's favour. The Vakeel 
of the Englifti Company having reprefented, that as the Deroga, or 
poft of the great fleet, belonging to the Bunder of Surat, under the 
Subah of Amedabad, on the difmiffion of Siddee Yacood Caun, Kil- 
lidar of Dunde Rajahpore, from the faid poft, had been granted his 
conftituents, he hoped thataPerwannah or Order for theTanka, and ac- 
count of the troops of the fleet, as has been ufual fince the time of him, 
who 18 now in Heaven (meaning Aurungzebe) among the other 
charges of Surat, exclufive of what is fent to Court, might be given 
him, in your name, from the Archieves of the Kingdom, it ap- 
pears, that this office was in the hands of Siddee Yacood Caun, and 
that in the twenty-third year of the reign of Mamud Shaw, he pro- 
cured an Order on Teg Beg Caun then Governor, for the annual pay- 
ment of two lack, according to cuftom, befides what was fent to 
Court. Now in .thefc^days the office of Deroga of this fleet, oa the 
difmiffion of Siddee Yacood Caun, has been granted to the faid 
Company, as has been ufual, under the Duftuck, or Order of the 
Caun Samaun (orfteward) and dated the fecond of Mohoram> and 
the iixth year of the prefent reign, therefore I now write to you that 
you may pay unto them, account charges, for the forces of the fleet, 
the ufual Tanka of two Lack every year, agreeable to the hereafter 
Order, among the other charges, exclufive of what is fent to Court, 
and let the accounts and papers relative thereto be tranfmitted hither. 
Dated the twenty-fifth of Mohoram, and the fixth year of the reign 
of his prefent Majefty, (or i8th of September, J 759.) 



On 
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' Otf the back of Ais Tci wauuj , is the VtzierV feah and the ziuiia 1759^ 
or certificate from the fcveral officers and rcgifters at court, fetting^ 
fofthr ds is. ^ve related in the Perw^imah, and that the Vizier ^ha^ 

fivmk ordefB for regifteiang the fevera]; ^nts. } 

HOUSBUL UOOKUMy under the fed of the Nabob Vizier^ XJlma 
Makck BahadfiUTytp th Engliffjjcom^any accompanying tbePbirmaund. 

MA Y hi6 M«^ofty'& livovr <vttr komm opoft the bf&ve and noble 
Bnglifl) company. It has |4ealbd his Majefty, to grant anto yoU 
(he office of KiUedMr (or caftfe' governctf) of the fiander of Bttrsc, 
^ftntb^n ihei difidUHttn^iof Ho^ Amud Cftwn } as ilfe the d^eof 
Derbga d' the gt«at Amc of the l^aid Builder, vacant bf ^ediiiouffioii 
of Siddee Yacood Cawn. Therefore, agreeable to his order, 3<Ott;afO 
now dire<3ed to take particular care of the proper execution of the 
above office») by looictngwell t^tbe weiiire of tW caftk, and pre- 
ftrvatk>n of the raerchflfits. Ice. on the hig^feas, keeping thcan deat 
«f inrate^ and rovten^ who totf iinf^ them, lllig is jxr^viely^ new 
^ired t>f ycii 



HO USBUL HO OKUM, from the Vixitr to (Swetmr Bmckier. 



I 



T has-pifea&d hia hh^c&% to. grant unto the brave k9d noblo Eag- 
li(bConif)an]r,.tke office of Kiliedar of the Bonder of Surac^ vacant 
by the difiniffioji of Hoffis .Amud Cawn; at alfo the office of Derpgii 
of the great fleet of the faid Bunder^ vacant by the difmiflicHi of Siddi» 
Yacood Cawn 5 therefore agreeable to his order this is wrote to youy 
to dired, that according to the directions and advice of the faid Cora^ 
pany, yon take all the care irr your power for the proper execution b£ 
ihe ^d office^ by looking well to the welfare of the cafUe, and pre^ 
fervation of the trade and merchants on the high feas^ from pirates, 
and other rovers.^^Of this you are defired to be very carefuL 

HOUSBUL HOOKUMy to Mr, Spencer,, the fame as ahve^ except, 
iwa or three words /wificA are almfi Jymnimws. 

To Atcbund the fame^ dire^ing bim to give the company all the 
"^loMce he can in the execsUioa ofthefe offices. 
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GOMBROON. 



2ZS2J yV ^^^'^ fi^*^^^ degrees weft of Surat, the Eaft-India company 
^**^^"*'^ A\ have a fmall fettfement, called Gombroons which being xe- 
^ mote from the reft, and what is more, unfortified, could never 
have had a place in the account of the war in India, had not the French 
thought proper to befet this defencelefs faStory with all the parade of 
a fiege, and to crowA their hoftUities with the pompous form of a 
capitulation. 

The articles in ihis capitulation, which relate to the Count d*£fta-^ 
ing, have fo greatly furprized the military gentlemen,, before whom 
hrgave his parole, that it.is evident they will.be new to aU thoCb wha 
come from the coaft of Coromandel : therefore to fatisfy them of the 
truth of fo extraordinary a proceeding, the capitulation is* here pubr 
li(hed» together with the account of the whole tranfa(5tion« 

Gombroon is an European name for the famous Bunder-Abbafli, 
which was built by Shaw Abbas when he ruined Ormus. Ormus, 
Aat jewel of the world, as it was called, is at this prefent time a 
rocky ifland, fo entirely covered with fait, that there is icarce any 
part of it but what is crufted over with it, at leaft two inches thick* 
In all places where they dig, is to be found rock ialt, and cohfequently 
there are no pools, neither are there any (prings of frcfli water ; not- 
withftanding which, the Portuguefe, from its advantageous fituation 
for trade, built a very elegant city there, with a ftrong fortification : 
but near -two hundred years ago, the Perfians, with tne afliftance of 
the Englifli, expelled the Portuguefe from it. The great Shaw Abbas 
Sophi of Perfia, when he removed the trade to Gombroon, on the 
opposite (hore, granted the Englifh great privilege in commerce, and 
a proportion of the cuftoms of that port, which amounted to near 
4000/. per annum i but thefe advantages they have loft by the un- 
happy ftate of the country, which has long been in confufion and 
anarchy. 

The 
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The Englifti eibbli(hed a fk&otj here on account of the great dc- 1759. 
ttaand for woollen goods from Perfia, before that country was im* ^ 
poveriihed by the troubles. The air of Gombroon is fo unhealthy 
from the hot winds, that even the natives themfelves fly from it in the 
bad feafon, but knowing the time when the (hips are to be expeAed'; 
they come down with caravans, and carry oflF their lading. As there 
was therefore no occafion for large warehoufes, the company never 
ereded any fortifications, but only fecured the houfe in which their 
Agent, or Chief, and his clerks lived, with a very fmall party of foU 
diers, fcarcely fufHcient to ferve as a defence againft robbers. 

The Moorifh governor of this place, is Moolah Allee Shaw, who 
ought to be fubordinate to the governor of Lhor, as the governor of 
Lhor fhould himfelf be fubjefl: to the Sophi of Perfia : but the trou- 
bles and total want of government throughout all Perfia, have made 
them both in a manner independent. The remains of fome ftrong 
fortifications at Ormus afford a fecure retreat for the governor of 
Gombroon, when the adjacent part of the continent is difturbed; and 
when it is quiet he comes to Gombroon, coliedts the cuftoms, and very 
often endeavours to extort loans from th^ Europeans, by laying diffi- 
culties in the way of their trade, and terrifying them with his Arabs. 
It was by fuch means that Moolah Allee Shaw very lately prevailed 
with the Dutch to comply with his requeft of a loan which they had 
at firil refufed. Thefe Arabs are very ungovernable and infolent, and 
when they have been taken in the adt of plundering, feveral of their 
tribe have run out of the fort and wounded our people who were car- 
ryjng the delinquents before the governor; and though application has 
been made for redrefs to Moolah Allee Shaw, he never could be pre-, 
vailed on to chaftife them, but always excufed himfelf, by alledging, 
that they were a tribe which no body dared to punifh but Sheik Rama. 
Such inftruments had Moolah Allee Shaw to employ for the gratifica«- 
tion of his avarice 3 and from his own difpofition he veas glad of every 
opportunity to make ufe of them.. 

. On the 15th of Odober, 1759, the French, with four fhips under 
Dutch colours, one of which was a veffel of fixty-four guns, and one 
of twenty-two, landed to the weflward of Gombroon. They ad- 
vanced with two mortars and four pieces of cannon, and began to batter 
the fa^ory, which was not a fortification^ but only a ftrong houfe*. 

H h z The 
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1759. The Agent and his clerks, together wi^tlke tt^ of thft Sjeedvfll, 
'which was burnt by the French, did tfo( txoptd thf qumber of .fi^ttecor 
men, againft whom the French brought a( lenik a jtnndrcd and iiity 
Europeans, and as many CSo^e^. Tl^ ffwU aii^jbfcr of EngUdi who 
were there, did wh^t they could to defead it } «a tiot the Tojpofles and 
Sqwys, few of them woold ftaod ta tha gufi& 

About cloven o'clock, being high watcr> the Cweiity-^two gun ibip 
hauled within about a quarter of a oiilft of dM fa^ory^ Md begad^ to 
fire : at the fame tiiaae thofe who wew a(hore played upon it with> 
their mortars and guns from the weft ward. At about three in the 
afteraopQ a fumoioiis wai feht froib the: Preoch camp. Upon a con* 
fultation held in the h&acy^ the military gentleoMn were <>f opiniQ»« 
that the houfe was hot tenable ; it waa tiiercfort vnuainiOMily i^etsd. 
to funrender upon the beft terms ^t caold be prdeured, and thcvavpon 
the foUoBmng capitiilalifln was figned. 

Articks ofcatitulatimfor the Eaft-^hdta company's faShry of Gtm^rMt^^ 

bettveen Alexander Vouglas BJhuire^ chief of the faid fetUement and 

councity ^nd Mmfi^ur Z>es EJ^rSj captain tf his tntft CbrtfHan Ma^ 

Jeffs Jhip.Con^^ and commander in chief of the prefent expedition^' 

and Imnjjleur Charnyau^ captain^ fomnrander of the tmd forces. 

Articie L So foon as the prefent capitalation is figncd, t dec^eh-- 
ment of French troops are to take poflemon of the feAofy t the keyr 
are to be delivered to the contmandiitg officer, and no peribn is Xx> 
come in, or go out, without his pcrmifHonj as he wif! take cstre to pre^ 
vent difordera and thefts. 

' II. All efFcdls of what kind foever contained in the feflory, *re »- 
belong to the beficgers, and are to be delivered ta tfre French com- 
miffary, with all books and papers in poifeflion of ther bcAeged*; th^ 
befiegers are to be (hewn the warehooffes, that they may. place thd^ 
neceffary centinelsover them^ The artillery, arms, ammunition, prcK 
vifions, money, mcrch'andize and flavess * iff generdl every thfngcefa- 
tained within the factory, are comprehended m tbis^ article^ 

III. The Chief, the Garrifon-fidtors, writers, and all Eufopeaittr 
vfi the fdrvice of the EngUiSl Eaft-India company, iijr gcnenaf atP (h^ 

fubje£b 
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fobje«*te of his Britarmick Majeftjr in the factory ar& to bd prifoilere ttf 175^. 
waru, ndcr the following claufes only. » 

IV. WhbKeas Monfictrr d'Eftaing, br igadJcr of foot, and formerly 
ft prifoncr of his Britanntck M^jcfty, is now on board the fhip Cond^, 
iH his Wtay tp Etimpe, by the vny of Bufibrah, being defirous of ren- 
tkriiig mott fccure the intelfigence received of an cichange having 
bden blide in his bchaJf, between Mr.Pigot, governor of Madraft, 
and Monfioiir Lally, Kcutenant*gcneral j it is. now agreed between the 
befiegers and beficged, that Alexander Douglas, Efquire, chief of the 
EhgWh Eaft-fedii Compstny'S faftory at Gombroon, ^itfi Wififoni 
Nam,*Enfl^ Johnfton, Eiytnolcfe Lyfter, Lietitcnint Ociclfge KriiBo^j 
Lieutenant Richard Evans, and Richard Mainwaring, are lawfullj^ 
exchanged for Monfieur d'Eftaing ; and they are at full liberty to go 
wher& and ,ta wiiat* places they pleafe, in confequence of which. 
Monfieur d*Eftaing.is under no other daiife than what is ff^dfiM in 
the fixtH ittticfc. 

V. Tnoo^ff the prcfent exchange of prifoners is an unneccflary 
precaution in behalf of Monfieur d'Eftaing, yet all perfons mentioned 
in the preceding article are abfolutely free, but fhould Monfieur 
d^C^akig Aaw 6eM already exchanged^ as he nadcmbltedl}! i$i in that 
cAft) for the kvtti fferfbns^ already olieiitined who now edjoy thcH: 
Mte^ty; tt lite nukiiser, and of equal ihitioft of his tiioft ChrifticiA 
Ittfajefty '& fiifa$ddt«5 mt to be ftleafed wbeiteyer a cartel is madfc. 

VL Mofrsi«0R 0'BsTAiKO> iiv order to fbiUil with thfe greatdft 
«}iKa9tude she proliiifehe makfo governor Pigot^ tfiatlie wooU not tsdfo 
up arms againft the Engli(h on the Coromandel oqsrffconiy, for <he fpaecis 
of eighteen months, reckoning from the firft of May, one thoufand 
ibvea ihehidced! ao^ fifty-irific i ^6s^ it dkay b« inftrted in the prefent 
capiudatioii^^ tbafr sfvtwithfianding he ib iK)w exchanged, yet he wiU keep 
^ prOqii^ lie tntd^ governor Pigdt,t of not takinjg up arnnrs agamft 
tbd B6g^' oi> the Goromafiddr coaft only>. fpr the fpace of ei^teen 
OMadisi: \Mt fie i<^a4 free liberty i& aU QtHtc fiaoes to take armsi 

VTI. \9^\th pof&ble to agree abditf: fhe^ re^porehafi'ng of Oofixbroon 
fa^fyif lA v^ill- be looked' qi> as* a pari, of, the pMisQat pai^tpl^onr t£ie 
bcfie^ete feftrviik||tQtlkes]U(bt^/tefttbeUb^ 

as 
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1759. as they may think fit, (hoold no agreement be conduded with the 
^ befieged. 

VIII. In ccmfideration of the exchange of Monfieur d'£ftaing> and 
at his particular requeft to Monfieur I>es EfTars^ Alexander Douglas, 
EfquirCy chief of the Engliih Eaft-India Comoany's fettlements of 
Gombroon^ and all others mentioned in the fourtn article^ have liberty, 
and may carry away all their own effc&s of what kind or fort foevcr, 
excepting ammunition, provifions, marine, military, or warlike ftores. 

Dated at Gombroon the fourteenth day of Odober, at fix o'clock 
in the morning, and in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fifty-nine. 

Alexander Douglas^ 
. DesEfars 

Cban^au. William Najb^ 

Richard Jobr^. 



As it muft appear very extraordinary that the Count d'Eftaing 
ihould chafe to* have his name £> often mentioned In the capitulation^ 
the impofiibility of his having had the inteU^nce he pretends to have 
received, will make it ilill more furprifing : for it is a certain hSt^ 
that there had not been even an attempt made towards his exchange. 
The parole he gave was in the ufual form ; not to ferve directly or in- 
direftly againft the Englifii, during the prefent war, or till he ihould 
be regularly exchanged. 

On the twelfth, while the French were fbmding into the road. 
Moolah Allee Shaw came to the fa<ftory, and gave the agent all imagi- 
nable afiurances of his affording him afiifbnce, and that if the French 
attempted to land, he would do what was in his power to prevent it ; but 
when the agent fen t to him in the morning, acquainting him, that they 
were approaching the fhore in order to land, inftead of performmg his 
pronrife he remained quiet in his fort, and fhough about ten o'clock, 
he was defired to fend a few men to our aflifbnce, he abfolutely re* 
fufed* The reaibn he affigned for not fulfilling his offers was^^ that one 

of 
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of his fliips fthen at andior in the road) was in the power of the 1759; 
French, and uiat if he afiifted us with any men, they woald catfy het ' ' 

away. His fear and prefent intereft governed him at that time, and 
foon after the French landed, he fent them fuch refrefhmeots of greens 
and fruits as the feaibn afforded, oflSsring to lopply them with what« 
ever was in his power. 

The French during their flay paid little regard to the articles of 
capitulation. On the 30th of October, at about twelve o'clock at 
night, they went on board their fhips, having firft fet fire to the 
faftory. They dug mines in feveral parts thereof, fome of which took 
effed: ; they had likewife fixed combuflibles to the beams of the 
apartments and warehoufes. The greatefl part of the wall of the 
eafl-fide of the factory was blown up, and the cielbg and floor of 
the apartments of the wefl-fide were burnt Moolah Allee Shaw's 
people took away the beams, planks, and window-frames, and fet 
fire to all the doors and other wood- work, for the fake of the iron 
that was in them. 

Had Moolah Alice Shaw afted a becoming part, many valuables 
might have been faved, after the French evacuated the fadory ; for 
they left upwards of thirty thoufand maunds of copper, with feveral 
6ther goods, which they could neither carry, away nor deflroy : but 
notwi&fbnding all the applications that were made to him, inftead 
of placing people to prevent thefts, and fecure what remained, or even 
to extinguiih the fire, he gave the factory up to a general pillage ; and 
in a vifit he made the agent, he had the afifurance publickly to con-> 
fefs, he believed there was not a man in the town but had his fhare 
of plunder. What with the copper, and other goods the French gave 
Moolah Allee Shaw before their departure, and the copper which he 
clandefHnely carried toOrmus, he wasfuppofed tohave got in the whole 
to the amount of fixty thoufand roupees, (not reckoning the guns 
which the French left behind) and his whole gang of Arabs enriched 
themfelves proportionably. As for fuch of the lower clafs of inhabi- 
tants ais had got any booty of copper. Moolah Allee Shaw obliged 
them to fell it to him, at the rate of two roupees the maund : but 
the Arabs had the precaution to fend their plunder to their different 
habitations.. 

Thk 
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i^M. Tm Fcsnpli and MooUh AUw 61mv*!, ««lrrf4 ii^ lutwlct of- iJU 
^liance, whereia it wat «gi«cd that th«ro ibottU Im» ai^ «vcrlailti^ 
^endfhip between them, that faU |«m aflA vf0eU iStHwld be feciu^t, 
and that whomever wemMoobk Alke ^w'««OQliue«, ftuM^ likewift 
be raemiet cf the Ftqich nation. Tbi^ writiilg givcQ b; dieaa \ms 
in the French language, figned by Monf. D'Efffmg, ibf couJt^ifa^ 
given by Moolah Alice Shaw was in the Perfian language. 
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REVOLUTIONS at DELLI. 

IT has already been related by what means the Revolution at 1757. 
Delli was brought about in the year * 1754* , V"*v*^ 

In the beginning of the year 1757, Ahmed Abdalla, the Pattan - 
Chief, marched to Delli, and took Allum Geer, and all the Omrahs 
prifoners. 

After having kept pofTef&on of the capital for fome time, he at 
length on the fixth of June, fent for the Mogul to his tent, where 
he received him with great honour, and replaced him on the throne, 
having firft fecured to himfelf as large a treafure as could be expedled 
from the low ftate of the finances of the Empire. He then proceeded 
to Agra, and feizing the revenues of that diftrifl:, marched to Lahore, 
from whence he iffued his orders to all the neighbouring Nabobs and 
Rajas, that they (hould acknowledge themfelves in fubjedion to his 
fon Timur, whom he then proclaimed King of Lahore. Having 
thus invefted his fon with the dominion of a Country froni whence 
he propofed that he ihould alfo fuperintend the affairs of Indoftan, 
he returned to his own Country recommending to Timur to treat the _ 
Mogul with continued marks of regard and friendfhip. 

Shaw Abadin Cawn, the fon of Gauzedy Cawn, and confe- 
quently the true Vice-Roy of the Deckan, chofe rather to fufFer his 
right to be ufurped by Salabatzing than relinquifli the offioe of Vizier, 
which gave him fo great an afcendency over the Mogul, and confc- 
quently an unbounded power in the Empire. But as all power is pre- 
carious, the fons of the Emperor became daily more formidable to 
the Vizier, and created him continual trouble and jealoufly. At 
length about the end of the year 1759, to free himfelf from all fol- 
licitude of that kind, he refolved on the murder of his maAer, in 
order that he might place in his ftead a more inconfiderable repre* 

V 

• Sec Page 58. 
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17 S9* tentative of the Royd Family, who (hould be lefs refpefkabie in hlm- 
^'^^v^ felf^ and not fo formidable by the fupport of his children or other re- 
lations. As ihefe were the great abftacles to the ambition of the 
Vizier, they were no lefs fo to the execution of his prefent defign : 
therefore to remove them from the capital, he propofed a hunting- 
match, and took with him the fons of the Mogul, and the greatest 
% 'part of his friends, to a. great dift^nce from Delli. The next dif- 

ficulty was to overcome the fufpicions of the Mogul, and the fuper- 
llitioos principles of the Moors, who though they are ready to execute 
any kind of villainy, can never be brougnt to murder their Sovereign 
in the fan<9:uary of his own palace* 

It was- well known that AUum Geer had a mpft particular vene- 
ration for the Fakeers ; and the Vizier was fenfible that untefs the 
Emperor could be prevailed on, by a motive of devotion, to come from 
under his roof, no other inducement could ever engage him to abandon 
whsA he would coniider as his only protedion in the abfence of his 
friends. Every thing being concerted accordingly, before the de- 
parture of Shaw Abadin Cawn^ the creatures of that Minifter came 
to the Mogul, and informed him that a Fakeer of moft eminent 
tanOkf was in the garden, and though it was with great reki dance 
that the Emperor yielded to the dictates of his zeal, he was at length 
by their perfuafions, prevailed on to go out and meet this holy perfon, 
whom he had long expreft a defire to fee. He had not advanced 
many (leps in the-garden, when two Moors in the habit of Fakeers, 
came fuddenly behind him, put a noofe about his neck, and then 
ftabbed him with fpears till he died on the fpot. 

As foon«as the Vizier was informed of the death of his mafter, 
he immediately confined his fons, and all the friends of Allum Geer, 
who were then with him, and placing on the throne one of the 
Royal Family, whom he thought the moft convenient for his pur* 
pofes, went himfelf diredly to join an army of Marattas, who were 
waiting for him about thirty miles from Delli. 

It was not long before the Pattans, equally difpleafed with the 
Vizier for his condud, and the Marattas for interfering in the govern- 
ment of Delli, marched a confiderable force againft them, and com- 
ing up with them at a place cailedPaniput, near a hundred miles from 
I Delli, 
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Delli they killed the Maratta General, and put the army to flight, 1759. 
which retreated till they were joined by aaotner body of their own ' — ' 
troops. They were porfised by the PMtans, and routed again in 
another engagement. 

^ * . 

AnAMED Abdalla then entered Delli, and placed his fon Tlmar 
upon the throne; and orders were iffued out to all the Rajas and Go- 
vernors in the neighbourhood, to exert their utmoft endeavours to 
prevent the Marattas from approaching the city. 



I i 2 NAVAL 




NAVAL OPERATIONS. 



Otwidiftanding the attention of the reader has been long fuf- 
pended from the Coaft of Coromandel, the principal objefl: 
of this work ; it is expedient here to give an account of the 

engagement atfcain 1759, and here conclude the Naval Operations. 

This will afford an opportunity of purfuing afterwards the affairs of 

the Coaft without interruption, as far as they can be afcertained by the 

lateft accounts. 

Vice Admiral Pocock having refitted his fquadron at Bombay, 
and made it ready for the feaby the fcventh of April, 1759, failed on 
that day for the Coaft of Coromandel, ufing his utmoft endeavours to 
get round Ceylon before the French fleet, which were expefted foon' 
to fail from the Iflandsof Mauritius and Bourbon. 

Having gained this neceflary point, he continued in the proper 
ftations to intercept the Enemy, or proted: our own trade, till the third 
of Auguft, and then, as the feafbn advanced, proceeded to cruize off 
Pondichcry, in hourly expe<5lation of the Enemy. The whole month 
being pad without any advice of the French fquadron, which. had fo 
long been expetted, provifions and water grew (hort, and the Admiral 
was obliged while he continued to cruize for the Enemy, to proceed 
to Trincomalay the firft of September to water the (hips, as he found 
it very difficult to water them at Negapatam. He had difpatched the 
Company's frigate Revenge a few days before, with orders to proceed 
off Ceylon, and look out for the Enemy. The fccond, at ten in the 
forenoon, they faw from the maft-head fifteen fail in the S. E. quar<» 
ter, (landing to the N. E. which proved to be the Enemy's fleet, 
and foon after perceived the Revenge chaced by one of their frigates, 
which fired feveral (hot at her. Upon tliis the Admiral made the 
iignal for a general chace, and (lood towards them with all the fail he 
could makcj which obliged the Enemy's frigate to give over chace, 
and rejoin her own fquadron. The abatement of the wind prevented 
our getting near them when the day clofed. 

The French line confided of eleven fail of large (hips. Le Zo^ 
diaque, M. D'Ache, Lieutenant-General, feventy-four guns, and fix 

hundred 
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hundred and fixty men. The Minotaur, M. L'Aguillc, Chief D'Efca- 1759. 
dre, fevcnty-four guns, fix hundred and fixty men. Le Comtede' 
Provence, M. La Chaifc, fcvcnty-four guns, fix hundred and fixty 
men. Lc Centaur, M, Surviile, fcventy guns, fix hundred and fi^ty 
men. L'Actif, M. Beauchaine, L'llluftre, M. Dc Ruis, and La For- 
tune, M. Lobry, all of fixty-four guns, and fix hundred men* Lc 
Vengeur, M. Palliere, fixty-four guns, and five hundred men. Lc 
Due D'Orleans, M. Surviile le Cadet, Le St. Louis, M. Johannes, 
Le Due de Bourgogne, M. Benvet, all of fixty guns, and five hun- 
dred men. They had two frigates, and two ftore-fliips. 

TjHis extraordinary force, like which none had ever yet been fcen 
Jn the Indian feas, was chafed, invited, and in vain provoked to fight, 
by a much inferior ftrength ; for the Engli(h fquadron were no more 
than nine fliips of the line, of which two were only fiftyrgun fhips, 
and the largeft carried no more than fixty-eight guns. They were 
the Yarmouth, Vice- Admiral Pocock, Captain Harrifon, fixty-fix guns, 
five hundred and forty men. The Grafton, Rear-Admiral Stevens, 
Captain Kempenfelt, fixty-eight guns, five hundred and thirty eight 
men. The Elizabeth, Captain Tiddeman, fixty-^four guns, four hun- 
dred and eighty men. The Tyger, Captain Brereton, the Sunderland, 
Honourable Captain Colville, the W? ymouth, Sir William Baird, Ba-r 
ronet ; all of fixty guns, four hundred and twenty men. The * Cum- 
berland, Captain Somerfet, fifty-eight guns, five hundred and twenty 
men. The Newcaftle, Captain Michie, and the Salifhury, Captain 
Dent, each of fifty guns, three hundred and fifty men. There were 
alio three frigates and a fireftiip. From hence will appear, the dif- 
proportion of the two fquadrons, which was fo great that the French 
had a fuperiority of one hundred and ninety-two guns, and two thou- 
fand, three hundred and fixty-five men, befides the great advantage 
in the fize of their fhips. 

Notwithstanding fo apparent an inequality, the French en- 
deavoured by taking the opportunity of the duik, and falling off of 
the wind, to fteal away undifcovered, but were fruftrated in this 
defign by the Revenge, who having orders to make fail to the S. E^ 
and try to keep jln fight of them, about eleven at night, made a 
fignal for difcovering the Enemy, and then the whole fleet bore down 
towards them, 

f The Cumberland being weak and difabled was reduced from 66 guns to 58. 

About 
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*7S9* About one in the morning of the third, a heavy £]iiaU conung 
OvSiT on, which continued till three, obliged us to brine to, and dew up 
our top-fails. At day-light we faw the Enemy's fleet bearing N. E. 
by N. about five or fix leagues diflant. The Admiral then made the 
fi^nal for a general chace to theN. £. Point Pedro on the Ifland of 
Ceylon bearing Wefli diftant fix c^ feven .leagues. At nine, the 
Enemy's fleet bore N. £. by E. and were formed in a line of batde, 
a-head on the flarboard-tack, with the wind about W. N. W. A 
little after nine, the Admiral made, the 0gn^l for the line of battle 
a-breaft, and ftood for the center of the Enemy's fleet, which kept 
under-way, and appeared to go from the wind -, by which means we 
altered their bearings greatly, for by noon they bore S. E. by E* dif- 
tant fix or feven miles. The wind decreafing as the day advanced, 
we were not able to form our line till near Sun-fet, two of our fqua- 
dron the Tyger and Newcaftle failing very ill^ though they noade all 
the fail they could trovA, 

Aboxjt a quarter after five our fquadron being nearly a*breaft oC 
the Enemy they wore, and came to the wind on the other tack, 
upon which our (hips tackt, the rear firfl, and fteered with the Enemy's 
fquadron. We were now about four miles difbant with very little 
wind, had fcarcely fteerage-way, and continued fb till near ten, when 
a frefh breeze fprung up from the S. S. W. on which we hauled clofe 
to the wind under our topfails, and formed the line a-head. This 
Ihift of wind^ brought the Enemy a-flern, and a little upon the 
weather-quarter of our line, but foon after, it proving hazy, we lofl 
fight of them. It is remarkable they made no fignal in this or the 
preceding night, either with guns or lights. The Revenge was fent 
to look out a-ftern, but not being able to difcover them, was ordered 
to keep a-head with better fucccfs ; for about eight next morning, the 
Revenge made the fignal for feeing four fail to the N. E. A general 
chace was begun by the whole fquadron, and continued till near two 
in the afternoon, at which time feeing no more than two (hips, and 
finding he could not come up with thofc, the Admiral made the fignal 
for the Revenge to come into the fquadron, then flood to the north- 
Ward, and made all the fail he could to get off Pondichery, juflly 
concluding the French fquadron was bound thither* 



The 
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The Admiral arrived off Pondichcry on the eighth early in the 1759- 
morning and faw no (hips in the road, but at one o'clock in the af-' 
ternoon difcovered the enemy to the S. E. and by three, counted thir- 
teen fail, he was then Aanding to the fbuihward with the fea breeze, 
and to prevent their paffing him kept a good look out the following 
night. At half an hour pad iix in the morning of the ninth, he {aw 
part of the Enemy's fquadron to the S. W. and by nine counted fix-* 
teen fail. At two in the afternoon, the wind fpringing up, the Admi^ 
ral made the fignalfor a general chace, and at four, the Enemy appeared 
to be formed in a line of battle a-breaft, and fleered right down upon 
him. The Revenge was ordered to keep (during the night) between 
our fquadron and the Enemy, to obierve their motions. The tenth, 
at fix in the morning, the body of the French {quadron bore S. E. by S; , 
diftant eight or nine miles, and was formed in a line of batde a-»head^ 
on the (larboard tack. We continued bearing down on them in a line 
of batde a^brcaft, with the wind about N. W. by W. ; At ten the 
Enemy wore and formed the line a*head upon the larboard tack. At 
eleven we did the fame, and kept edging down upon them. At two 
in the afternoon, the Yarmouth being nearly a-breaft of the French 
Admiral's fecond in the rear, and within mufquet ihot, M. D'Ach^^ 
made the fignal for batde. The Admiral immediately did the fame^ 
on which both fquadrons began to cannonade each other with great fiiry, 
and continued hotly engaged till four, when the Enemy's rear, and 
focHi after their center, began to give way ; the Sunderland having 
got up fome time before, and engaged their ilern«-mofl (hip. Their 
van made fail, (lood on, and with their whole fquadron bore away, 
and (leered to the S. S. E. with all the fail they could make. 

As four of our (hips in the van had fuflained a hot fire from fix of 
die Enemy's larged (hips during two hours : after (b great a difadvan* 
tage, we were in no condition to puc(ue j for the Tyger having her 
mfizen-ma(l and maintop-maft (hot away, appeared in other refpedts to 
be greatly di(abled : The Newcaflle was much damaged in her malls, 
yardf , and rigging ; and the Cumberland and Sali(bury in the rear, 
were not in a condition to make fail. The Yarmouth iiad her foretop- 
fail-yard (hot away in the flings ; and the Grafton and Elizabeth were 
greatly difabled in their mafts, yards, and rigging. The Weymouth 
. and Sunderland, the only (hips that had not fuffered, could not get 
properly into action, as M. D'Ach^ began to engage before they 
could clofe^. and by that means thofe two wece precluded firom their 

(hare 
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1759. fliarc in the engagement, fo that only feven of our (hips received the 
whole fire of the Enemy's fleet till near the conclufion, and then only 

eight. 

The Enemy continued retreating to the fouthward till dark, at 
which time the Admiral, ordering the Revenge, as ufual, to keep be- 
tween him and the Enemy, lay to, with the fquadron, on the larboard- 
tack ', in order for the difabled ihips to repair their damages. At 
day-light in the morning, we faw the Enemy to the S. S. E. lying to 
alfo on the larboard-tack about four leagues diftant ; the wind being 
about weft. The Enemy upon feeing our fquadron, immediately wore 
and brought to on the other tack, and continued fo till the evening, 
when their diftance was fo much increafed that we could fcarcely dif* 
cern them from the main-top. At this time the wind coming to the 
eaftward, the Admiral wore and ftood under an eafy failto the N. W. 
the Sunderland having the Newcaftle in tow, the Weymouth the 
Tyger, and the Elizabeth the Cumberland. 

The French having received Icfs damage in their rigging (though 
they were very much fhattered in their hulls, and fuffered a lofs of 
near fifteen hundred men killed and wounded) were enabled now to 
gain the only point they feem.ed to be follicitous of obtaining. They 
failed dire4flly for Pondichery, and landed four hundred European 
feamen, (for they brought no troops) two hundred Coffrees, about two 
or three lack of roupees, and the diamonds which they found in the 
Grantham Indiaman, for that fhip had been taken by the French near 
the Cape, in her palTage home. The value of the diamdnds might 
be about two lack more. 

• Our lofs was very confiderable, though greatly inferior to that of 
the Enemy. We had one hundred and eighteen men flain in adion, 
' and fixty-fix died of their wounds. Befides thefe, a hundred and 
twenty-two were dangeroufly wounded, and two hundred and fixty- 
three flightly, fo that our whole number killed and wounded, amounted 
to five hundred and fixty nine men. Amongft the (lain was Captain 
Michie, who commanded the Newcaftle, Captain Gore of the Ma- 
rines, and Lieutenant Redfhaw, both of the Newcaftle. Lieutenant 
Elliot, and the Gunner of the Tyger, the Mafter of the Yarmouth, 
and Boatfwain of the Elizabeth. Captain Somerfet, who commanded 
the Cumberland) was wounded in one of his anklc8« and Captain 

Burton 



'•4s 
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Burton received a contqfion on hiahead. AH the officers and I^meti 1759. 
in general behaved with the greateft bravery and fpirit during the ^ 
adUon/ and by the vigour and conftancy of their fire obliged the 
Enemy to retreat, notwithftanding their great fuperiority. 

The Admiral having loft all hopes of renewing the engagement, 
6n the fifteenth ft>tid into the toad 6f N^p^ttatn^ There he an^ 
chored and conthnicd repairing his damages^ and refitting the fqua^ 
dron till the tweaty<^fixth, when havii^ put the ibips in asgood con«- 
ditionibr icrvice (as the time permitted) he weighed and ftood to 
the nor&ward» ;He was joined by the Revenge^ which he had feat 
ulrltb dif^patdieri for 5fadrdis^ wbo brought bim fizty<-three men be** 
longing to ths Bridgewattr asd Trttoft^ who were i^n in Forf 
9t. David, and bad:»nr exchaiqpai at Pondiohery, Thefe he ordered 
on board theTyger and Newcaftle, as thofe were the (hips which had 
loft the greateft number of men in the late engagement. 

i By this frigate the Gomnmr and GouneU feat a ktfer ta ikt Admi* 
h\, of which thd following k an extiadt* 

SIR, 

THE Reitetige anchored h«»e in the night of tlie fourteenth ia« 
ftant, and the next mottdAjt we received the honoui; of youf 
hitters, dated the eighth and twtelftli ififtant^ containing advice of your 
difcovering the endMy's fleet on the fecond, anrd after much fiitigue, 
bringing them to aftion the tenth. The warm fire you fuftained for 
two hours wkh feven (hips againft eleven, and oblig^ them at laft 
to make their retreat, will do immwtal honour to you and Mr. 
Stevens, and all the brave officers who ha^e the hapjnneft to ferve 
under you ; and we feel much for the commanders of the Wey* 
mouth and Sunderland, who were deprived by the nature of the 
\cncmy*s difpofition, from coming in for an equal (hare of the glory 
of the day. We lodk upon this as the kft efton of die enemy, and 
well might they boaft df their fuperjority ; but the check they have 
met will (hew them diat they are difappointed of the mighty effc<as 
they expedtcd from fliis arnlament. It is fortunate that you found 
means to force them to an engagement before they reached PondU 
<:hery, as the troops they may have brought for landing, have, no 
doubt, had a (hare in the lofs. As yet we have not heard of their 
arrhral at Pondichery, but we fuppofe them there by this time, as the 

K k winds 
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1759. winds have been ftrong fouthcriyj After they have landed their, 
'troops and (lores, no great advantage can be hoped by engaging them 
again, and we would rather take tne liberty to recommend the wait- 
ing until joined by the reinforcement expeded from England^ &c, &'c^ 

Fori St\ George, 

16 5i//. 1759. . . ' 

^ '*■•'*••• 

* Th£ French by their having been fome time at Fbndichery, muib 
have had it in their powtr to comie out from thence well prepared 
for aAion : but the Admiral, as he was obliged to m& them in his way 
from Negapatam to Madraft^ judged that hk doing it in the night 
would be liaUe ta nufinterpretatiDnr, aod tlut it would certainly give 
the enemy reafon to conclude^ diat we had iiiffered fo inuch in the 
hte adtion as to be defirous of avoiding another engagement ; therefore 
he determined not to pafs the enemy's portwithout looking into i£ 
by day-light. 

The twenty-feventh at day-break our fleet were got clofe in wftfr 
Pbndicheiy road, where t&e French {cpndcoQ was lying at anchor iii 
a line of battle. The fquadron was. not ^n a condition to withftand 
the fire of both the ihips and fort at once, therefore the Admiral drew 
into a line of battle a*head upon the ftarboard tack, and was then very 
near witbin random .(hot' of their oeiireft (hip^ -The wind being 
bff (hore^ and about W. S. W. our ihips lay with their maia-top^ 
fails to the mail, juit keeping, ji pro|>er ilee^age-way for the Une to ooa^ 
tinue well formed. While out* fliips contini|ed in this fituatioh^ the 
French Admiral nude the fignal at 0k o*gloci^ |to heave a peak, and an 
hour after to weigh, and by the time all their fquadron, which con* 
iifted of eleven /ail of the line^ and (twQ frigates, was unfler (ail, it 
was near ten b clock, at which time, as the wind; was off iliore, our 
fiiips were ooniequently driven to leeward of them, and lying as before?- 
mentioned, expe<fling they would hfiSLT down diredly. and engage; 
but M. D'Ache made the iignal for his fquadron to keep clofe to the 
wind, and alfo to make iail, and ilretched away to>the iouthward in a 
line of battle a-head, by wl^krh nianoeuv{;e they jincrcafed their diilance 
from about random (hot at day-light>. tp neaf four }eagues to windward 
at fun-fet. Had they cut or flipped their cables on iiril difcovering U5^ 
we muil hive come to aftion by feven .o'clock, and after they got 
under fail, had they, bore diredUy down, we might. have been clofe 
along fide by eleven. 

Tux 
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Thb Admiral was now convinced that the Enemy had 1^0 incli- 1 759. . 
nationto cometo a fecondadion ; and as their whole conducft mani- ^ 
fefted an intention to get off and make good their retreat to the Iflands, 
he confulted the Rear- Admiral and Captains on their prefent fituation, 
^d the probable confequence of a further purfuit. They all agreed in 
opinion that the French officers being refolved to iatisiy themfelves 
with the very trifling fervice they had done the Company by ftealing 
in thofe infaffident fupplies to Pondichery^ were now determined to 
avoid any farther engagement; and that if wc purfued with any view 
qf coming up with them, they would lead our (battered fquadroa 
^uite to their lidands. But befides, that the condition of our jfhips 
would not permit us to follow them at all to the fouthward, upon fo 
little pvofpeCt of fervice, there was a more cogent reafon for their 
immediate return to Madrafs, for at that time there was not above 
two days bread on board the fquadron, and but very litde water. 

It was expedient to repair to that port as foon as pofUble, ia order 
to get a fupply of provifions and water, for the voyage to Bombay, 
before the change of the ^ Monfoon, which was near at hand, at which 
feafon it is dangerous to remain on the coaflr. Therefore the whole 
fquadron anchored in Madrafs road on the twenty-eighth, and fuch 
expedition was ufed in vi£tualling the £hips, and adminiftr ins . to the 
recovery of the fick and wounded, that they were enabled to&ll agaia 
the feventeenth of OSober 5 and the next day they met Rear- Admi- 
ral Corniih with four ihips of the line, and the Ajax^ Stormont^ and 
Houghton Indiamen, on board of which was Colonel Coote with 
the gireateft part of his battalion. 

• On the Coaft of Coromandel the wind chaagcs from South to North-Eaft moft 
commonly between the fifteenth and thirtieth of Oftober. It is beft to leave the Coaft 
between the fifteenth and twentieth, but it is full late to ftay till the end of the month. 
In order to eSe& fome very important fervice, it may be not altogether in^rudent to 
rifque the wintering a fleet in thefe feas, becaufe in. India, as in all other places, fome 
winters are more, and fome lefs tempeftuous than others. In 1741 M. delaBour- 
donnais remained on the Coaft without any danger till the twenty»fecond of Odober, 
but in 1746 he'was furprized with a ftoim, which funk and damaged hie wJiole 
f^adron. In 1747, and 1748, the Englilh fleets kept the Coaft, and met with no 
violent winds during the whcde feafon. And on the twenty-fourth of April, 1749, 
there was a tempeft which defiroyed fifty or fixty velTels of different nationsi. All that 
one can infer from hence is, that it is prudent to leave the Coaft in the ciiddleof 
Odoba« ' MiHloire M* tU U Bwr^whisl ' Sh JppMixy fagi 9. * 

K k 2 Admiral 




Aqmiral Pocock ordered ^\\ the troops which were brought put 
in the (hips of war to be put on board the Queenboroogh, and dif<- 
patched her, with the three Indiamcn, for Madrafs^ where they ar-^ 
rived the twcnty-feventh. Tha whole fqu^drod now £tiled for thcr 
coaft of Malabar, and in going round Ceylon, they met with fuch 
hard gales of wind, that the Cumberland and Salifbury made the fig^* 
nal to fpeak with the Admiral, being in great diftrefs from leaks, 
which they could not keep under with all their pumps. The Salifbuiy's 
diftrefs being the greateft, the Admiral ordered her to be affifted with 
eleven men and an officer frpnj each ftiip, for their own people were 
oyer fatigued by being kept conftantly tp the pump j and notwith-' 
{landing this fupply of frefli men, and their having thrown overboard 
thirty of their guns, at the end of two days they found the water ftill 
giin upon them, and were obliged again to OKjcetlie fignal of diftrefs/ 
Upon this, the Admiral ordered all the boats in the fleet to flay by the 
Salifbary to fave the crew, in cafe of the (hip^s foundering; and fent 
Admiral Corpiih and Captain Harrifon on board^ tp examine loto 
her lituation before he would too hgftily take the people out of her* 
They immediately ordered frcfh men to the pumps, beginning with 
dieir own barge-crews, and by this means they foon de»red her, and 
by the help of a thrumed-fail put under her bottom where theprinci-' 
pal leak was, they made it prafHcable to keep her free with half her 
pumps ; and now judging her to be qo longer in danger, they returi^d 
to their own ihips, and the Salifbury made fail the uext morning. 

The Admiral being deiirous of fending Rear- Admiral Cbmi£h ta 
the Coaft of Coromandel as foon as the feafon would permit, dif- 
patched him with the Lenox, Duke of Aquitain, York, Falmouth, 
Weymouth, and Sunderland, foi: the Teliqhery, which ,wa8 the gene- 
ral rendezvous. The weather becoming exceeding fioe, and the Mon- 
foon appearing to be fet in, the Admiral fuffered every (hip to make 
the heft of her way for the intended port, knowing that a fingle (hip 
will always make a fpeedier pa(rage than a fleet, and as they arrived 
they might begin to take in their water, and put their fick on (hore. 
The twentieth of November the Yarmouth arrived at Telichcry, as 
did the Elizabeth and York, and by the thirty-firft the whole fqua-, 

dron came in, 

» 

That no time may be loft for refitting the (hips at Bombay, und 
preparing them for their return to the Coaft of Coromandel, the Ad- 
miral 
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ffiiral gave orders to Retr- Admiral Stevens on the twenQr-fictfa, to 1759. 
proceed direftly for Bombay , with the Grafton, Eliziibed)) TygerZ-'V^ 
and Saliibury, and followed himfelf the twenty*ninth, leaving orders 
with Admiral Comifli to fail with the fix (hips undpr his command to 
the Coaft of Coromandel on the fifteenth of December, as it .wa« to 
be hoped the feafon would then be favourable^ and the fick and 
wounded recovered. 

Admiral Pococit had received orders to return to England, nev«<- 
tfaelefs upon the news of frc(h diftarbances in Bengal, he deterihined 
to remain with the Yannouth fome time longer, and a€bed in purfii^ 
ance. of this rdblutlon^ till fiich time as advice was received of the 
entire re-eftabU(hment of the aflairs of Bengal and the fignal viAor^ 
obtained over the French on the Coaft of Coromradel. 

Upon fb happy a turn in the affairs of the company, the Admiral i^6o« 
thought it now advifeable to comply with the orders for his return, 
efpecially as he had the fatisfaftion to fee the command devolve on fo 
brave and experienced an ofiicer as Rear- Admiral Stevens, whofe worth 
had been proved by his behaviour in the three engagements, as 
well as by the conftant harmony which had alwaysr fubfifted between 
them, and his alacrity to concur in any fervice for the honour of his 
country. 

The Admiral had himfelf received from the three Prefidencics the 
ftrongeft expreffions of their fenfe of the zeal which he had at all 
times fhewn, and the adual fervices which he had fo often performed 
for the benefit of the Eaft-India Company, and the honour of the 
Britifli flag. Having at length refumed his intention of returning to 
Europe, he difpatched Rear- Admiral Stevens for the coaft of Coro- 
mandel on the twenty- fir ft of March, with the Grafton, Elizabeth, 
Tyger, and Ncwcaftle, and failed himfelf the fevcnth of April in the 
Yarmouth^ leaving at Bombay the Salifbury, which had had a tho- 
rough repair, and was then almoft ready to fail, and the Cumberland, 
which was to be taken into the dock the firft high tide. 

Admiral PecocK anchored at Anjengo the feventeenth of April, 
and failed from thepce the twenty-firft. He there received a letter 
from Admiral Stevens, dated the eleventh, on which day he failed 
from that port, acquainting him with his proceedings, and that he 

had 
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1759. had retaken three. (inaU Engliih vdTels off the Vingorla Rocks^ from 
■^the Malwarii, a fet of pirates v^ko had taken them but a few hours 
before. Ther^ had been no account of the French fquajdron fince the 
time of their departure from Pondichery on the fecond of (Xto^ 
ber, 1759. 

On the eighteenth of June, Admiral Pocock ajrived at St. Helena^ 
where he found the G)lchefter and Rippon waiting to convoy feven- 
leen of the Company's diips, three of which Avere of extraordinary 
great value, having on board a large quantity of rich goods and dia* 
jnonds from Bei^af. For the fecurity of fo coniiderable an objedt, the 
Admiral thought proper to delay his voyage till the feventh of July, 
^n which day the whole fleet being ready to (ail, he took them under 
his command, and anchored in the Downs the twenty-fecond of 
September, with the richeft convoy that ever arrived at one time in 
England. 
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THE China (hips being arrived at Madrafs with three hundred 1759;. 
of ColoDel Coote's battalion, in the beginning of September,Nor^ 
Major Brereton, now commander in chief, being very fan- 
guinc for aftlon upon the ftrength of this reinforcement, prevailed on 
the Governor and Council, though with difficulty, to confent to an 
attempt upon Wandewafh. Both armies had lain fome time inadlive;. 
the French in Gingee, Wandewafh, Arcot and Chittepirt, and oui; 
troops at Conjeverara. At Wandewafh was a party of four or five 
hundred French, which Colonel Brereton, by a fudden march, pro- 
pofed to fhut up or drive fi-om thence, and then take the place before 
the enemy could coUeS their force. Every thing was to be ready withr 
great fecrecy by the tenth, and all neccfTaries were accordingly prepared: 
The rains which fell about this time caufed a delay tHl the fixteenth,. 
when the news arriving of the engagement between the fleets, the 
Governor and Council wrote to Major Brereton, that they thought it 
would be better to make no motion till it . was certain whether the 
enemy had received any reinforcements^ 

Major Brereton^ being unwilling to be with-held from a fa- 
vourite projeS, by a fuppofition to which, did not give any weighty 
marched and tool? Trivitore the twenty-fixth, where he made pri- 
loners one Captain and twenty-two men, of the Lorrain Regiment, 
and eight Huflars. He then proceeded to Wandewafh, and endea- 
voured, but in vain, to draw the enemy to an action out of thePettah, 
(the town or village belonging to and commonly fucrounding everjr 
Indian fort.) The .French. having fome, intelligence of our preparai- 

tions* 
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1759. tions, by the delay from the tenth to the twcnty-fifth. difcovcrcd our 
^•vw intentions^ and had made themfcl^s almoft equal to oGrforce, which 
was far (hort of fcventccn hundred men, the number that llad been at 
firft proffbfcd. Major Brereton gavcr out orders for an attack to be 
made upon Wandcwafh-Pettah at three o'clock in the morning of the 
firft of October, by Majors Monibn ajnd Caillaud, with five hundred 
men at one end of it, and Major Gbrdon, with two hundred men 
between the fort and Pettah. Major Monfon meeting with little re- 
fiftance, entered without lofs, and foon after Major Gordon attacked, 
but received fo warm a fire from the fert and tl^ Pettah^ that hii party 
broke, and only twenty men got ip with him : however he joined 
Major Monfon, and they advanced to the head of the Pettah. having 
driven the enemy quite out of it. But as our people w^ro evpofiid t9 
a gieat fire^ and every ftreet wa& enfiladed from the fort, they retreated 
towards the center of the Peitah, and there took poft, detaching fbme 
picheta in the ilreet to the right and left» which was all that could bq 
done till day-light. 

The French having made a diipofkion fer that purpofe, at day-i 
break attacked our parties on all fides, who after near two hours wzrta 
diipute, were obliged to abandon the Pettah, (leaving four guns be«» 
bind chem) with the lofa of two hundred and two men in the adioa 
and retreat. The enemy fiiffered no lefs in point of numbers, but 
we had a moft efiential difadvantage in the lols of eleven ofHeers o£ 
approved wortii and bravery. The army was ftill in a condition to 
have undertaken fomething of confequence^ but the advanced feafon, 
the fcarcity of provifions, and the difcouragement of an unfucceisful 
attack, were reafons that juftly determined them to go into canton- 
ment at Conjeveram. 

In the neigboarhood of Trichinopoly, near Ellavanafore, Is a ftrong 

Elace called Tagada, held by Kiftoarauze, an ally to .the Nabob, wha 
ad been very troublefome to the. French, and frequently,, with the 
afiiftance of the garriibn of Trichinopoly, beat fevei'al of their parties. 
His little fort was by fitndtion almoft impregnable, but wanted am-^ 
munition to hold out againft fuch a force as the i**rench were now re* 
iblved to fend againft it. 

m 

Captain Smith apprized of thdirdefigns, and having intelligence 
that a confiderable party of the enemy were adually marching againft 

it. 
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It, coivfifting of one hundred Europesm Infantrj, forty HuiTars,- five 1759, 
hundred Bbck Horfe, fourteen hundred Sepoys and matchlocks, and^ 
five pkceg of cannon* Captain Smith had the precaution to throw into 
the place three companies of SepoyJ^, under the command of Serjeant- 
Major Hunterman. Afterwards he detached Lieutenant Raillard with 
forty Europeans, fix companieA of Sepoys, three fmall guns, and a 
large fupply of ammunition, with orders to proceed within a night s 
march of Tagada, and then to forward the ammunition with one com*- 
panyof Sepoya: and from the particular fituation of Tacada, he had 
great hopes of throwiAg in thip fupply with fcifrty. Before ribe. party 
reached Vokonda, die Nabob's horfe, in number one thoufand, march- 
ed and joined them. 

' The Enemy haviiig coUe<SbedaU th^ir forces, made four federal 
attacks on. the town of.Tagada. They brooight two gi^s to, each 
gate, and ordered two parties to efcalade the walls. The attack con* 
tinned a confiderable time, till at length a party forced a paffage at 
one of the gates, and brought four guns into the town, fo that it was 
ivitk great di^ulty tho gtrnfon^^ould g^ip thf r9ck» where there were 
fome provifions, ammunition, and wat? r. They fent w;ord to Lieu- 
tenant Raillard that they would hold out till he came to their relief, 
which they defired'fae would do. as fpeedUy as poiSble, aB' they had 
loft near one-third of their people in the late attack » The Enemy 
fufFcred much noone, having thirty Europeans, ^and two hundred Se- 
poys killed and wcninded* niftnarauze^ witl} all his, Horfe^ and fome 
Sepoys, marched In the night from Tagada, and the next day joined 
Lieut. Raillard, by i^hofe advice it was determined the next morning 
early to attempt the relief of Tagada. They marched accordingly, 
till they came within two miles of the fort, where, upon the appear- 
ance of the enemy, they halted and began to cannonade* This gave 
time to the French to bring up their artillery. Upon the firft diijbharge 
of the field-pieces, the Nabob's Horfe fled with the utmoft precipitar 
tion, nor could all the intreaties of Lieutenant Raillard and Kiftna- 
rauze bring them backj* This happened before the Enemy's Infantry 
appeared. Soon after our Sepoys feeing tbemfelves abandoned by^ 
the Horfe, took a pannic and fled likewife. About two hundred, 
chiefly officers, remained with thie Europeans and Topafles^ who guard- 
ed the guns, and were endeavouring to make good their retreat to a 
village about a mile in their rear ;. thefe being in fome difeu-der, were 
hardpttlhed by the Enemy's European Cavalry and fome Infantry, who 

L 1 having 
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1759. having taken poffcffion of the guns, our whole party was entirely 
^routed, the Europeans and Topaffes either killed or taken prifoners. 
Many of the Sepoys cut to pieces, and almoft all difarmed. Lieutenant 
Raillard, who was on horfeback during the engagement, efcaped 
being made priibner, but did not long furvive the difgrace of his 
defeat, for it made fuch an impreflion on him as doubtlefs produced 
his unfortun^ite end. Having no cartridges to load his arms for his 
fatal defign, he bruifed himfelf fo much with repeated ftrokes on the 
bread and head with his piflok, that he fell off his horfe and expired 
about five miles from the fcene of adion. As he was found there 
with no other marks of violence, it is evident he deftroyed himfelf in 
the manner above-mentioned. 

The mifcarriage of this brave man was owing to his impatience 
at the cowardice of the Nabob's horfe : for as foon as they broke^ 
lie left his own troops, who were in need of his prelence and might 
have profited by it, and rode among the broken cavalry, vainly 
attempting to rally thofe who were alike infeniible to his exhortations 
or reproaches. Soon after Serjeant Hunterman furrendered the Fort 
of Tagada upon honourable terms. 

The French to make a diverfion to the fouthward, and alio to 
have at hand a fufficient force to furprize Trichinopoly upon the firft 
favourable occafion, marched a large body of men towards Seringam. 
An advanced party of them were difcovered from the Golden Rock> 
near Trichinopoly, and a fally was made from that Garrifbn with fomc 
Europeans, Sepoys, and the Nabob's horfe, who came upon them in 
the night and took one officer, thirty Europeans, forty CoflFrecs, and 
Sepoys, and killed or difperfed the remainder of the corps, taking 
alfo their arms, baggage, and ammunition, with^ two field-pieces. 
The main body of the French army, conlifting of above a thoufand 
Europeans, continuing their march to Seringam, attacked and carried \ 
it, there being only two companies of Sepoys to defend it. As this 
fmajl body made a gallant refinance, the French, in refentment, moft 
ihamefully turned them out of the place, and then fent their horfe 
after them to cut and mangle them, and fired grape (hot on fome that 
were then got to the Glacis, by which means above a hundred were 
killed. The French left two hundred Europeans at Seringam, and 
returned with the reft to join their army, fince which, one of their 

convoys 
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convoys going to Seringam was furprized by Captain Smith who com- 1759. 
maoded at Trichcnopoly. ^ 

On advice of an efcort being at Utatore, Captain Smith detached 
a party of fifty Europeans and feme Sepoys to intercept it The French 
marched an equal force from Sermgam for the protcAion of their 
convoy. Captain Smith, as foon as he found they had weakened their 
force at thePagoda, attacked it with the remainder of his garrifon from 
Trichinopoly. As he received a wound in the attempt, it had no 
other confequence than that of bringing back the French detachment. 
Our party in the mean time attackt the convoy in Utatore, took two 
officers, with thirty-eight Grenadiers, and difarmed three hundred. 
Sepoys,' carrying off or deflroying all the anmiunition and provifions. 

Aftbr this, Captain Smithy widi the affiftance of the King of 
Tanjore and Tondeman, retook feveral pofls, and interrupted the 
communication with Seringam, till at length M. Lally, thinking the 
ptlace in danger, reinforced it with a body of horfe, and two hundred 
European infantry. 

It has been already related that three hundred of Colonel Coote's 
battalion were brought by the China (hips in September, and that he 
iarrived himfelf witn the remainder of his corps in the Queenborough, 
and the three Indiamen on the twenty-feventh of Oflober. As foon 
as Cobnel Coote landed, the neceffary preparations were fet about for 
his regiment to take the field. It was in this interval that the enemy 
fent the large detachment afore-mentioned to the fouthward, and 
pofleffed themielves of Seringam. The Prefidency apprehending they 
might extend, their defigns againft Trichinopoly, recommended to 
Cobnel Coote to proceed with all expedition to join the army at 
Conjeveram, iwid to form an attack againft fome of the Enemy's pof- 
feiiions in that neighbourhood, in order to draw their troops from the 
fouthward. The army accordingly marched from Conjeveram the 
twenty-fifth of November, and the next day a detachment under 
Major Brereton invefted Wandewafh. Two batteries were ereded 
with great expedition, they were opened the twenty-ninth, and a 
fummons was then fent by Colonel Coote to Lieutenant Mahony^ 
who commanded in the garrifon, to furrender. He very properly 
returned £or anfwer, that he would defi^nd the fort to the laft ex- 
.(tremity. 

L 1 2 On 
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On tht ftirtictb, a. breach being made, the Kittcdar, orMooriih 
' Governor, fcnt to treat with the Colonel, offering to pay a fixm of 
money, and deliver up the French garrifon, upon condition of hi? 
being continued in the govemtneitt of the Fort ; btt before any agree- 
ment was perfe(aed, the French foWiers, fearing the intrigues of the 
Killcdar, got upon the walk and calHng out to our peopk, declared 
they would deliver up tfce garrifon. Five officers and ^txf-^hree 
private men were made prifoncrsori this<5ccalion, and a place of great 
note in this Country^ which had been often threatened by our army^ 
was at length taken without any lofs on our fide. TJiere were five 
hundred Sepoys in the Fort, bcfides the European garriibn. 

From therrce the army inarched immediately to Carai^oly, and 
en the fixth of December opened a battery againft that Fort, which 
was defended by Colonel O'Kenncly, and one hoBdred Bnropeans^ 
and five hundred Sepoys. The breach was made the eighth, bur 
there being yet a ditch, the pafiing of which might have been attoidod 
with lofs of men, Colonel Coote thought it better to grant d^-gar* 
rifonthe terms of capitulation they demanded, which 'Wece, th^ the 
Europeans (hoi^ld uQt be m^ade prifoners, but have leave to march to 
Pondichery , and accordingly the Fort was WretMcreil. 

The Frendi trodps which -were aflembled at Arcot, being joined 
by the jdctachment -from the fouthward, fhfe jfon of Chtiiida Saiby 
and the fon of the Killedar of Wandewafh, were lentwfCh other 
emiffaries to bring over a party of Morarow'-s Mftrattas. They had 
already a great number of Country troops bron^rt inby M. De Batify^ 
who went with a few troopers as far asCadapa, to pay a v^tto 
Bafaletzing on his return toXJolconda^ and not being able to pei^^OQule 
that Prince to .return with him, engaged one cif 4iis ^*Mtfswi«h k 
"confiderable number of Country hor fe afid Sepoys, and brought hivk 
with great ftate to Arcot. Thefe'were joined the ninth of January 
by Innis Cawn, Morarow's chief jofficer, with three thoufand IbCaratta 
horfe, belides a. number of foot who, followed them for pAonder. 
The French force at Arcot confifted (according to the bcft intelligence) 
of near two thoufand five hundred Europeans, and M. Lally tiimfetf 
refumed the command x)f the army upon ihis occafion. 

Colonel Coote having pofted his forces in a itrong iituatios 
between Cauverypauk and Arcot, not more than three miles from the 

advanced 
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advanced g;uard8 of the Enemy, remained there in order to cover our 1760. 
difh-ids in the heft munner he could a^ainft the ravages of the^ " 

Marattas, who were difperfed on all fides m fmall parties on purpofe 
to drive off the cattle, plunder fhe inhabitants, and deftroy the pro- 
duce of the Country. The army with Colonel Coote confifted of two 
thoufand one hundred Europeans, (including the artillery, the cavalry^ 
and officers of all denominations) about four thoufand Sepoys, and 
fifteen hundred Country horfc. The great number of cavalry on the 
lide of the Enemy rendered it indifpenfably neeeflary for us to tike 
iijto the fervicc as many of -the befl? as could be procured, notwith^ 
Handing the immcnfe expence, for without l^em the army would 
have been abfolutely unable to keep the field, as it would have beeB 
impoflibic to have fupplied it -with pro^fions. 

The day after the junction of the Marattas, M. Lally moved with 
Ills whole force from Arcot by the road of Wandewafti, but ' on 
the fccond day, a party turned towards Conjevcrata, who ranfecked 
the town, but could not get poflfeflion of tfce fort, being repulfed ii> 
the attempt, by an of|ipcr witn two companies of Sepoys. Cqlondl 
Co6te, qpon this irttdligence, tnareh^d with all cxpedJfion from 
"Cauverypank tp Conjcyeram. .Upon his approach, all the Enemy 's^ 
parties retired from that -neighbourhood, and joined their main 
Dody at i^apatangel, a itown upon the road from Conjeyeram t^ 
Wanderwaih. ^ 

The Enemy'5 d^figns proved to be againft the latter place,, where 
^C^tain fiherlpcfc commanded with one hundred and fifty Sur<»peans,. 
and eight cortip^nie^ pf Sepoys. The fiicteenth in the morning, 
the Enemy attacked the Pettah -adjoining to the fort, and after a ftouC 
tefijftancp fr.Qpi thnfe complnies of Sepoys, commanded by an 1&nfig(> 
of the .Sqjpy eftatrrfhment, lodged Aemfelves there, and fej about 
CTcfifting a baittery; .The twcmicSithey began t-o fire againft the walla. 
from one twenty-four pounder and three eighteen pounders* 

. Wj\iiD5W4S.H was thought a place of too much confequence to 
be fuffered to fall without miking fotne dttempt to relieve it ; there- 
for^, though the EiioDiy might havir fiime fupCfMri^y ji/) fiuropfans^ 
bcfides their oiukitude of filadct, it was ^etenniaed m tpAKh iht ^my 
towards thenu 

It 
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It had long been debated at Madrafs, and was always matter 
^of doubt with many members of the Couacil, whether it would he 
expedient to hazard an adion at fo critical a ^me, fpr, till the arrival 
of the good news from Bengali the affairs of the Coaft bore a me-* 
lancholy afped:. The Enemy had greatly the fuperiority in European 
horfe, which would have led on the Marattas to deftroy our army 
totally in cafe of a defeat. They had already plundered and deftroyed 
the Country, and encceafed the fcarcity of provifions to fo great a 
degree, that the cry for rice both at Madrafs and in the army, was 
exceedingly alarming. The army alfo made continual demands for 
their pay when the Country was entirely exhauiled of caih. At 
length a veflel arrived from Bengal, with the welcome news of the 
eftablifhment of peace and tranquiliity in that Province, and the long 
expeded fupply of money. 

This was. a great relief to the prefent anxiety, and gave fpirit to 
out Counfels, as well as to the army and our allies, and muft be 
fuppofed to have had fome effect on an Enemy that was naturally pre- 
fumptoous. But thefe circumiknces did npt caufe the Governor and 
Council to 9& with le(s precaution. Still dubious of the event, they 
approved of Colonel Coote's march towards the Enemy, but at the 
fame time ftrongly recommended to him to Jceep Chengalaput and 
Carangoly in his rear, that he might be fupplied with provifions, and 
have his retreat to Madras fecured, in cafe of any un£ivourab]e 
event. 

Colonel Coote being determined to march the army toward 
the French, took poft atOutremaloor the feventeenth, and judging by his 
advice £:om Captain Sherlock, that the breach in the fort might be 
pradticable, the tweaty-iecond he refolv.ed to make aii effort to raiie 
the iiege that morning ; for this purpofe he marched with the whole 
army the twenty-firft in the evening, and encamped at Trinborougb, 
-about ten miles from the Enemy^ where he gave out the following 
orders. 

Trinborougb Village, Janaaxy 21, 1760, feven o'Qock in the Evening. 

The army to march to-morrow at iix o*Clock by the left upon the 
Taps beating, which is to be looked upon the fame as the Generals 
beating, it is to form and be ready to march off immediately a^r. 

All 
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~Ali the cavalry and five companies of Sep03rs to form the van of the 1760. 
army, except two hundred Black horfe, who together with three^-"V*^ 
companies of Sepoys are to cov^ the baggage in the rear. The army 
to obfcrve the orders given out the twenty-feventh of December, which 
were, that the firft line confift of Colonel Draper's regiment on the 
right, Coldhel Coote*s on the left, and the Company's in the centre ; 
the artillery to be divided as follows ; four pieces on the right, four on 
the left, and two pieces between each interval, making in all twelve in 
the firft line. The fecond line to confift of the Grenadiers of Colonel 
Draper's, Colonel Coote's, and the Company's, with one piece of 
cannon upon each flank, who are to form two hundred paces in the 
rear of the firft line : An eight inch Howitz to be 4)etween the two 
lines. Major Brereton to command the right of the firft line. Major 
William Gordon the left, and Major Robert Gordon the centre. 
Major Monibn to command the fecond lihe. The cavahy to be divided 
into five fquadrons, the Europeans to make the centre fquadron. 

Thc names of the Jemidars who are appointed to command, to be 
given into the commanders in chief to-night. When the line forms 
the cavalry, wilf have orders to form about fifty paces in the rear of 
the fecond line, having a proper interval between each fquadron : at 
the fame time the five companies of Sepoys who fupported the 
cavalry are to form upon the right of Colonel Draper's regiment, and 
the five companies of Sepoys that were in the rear of the line q£ 
march, to form on the left of Colonel Coote's regiment, five companies 
who were on the left flank of the line of march, are to form in the 
following manner ; two on the right of the fecond line, and two on the 
left, and one on the rear with the cavalry. The whole army, as well 
Europeans as Blacks, are to have a green branch of Tamarind Tree 
fixed on their hats and turbans, likewife on the tops of the colours, 
in order to diftlnguifli them from the Enemy. The commanding 
officers of corps are to take particular care that their refpedtivc corps 
are properly told off, and that the men know their right ^and left hand 
men and file leaders. They are to be cautioned not to give their fire 
till they are ordered by their refpeftive officers, &c. &c. 

The army marched at fix o'Clock in the morning of the twenty- 
fecond, agreeablp to the orders that bad been given out the day before 
for that purpofe. About (even o'Clock our advanced guard of horfe 
and that of the Enemy began to fire at each other, upon which 

Captain 
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1760; Captain Baron dc VaiTerot who conamanded the cavalry, was orderad 
^to form them m order of batde ; he was fupported by five companies 
of depoyi and two pieces of cannpo, and Col. Coote advaf\^ii)g himfelf 
with two companies of Sepoys, oUiged the Enemy to retire t^ their 
main body of horfe, which confided of two hundred Europeans and 
three thousand Marattas on their left. As the whole of our cavalry 
advanced^ that of the Enemy retreated in pretty good order till our 
cannon, which was extremely weU ferved, obliged them to retire 
precipitately. The Msgor of the brigade was then fcnt to the a?my, 
which was about three quarters of a mile in the rear, with orders for 
theni to form the line of battle, but not to advance till the Colonel 
had joined them, who foon after having taken pdlefiion of a Tank, 
which the Enemy's cavalry had occupied, returned to (he line, which 
by that time was fisrmed. After reviewing the wholie, and finding 
the men alert and eager to engage, he ordered the aruiy to mqve 
forwards. Abo\it nine o'Clock they arrived at the poft they had 
driven the Enemy from, which was about two miles from their 
camp, and halted in their view near half an hour, during which time 
Colonel Coote went very near to them and reconnoitred their fituation* 
Upon finding they were ftrongly pofled, and his flanks expofed to the 
Enemy's cavalry, which was greatly fuperior to his own, he ordered 
the army to march by the right in order to gain the advantage of a 
hill about three miles diftant, and near two miles from Wandewafh 
fort, and the horfe, which was then in the front, to wheel to the right 
and left and form behind the fecond line, in order to make the rear 
guard. Thus he covered his right flank with the hill, and had fome 
villages in his rear, to which he fent his baggage^ and tins motion 
obliged the Enemy to alter their difpofition. During all this time they 
cannonaded each other, and fkirmiflned with their advanced polls and 
Maratet horfe, but the latter foon difappeared and returned no more. 
The Enemy after making their fecond difpofition, moved forwards 
under the cover of a bank. The cannonading then began to be fmart 
on both fides, and the two armies advanced brifldy towards each 
other* 

At twelve o'clock the Enemy's European cavalry pufhcd with a 
great deal of refolution in order to force oui" left, and ppme round 
upon our rear. The Colonel immediately ordered up fome companies 
of Sepoys and two pieces of cannon, to fufiain our cavalry, who had 
orders when the Enemy sq>prQached to qscn to theji^ht and left, 

which 
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which gave room to pour in grape-ftiot upon the Enemy's horfefrom 1760. 
the two pieces of cannon, the mufquctry alfo galling their flank, ^ 
while our cavalry wheeled and charged them in front. . They were 
immediately thrown into confufion, and puflied back above a mile from 
cur left, upon the rear of their own people. Our army now ad- 
vanced upon the Enemy, who kept their flank well covered by a 
^ " Tank, till we approached near enough to perceive the difpofition of 

;t their army, which was formed in the following manner. The regi- 

^ ^ ment of Lorraine on the right in line of battle, the rcgiiftent oif Lally 

on the left with the marine formed into a column, and the brigade 
de L'Indc formed into another in the centre, with two Tanks cover- 
^ -^^ ing their right and left, and Tome broken ground in front. By this 

t ^' .time it was near one o'Clock, and both armies continued advancing 

^w. ti]l (hey came within the reach of mufquetry, when a fliot from our 

-1 guns ftriking one of their tumbrils, it blew up, by which accident, 

five of their guns became ufclefs to them: upon this Major Brereton 
^ >^ wheeled Colonel Draper's regiment to the left, and charged their left 

flank, which was executed with great order and refolution, and much 
to the honour of that corps and their Commander j Colonel Coote 
^ feeing that regiment likely to fuflfer from a body of Black troops, 

together with their marines who were under cover, and fired very 
brifkly upon them, and at the fame time finding the Enemy had 
reinforced their left with a piquet from Lally *s regiment, ordered the 
Grenadier Company of Draper's, which was on the right of the fecond 
lintf, to fupport their own regiment, and having likewife two pieces 
of cannon playing upon the Enemy's flank, compleated the rout of 
that wing, who abandoned their cannon and fell upon their own centre, 
which was by this time, together with their right, clofely engaged with 
our left. He then ordered up Major Monfon with the reft' of the 
fecond line, and placed him fo as to be able to fupport any part of 
our line, at the fame time flanking the Enemy. • About two o'Clock 
their whole army gave way, and ran towards their own camp, but 
finding that we purfued them, they quitted it, and left us entire mafl:ers 
of the field, together with all their artillery, except three fmall pieces, 
which they carried oflT. There were taken twenty pieces of cannon^ 
three of which were twenty pounders, one twenty-four, and one 
thirty-two. pounder. 






« 
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The French had eight hundred killed and wounded, two hundred 
of which we buried in the field, and we took two hundred and forty 

M m prifoncrs, 



ft66 W A R O N t H E 

1760. prifoncrs, of which number two hundred were Wounded. We loft 
'only fifty-two Europeans, officers included, in the field of bittlc: 
there were befides one hundred and forty-one wounded, of which 
ibme died of their wounds : and among thefe was the gallant Major 
Brereton^» who had the honour to have fo great a &are in the fucoefe 
of that glorious day. 

The French army confifted of two thoufand two hundred Euro^- 
peans, including artillery and cavalry ; three hundred Coffrees, and 
between nine and ten thoufand Black troops. They had twenty 
pieces of cannon in the field, and five in their batteries againfl: die 
fort, where they blew up a large magazine of powder upon their re- 
treat. Our army amounted to feventeen hundred Europeans, in- 
cluding artillery and cavalry, three thoufand five hundred Black 
vtroops ; and all our artillery were fourteen pieces of cannon and one 
howitz. 

The principal perfons among the prifoners who were taken, were 
Brigadier General de Buffy, Le Chevalier Godevile, Quartcr-mafter 
GeheraL Of Lally's regiment^ Lieutenant-Colonel Murphy, two 
Captains and two Lieutenants. Of the Lorrain regiment, one Captain 
and one Lieutenant. Of the India Battalion, two Lieutenants and two 
Enfigns. Of the Marines, Le Chevalier de Poete» Knight of Malta, 
who died of his wounds. All the above-mentioned were wounded^ 
except M. de Bufify, and an Enfign of the India battalion. Colonel 
Coote indulged thele gentlemen together with M. Godeville,. with 
leave to go to Pondichery on their parole : but when he learnt that 
feveral officers on parole had been in the acftion, he wrote to M. de 
Buffy and the other two officers, to repair to Madrafs according to the 
tenor of t'heir parole. In anfwer to which, M« Lally fent to offer hloi 
their ranfom in money. 

So compleat a vidory over a foperior force CQuld not have been 
obtained, but by the maflerly condu& of Cobnel Coote, and the 
tiniverial good behaviour of all the officers and men, and it would 
be great injuftice to pafs over in filence the extra<M:dinary diligence 
and fkill of the officers of the artillery. 

. . Thb 
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The Enemy retreated as fad as poflible to Chetteput, which is 1760. 
eighteen milea from the field of battle, and the, next day affembled' 
the remains of their broken army at Gingce ; but the twcnty-fixth, 
M. Lally thought proper to retire within the walls of Pondichery. 
Our cavalry bong fatigued were not able to purfue them the evening 
of their defeat, but the next day Colonel Coote feat out two de- 
tachments to harrafs the Enemy ; and upon advice of M. Lally's re- 
treat, he lent frefh orders to Captain Dc Vafferot, who commanded 
the horfe, to dcftroy the French country round Pondichery, as 
M. Lally had done by the environs of Madrafs. To prevent his being, 
interrupted in this expedition by the Marattas, who were then be- 
tween Arcot and Ghetteput, the Colonel wrote to Innis Cawn, to 
advertife him that, fince he had fhewn by his behaviour 10 the lato 
a^on, as well as by the whole tenor of his conduct, that he caofte 
net into the country as a foldier, but only as a jJundcrcr*andmarauder» 
he muft now immediately quit the country, or he fhould be compelled 
€0 it, and if intercepted, he muft expedt no quarter for himfeif or 
his troops. 

- The Maratta General, fenfible of the fmall benefit he resiped frOm 
his alliance with the French, who were in no capacity to pay him^; 
decamped without hcfitation, and went off to his own: country 1 
and Captain De VajfTerot proceeded without interruption to lay wafta 
the bounds of Pondichery. This was not done as a mere aft of 
retaliation, but as a very neceflary flep towards the reduftiooiof that 
place, as it ftruck a terror into the inhabitants, promoted the dif-* 
pofition to defert, and alarming the Black people with the dread of «i 
fiege, caufed them to move off, and deprived the garrifon of the 
iiecef&ry affiftance of the Cooleys. Beiides this. Captain De VaiTerot 
^ok four tbouiand head of cattle. 

On the twenty-eighth. Colonel Coote marched to Chetteput, and 
began to creft batteries, at the fame time fummoning the Chevalier 
De Tilly, who commanded there, to fiirrender, which he refufcd* 
The next day, after a breach was made, the garrifon flung out a flag 
of truce, and furrcndercd prifoners of war. Here were four officers^ 
fifty-four Europeans, befiitei: ieventy**three who had been wounded in 
the battle of Wandewafh, and were at that time in the hofpital ; and 
three hundred Sepoys. In the fort were taken nine guns, and a large 
quantity of ammunition. 

Captain 
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1760. Captain Smith having been detached after a fmall party of 
f French and Sepoys, with two brafs eight pounders, returned with 
them the thirtieth, and alfo brought in a Captain of the Lorrain regi- 
ment and three French Commiflaries. And Major Monfon having 
thrown a few (hells into the fort of Timnacry, it foon furrcndcred, 
;ind twenty Europeans were made prifoners* 

Colonel Coote immediately after the battle of Wandewaib, 
fent orders to Captain Wood to inveft Arcot He foon got poffeffion 
of the Pettah, having routed Zulapherzing's forces, and taken his' 
whole camp. On the fecond of February he was joined by Colonel 
CootCj who marched with the whole army, and encamped within two 
miles of the places The fame day he began to ered; batteries agsdnft 
the Fort. Two of five eighteen pounders againft the curtain between 
the North- Weft corner tower and the gateway, one of two eighteen 
and one twenty-four pounder, againft the tower and curtain Weft 
of the South- Weft corner tower, and one of a twelve pounder, agabft 
the North gate, to enfilade the Weft front. 

The next day the Enemy threw a number of fhells from the 
garrifon without any eiFed. The batteries were opened on the fifth,' 
and the next day two of our guns were difabled, and two men killed 
and four wounded* 

On the eighth, Colonel Coote having carried on his approaches to 
the South Wefti within two hundred and fixty yards of the creft of 
the Glacis, and thofc to the Weft within two hundred and .fifty, 
fummoned the garrifon to furrender. He received for anfwer from 
Captain Huftey who commanded there, that in cafe he was not 
relieved in fix days he would then deliver up the garrifon, on being 
allowed the honours of war. 

Upon this hoftilities were re-commenced, 'and fomc of our men 
were wounded at the batteries and in the trenches, by the Enemy's 
fhells and fire-balls. Our whole lofs amounted to no more than feven 
men killed and fixteen wounded : for the . next day, the approaches 
being carried on within fixty yards of the creft of the glacis, the 
garrifon furrendered prifoners of war, 

. .CoLONEI. 
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Colonel Coote took poOTelHon of the fort of Arcot the tenth 1766. 
of February, and thereby not only reftored to the Nabob the Capital 
of his Dominions, but greatly weakened the French force in India, 
by a capture of two hundred and thirty-fix European foidiers, three 
Captains, and eight Subalterns. 

This was not only a real and a prefent lofs to the French, but a 
great blow to their credit, and operated no lefs on the minds of their 
own people, than it afFcdlcd them in the opinion of the country powers. 
The very day that Arcot furrendered, feven and twenty Huflars, ^ 
with their horfes and arms, deferted and came over to us, and by the 
laft advices from the Coaft, it is-faid that the whole body of their 
European cavalry has fince followed their example, and are now in 
our fervice. This is an earned of the general difcontent at Pondichery, 
occafioned by their want of pay and the fcarcity of provifions, with 
a diffidence of one another, a fcnfe of their mifcondudl, and in confc- 
quence thereof, their calamitous prolpeft from this fudden revcrfe of 
fortune. 

M. Lally, immediately after his defeat, fent orders to recall his 
troops from Seringam ; by which means he augmented his army 
with a great reinforcement of Europeans (near five hundred horfe 
and foot) but at the fame time being obliged to abandon that part 
of the country, all thofe valuable difttids, from whence the Nabob 
draws fo confiderable a part of his revenue, andj without which, 
Trichinopoly does not produce enough to defray the ordinary cx- 
pences of the garrifon, were now left to be vifited by his feveral renters 
and collectors without molefration. 

Rear-Admiral Cornish arrived at Madrafs the twenty-third 
of February. As the French had no fleet upon that Coaft, he had 
no objeft but to co-operate with the land forces j however the 
Falmouth meeting with the Hacrlem in her way from Merguy, obliged 
her to run a fhore two leagues to the Northward of Pondichery. 
The garrifon of Permacoil and Allamparva having furrendered pri- 
foners of war, there remained only Carical of all the fubordinate fet- 
tlements on that Coafr. 

Carical is a very fmall but exceeding ftrong Fort, being a 
pentagon, built exadlly on the plan of Liile. It being of great im* 

porcange 
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1760. portancc to reduce the Eneriiy to the poficflicn of one fingle port, 
v-O^^^ both the land and fea officers under Rear- Admiral Cornifh and Major 
Monfon, were employed in the attack of Carical, and on the £fth of 
April it was furrendered* 

By the lofs of this place, the French have not a fingle man in the 
Peninfula, except a fmall garrifon at Mah^ on the Malabar Coaft, 
another at Gingte^ and tbofe which are blocked up within the walls of 
Pondichery. 
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The following LETTER of the CHIEF ENGINEER, 
With the PLAN annexe©. 

Will (hew the Nature of aa 

Old Indian Fortification, 

Converted to the Purpofes of Defence againft ARTILLERY ; and will be 
of Service to explain feveral of the Sieges of Indian Forts mentioned in 
the Courfc of the WORK. 

TH E advantages which Chcngalaput derives from the nature 1757- 
of its fituation, are fo great, that, according to the European 
method of fortifying, the moft fimple works would have ren- 
dered it a fortrefs of confiderable ftrength : for the eaft, and above 
half the north fide, is covered by a large tank, fufficiently deep to 
prevent any attack thereon : the weft of the other half of the north 
fide is covered by a low fwampey ground, fown with paddy, and 
feparated from the tank by a dam about thirty feet wide ; over which 
lays die road from Madrafs. On thefe fides it appears, from the pre- 
ceding defcription^ almoft impra£ticable to reach Chengalaput in an 
hoftile manners and was the fouth equally fecure, it n^ght in this 
country be deemed impregnable; but there nature has changed her 
afpeiSl, and, from the tank to the paddy fields, prefents high ground, 
favourable to the approach of an enemy.— Here, then, art muft 
fiipply the defedt; and, indeed, the perfon who fortified the place 
feenxs fo thoroughly to have comprehended the advantages and dif- 
advantages of this fituation, that according to the method of forti- 
fying praftifed by the natives of the country, he has made his wotks 
proportionally ftrong. Thefe works, on the fouth, confift of a deep 
wet ditch, a fmau falfe bray, then a ftone wall, elevated about 
eighteen feet above the water, with round or fquare towers on and 
between the angles: after this,' another deep wet ditch (except juft 
in the pafikge to the gate) before a ftone wall fomewhat higher than the 
Outer one, lurnifhed with round or fquare towers; alfo double walls and 
ditches of the fame nature, with an interval of near one hundred yards 

a 2 between 
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^757- ^^^^veen them, but inferior in ftrength and fize to tliofe on the fbuth,- 
furround the weft fide, and approaching nearer to each other continue 
round the north. On the eaft, along the tank, is but a flight fingle 
wall, about eighteen feet above the water, and fortified with very 
fmall towers, affording little or no defence. The walls all round, 
were formerly eight or nine feet higher than a bank of earth within, 
which ferved as a rampart; and the defendants had fcarcc any other 
means of annoying an enemy, than by firing through fquare holes, 
and crannies between the battlements: what cannon they had were 
laid in large pieces of wood, and mounted on high cavaliers, built in 
the gorge of each corner tower, from whence no great mifchief could 
be done. Such is the fituation of Chengalaput; and fuch Was nearly 
the condition of the works when it fell into our hands. The altera- 
tions made by the feveral Commandants fince that time, confift in 
repairing the breaches, raifing a fort of glacis and countcrfcarp round 
the outer ditch before the fouth front; making a bridge, with fluices 
under it, over the faid ditch, thickening the parapets of fome of the 
towers and cavaliers, opening embrafures through them, and con- 
verting a round tower, on the fouth-weft corner of the innef wall, 
into a fmall baftion. Thefe additions and repairs having been ordered 
by different oflScers, who, I imagine, pretended to no fkill in fortifi- 
cation, and executed by blacks, who were equally ignorant of their 
part, I may conclude (without prejudice to thefe officers) that they are 
not in themfelves the moft defenfible, orjudicioufly conftrucfted. 

Having thus defcribed the fituation of Chengalaput, the original 
conftrudtion of its works, and the late alterations, and from tlience 
fliewn its prefent condition; I Ihall- proceed to point out fuch addi- 
tions as appear to me extremely neceffary, and cannot be very ex- 
penfive. To dembnftrate, in the cleareft manner, that they are fo, I 
will, for a while, fuppofe that I am to diredt an attack againft Chen- 
galaput, fupported by fuch a force as our enemies can bring againft it. 
Being thoroughly acquainted with the place (as I iniagine the French 
are, who once had it in their poffeflion) I fhall begin my approach 
againft the fouth front, by opening ground at (A), under cover of a 
fmall afcent, about five hundred yards from the outer wall. I fliall 
there eredt a fmall battery of four pieces, to draw the fire as much as 
poflible from the workmen, till they are advanced by two branches to 
the extreme ends of the firft parallel, whercl ftiall eredt two batteries 
of cannon, and in the middle one of mortars : the plan will fliew at 

one 
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one view the pofition of the whole. The battery (B) of feven pieces, 1757. 
is intended to make the principal breaches through the outer and 
inner wall, in a dircd: line (i, 2.) ; my reafon for, this is, that the 
puter ditch is there narrow, and may probably be paflcd over by the 
bridge ; that from (3 to 4) is a fine paflage, and from thence to the 
inner breach no obftacle, but the fire of the defendants, to divide the 
force of the befiegers. And, to fecure the greater probability of 
fuccefs, tlie battery (C), with five pieces of cannon, will ruin the 
parapets of the tower (a), beat down the angle (b), make a breach in 
part of the curtain and flank of the fquare tower (c), and aiTift in 
widening the breach (i),: and when an affault is given thereto, a real 
or feigned attempt may be made with two or thr^e boats on the fide 
of tlie tank. 

. With twelve pieces of cannon, four mortars, and fuch a difpo- 
fition as I have repeated, it appears to me, that Chengalaput in its 
prefent ftate, could nqf long rcfifl: fo difproportioned a fuperior force 
as twelve hundred Europeans, and two thoufand Sepoys, which I fup- 
pofe is, no more than thjp French can bring againft it. 

The parts which I h^ve pointed out are eafily breached, and may, 
as to external obflacles, Jbe as eafily come at. To remedy therefore 
thefe defeats with the gfeatefl: expedition and oejconomy, I think it 
neceffary to raife the glacj? (from F to G) at leaft two feet higher on 
thecreft. This moft finaple and excellent piece of fortification will 
cover the out^r wall almqfl: to the top of the parapet; and, by taking 
away the earth near the fe^ond parallel (d e), will lower the ground 
almofl to the water, and r^^nder an approach more ditficult. I would 
alfo thicken the rampart qf the outer wall (from f f to g), as Captain 
Gardiner has begun, and^lay on a parapet of twelve feet thick. 
I would prolong the ditch before the inner wall (from h to k), fix a 
ftrong pallifadoe over the bank of earth (from 1 to m) ; the inner 
curtain (from n to o) fliould be continued as it is already begun, and 
a parapet of good earth, fifteen feet thick, laid thereon, through 
which five embrafures may be opened, and will play with great com- 
mand on the outer breach : this is what I would particularly recom- 
mend for the immediate defence of the fouth fide; and if the feafon 
or time would permit, it is highly proper to continue the inner ditch 
before the gate, according to the pricked line, and throw a bridge 
over, from (p toq). 

To 
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1757' "T^ fecure that fide next the tank, t think nothing better can be 
done without great charge than to open embrafures in the tov^rers 
(arc ft) as at (5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 1 1, 12,) and to take down the old 
battlements of the curtains {v w *) making them of a. propcif 
height for the mufquetry to fire over. The fame fliould be prac- 
tifed with all the curtains round the outer and inner wall^ tor at 
jpreftnt they are too high to fire over, and being taken down, will 
afford a number of good bricks towards carrying on the other itera- 
tions already mentioned. On the north, a pallUadoe fliould be fixed 
acrofs the bank, and an old fally port dirough a wall on the dam 
(13) fhouldbe filled up, tlie wall thickened, and a paUiladoe (14) 
fixed behind it under cover. The weft having nothing to fear from an 
open attack, requires no material attention. 

There is one circumftance indeed that I cannot omit, which 
will make a great alteration. This is the decreafe of water in the 
tank, either by a dry feafbn, or by draining it off into the paddy fields^ 
the one may happen, and the odier I doubt not may be effeCbed; for 
the water in the tank at prefent being five or fix feet higher than the 
paddy fields, if the dam is cut, it will run ofifto a level, and there-* 
by I fear, leave the foot of the wall next the tank dry all round. 
An event of this kind, though there is even a ditch at thirty feet 
diftance in the tank, will greatly dimini(h the fecuiS'ty of Ae eaft and 
half the north fide, arid at the fame time will weaken every part, by 
lowering the water in the ditches 'fill they becortc in many placed 
quite dry, and in all fordable. How to prevent this diminution lean- 
not fuggeft aiiy contrivance; nor do I know any obftacle to an enemy's 
reaping all the advantage 1 have mentioned, but the bed df the tank 
being much deeper than the level of any of the paddy field*. While fuch 
aftroke is practicable, it is to be apprehended j but (houM any ad- 
vantage of that kind be overlooked, I am apt to believe from the 
reafons above recited, that the fouth front will be the only one at- 
tempted; and there, (whefi the foregoing additions are made) lamf 
perfuaded a moderate garrifon will oblige any force our enemies can 
now collect, to lacrifice more men than fuch an acquifition would 
compenfate. 

My obfcrvations on Chegalaput, have perhaps already been more 
particular thaa wfs ncceffary to explain dje immediate bufinefs of 
my journey i but as I have in view, the preferving -to future times, 

a 
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Ade&ription of whateyrer may promote the defence^ or capture of 17.^7.. 
tbe.place^ I hope I fhall be excuied if I extend my remarks ftill far« < 
ther : for the fake of explanation^ I will fuppoie the additions are 
made to Chengalaput which I have above propQied^ and that it is 
ganiipned by three hundered and fifty Sepoys, and fixty Europeans^ 
with ammunition and provifion for two or three months. The French 
then being nefolved to attack it> will no doubt collect their forces 
>.and artillerv (in number equal to what I have before concluded) at 
Wandewafh: In this fituation, their real intention not being known^ 
you will no doubt be equally apprehenfive of Carangoly and Arcot: 
and confequently uncertain 'till they begin to march, which of die 
places to reinforce, fhould you be in a condition to do fo. However, 
{ will admit diat by the time they move, you are aiTured of their 
intentions and are determined to reinforce Chengalaput with two 
companies of Sepoys and fifty Europeans. The enemy fufpefiing fuch 
a ilep> will no doubt leave tneir baggage and heavy cannon, to come 
leifurely on and march with the greater part of their troops to inveft 
the place, that no fuccours may be thrown in; to efFe<5t this, they 
need only poft a imall party advantageoufly ibme where on, or near, 
the hill (A) at the end of the dam» whi<^ as there is no other road 
to get at Chengalaput, will at once cut off all conmiunication. An 
eye-fketch of the country round the fort, which I annex hereto, 
ihews more dearfy that the main body being at (B) and a party at 
(A) it will hardly bie pofHble to get into Chengalaput on the north or 
jibuth.iide; nor will it be more pradicable on the eafl: or wefl fide, 
where there, is Jio gate, and tne accefs obftrufted by a large tank, 
andalmofl: impaflable paddy fields. The attempt to reinforce Chen^ 
galaput being thvis defeated, and the enemy's cannon and baggage,' 
&c. atrived, they will be in a condition to begin their batteries on die 
ibiUh fide,' and will prdl>ably refolve for many reafons during the fie^e 
to ppfl: at (A) a body of two hundred Europeans and five hundred 
Sepoys. The forces on both fides being as they are at prefent; I will 
venture to fuppofe Sir, that you are determined to attempt fomething 
very confiderable for the relief of Chengalaput, and accordingly take 
the field with £x hundred Europeans and one thpufand Sepoys, a 
fmall field train, and as few incumbrances as pofiible; that the troops 
may march and counter march with the greatefl diligence. By the 
time this body is half way to Chengalaput, the French will doubt- 
lef§,havrji0tice:jof their motion, and will form a refolution to pre- 
vent your drawing any advantages from fuch an expedition^ Their 

party 
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1757- P^^rty at (A) wiH on this occafion cither retire, or be augmented to a 
force capable of maintaining themfelves againft ours. The queftion 
then is, " will they have troops enough remaining to carry on the 
attack"? I am' apt to think they will. But unlcfs the poft at (A) is 
well fecured, they will be under conftant apprehenfions of having that 
divifion defeated, becaufe it cannot fpeedily be fuccOured from the 
other fide. At Icaft, whatever fuccours may be fent, muft anarch 
over the paddy fields out ofrannon {hot from the fort; and I queftion 
then, if they can find a paflage for more than a fingle man at a time 
along the banks. I will next fuppofe that they: abandon die poft (A) 
and that they vigoroufly pu(h an attack with their whole force at (B) 
fuccours of any kind may then be thrown into Chengalaput, and 
when things are brought to fuch extremity, that it muft inevitably 
fall, by prudent management, and leaving a fmall party to continue 
firing, the greater part of the gajrifon may retreat in the night over 
the dam, the reft may foon follow; and the whole having only their 
arms and twenty-four rounds each in their cartouch-boxes, they may 
eafily evade the purfuit of the enemy, who 'till morning will probably 
be ignorant of their flight. To fecure fuch a retreats the fally port on 
the north fide ftiould be kept clear, and put in a proper condition for 
this occafion. 

Upon the whole, I am of opinion that Chengalaput from its 
ftrength and fituation on the country, is a place of too much im- 
portance not to require the greatcft efforts for its prefervation : that 
with a garrifon of five hundr^ Sepoys, one hundred Europeans, one 
hundred Lafcars, fome Coolies and other labourers necefl'ary for its 
defence, the fiege of it will become an undertaking extremely haz- 
ardous for our enemies ; and ftiould it fall, will prove a dear pur- 
chafe. I mean if the additions which I have advifed are made^ i^d 
fome other trifling precautions taken, which cannot but occur to every 
prudent ofiicer, &c. &c. 



I am, &c. 6cc. 
lOthDec. 1757. 

JOHN CALL. 
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THE FOLLOWfHO 

ACCOUNT 

Of the Progrefs juid EffeOs of one of thofe Tioleat 

HURRICANES 

Wfaidi fi> often sttend the Chamgeof tnc 

M O N S O O N, 

Is the more curious, ^ few People have ever furvived fuch a Difaftcr, who 
have been capable of giving fo clear and diftinft an Account. 

A JODRKAL of the 

Lofs of the PEMBROKE, 

I 
f . 

Which was wrecked in St. David's road the X3th of Aprils ^749^ 
By thcMASTEii of the PEMBROKE. 

ABOUT ten o'clock in the morhirig it fcleW ffefh, th6 single 
wind at N. E. by E, and a great fea began to come in. We Anchor* 
then having a cable out, the Captain ordered half a 
table more to be veered away. At noon I defired the Captain would Noon^ 
plcafe to order more cable to be veered away, he replied, he was 
afraid if we fhould veere more cable it would bring home the 
anchor, but that a new forcfail and a tniztn (hould be bent/ which 
Was immediately dortCi At one in the afternoon it hltvt very hard> the q^^^ 
wind at N. E. his Majcfty's fhip Namur lying about a cable's length o'^IqcJ^ 
\vithin"us and abaft our beam ; I went to the Captain, as did like wife 
IheLieutenantSiand defired him to go to fea. He replied, he could not 

b anfwef 
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April i3,anfwcr to go to fcaj unlcfs the Namur.did, (on board which Rear 
1749. Admiral Bofcawen's flag was flying) but ordered all our ports to be 
^■■^^ -^ barred in dnd* well fccured, and the tarpawlings "down without bat- 
tening, which made them- blow Up again after we put to fea. 

Three At three o'clock' I went again to the Captain who* x(ras fick and in- 

o'clock^his cabin, and again d^fired hiin to go to £tz^ he fecnnedveiy ^ng^, 

and laid he could not, givii^ the ume r^fcn as. above ; • lior wquUI 

he fufier any more cable to be veered away : at the fame time the 

fhip rode hard, flraincd mudi, and made water, r 

Four. At four the fca increafing, wc expedcd^the cable to part^xvcry 
Five, minute, _«Lt five our cable pdrted and wc caft ourhea^ off to the fea, 
otherwife we ihould have fallen on board the Namur ; we immedi- 
ately fet the foreiail and mizen, got on board -the main tack, and fet 
our fnain^iil and fore and mizen ftay-fails, at the hmt time fpme of 
our people were employed in heaving in the cable, for the Captain 
would not have it cut,, which took. up fome.time. I found it to be 
parted about three fathoms \vithoat the fervice of the outer cable.. 
It blew fo very hard that, the (hip. would not. bear anymore/ail. 

Sbc At fix we founded and founcl fourteen fathoms water, at the fame 

time there being a great head fca,; rwe marie iiutTcry littk .way,' aiid; 
found the (hip gained more water than one of the chain pumps could 
poflibly difcharge, which obliged us to fet both pumps to work.. 
The weather continuing^ very^ bad \vith a great fea and ftrong gales;, 
at half paft fix our mainfail fplit in pieces, we got down the yard in 
order to bend a new fail, but it blowing fo hard and the (hip lying 

Seve;i. down very much, we could not get the feil to the yard; - At feverewc 
founded eighteen fathom water. At half paft fcvOT founded twenty 
fathoms,, the wind at N. E. the firft and feco«d Lieutenants- at th« 

Eight pumps encouraging the men. At eight the carpenter fent word to 
the Captain that the fhip gained upon them much, four foot water 
in the nold, at the fame time,, depth of water twenty- two fathoms ; 
half paft, our tiller rope broke ftiort oflf at the rudder head; and wc 
likewife found one of the rudder chains broke. The fails we had 
now fet were our forcfail, mizen, mizen,. and: fore ftay-fails. At 
' jq'jQ^^ nine founded twenty- four fatlioms water. The fca now made a free 
pafiage over us, and the fliip being water-logged, we hauled up our 
tbrefail to cafe her, but expeftcd to go down every minute. In haul- 

inj; 
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ing down our foreftay-fail it fplit, and as I looked aft from the fore- April- *i4i^ 
caftle I faw the main and mizen maft gone, but never heard them go, 1 749- 
By this time the fliip righted much, and in about feven minutes the ^-^v^ * 
loremaft went by the board, but the bowfprit held faft, depth 
of water about twenty-five fathoms. Our pumps continually work/^ 
ing. The third Lieutenant being on the quarter deck fent forward to 
me to clear and let go the fniall bower anchor, which was immedi- 
ately done. We veered the cable out to the fervice and ftoppered tlie 
cable, the wind at N. E. by E. we found the (hip drive to (hore very 
fail, depth of water fevcnteen fathoms. Half paft ten we had eight 
feet water in the (hip's hold, kept the pumps working. About 
eleven o'clock we found the fliip fettle, depth of water twelve or Eleven 
fourteen fathoms, and then the. anchor brought the fhip up, but the o'clock, 
cable parted in a few minutes, then we let the flieet anchor go which . 
was all we had. The fea now made a free paflage oyer us again, which 
broke and tore away our boats and booms. The flieet cable tore out 
with fuch violence that no man could venture near it, 'till the clench 
brought up the fliip. Depth of water about feven fathoms. The 
cable held fome time, but the fea came in with fuch force and fo 
very high, that in the hpllow of the fea the (hip ftruck, and the 
i:able inimediately parted. It was now near twelve o'clock, the ihip Twelve, 
ilruck fore and aft but abaft very hard. The third Lieutenant was 
Jiear me when the fliip firft ftruck, but I faw no more of him after- 
wards. I kept the forecaftle accompanied by the boatfwain, cook, 
and about eight men more, I got myfelf lafhed to tlie bitts before 
the fliip took heel, but fliifted myfelf over to windward when flie 
began to heel, and laflied myfelf as before, the fea continually beat- 
ing over us. About tw>o faw the Captain's cabin waflied away, and Morning. 
.tlje fliip almoft on her broadfide. When daylight came, we were 
iixteen inen on the forecaftle, and four hanging abaft to the timber 
heads, but three of the laft got on a piece of the wreck, which wajs 
loofe and drove away, the other was drowned ; all this time the fea 
came over us in a dreadful manner fb that we could fcarce take breath. 
About eight o'clock nine men were waftied off the forecaftle. We 
^couldnowfeethe trees aftiore between the feas. About nine o'clock the 
^boatfwain and cook were waftied away from each fide of me, then 
I removed myfelf to the cathead as did another man alfo. About' ten 
.o'clock all our men were waftied away except we that were lalhed 
,to the cathead; we judged we were near two miles oft^the ftiore; 
we continued there all tlie day, the fea beating over us continually fo 
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April 15, that wc had little time to fetch breath or fpcak to one another. Ar 
1749. noon we found tlie fea to come every way upon us, and could per-* 
i^m^^u ceive the wind was fliifted which was the caufe thereof. This part 
of the wreck kept faft, but night coming on we had a difmal prof- 
ped before us, having no hopes of relier. About midnight the fcai 
a little abated, {0 that we could fpeak to one another for the ipace of 
two or three minutes together ; but I found myfelf fo weak h^vin^ 
been fick ever fince we arrived in the country, that when the fea' 
wafhed me on one fide in my lafliirig I was not aMe to help myfelf 
i\py but was obliged to get my companion to aflift me. At day light 
I found niyfelf much weaker and very thirfty. The fea at this time 
came over us once in a quarter of an hour : we found the wreck. 
. much nearer the fliore than yefterday. Some time after day light my 
companion told me he faw a flag to the northward, which we judged: 
to be at Porto-Novo, a Dutch fettlemcnt, which gave us great hopes, 
tliat we fhould foon have fome afliftance. About noon wc found the 
fea much abated, fb that it feldom came over us, aiid ihe weather be- 
Three gan to be fine, but I found niyfelf very faints About two or thfee 
o'clock., o'clock we faw two paddy boats coming along {bore about a mile 
without US; we fpread abroad a handkerchief which I had about my 
neck that the boats might fee us; oneof th^m feemed to edge to- 
wards us for fome minutes but hauled off again* Thea we faw fe- 
veral Catamarans near the fliore which we judged to be fifliing, we 
fpread abroad the bandkerchief agslin^ but none cff them approached, 
us. Soon after we faw feveral people gather together afiiore, the /ha, 
began to grow low, fothat we judged it to be about five o'clock. At 
laft we faw two of the Catamarans above mentioned coming towardis. 
us with three black men on each. They took us off the wreck and. 
carried us affiore. As foon as we were landed, we found OHffelvcs fur- 
rounded by about three hundred armed mem My companion told 
me we were fallen into the hands of the Marattas who were at this 
time in arms againft the Englifh ; they ordered us*- to come off the 
Catamarans : I ftrove to rife^. but found myfelf fo very weak, .and my 
legs fo terribly braifed, that I could not get up; upon which fome <h 
them came and lifted mc off, and laid me upon the fand^ for I could: 
not ftand, Lmade a fign to them that I. wanted fome water to drink, . 
but they gave me none, and only laughed at our condition. Their 
commander ordered fom? of them to ftrip us, which they did quite ' 
naked ; but before they ftrij^ed me,, they tqok a pair of gold buttons , 
out. of my flecvcs, two half crowns, my keys, and a knife out of niy 
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poclcet?^. and Having metal Buttons on my breedies, diey cut dkm April 1 5^, 
#fFalfo. . When they had flrippcd.mc they made a kind of clout of 1749;^ 
my Ihirt to hide my nakednefs. During this time, we were in the- v--.y^ J 
utmoft want o£ (bmething to quench our thirft. A& I was^ not able 
to walk» tliey ted us part of the way to Davecotta (a fort belonging 
to them), and there put us- into a canoe and carried us up a nver to 
the fort walls* About ten this night they put us within the walls 
and laid us. on the ground^ where we had nothing to cover us but the 
heavens, and about eleven they brought us a little rice and fome water. j^^^ 
Great numbers of people gathered round us, laughing at us, and 
exprefling great contempt and derifion. We got little fleep that 
nighty, being extreamly cold, and not without apprehenfions for our 
lives, aAthey had threatened to cut us to pieces with their cutlaffe^.. 
When day light appeared the gates being opened, I found myfelf 
very iick,. and feizcd with the flux, and my legs extreamly bad, fo 
diat !• concluded I could not furvive muchyloi^r,. if dcftitute of 
!l^tter relief. I told my companion I couldiiotlive long, and deiired,. 
that if ever he got home, he would give my friends the hiftory of 
my death. Some days they gave us a little rice, and fome days none 
^t all. . About the ieventh day they gave me fome kmp oil,, withi 
which I bathed my l^s, and £bund iiome eaiir by it.. 

The country people flocked daily^ to the fort to fee us ; but nofje 
of them (hewed us the leaft pity, but on the contrary laughed at, 
2^f.d threatened us witli. deaths . Our lodging-place was between the 
gate-ws^s, and when we h^ been there fourteen or fifteen <iays they 
carried us into the country.. Tho' mykgs were mick better, yet flill 
I could not walk^ and my coippaniosk was likewiie extreme weak,, 
which i believe was chiefly owing to our want of morcviftuals ; fb 
they put us into dooleys^qr cradks^faftened together with ropes, which 
they got from the wreck. About four o'clock oa the fifteenth day 
they carried us about twelve miles. to their King, who was encamped 
againfl omr Company's troops. By him we were examined, and he 
queftioned us if cither of us wus an ofBccr ; this I judged it fafeft to 
.deny,, as the contrary would render our eicape the more difficuh. 
The King was dcfitous wc fhould enter into their fcrvicc y but we 
tokl him (by the inteitpreters who v^ttc three Dutchmen) that we 
-could not confent to it. He.£iid> ^e flKxild want for nothing if we 
.wouki fervchimj we replied, we were very ill and not fit for any 
fetvice. However wc. were ordered a gxxl meals viduals, which 
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Vi^v — -^ linguifts aiked us, if it was not better to enter into their fervice than 
be fcnt to prifon; we told them, we could not anfwer to fight againft 
our own countrymen. With that they travelled us till midnight (it 
being near fun fet when we fet out) and then refted till near three in 
the morning, at which time they fet out with us again, and kept on 
till noon, when they refted about two hours to eat, and then pro- 
ceeded about S. W. till it was night, and we came to a fort, and 
were immediately put into a dungeon. There were two more pri- 
ibners, one of them our (hip-mate, the other a defcrter from the In- 
tlia company's troops. • Our new comrades told us they had been there 
three days. At fun rifing the next morning the door of the dungeon 
was opened, and figns were made to us to come outj which my com- 
rades did ; but for my part I kept in, being very ill and weak, and my 
legs exceeding painful and full of running ulcers. I begged they 
would get me fome lamp oil to bathe them with, which they accord-*^ 
ingly did. They fed us as before with rice, water, and a little gee* 
viz. a quart of rice a day for four, and a noggen of gee inftead of 
butter. 1 bathed my legs with the gee and oil, and in four or five 
days t^ey were greatly mended, which gave me fome fpirits. For 
we had liberty in the day time to yrslk before the dungeon« 

In about three weeks time my legs were almoft well, fo that I was 
able to walk. W« now began to entertain fome hopes of making 
our efcape. And taking an ojpportunity, I with fome difficulty got 
high enough upon the wall to look over it, and found it was very 
high, and ilirrounded with a wide mote. or ditch; but there was a 
path between the wall and the ditch, fo that we might chiife our 
place to fwim over If it proved deep. We got at feveral times fome 
ftrands of rope of the dooleys which they had carried us in, as they 
happened to be left within the bounds of our liberty. And in a 
few days we got fo many pieces, as when knotted together made 
feven fathoms and an half. After fome confultation we refolved to 
undermine the foundation of the dungeon at the fartlieft part from 
the guards, and on the twenty-feventh of May began to work. On 
the tirft of June we came to the foundation, being fix feet deep; 
and the wall thirty inches through. In two days days time we had 
worked upwards on the other fide fo far, that the light began to ap*- 
pcar through the furface, fo that wc let everything remain till night. 
At feven it beginning to grow dark, they put us into the dungeon as 
ufual ; and foon after, we worked ourfelves quite out, and without 
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Being dilcovered, got over the wall by the help of our rope, and in^ 1749. 
lefs man half an hour, had all crofled the moat, though very deep 
and wide. We travelled all night we judged about fixteen miles, 
and in the day time hid ourfelves among the bufhes : the fecond 
night we travelled as before to the S. E- and day coming on, we con- 
cealed ourfelves among ibme ruflies. About three in the afternoon 
we were difcovcred, which, obliged us to go on, but we were not 
molefled. We proceeded till about midnight, and then flept till the 
dawning of the day. I now had a very ftrong fever on me, and 
was extremely weak for want of fomething to eat. This day, being 
the third, we agreed to travel till noon and plunder the firft fingle 
houfe we could meet with. But providence was more favourable to 
us than we expected > for about ten o'clock we met a Cooley, who 
tjold ushc would (hew us to Carikal,, which was a fettlement belong- 
ing to the French, We thanked the Almighty for this joyful news,^ 
and gladly accepted the offer.. About noon we arrived there, and 
were received with great humanity and kindnefs,. but my fever was 
not at all abated. The next morning the Governor fent to Mr. 
Bofcawen, to let him know we were there,, and by the return of the- 
meffenger the Admiral defired we might be fumifhed with what 
money we wanted. In twelve days time wc found ourfdves well 
recovered, and went to Trinkabar,, a place belonging to the Danes, 
where we flayed three days, and then got a paflage to fort St. David's, 
wheire I arrived with my two fhipmates (the deferter having left us at 
Carkal) the twenty-third of June,, and immediately waited on ouc 
Admiral* 



PROCEEDINGS of the Commissaries at S ADR ASS. 

ARTICLES propofcd on the 23d Jan. 1754, by'.Mcffrs. Robert Palk and Heniy 
Vanfittart, a8 a bails to the conferences they are appointed by the prefidenC 
and council of Fort St. George to hold at Sadrars, with the reverend father La« 
Taur and MelTrs. DeBeaufet and De Kerjean, deputies on the part of the marquis Du- 
pleix, governor of Pondichery, for termtnatine-the prefent troubles in the Carnateck. 

A R T I C L E I. 
Nabob Anaverdv Cawn Behauder (hall be acknowledged as Souba of the Carnateck 
in as full and ample a manner as his father or any other Soubas have enjoyed the 
province. 

IL The king of Tanjore (ball alfo be comprehended in this treaty, and the peaceable 
poirei&on of his kingdom guaranteed to him by the ^ontrafting parties. 

To the Hmourablt Thomas Saunders, Efqi 
Honourable Sir, 

We met the French deputies early this morning according to appointment. They 
produced a paper of which the inclofed is a tranflation, and feme Perftan writing^ 
which they called original grants, defiring we might exaipine them. We anfwered, 
that as they had already been communicated to you, it would be only lofing time s that 
we could not take upon us to fay whether thefc grants were genuine or not, nor whe- 
ther thofe that gave them had a power fo to do ; that Salabatzing was well known to 
be in a fituation not to refufe any thing to the French ; and that it was a great doubfi 
whether the Mogul knew what grants Salabatzing had given, though he is faid to have 
approved cf his a(9s. That Gauzedey Cawn's being fent to depofe him was no flrong 
argument on his fide ; that in fhort, all thefe points had been fo often contefted between, 
you and Mr. Dupleix, that it was unneceflTary to enter on a further difcuflion ; that the 
marquis was well acquainted with your fentiments, and that it would be needlefs and 
vain for us to attempt to explain them better. We thought therefore that it would be 
employing our time much more to the purpofe, if we proceeded to the propofals; and 
that we would begin by communicating our preliminaries ; upon which we delivered them 
the paper of which we fent you a copy yefterday, aflliring them at the fame time, that 
if they were admitted, a fpeedy fatisfaAion might eafily be found for all parties. They 
entered into a long detail to invalidate Anarverdy Cawn's title, which we fupported by 
arguments founded on Nazirzins's Phirmaunds, confirmed by Gauzedey Cawn, and 
even by the Mogul. This ended in a declaration from them that they could not con- 
fent to our propofals, but that they would tranfmit them to Pondichery and wait for an 
anfwer. They then retired, with a promife of fending us what they intended as pre- 
limtfiaries on their part ; and two hours afterwards we received the extraordinary pro- 
pofitions which come inclofed, but not without repcefenting that fuch an unreafonahle 
demand would rather help to inflame than accommodate the diiFerences, however that 
we would tranfmit it to Mr. Saunders, who no doubt would be full of reconnoiflance 
for the independancy of Madrafs. ' 

On the receipt of our preliminaries it is not improbable but Mr. Dupleix may fend 
orders to his deputies to return : in that cafe we ihall be glad of the fame liberty from 
you. We are only forry there is no inclination on their fide towards a reafonable ac* 
^-ommodation. They would have it believed, that the marquis's right of government 
from the river Krifnah to the fea is iiKonteftible. 

We are, with great refpedt, 
Honourable Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servants, 
Sadra(5, 23d Jan, Robert Palk. 

1754. Henrv Vansittart. 

A FtrJI 
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Firfi Memorial prefented to the deputies of the EngUJb nalUn iy tbofi of the 
French nation^ in the conferences held at Sadrafs to confult on means to termi- 
Hate the troubles of the country. 

It being firft agreed that we fhould beg4n by commnnicatiiig retiprocatly the pieces 
that are to ferve as a bafis to the prefent ncgotntion, the French deputies communi- 
cated the following pieces. 

I. A Perwana of Mtizapbarzing, viceroy of Dcban, which appoints the marquis 
Dupleix, intitlcd Zupherzing in the Perfian language, commander of all the territo- 
ries in his dcpcndance from the river Krifnah to the fea- 

II. Another Peiwana of Salabatzing, fucceflbr to Muzapherzing, confirming the 
foregoing. 

in. A faned granted by the abovefaid Muzapherzing to Chunda Saib, otherwife 
called Huflan Doft Cawn, for the Carnetedc country. 

IV. Another faned granted to the fame by Salabatzing after the death of Muza- 
pherzing. 

V. A Perwana of Salabatzing to give the cowitries of Arcot and Trichinopoly to 
the marquis Dupleix after the death of Chunda Saib. 

VI. Two Perwana's of the fame, confirming the foregoing, and nominating Mootis 
Ally Cawn, governor of the citadel of Velour, lieutenant under the marquis Dupleix 
in the Arcot and Trichinopoly countries. In one of thcfe mention is made of a fimod 
formerly granted to Raja Saib, fon of Chunda Saib, for the Trichinopoly country* 

VII. A moft authentick Phirmaund from the Great Mogul, approving and confirm- 
ing all that Salabatzing ha$ done in favour of the marquis Dupleix. 

Tranflated from the French Signed Fr. Lav aur, fuperior general of 

original in our handS) the French jefuits in India. 

Robert Palk. Bausset. 

Henry Vansittart. De Kerjean. 

7he Anfwer and the Propofals of the French deputies to the EngUfb deputies 
affemhled at Sadrafs^ the 2zdof January j 1754* . 
Gentlemen, ^ 

The propofal that we cannot avoid making previoufly to all others, is the reftitutipn 
of the French prifoners, which regularly ought to be the firft preliminary, for the 
reafbns which have fo often been fet forth to Mr. Saunders. 

Coming next to the affairs of the Carnateck, and what you call your propofals, we 
beg you will remark firft, that they are only a demand by which you require that we 
ihall give up all, before we have treated of any thing. Secondly, that fuch a de- 
mand does not appear to be founded on any title ; you do' not even communicate to us 
the title of Mahomed AlleeCawn, on which you pretend to juftify the legality of your 
alliance with him« which would not appear lawful to us, confidering the peace between 
the two nations, were Mahomed Allee Cawn even authorifed. The faned of Nazer- 
zing, which you quote in his favour, fliould be a paper to be examined; but fuppof- 
iiig its exiftence, you cannot difpute that they are invalidated by the Saned granted a^er- 
wards to others by thofe who have a right to appoint to the goverments of the Carnateck. 
Thirdly and laftly, the marquis Dupleix has already abfolutely declared to the honour-* 
able Mr. Saunders, that he looked upon it as a refufal to treat, to propofe the aforefaid 
preliminary that is to begin with acknowledging Mahomed Allee as legal and abfolute 
mafter of the Carimteck -, if it was refolved to perfift in that, it was to no purpofe to 
invite us here. 

We 
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We have proved by authentick pieces the right of the chief of the French nation, to 
take part in the affairs of the Carnateck, and to make propofals concerning the faid 
country. The following therefore are what we have to make, with the fole motive 
of reftoring peace to the country, and which cannot but appear advantageous to your 
nation. 

ARTICLE I. 

The town of Madrafs, which has hitherto been pofTefled by the Englifh nation only 
in dependance, and with the acknowledgment of a tribute of 4000 pagods a year to the 
Duan of Arcot, (hall henceforth be independent, free from all .tribute, and (hall have 
no other mailer but the honourable Englifli company ; if there are any arrears due, 
they (hall be forgiven. 

II. The faid company (hall be fecured in the legitimate poiTef&on of Pondemaly 
and its dependancies. 

III. Some eflabliflbment fliall be iecured to Mahomed AUee Cawn, which (hall be 
agreed on if the preliminaries are received, and his dilFerences with the MaifToreans about 
Trichtnopoly (hall be conciliated. 

IV. In confideration of the foregoing advantages,, the £ngli(h (hall evacuate the 
places taken from the French, to whom they belonged, whether by right of conqueft 
or conceffion, as well as all other places in the Carnateck country, without oppofing 
the difpofition and regulations made by Salabatzing, to whom this right belongs with- 
out any doubt. • 

Thefe propofals comprehend the principal heads which are the objeA of the negoti- 
ation. If any queftions arife which have been omitted, we will add to this memorial, 
in proportion as they appear* 

With regard to Tanjour, the marquis Dupleix has already declared to the honour- 
able Mr. Saundfefi^ that it was in the breaft of the Tanjoreans to be at peace with the 
French ; and that he would give them afTurances, free from equivocation, if they on 
their part would lay down their arms* We renew the fame declaration, as far as can 
be neceflary. 

Translated from the.Fren^h Signed Fr.Lavaur. 

original in our hands, Baxjsset. 

Robert Palk. D£ Kerjean. 

Henrt Vansittart. 

7i Meps. Palk and Vanfittart. 
Gentlemen, 
I have received your Utters of the aid and 23d» with the anfwer of the French de- 
puties to yours, and their propofals, on which you {ball have full inftrudions to-morrow 
morning. 

This is chiefly to defire you will demand of the French deputies the dates of the 
leveral faneds to thendelves and Cbundah ; from thefe depends the confuting them. 

Should any ordeis come to them from Pondichery before you receive ours, acquaint 

diem you exped final ones from me ; and then I fuppofe the conference will break up. ; 

The following is a paragraph of a Letter, dated Bandarmalanka, 19th January. 

*< Since my laft a report has been fpread, that Mr. Bufley has been cut off, and 

<^ Salabatzing made prifoner, and Jaffir Ally Cawn experts new phirmaunds for the 

'^ country every day."-**-Should this be true, it muft be very foon confirmed. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Fort St. George, 24th Jan. Your moft obedient Servant, 

1 75+. S P. M. Thomas Saunders. 

A 2 7^ 
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7i Mijfn. Palk and Vanfittart. 
Gentlemen, 
As on the validity of the feveral faneds Mr. Dupleix is faid to-be inve(Fed with, de- 
pends in a great meafure the anfwer thereto, the tranflator (as you have none) will 
fet out to-morrow morning, when you will dtmand that he may fee them, take their 
datcS) nay a copy of them } by which we (hall eafily judge of their authentickne&. 

I am. Gentlemen, 
Fort St. George, 24tb Jan. Your moft obedient Servant, 

1754. II P.M. Thomas SAUNDfcR*. 

P. S. Plcale to return him with the copies exprefs. 

To the hmurabU Thomas Saunders, Efq\ 
Honourable Sir» 
Your general letter of the 22d and 23d we received the 24th, and laft night we 
were favoured with two from you of the 24th. Ours of the 23d will {hew you that 
we have ftridly adhered to your inftrudions in the firft ; and with regard to the latter, 
the French gentlemen are already acquainted with our intentions, and confent that the 
faneds ihall be enquired into the moment the tranflator arrives. They hope that k 
may promote the conference, and give us to underftand that by degrees it is not im- 
poflible but we may come to an agreement, though we do not find they are the leaft 
inclfnable to our firfl article. If the news from Bandarmalanka fhould prove true, and 
Gauzedey Cawn*s Ton have received the phirmaunds, it will be a very ftrong argument 
on our fide, as they infift chiefly on the validity of theirs. 

We are, with great refped. 
Honourable Sir, 
Sadrafs, 26th Jan. 1754. Your moft obedient humble Servants, 

i paft 10 A. M. Ro&ERT Palk. 

HfiNRY VanSITTART. 

To tbi bomurabit Thomas Saunden, Effi 
Honourable Sir, 
The tranflator arriving this morning, the French deputies met us, and we fet about 
copying the faneds. On Moodo Kifnah's obferving the feven firft were only copies, 
we told thcoi that we expeded to have feen the originals ; they anfwered, that Mr. 
Dupleix had them at Pondichery, and, if required, they (hould be fcnt hither j but 
that copies attefted by the Caudy were eftccmcd of equal validity. This caufed fomc 
difputc, but we agreed to proceed in the copying. On examination it appearing that 
the firft had no date, the father Lavaur immediately objeded, that unlefs we produced 
Nazarzing's faned to Anavcrdy Cawn, the^ could not admit of theirs being copied ; 
that an anfwer fhould firft be given to their propofals, and the Nabob's powers pro- 
duced, that the pieces on both fides might be examined at the fame time. We re- 
plied, that as we had aSed from the beginning only as allies to the Circar, the faneds 
could not be in our hands, but in the Nabob's i that Nazarzing fupporting him at the 
head of a numerous army, was a ftrong faned in his favour j and that we did not join 
him but at the repeated inftances of Naz rzing himfelf. Upon this they recalled the 
copies of three or four of the faneds that were already finiflied, defiring that we wooM 
acquaint you with what had happened ; and farther, that if our preliminaries were fo 
be infiftcd on, the treaty rouft drop \ for that Mr. Dupleix was abfolutely and pofitivcly 
determined never to acknowledge Anaverdy Cawn for Souba of the province. Htre 
the conference ended 5 however we had time to obfcrvc, that the fened from the Grand 
Mogul, which they declared to be the original, had no chop, only a feal of wax an- 
nexed to the cover in which it is faid to have come. Moodo Kiftna took a topy of the 

infcription 
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infcription which we inclofed to you. If the figures at bottom are the year of the 
Hegyra (and we know not what elfe it can fignify) it is thirty*four years old ; for this 
is the year of the Hegyra 1 167. 

Moodo Kiftna will fet out this evening, as you may probably want him at Madrafs, 
Should you find it neceflary to return him to us, your ordera will meet him on the road« 
Sadrafs, 27 Jan. 1754. We are, with great refpefi. 

The fuperfciption. Honourable Sir, 

A Phirmaund of high dignity in Your moft obedient humble Ser\rants, 

the name of governor general Robert Palk. 

Bchauder Zaphcr Jung. Hien&y Vansittart. 

On one fide of the feal. 
The Country belongs to God— —3 

On the other fide. 
Order belongs to God 3 

1133- 

To the hmourable TTiomas Saunders, Efy; 

Honourable Sir, 
Inclofed is the copy of a letter which wehave juft received from the French deputies, 
with our anfwer. Unleis our interpreters are greatly mi(laken, the Mogul's faned Is 
not or'ginal. 

We beg your anfwer as foon as poffible, as the gentlemen begin to grow impatient. 

We are, with great refped^, 
Sadrafsy ^7 Jan. 1754. Honourable Sir, 

7 P. M. Your moft obedient humble Servants, 

Robert Palk. 
Henry Vansittart. 
Lei ter from the French^ to the EngHJb deputies. 
Gentlemen, 
Be fo good as to reprefent to Mr. Saunders, that if we require to fee the original 
ftneds that Mahomed Alice Cawn pretends to have from Nazirzing, it is only to con* 
vince yourfelves, gentlemen, that Mahonoed AUee Cawn has impofed upon you ; but 
fuppoung even the reality of this faned, you are as weil acquainted as we, of the little 
validity it could be of after the faneds granted by the fucceflbrs of Nazarzing. It is 
therefore needlefs, gentlemen, to wait for this faned all the time it will take to fend 
for it from Trichinopholy, where you told us it was, and to be fo long idle. Be- 
fides, as you have declared to us, that independant of all pieces, Mr. Saunders infifled 
on ihe preliminary propofed ; pleafe to afk him for his frefli intentions on that article, 
fmce they are decilive for the continuation or the breaking up of the conferences ; 
without them we could onJy at the end of fifteen days, which would be loft, tell him 
what was exprefsly declared to him before we came here. 

We beg you will alfo communicate to him all that weliave had the honour to fay 
to you, gentlemen, on the fubje<9 of fecuring the moft perfedl liberty of commerce^ 
fuch as the Englifli may defire^ as well on the means of eftablifliin^ in this country a 
perpetual and invariable peace between the two nations. We wifli with all our heart, 
that thefe two obje£ls may make on Mr. Saunders the impreffion they deferve. 

We are, with true refped^, 
Tranflated from the original Gentlemen, 

in our hands. Your moft humble 

RoBiRT Palk« And moft obedient Servants, 

Henry Vansittart. Fr. L. Lavaur.. 

Bausett. 

DiKi&JEAN. 
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The Jnfwer to the foregoing Letter. 
To the reverend Father Lavaur and Mejfrs. De Baufet and DcKcrjcan, deputies of the 

French nation. 
Gentlemen^ 
Wc have received the Letter which you did us the honour to write to us j we have 
already communicated the contents to Mr. Saunders. 

We are not a little Airpirired to find that Nazirzing's appointment of Anaverdy Cawn 
to the foubaihip of the Carnateck is difputed, fmce neither the marquis Dupleix nor 
you, gentlemen, can be ignorant, that this mafter of Deckan not only granted him the 
faneds, but fupported him with a numerous army to put him in pofledion of the govern- 
ment, which he would have enjoyed peaceably to this day, and the country have re- 
mained in perfe6i tranquility, had it to pleafed the marquis Dupleix. 

The Englifl] entered into an alliance with Anaverdy Cawn in fupport of this title, 
which, to give it all poflible force, has fince been confirmed by Gauzedy Cawn and his 
fon Shaw Abadtn Cawn, the fucceedine mafters of Deckan ; and it is for thefe fubfiantial 
reafons, chat his rights are made the bafis of the pref^nt conferences : when this is fettled, 
the equitable demands of all parties may be eafily reconciled. 

As to the faneds, it was your firft propofal that yours would be enquired into ; and we 
are at a lofs to gue(s the reafon of your declining it after fome copies had been taken : 
pieces of fo publick a nature might, we appVehend, be expofed to all the world. But 
we cannot help remarking to you, that the firft of thefe faneds is without date ; and the 
only original one you produced, fatd to come from the Great Mogul, wants what we 
are afiured are the ufual foroip, which certainly fliould not have been negleded in a 
piece of fo much confequence; for inftance, it has no chop of the Mogul or his Vifier, 
it has no fign manual, and under the fuperfcription of the fcal annexed to the cover are 
the figures 1 1 33, the date no doubt of the Hegyra, according to the cuftom of the coun- 
try ; and if fo, we need not teU you that it is thirty-four years old, this being the 
year of the Hegyra 1 167. 

With regard to the faneds of Anaverdy Cawn, we have had the honour to acquaint 
you, that as we are only allies, the originals he has from time to time received reft 
with him, and attefted copies may be procured whenever it fhall be thought nece/Iary. 

As Mr. Saunders has nothing more at heart than a juft and equitable peace to the 
reciprocal advantage of both nations, we cannot but wifh Mr. Dupleix would give 
proofs of the fame fentiments. We have the honour to be, with the moft perfed regard. 

Gentlemen^ Your moft obedient humble Servants, 
Sadrafs, 27 January, Robert Palk. 

1754. Henry Vansittart. 

To the honourable Thomas Saunders, Efq; 
Honourable Sir, 
We have yet received no anfwer from the French deputies to our letter of the 27th. 
The father Lavaur. took a«tranflation of it that evening, as we explained the fenie to 
him, for none of them underftand any Englifh ; and when he came to our remarks, 
he confefted that things to be fure could not be decided bv faneds ; that we fliould 
proceed further in our propofals, and try if affairs could not be accommodated in that, 
manner : however, he talked yefterday of fending us an anfwer ; but as it is {6 long 
coming, we imagine they have wrote to Pondichery for one. It feems to be paft all 
doubt, that Mr. Dupletx's friend at the court of Delhi has deceived him. 

We are, with great refpefi. 
Honourable Sir, 
Sadrafs, 29 Jan. 1754. Your moft obedient bumble Servants» 

1; paft 8 A.M. Robert Palk. 

^ Henry Vansittart. 
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Ta AS^s. FiUe and VanfitUrt. 
Gentlemen, 
We annex hereto our inftrudions for your anfiver to the French deputies memo* 
rial, reply to their anfwer and propofals, and our freih propofals. By what has already 
paft, we are convinced Mr. Dupleix has no intentions of peace. You will receive an 
anfwer in writing to our propofak^ which «ire fuppofe will put an end to the conference. 
Fort St. George, We are, Gentlemen, 

30 Jan. 1 754. Your moft obedient Servants, 

Thomas Saunders. 
Charles Boddam. 
Henry Powney. 
Alexander Wynch.' 
John Smith. 
Charles Bourchier. 

/infwer to ht prefented by the Englijb Commijfaries to the firft memorial delivered 
by the French Deputies at Sadrafs. 
' Our firft propofal being, that Nabob Mahomed Ailee Cawn (hould be acknowledged 
Souba of the Carnateck ; his right being founded on faneds granted by thefeveral princes 
of the Deckan, it is matter of furprife to us, that the marquis Dupleix, who is only an 
ally of the country powers, (hould afllime tohimfelfchtf authority and government, not only 
-of this province, but of the whole country from Cape Comorin to the river Kriftna, in 
dired oppofition to the eftablifhed laws of the Mogul, and his officers legally appointed, 
to us, and to every one well known. Yet as Mr. Dupleix in his letters Co Mr. Saun- 
ders advanced, that he had feveral faneds to fupport this authority, preffing repeatedly 
an examination of them ; and the French commiflaries prefenting the fame, we agreed 
to it, upon the perufal of fome of them, the incoherences appearing fo very firong, 
they then declined, and denied us any further fcrutiny. The reafon affigncd by Father 
Lavaur, that unlefs the Nabob's faned from Nazerzing was firft produced, they would 
not admit of a farther fcrutiny, we think unjuft and groundlefs ; becaufe on the va- 
lidity of thofe faneds certainly depends Mr. Dupleix's authority to judge of Nabob Ana- 
verdy Cawn's right, and is therefore what fhould be firft fettled. But we cannot help 
thinking that Father Lavaur was influenced by a more cogent reafon s he knew too well 
they they would not bear the teft. The palpable dcfedts found in thofe we had the 
perufal of, give us full liberty to make this conclufion. . . 

As patents of fo publick a nature are in their very intention granted to be publiflied 
to the whole community, what can the fupprefting an examination into them mean 
more than a confcioufnefs of their illegality. To every candid reader it muft certainly 
appear fo ; and as we are from undoubted fads convinced that they are o( no force, we 
object to them, deny their validity, and declare that Mr. Dupleix has no more authority 
to govern this province than any private perfon whatfbever. 

Reply to be made by the Englijh Commijfaries to the Anfwtr and propofah of the 
French Deputies. Dated 23 Januaryy 1 754. 
That it is very certain Mr. Dupleix has often wrote to Mr. Saunders concerning the 
French prifoners, and that he has ufed his influence with the Nabob for their relief; 
which has been returned with breach of honour, by feveral officers appearing in arms 
againft him contrary to their parole ; and though by this they were liable to immediate 
death, they have by his Intcrceffion been pardoned: that as Mr. Dupleix cannot be ig- 
norant that prifoners are never releafed till a peace is concluded, he will certainly think 
5 " it 
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it reafonable when we tell him that when the articles on which the peace and fecurtttet 
of the Nabob's government depends are fettled, this will be immediately confidered. 

And as it appears evidently by the invalidity of thefe papers Mr. Dnpleix is pleafed 
to introduce under the nanie of faneds, that he has no authority to conteft the com* 
miffions granted by the Mogul's legal officers ; yet we are ready, if he dcfires it, to re- 
move all doubt he may have concerning Nabob Mahomed Alice's juft title, and will fend 
for copies attefted of the faneds granted him by Nazarzing, Gauzedey Cawn, and con- 
firmed by Gauzedy Cawn's fon, forthe perufal of Mr. Dupleix or his commiflaries. 

Though our propofal of Mahomed AUee's being Souba of the Carneteck is founded 
on juflice and equity, as no Nabob but himfelf has been named to that govern- 
ment fince his father Anavcrdey Cawn's death, and is fo far abfolute, that no peace 
can be concluded without it ; yet in regard to Mr. Dupleix it is conditional, and he is 
defired to give in his demands, which will be confidered, and if confiftent with the tran- 
quility of the country, granted, fo that it cannot be faid that they (hould give up every 
thing. And if Mr. Dupleix is not fatisfied with the faned from Nazirzing, Gauzedey 
Cawn's cannot be difputed ; but fhould this be the cafe, furely when it is confirmed b/ 
Gauzedey Cawn's fon it will be deemed juft to any others. 

They are pleafed to fay they have proved by authentick pieces, that the French had 
a right to take a part in the affairs on the coaft of Coromandel. We are of opinion 
thofe very papen, the invalidity of which are as clear as the fuh at noon, manifeft evi- 
dently that they had no juft grounds for fo doing ; or that we may be convinced that we 
err, let Mr. Dupleix produce a faned from the Mogul, empowering him to take a part 
with Erat Mooden Cawn and Chunda Saib, in depofing and killing Anaverdy Cawn ; 
let htm produce a faned alfo for ai&fling the fame rebels in the aflaffination of Nazir- 
zing, who it is univerfally known governed the Deckan by orders from the emperor; 
it will be neceftary alfo to produce powers from Gauzedey Cawn, who was by the 
Mogul appointed fucceiTor to Nazirzing, to continue his fupport to Chundah Saib 
againft Nabob Mahomed Alice Cawn. If he cannot produce thefe pieces, what title 
has he to afiume the government of the coaft of Coromandel ? and as Nabob Maho* 
med Allee has faneds from thefe legal princes, by what authority can Mr. Dupleix dif- 
pute them 7 

When Mr. Saunders made propofals to Mr. Dupleix to treat, he told him it was by 
virtue of a power from Nabob Mahomed Allee. What then can he mean by his offer, 
. that Madrafs (hould be free from the tribute of 4000 pagodas per annum, paid to the 
circar of Arcot ; and that Poonamalee (hould be fecured to us ? We can hardly fur- 
mire that he could be ignorant that the fettlement of Madrafs never has paidfuch tribute, 
and that the country of Poonamalee is ours by a legal grant ; but fuppofing it was other- 
wife, it has in this conference fufficiently appeared that he has no power to fecure to 
us either ; therefore thefe two articles are certainly ridiculous and infolent. 

Equally fo is the third article, to make a prifoner of a prince who has beat his ene- 
mies in every battle; and who, not compelled by neceflity, but through a humane dif- 
pofition to put a iiop to the calamities of war, would treat his enemies as friends. 

The fourth is abfurd and quite unintelligible; the £ngli(h have not taken any one 
place from the French, nor are they at this day in pofFciSon of a (ingle one belonging 
to either French or Moors. 

In regard to the king of Tanjore^ the offer is an equivocation ; as it is known the 
king ofTanjore is in alliance with the Nabob, and cannot treat feparately ; if a peace 
is concluded wiih the Nabob, and Mr. Dupleix will engage not to moleft the king or 
. hi^ country, he will lay down his arms. 

To r^apitulate the whole of the French deputies memorial, anfwer and propofals, 
they are, that Mr. Dupleix (the chief of the French nation) grafps at the government 

of 
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of the coail of Coromandel : that he proJticet federal papery which he terim fanecfot 
to prove his authority, which he oiFers to examination, but when found defedlive, a 
further fcrntiny i» denied : that be rcpeaitedly defircs the Nabob's right may be enquired 
into ; but when the deputies are told they fliali be fattsfied in this point, inftead of enter- 
ing into any enquiry, they declare abfolutely that Mr. Dupleix never will confent to Nabob 
Mahomed Alice's being Subah of the Carnatick ; and that if the Nabob will betray his 
mailer, and confent that he (hall rob him of the whole coaft of Coromandel, he ofiers 
to fecure to the Englifh what he would not with impunity attempt to take from them ; 
and what if they had not, he has no power to beAow. To the Nabob, under whofe 
protefiion he ihould live peaceably, and whofe government he fliould obey, he would 
give a peniion ; and the king of Tarjore he would tempt to be a villain, in deferting 
his allies. Thefe propofals will fufficiently (hew to our fuperiors his inclinations to 
peace; as they will at the fame time convince the Mogul and his officers of his inten- 
tion to plunder him of his dominions, and induce them to take fuch meafures as may 
convince him that the liberty of a nation will not eafily become a prey to the ambition 
of a (ingle fubjed. 

Propofals to he made hy the Englifib Commijfaries in behalf of Nabob Mahomed 
Allee to the French Deputies at Sadrafs. 

As it is notorioufly evident from what has pafled in this conference) that by the ex- 
amination of thofe few papers which Mr* Dupleix calls faneds, and by the fupprei&on 
of any further fcrutiny into the reft, as well as by the orders from the Mogul to his 
feveral officers of the government of this province and the other part of the coall of 
Coromandel ; that thofe papers are of no force, (hould Mr. Dupleix perfift in afTuming 
to himfelf an unlawful power thus by a£ls of violence in fupport of rebels to rob 
the emperor of his country and the people of their liberty, what can it be produdlve 
of but a continuance of the war ? And as when it was offered that attefted copies of 
the Nabob's faneds (hould be laid before Mr. Dupleix or his deputies, they, without 
alledging any thing to difannul his right, or even waiting for a perufal of thofe pieces, 
contrary to all reafon and juftices replied that Mr.Duplevx declared abfolutely. Nabob 
Mahomed Allee (hould never be Subah of the province. A fpeech fo arbitrary that it 
amounts to a publick declaration, that in open violation of all laws, he is refolved to 
ufurp the government. How different is this from his folemn proteftation, that he 
referved no animoflty to the Nabob, or that he had nothing more fincerely at heart 
than reftoring peace to the countrv ? We (latter ourfelves, upon mature confideration 
Mr. Dupleix's good fenfe will lead him to lay afide a fcheme fo contrary to the efta- 
bliflbed laws of the country and fo deftru£tive to the people, and that he will ferioufly 
think of peace j to promote which, and that he may be convinced of our good in* 
tentionS) we in behalf of Nabob Mahomed Allee Cawn make the following propofals* 

That the Nabob, as he is determined not to fwerve from the rules of his government, 
but afibrd protoAion equally alike to the European nations fettled on the coaft, and to 
put an end to the animofities the late unhappy troubles have occafioned, will make 
no diflinAion between the French and £ng)iih, will grant to the French, Jagueers to 
the full amount of what were poflefTed by the Engli(h ; and that no difpute may in 
fiiture arife, thofe Jagueers (ball be fo fituated as not to be liable to anv inconvenien* 
cies from the fettlements or pofleffions of the Eng1i(b i and that in regard to commercet 
both nations (hall enjoy a free circulation through the province, without partiality to 
either ; and that the goods paffing or repaffing through each others Jagueers (hall not be 
liable to any cuftom or moleftation. 

That the French (hall evacuate all places po(re(red by them or by their order, ex« 
clufive of thefe Jagueers, (hall not interfere in the Nabob*s government, give protec- 

B tion 
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tion to« or affift fuch of his fubjedts who may endeavour to dtfturb the peace or defraud 
him of his revenues. 

That when the articles for fecuring to the Nabob his government are adjufted^ the 
releafe of the prifoners (hall be fecded in fuch manner as may be confiftent with the 
fafety of his government. 

That the Nabob will give the Myforeans a fecurity for fuch a fum of money as may 
upon an equitable ftatement of the account appear to be due to them. 
That a penfion for Ruzza Saib (hall be agreed on and fettled. 
That in confideration of the above, Mr. Dupleix fhall, in behalf of the French na- 
tion, acknowledge and pay all lawful obedience to Nabob Mahomed Allee Cawn, as 
Nabob of the Carnateck, in as full and ample manner as his father Anaverdy Cawn 
poflefled it. 

That the King of Tanjorc (ball enjoy his country in peace, free from any mo- 
kftation. 

That this treaty be figned by Mr. Dupleix,' as governor, &c. council of Pondichery, 
and I'homas Saunders, governor, &c. council of Fort St. George, with the feals of the 
refpedive companies affixed by Nabob Mahomed Allee, Subah of the Carnateck, with 
the feal of the Ctrcar; by the King of Tanjore with his royal feal, and the King of 
Myfore with his. That the feveral articles contained in this treaty (hall be guaranteed- 
by each party to the reft ; and that whofoever infringes it (hall be deemed as a common* 
enemy, and (hall by the reft be compelled to render fatisfadion to the party aggrieved- 
That all animofities (hall ceafe, what has paft be buried in oblivion, and a pecfed friend- 
ihip and harmony fubUft. 

To he propofed in m feparate Article. 
That as the influence Mr.Dupleix, as governor of Pondichery, and Mn Saunders^, 
governor of Madrafs^ have on the country powers is well known, Mr. Saunders is ready 
to concert meafures with Mr. Dupleix for eftablifhing a perfe£t peace and friend(hip, not 
only in this province, but on the whole coaft of Coromandel \ not doubting but if they 
both (incerely exert their endeavours, it may be with facility eiFedled^ 

To thi bmouraiU Xhomas Saunders, Efqi 
Honourable Sir, 
The inclofed Letter we received from the French deputies yefterday, which we de- 
ferred anfwering till the Tappies came in, expe&ing'your further inftru^ions, as they 
might in fome meafufe direct us in doing it ; but as we have not yet been favoured with^ 
them, we determined to fend the anfwer, of which a copy alfo comes inclofed. 

We have confined ourfelves as ftriflly as the fubjc£l will permit us to your former 
directions ^ and having the heft of the argument, we thought it our duty to enforce it*. 

We are, with the greateft refpeCl^ 
Honourable Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servants,, 
Sadrafs, 30th January, Robert Palk. 

1754. 2 P.M. Henrv Vansittart. 

To Meffrs. Palk and Vanlittart, deputies of the EngHJb nation. 
Gentlemen, 
It is very true that we propofed to you to bfgin our conferences by the expofition and" 
fxamfnation of the pieces that might fupport our reciprocal pretenflons: it is the'natUf» 
lal method, if it is intended to proceed. according to the rules ofju'lliceV To this end 

the 
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the marquis Dupleix defired the honourable Mr. Saunders to furnifli you with the titles 
on which you pretend to juftify the rights of Mahomed Allee. We come here in confi- 
dence that you bad brought them ; but we were miflaken. That did not hinder us from 
producing and fubmitting to your examination all our perwanas, in the hopes you gave 
us of procuring immediately from Madrafs whatever might exifl in favour of Mahomed 
Allee. But after the time neceiTary, we faw nothing arrive but interpreters deftined to 
examine our pieces; and you faid that your's or Mahomed Alice's (which is the fame 
thing) were at Trichinopoly. Notwithftanding this fecond delay, which muft be much 
longer than the former, on account of the diftance of the places, we put ours into the 
hands of your interpreters. You required copies of them, and we confented that they 
(hould be taken. They were at work upon them when you fpoke to us of a new faned 
of Shahabedey Cawn, Ton of Gauzcdey Cawn^ in favour of Mahomed Allee; and of 
another from the Mogul in favour of Shahabedey Cawn. You had prepared us for thefe 
new pieces by diftant hints in converfation, but you had not yet declared their exiftence. 
We were alfo prepared for them by information that had been given to Nandi Raja of a 
pretended faned fent by Shahabedey Cawn to Mahomed Allee, which falls of itfelf, as 
we (hall make appear in proper time. 

All that, gentlemen, (fince we muft declare it) gave us flrong fufpicions that our 
pieces, fent by you to Mahomed Allee, might ferve his people to dire£^ or corre^ the 
work they were employed about, which had not been yet communicated to us, and of 
which they fent you the firft productions, as you are lefs interefted to examine Rn&]j 
into them. 

Further, you informed us that you did not propofe to treat upon pieces, but on the 
propofals which Mr. Saunders had made the invariable bafis of our negociation. There- 
upon, gentlemen, we reprefented to you, firft, that our condefcention to you might ap- 
pear exceffive, in that we fubmitted our pieces to you on the diftant hopes of feeing 
yours. In reality, would it be decent that we (hould be fubjedl to undergo an examina- 
tion on the part of your interpreters, without having on our fide the liberty of examin- 
ing on what you carry on a war againft us? It is true, that we might fuppofe the faned of 
Nazirzing, which is the only foundation of the pretenfions of Mahomed Allee, with* 
out weakening ourfelves in the leaft, as we have demonftrated feveral times ; but having 
very juftifiable occalion to doubt of its exiftence, why (hould we give up fuch a fupera- 
abundance of right ? 

We had thehojiour, gentlemen, to tell you, in the fecond place, that the delivery of 
our pieces would only produce difputesand ufelefs delays, if Mr. Sauoders was inflexible 
on his firft propofition, and that we muft demand, previoufly to every other things a 
iinal declaration on his part on this article. Thefe, gentlemen, are the reafons which 
made us recall our pieces. We had the honour to mention them to you ; undoubtedly 
you did not underftand us perfectly, which makes it neceflary for us to repeat them. 

We (liall anfwer your remarks on our pieces when yours Arrive and we enter upon this 
examination* Be not furprifed, gentlemen, at our doubt of the exiftence of Nazirzing'^s 
faned ; if you eftablifh it on proofs like what you have mentioned to us^ namely, the 
affiftance he gave Mahomed Allee with a numerous army to put him in pofTeflion of the 
Carnateck ; this motive of the war of Nazirzing has hitherto been a myflery undif- 
covcred ; unluckily it is refuted, becaufe all the world is acquainted with interefls 
which brought him here, and for which he s£tcd all of them very foreign to Mahomed 
Allee. It is moreover known in what light he looked upon him, or rather that he 
would not fee him at all, after the unfortunate expedition which the f^id Mahomed Allee 
undertook with a view of meriting the faned in queftion. * Nazirzing thought fo little of 
him, or of his elder brother who was in the fame army ht the goyeroment of the Car- 
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nateck, that at the very time he offered the fame government to many others, the French 
even not excepted, if they would abandon the engagements which they were in honour 
bound to keep. Mahomed Allee himfelf never mentioned this faned till the fuccefTes 
of the Englifli, bis proteAors infpired him with views on Arcot. The Englifh thcm- 
fclvcs when they went to join him at Trichinopoly, affigned no other pretext but to 
get payment of five lacks which Mahomed Allee owed them. We do not advance Ais 
without proofs. At what time was the faned in queftion cited ? when it was found 
neceflary to juftify a train of fafts by colours of juftice. 

We muft add, gentlemen, to thefe reafons, of which we know the infufficiency for 
forwarding an accommodation, the afllirances which we give you afrelh, that we are ready 
to retrench from our rights for the advantage of your nation, when it (hall be no longer 
required that we muft beein with abandoning them totally, by acknowledging Mahomed 
AUee fole and lawful ma!fter of the Carnateck: We difcovered this diTpo/itfon in the 
fentimcnts of Mr. Dupleix, who fent us. If you are willing to make ufe of them, teD 
us openly and fiimkly what you require ; v^ will anfweryou in a manner latisfadory to 
your nation, in the judgment even of thofe who command it, and who cannot but be 
acquainted with the advances we have at leaft made towards a peace, if we have not 
the happineft to conclude it. 

We have the honour to be, with real reTped, 
Pleafe to communicate Mr. Gentleman, 
Saunden's anfwer, tranf* Your moft humble and moft obedient Servants, 

lated from the original in Fr. L. Lavaur. 

our bands. Bausett. 

Robert Palk. Db Kekjeas. 

Henry Vansittart. 
Not dated, but received the 
29th Jan. at 12 A.M. 

To tbi rtoennd Fatbir Lavaur and Meffrs. De Bauflet and De Kerjean, dipuths of thi 

Frtnch flatten. 
Gentlemen, 

If all the reafons you are pleafed to |ive for declining the examination of your pieces 
were mentioned at the conference, moftafluredlv we did not underftand them, although 
we paid the ftrifieft attention to all that you dia us the honour to fay; if we examined 
the Perwanas it was only at your requeft, and to pay a proper regard to what, by your, 
own confeffion, was the foundation of your rights. We were willing, gentlemen, to 
put it in your power to juflify your pretenfion to the utmoft, that you might not have 
rea(bn hereafter to fay that we paid no regard to the powers you produced ; not that we 
could conceive the marquis Dupleix had merited fo much from the Mogul, or that the 
Mogul Ihould confer fo much authority on him, who is known to be the caufe of a ca- 
kmitous war in his country for five years together, by which a larg^ part of his revenues, 
not only in this province, but many others, has been flopped, and his dominions laid 
waAe. 

You have endeavoured, gentlemen, to give fpecious reafons for declining the exami- 
nation, but you have omitted the only material one ; the difcovtry you no doubt made 
as well as we, that your faneds were not of a nature to ftand the tefl of the flightefl ex- 
amination, of which the fuperfeription on the feal, not to mention any others, is an 
inconteftable proof : truth wants no colourings to fet it ofF, and fallhood b generally 
deteAed by affisAing to lay on too many to difguife it. If that which by way of eminence 
yoa intitle the oatft autkentjck, carries its own convidion along vnth it» what judg- 
2 ment 
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ment can wc form, gentlemen, of your other pieces ? The higheil compliment we can 
pay them muft be only to place them in the fame rank. Your filence on fo materia] an 
article will be looked upon as a very ftrong proof, if we wanted others, of what we 
advanced. Our not having the faneds of Anaverdey Cawn to produce, could be no 
reafon for your declining the examination of yours, which^ had they been genuine, would 
not have fufFered by being proclaimed to the whole world. The marquis Dupleix him*- 
felf, in his letter to Mr. Saunders of the 2 sth December, fpeaking of the powers be was 
invefted with to treat concerning the interefts of the Carnateck, makes this propofal. 

^' If you do not give credit to what I have had the honour to write to you very par- 
*' ticularly on that fubjeft, I am able and ready to juftify it: you may therefore com* 
*' miffion your deputies on this head, or fend fuch perfon to me as you fliall think fit, 
'' and I will (hew him the original writings." Thefe writings we have feen, and given 
you unanfwerable reafons why we cannot think them original -, and you, gentlemen, 
have too much penetration not to perceive the force of them. 

It is very true, that all the world is acquainted with the intereft that brought Nazirzing 
into this province ; rt was to reftore order, and to puniih thofe that had been the dif- 
turbers of it. To this end he wrote to the Englifli to affift the family of Anayerdey 
Cawn againft all invaders ; and it is for this reafon confirmed bv the authority derived 
from him to his fon Mahomed AUee, afterwards named ^oaveray Cawn, that they have 
conftantly fupported him. That Naztrzing offered the government of this province to 
the French, contradi£b all his other anions ; and as to the article you advance about the 
five lacks, as the catffe of our joinitig him at Trichinopholy, it ferves only to convince us 
how little you are acquainted with what pafled at that tioie. 

You are Very ptefiing, gentlemen, in your demand of our final declaration on our firft 
article, but do not on your part make any piopofals for the fatisfadion of a prince who, 
both by his titles and fucceiles, has a right, not only to be firft oonfidered, but to be him- 
felf the fource frbm whence a1 otherpartiesftoukl^leriveajwft fati^a£Hoft, andwhicii 
we renew our aflarahces, he is ready and n^illtfig to give. 

As foon as we receive Mr. Saunders's final nnfwer, we (ball make yon acquainted with 
it ; and we muft requeft on our part alfo, that you will communicate the final refolotion 
of Mr. Dupleix, which we fincerely wifh may tend to promote a happy end to our ne* 
gociation. 

We have the honour to be, with perfcfl refpe£J, 
Gentlemen, 

Sadrafs, 30th Jan. Your moft obedient humble Servants, 

1754. Robert Palk. 

HlNRY VaNSITTART. 

T0 Mfffrs. Palk 49ri Vanfittart. 
Gentlemen, 
I have thi^ minute received yours of the 30tb, with a tranflale of one froin the French 
deputies, and you* reply, which I approve. This morning our inftruAiona were for-* 
warded to you, fo that I have only to remark. 

That an examination of Mr.Dupleix's Powers was what he eameftly infifled on; 
and that certainly thofe powers fbould be firft proved authentick, as on them he founded 
his authority to the river Kiftna, &c. is but reafonable. 
The reafon they give for d^lining the examination is trifling. 
Mr. Dupleix has not fent the originals, but copies, and fays that the former mtfff bt 
infpeded by any peHbn fent to him } and you certainly have the iame liberty of refrfjr* 
iogt that the originals are with the Nabob, and may be infpe£led in the fame manner. 

Thofe 
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Thore gentlemen (hould fufpend their judgment of Shahabedey Cawn*s faned till it 
was examined ; ftrong fufpicions are what any one may fugged. They ought to be re- 
garded as fuch, but will never be thought convincing proofs. 

The gentlemen feem to acknowledge, at lead not to deny, the faned from Nazirzing. 
This juftifies the Nabob's conduit in fupporting his right, as it condemns Chundah 
and his allies in invading it. 

They faw our propofals, and afterwards delivered a memorial of faneds. Why (hould 
they retraa them till by my anfwcr they were aflSircd that I was inflexible ? and this 
they certainly could not know before they received it. 

The motives of Nazirzing's coming into the province you have very juftly explained ; 
that the government wa? offered to the French, till now 1 never heard, and might ven- 
ture to affirm in the negative. The Myforeans made a fruitlefs intereft for it. Mau* 
pbus Cawn, the Nabob's elded brother, did not bid high enough. Mahomed Allee was 
always reputed the Subah. The reafons affigned for our joining him at Trichinopholy 
are notorioufly falfe and fcandalous, for at that time he was not indebted to us« 

What do thefe gentlemen mean by. we fliali do fo and fo? Who gave thiem the 
power? Mr.Dupleix may talk thusinPondichery ambngft his flaves; I do not doubt 
but they know his difpofition, and poffibly may approve it as little as we do. Surely 
Mr. Dupleix does not think we are begging a peace, and will accept of any terms he 
pleafes. 1 obferve they are particularly fond of granting advantages to our nation ; this 
is defigned to appear plaufible at home ; but however, we (ball uke care to fecure the 
peace of the country, and ever have before us his defigns on the whole coad. I think 
it will not bs amifs to a(k them, as we are treating for the Nabob, whether by thefe 
offers they mean to offer us a bribe to be villains, and betray the truft repofed in us. 

Their faneds are fo defe^ive, we can by no means allow them. Without Mahomed 
Allee's enjoying the Subahfliip no peace can enfues and when thefe articles are agreed 
on, that of the French prifoners, a knotty article, remains to be adjufted in a manner 
confiflent with the fecurity of the Nabob. Confidering the difpofition of Mr. Dupleix, 
little, Itielieve, inclined to drop fo darling a fcheme, I am of opinion the conference 
will terminate unfuccefsfully. This advantage indeed we (hall reap from it, that our 
reafonable incUnatioas for. peace will be manifefted to the publick, and his hoflile difpo- 
fition, with the falfity of the authority on which he founded it. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

TliOMAS Saund£es. 

T» the honourable Thomas Saunders, Efj\ 
Honourable Sir, 
Inclofed is a letter we received laft night, in anft^er to ours of yeflerday, on which 
we muft obferve, firft, 

That as they communicated their pieces ^to us in a curfory way, we had not then 

time fufficient to examine them, but enough to remark, that the nrd was not dated^ 

and you are already acquainted with our objedions to the laft, which can never, we 

apprehend, be confuted : indeed by thdr method of reafoning they give up what they 

. would be thought to defend. Secondly, 

The only original, now for the firft time called a letter or faned, was reprefented to us 
to be of the ftrongeft validity; and if they had it double, they never once hinted it 
when it was produced ; even all their pieces at our firft conference were reprefented as 
/originals, and it was not till the topie? yfti^ beginning th^t we found they were other- 
wife. 
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wife. It 18 (rue^ Mr. Vanfittart di4 perufe the. paragraph from Mr. Dupletx, which was 
at the end of a very long letter^ from whence we are inclined to think it was inferted there 
on purpofe ; but even here we believe the epochas will not agree : and as to their offer- 
ing at the fame time to (hew him the original they very well knew that we had no in- 
terpreters, and if we had, we very much doubt if they would have fubmitted it to their 
examination. Mr. Vanfktart dejclined it^ be^aufe they might have aflerted afterwards 
that he had fecn it with his own eyed. Wp leave it to you to make the necefiary re^ 
marks on their mediod of accoupting for .the miftabe at Delhi. Thirdly, 

No anfwer at all is it feems the beft they can give to this article, as well as to fome 
others contained in our letter. Fourthly, 

An anfwer to their propofals you fee is pofitively expeded before they proceed any 
further : we ihall wait till the tappies come in* and then, if we have not the pleafure to 
hear from you^ we fliall.give them a very fliort anfwer to their letter. . We could myl- 
tipiy remarks to them, but we apprehend thofe we have already made will be thought 
fufficient. 

. We are, with the greateft refpe^l, 
Sadrafs, 31ft Jan. r754.: Honourable Sir, 

9 A. M. Your moft obedient humble Servants^ 

Robert Palk. 

^. . H£NRY VaNSITTART.- 

7i Mefrs. Palk and Vanfittart, depiaus of the Englijh natUn, 
Gentlemen, 

Not to multiply writings, we have the honour to reply as briefly as poffible to the- 
difiFerent articles of your laft letter. 

Fkft, We did communicate our pieces to you,^ and gave you fufficient leiAire to ex- 
amine them. We only refufed to let you have copies till you (houtd communicate 
yours ;. when this is done, we will produce ours again with all confidence, and we will 
refute by them all the inferences you flrive to draw for the prefent from our refufal. We 
will alfo produce the originals without fear, provided you do the fame on your part. 

Secondly, The only original that we have hitherto (hewn you, is the letter or faned 
of the Great Mogul which we brought with us, having it double, as we told you when 
we produc^ed it. As this is a decifive piece, it could not be fent without difficulty. We 
immediately advifed the marquis Dupleix of what you remarked to. us on the fubje£l of 
ihe epoch marked at the bottom of the ff al« The following is the anfwer he fent us 
immediately on the receipt of your letter : Ai to the dati of thefeal^ Icon fay nothing ta^ 
youMn that Juhje^ \ it was ibe (UiplUate that I delivtred yoit : but to dijjipate .all doubts on 
thatfubje^fy I fend you now what wasfirfi difpatched to me, which is dated the iitb of th^. 
month of Rejubi the yh year of his reign 5 and upon the chop is the year of th: Hegyra. ♦ 
1 163. Thii is what was delivered me by Us Bachi Cawny. difpatched to bring it w/?.. 

Such is the franknefs with which Mr« Dupleix anfwers on this fubjedl. Mr. Van- 
fittart faw this paragraph of the letter with his own eyes, and we offered at the fame, 
time to (hew him the original^ which we had juft received. It is impoffible, gentlemen^, 
to declare in. a more polite, manner than you have done, the fufpicions you afie6l to form, 
on this piece, and which you would extend to all the others. ^AH of them, it is true, 
muff be equally fufpicious to you.^ But in reality, gentlemen, if we were capable of* 
counterfeiting, do you think weihould be fo little upon our guard as to be miftaken in 
the date of the Hegyra, and to make ufe of two different Seals. The writers at Dethi^ 
mig})t do the latter. by making ufe;of.thefealof the reigning emperor for the firff dif- ' 

patch. 
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patch, and of theYeal df bis'predecefbr, whkh appaiendy caiDefirS to their hands, ftfr 
the difpatch they afterwards made by way of duplicate ; bat foch a piece of negligence, 
if it is one, is a proof of the truth of the piece. Make whom you will the judge, and 
he will tell you that the difficulty you make is at the very time a proof of the force i^ith 
which this piece is invefted. .* 

Thirdly, The reproach you throw on the marqois Dopleix, as being the caufe of the 
troubles of the country, might with more juftice be applied to thechiefrof your nation ; 
but whatever advantage we might be able to make by entering on this fubjed, we pa& 
it (lightly over as fupcriluous. In the ianfie mannec we fay nothing of the motives that 
induced the Grand Mogul to recompenfe the marquis Dupleix ; it wodd be eafy to (hew 
them, but the letter ofthis emperor fubiifts. That is the eflential. 

Fourthly, Laying afide for the prelent M allegations of which we have not yet got 
the proofs in writing, we will prove to you by a loyal letter fifom Mr. Saunders himfelf 
to Chundah Saib, tlvtf be interefted himfelf at the beginning for Mahomed Allee, only 
on account of what this laft owed, or was faid to owe, to theEngliih nation. We ex- 
peSt to be foon enabled to confirm this to you by other pieces of your chiePs, and to 
make vou alfo agree, if you will enter upon the proofs, that the Englifli acknowledged 
Chundah Saib for governor of the Carnateck. 

It i^ for us, gentlemen, to expe£t on your part an anfwer to the propofaIs>we have made 
you ; teU us if they are fatisfadory or not ? We do not allow, as you know of the 
precedency to be given to the interefls of Mahomed Allee, but we have not negleSed them 
in our propofals, and whenever you fJeafe we will fettle the proper eftablimment which 
is to be procured for him. 

Sadrafs, 30th Jan. 1 754. We have the honour to be, 

Tranflated from the original Gentlemen, 

ih our hands, Ydur moft obedient bumble Servvrnta, 

RobbrtPalk. Fr.L. Lavaur* 

Henry Vahwttart. * Bausett/ 

De Ksrjbam. 

To Miffrs. Palk mi Vanfittart. 
Gentlemen, 

I had replied to your tetter of the 3Cth when I received that of die 3 til with a tranflare 
of one to you from the French deputies. 

When Mr. Dupleix prefled the examination^ it waa without limitation, and wtthottt 
any reference to thofe of the Nabob'r. 

So difficult is it to give to falfity even the appearance of troth, that the circumibmcea. 
ofiered to fupport it o&n tend to the exploding it; and thus in regard to the paper called 
the Mogul's faned, a duplicate is fomething extraordinary j but thatihis duplicate ihould 
differ in fo eflentisJ a point from what, after the falfity is exploded, is produced as an 
original, ferves only to convince more ftrongly of the invaliding, and to give ua the greateft 
reaibn to believe that whatever defeAs might be found in the reft, as foon as noticed 
would be amended, without the loft 6f time or tr<;)uUe of fending to Delhi ; and there- 
fore I think we may perfift in our objedion to their validityy and wave all further en« 
quiry, as it will only give them an opportunity to recover from their error, whereas it 
now turns much to our advantage. 

• The franknefs wich which Mr. Dupleix anfwers on the fubjefi (at ta the date §f tbi 
feal I canjay rnthing to you on ibatfubjeSf) is a truth that ftrves to corroborate his weak* 
nt(^ in offering to found his authority on a falfity, and his chicanery in having theMo- 

gyrs 
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gul's feal in fuch readiods to fupply its defbd* The excuff. afterwards framed it 
equally asabfurd. 

The afperiion that we engaged in the war on account of money, owed by Mahomed 
Allee to the Engliih nation, is falfe and fcandalous. Inclofed is a copy of that letter to 
Chundah Saib, dated 3d Auguft, 17SI9 > long time after the war commenced. Tri- 
chinopholy was mortgaged, Mr. Dupleix was informed of it, and fo great was the 
affront he offered us, as to anfwer that our colours (hould be no fanAion to us. More 
will be faid on this occafion to Mr. Dupleix when he poffibly may not cxpeA it. 

By what I have wrote you, you will be able to return the proper anfwer. Do not 
prefs any farther an examination of faneds, it will be of no effed, when they can fo 
' eafily at Pondichery on every occafion have in rcadinefs a proper feal for the Mogul, 
and without doubt for his officers. 

I am, Gentlenten, 
Fort St. George, the Your moft obedient Servant, 

iftFeb. X754. TH9MAS Saunders. 

To tbe hcMurabli Thomas Saunders, Efy^ 
Honourable Sir, 
Yefterday we were favoured with your letters of the 31ft January and i ft inftant, and 
in the afternoon we received the anfwer from the French deputies, of which we have 
juft finifhed the tranffation we now inclofe you, with a copy of our letter to them of 
the rft. 

Their arguments are all founded on a fuppoCtion of the rights of the marquis Du- 
pleix. We (ball therefore make the proofs we have feen of the invalidity of thefe rights 
the principal objed of our reply ; and as they have at once rejected all our propofals with- 
out even anfwering them, they are very evidently determined to come to no reafonable 
accommodation. We fhall therefore tell them it is to no purpofe to wait for an an- 
fwer from the marquis Dupleix, as his defigns are plainly publiflied in the letter $ and 
that if they can give us no better hopes of a /uccefsful congrefs, we are ready to fet 
out for Madrafs ; fo we ihall probably watt on yoM ourfdves with the copy of our 
anfwer. 

We do not underftand what they mean in their laft paragraph by tbe article whicb xve 
ealldecifioe^ unlefs they have mifapplied thefenfeof the firit paragraph of our letter to 
them of the 31ft, where we fay, ai thai muft determine : perhaps they have applied that 
to the feparate ariixle inftead of their pofitive anjwer^ to which it refers fo plainly^ that 
we can hardly think itpoffible they ihould milundcrftand it without fome deftgn. 

We are, with the greateft refpeA, 
Honourable Sir, 
Sadrafi, 4th Feb. 1754. Your moft obedient humble Servants, 

8 A.M. Robert Palk. 

Henry Vansittart. 

T9 the reverend Father Lavaur and MeJ/irs. De Baufet and De Keijean, deputies $f tie 

French nation* 
Gentlemen, 
We annex hereunto our general anfwer to your memorial, our reply to your anfwer 
and propofals, and our frelh propofals together with a feparate article ; to which we de- 
fire your pofitive anfwer, as that muft determine the continuance or end of the cqngrefs. 
With regard to your letter of the 30th of January, it is true, that you communicated 
your pieces to us in a curfory manner. We had not, however, time' to examine iheai 
all, but fufficient to difcover the defeats we have already reprefented to you. 

C - • ' You 
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Yoa cannot forget tRa! the only original, now for the firft time called aletter or (ane<f» 
was ropfeTentod to us to be of the ftrongeft validity ; and if you had it double, you never 
once hinted it to us when it was produced ; even at our firft conference we underftood 
that all your pieces were to be looked on as originals, and it was not till the copies were 
beginning that we found they were otherwife. Nothing can be termed a duplicate that 
is not in every refpeft an cxaft copy of the original: • • • 

We could multiply remarks, but we apptehend thofr we have already made, wheft 
impaftially confidered, will be thought fufficient. 

We have the honour to be, with real rcf^£^. 
Gentlemen, 

Youf moft obedient bumble Servants, 
Sadrafs, ift February, Robert Palk. 

175:4. . JJenry Vansittart^ 

Jtnjwir. to the three Memorials y accompamed with a Let I er from the Englijh Be- 
pitiiSy daUd. the Fihrusry i ys4y 
Gentlemen^ 
The extras of the reaibns you have pretendsd to fliew in youf three memorials, -ac* 
Mmpanied with a letter,* would ibon k^ made,, if we were to leaye out the vain sikg^ 
tic As, ibiKie fuMetUfr e«dy tp bereftited, and tbe^roproaehiM: liott t^K^Mpiog ypu andw^ 
all is then reduced to a conftant fuppoiition, without proof or foundation of the sig)^ 
ef lyiahomed Allee. ' Begin then widr/froicing ih^ rig^t; tliM aAiwer, geatlcmen^ 
wouM fuffce to refute aU that you hav^ bkherto fiiid to us*. But we me hMfts willing 
to juftify the perplexity this qucftion puts you iiH and to aianifeft ckarly that it is not 
your fault, if you cannot a&fwer it but by codcavouring to make that pafs foe certai|> 
which you ought to prove* .... 

FiiH, You ought to pnofve, aocordtng te yovf aUegatiooe^ that ^ gqv^nmeat .of 
^e Carnateck Was givea XO' Mahooocd Alke. We ane wailing ready for this proof,, 
fuppofing however that we wete 10 roceive it^ it.vrauld not help yo^r aJiiirs inucbr • » 

Secondly, You Ihould further prove, that this pretended nomination of Mahomed 
Alice has not been revoked ; here, gentlemen* is your ftumbling block. The faneds 
granted to Chundah Saib by tvro inunediate fuccefcrs of Naztrsine, one of whom is 
now reigning, (lops you beyond a poffibiiity of pafliqg further. You are obliged la 
' apply to accufing us of faliity . Do you then look vpon fuch a reprciach to be fo tfifl'uig 
as to be thrown fo kghtly on the chief or the depultes^ the French Oa|ioa ; before yc^ 
employed this, re(burce in a defperatecaufe^ you ought to have* given a nttle more at-» 
tention ; for upon what would you found Jt? Upon our pretended refufal, which you 
ring out fo loudly, to give you copies of our pieces, after having coflMDunicafted them 
to you, and given you a lift, at the fame time that you evade the e;chibitioD of yours» if 
you have any ; it is not too much to treat upon an equality with you. We will fubmic our 
pieces again to yourexamination» when you fball produce to us thofe that you mention as 
70UC tille ; \without (hewing them, you may fay as dten a$. you w2H, that yoi^ remarks 
alarmed us ; we will give you full liberty to coattoue them ; thofe which you have made 
would infure us, if we had occafion for it, againft thofe thatyou (hall make; for le what 
do they amount? Thefaned, you fay, or pUrroaund of the Great Moguls which we have 
once called a letter which according to you makes an article againftits validity, has not the- 
fign manual of the emperor. In£9rm yonrfelves, gentlemen^ of the cuftom of this courts 
before yoiu hazard the anfwer you make us. It is befides,, ypu add, without a fea>, but it 
n on thefeal you difcAver a proof of its falfity. Thedate at the bottom is fit perannuated^ 
Do you pretend that the emperor muft change his ieal.every year>. aod that he can nevf r 
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makeufecf that of his predeceflbr, although it be the fame, except juff the date of th^ 
time of its being made ? Do you pretend too that a phirmaund Yent by the emperor him^ 
•felf, and brought from Dclly, to the knowledge of the whole world, by a confidcrabfc 
peribn,. named Us Bachi Cawn» (hould be of no credit; becaufe the writers ii^ the 
difpatch of the duplicate made uTe of an older fca! than that of the ^rft difpatch. . Wc 
have replied in an inconteftible manner to this chicanery; and we (hall only add, that 
upon the arrival of this phirmaund, the marquis Dupletx not only* communicated it by 
a copy feot to Mr. Saunders, but alfo offered to fend him the original by two counfef- 
Jors, which Mr. Saunders rtfufed. You had it ndt'in your power, gentlemen, thus to 
evade the communication, but an accufation of falilty was yoiir refource, as it has be{n 
before to the Englifh upon Tome occafions when they had no anfwer to make. Th^a 
did not fuffice to lelieve you from your perplexities : the invalidating of the phirmaund 
being proved in the manner we havefeen, muff communicate itfelf by a kind of con* 
tagion to all the other pieces; upon which, however, yon have with-held your remarks. 
Mr. Vanfittart only tpld us verbally^ that they were nothing but copies, and that he 
thought we had produced them on the footing^of originals. We told you however at 
that time, that we had brought only copies atteffed by the Caudy, and that we did not 
care, without neceflity, to expofe any more than the original, becaufe we had that double. 
Mr. Vanfittart thinks re(}uifite to contradict us alfo in that circumffance : .be that as it 
wilt, it has very little regard to the force of the thing, and we only mention it to Ihevr 
the difpofition in which you came, gentlemen, or in which ycu were fent ; that is, to 
feize every firaw to keep you here, and not to forward the end to which we ought all 
taftrive. You are neverthelefs very zealous for the publick good, and for the mainte- 
nance of the fundamental laws of the kingdom. You declare to us that thcfe two points 
made you take up arms. Thereupon we aflc you in the Hrft place, who gave yoii the 
Deceflary authority for that ? Is it Mahomed Allee, Nabob by your favour ? but you re- 
lapfe always into a circle of errors, fuppofing what is to be proved and what you cannot 
prove. In the fecond place, we refer you yourfelves to the two great objefls of jufticc, 
with which you defend your caufe, which are, who troubled^ the publick repofe, and 
\vho troubles it ftill ?\ We refer you to the letter in which the marquis Dupicix has de- 
tailed to Mr. Saunders himfelf the praAices of your nation, and to which the laft made 
no reply : [however, gentlemen, when we mention in this manner the Englifli nation, 
,we only mean fuch as have had a part in the pradices in queffioh, which many among 
you condemn :] remark in this detail what was the (late of affairs before you ffirred up 
Mahomed A Ilee. Chundah Saib acknowledged, not only by the country, but by the 
Engliih themfelvea. Hogee Addee fent by thefe Jaft to compliment him, and offer him 
the Nazer [prefent] according to cuftom, the fame Va'ckeel who worked with him to 
obtain the town of St. Thome for you, but in vain. The fan;e negotiation refumcd 
after you took pofleffion of it, but flill without effe£l. On the other fide, Mahomed 
Allee fled to Trichinopoly to capitulate on the confiderable arrears due by his father to 
the mailer of theDeckan ; the fame Mahomed Allee who had recourfe to the matquis 
Dupleix to be his mediator: this laft obtained a pardon and an eftablifhment for him. 
This, gentlemen, is what preceded the time when the Engliffi worked with Mahomed 
Allee Cawn, to infpire him with other views correfponding, with their ^efigns. They 
neverthelefs ftill wrote to Chundah Saib in the ftyle of friends, ^whi!e they were paving 
the way for Mahomed Alice to revolt. Proofs of all this have been furniflicd you : let 
St be judged from thence who began, continued, and fomented the war. 

In vain you cfndeavour to turn this, by demanding that the marquis Dupleix fhould fli' w 
2. faned authorifing him to aflift in killing Anaverdey Cawn and Nazirzing. The queftion 
is autch out of place, as it is imprudent. Mr. Dupleix can eafily juftify Kinifelf on this 
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head ; and you expofe yourfelves to the fame demand on the fubje^l of the death of 
Chundah Saib, a mu.h more horrid one, and the ctrcumftances of which prove a crime 
on all that were the authors. But all this is but a dtgreffion to turn o(F the attention 
from the Perwanas, with which the marquis Dupleix was fupported by the immediate 
fucceflors of Nazirzing, and which have been confirmed by the Mogul. The mention 
of thefe Perwanas, as well as thofe appointing Sal abatzing viceroy of theDeckan, leadt 
us back to the fecond obje<5V of juftice with which you affed to be touched. 

What atr, gentlemen, the fundamental laws of the countrv, as you call them^ and 
^at is the conftitution of the government of this country ? is it to acknowledge the 
Gi and Mogul for firft fovereign, the governor general of theDeckan for the reprefentative 
of this emperor in the country, and the particular governors appointed by the governor 
general as holding their authority from him ? Do you conform to thefe laws in difputing 
the phirmaund of the emperor, and in declining the authoritv of SaFabatzing ? Leave him 
in the c«ercife of his authority, every thing will be in order in all rcfpcfts, the confli* 
tution of the government in vigour, and the war at an end. If you refufe to acknow- 
ledge Salabafzing mafter of the Deckan by all the laws, who is the infringer of the laws, 
and the difturber of good order ? You fee very plainly, gentlemen, and it is for that rea- 
fon that you bring the fon of Gauzedey Cawn into play, or rather (for we are willing to 
be moro cohfiderate with regard to you, than you about us) you feize at a venture on 
the phantom Mahomed Allee prefents to you, and which he is preparing to produce to 
us by oppofing Shaw Adabin Cawn to Salabatzing; but on what title i Is it as having ob- 
tained the place of Salabatzing? This lail has then been till now the true mafter, while 
you have been trifling with his authority. Befides, in the ill-contrived pieces that Ma- 
homed Allee has already tranfmitied to Nandi Raja, it is fignified to Shaw Abadin Cawn, 
that the Carnateck for a^onglime has not been dependant on the government of the Deckan. 
By this it is rendered ufelefs to you to inved this fon of Gauzedey Cawn with the vice- 
royalty of the Deckan. Is itthen, as Omir Buckflice, that Shaw AbadinCawn (kail difpofe 
of the Carnateck ? But yourfelves have hitherto, with all people acquainted in this mat- 
ter, acknowledged that the Carnateck does depend on the Deckan. It is on this fcore^ 
that you fupport the titles which Mahomed Allee Cawn pretends to have received from 
• Nazirzing and Gauzedey Cawn. 

What can be concluded from all that, except that Mahomed Allee had d mind to op- 
pofe us with two batteries, one of which (hould fupport the other ; but he finds that one 
defiroys the other. We {hew ourfelves before hand apprifed of this job of work, to the 
end that Mahomed Allee may no longer be at liberty to finifh it. 

To continue, gentlemen, to proceed according to the cdablifbed order ; after acknow^ 
tedging the viceroy of the Deckan, you ihould equally acknowledge him who is now in- 
veAed by him with the power of governing the Carnateck. This is Mootis Allee Cawn 
of Velour, whofe faned was notified to you in full form. It is true, that he is fo only 
by the authority of the marquis Dupleix, but ftill h^ is fo by authority which you cannot 
ei.ntel! ; not by that of the marquis Dupleix, but of Salabatzing. Mr. Dupleix, you majr 
fcy, got him appointed ; confefs in that, hi ^ moderation for you and confideration for 
you in confenting, although aflbciated in the authority of Salabatzing, that this lad 
ihould appoint to the government of the country a Moor's lord, who has alWayifbewn 
at leaft as much regard for the CngliOi nation as for the French^ to the end that you 
mi^ht take no umbrage. In this manner he paved a way to the peace he defires, and 
which you ace not tncfined to, without giving Iaw9 to all the legal mafters of the 
.country. 

Still, to ^ive a turn, you difclaim in favour of the rights of thefe, againft the ambitioo^ 
•£ Mr. Du^leix^ which is no more eohcrent. than all the refl of your declamations. The 
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■nibttion of iM marquis Dupleix never has appeared, nor will appear, other dian to an- 
fwer the truft of thofe who have given him authority in this country, to preferve their 
rights, and to procure legal advantages to his nation, whilft the only end you propofe is 
to;difcnember the country, to dlfpoflefs the lawful matters, and to deprive theFrench of what 
is lawfully due and acquired to them. How can you advance, that- you have taken no 
place from thefe laft i their flag torn down by your hands, notwithftandingthe proteftsof 
the French commanders, contradicts you. You fay with the fame fincerity, that you do 
not pofTefs one place in the Carnateck, while you have commander's and garrifons in theni« 
You advance too that there has been no other governor of the Carnateck fince Anaver- 
dey Cawn thefather^ but Mahomed Allee his fon ; whilft we (hew yoa, and prove to*' 
you, that the faid Mahomed Allee is not, that Chunda Saib was, and that Mootis Allee 
Cawn is at prefent. Did you intend, gentlemen, to make fpols of us. 

All that we have been cxpofingis a preparation, what judgment to form of your pro« 
pofals : we (bail not follow them in detail with all the renedions they ofFer, it will fuf*' 
nee us p fay, firft,. that you will never put the change upon us fo far as to engage us to 
build on fuch a foundation as the authority of Mahomed ADee, and that you only feek 
to eflabliih th's foundation j therefore all the reft of your propofals arc vain and mfigni* 
ficant. 

Secondly, You (eem by them to be afraid to promife the releafe of the prifoncrs even 
9fter the peace is made ; and you referve fome chicanery to employ on that occafiom 
However, whether peace be made, or war, we demand of you their immediate liberty 
it\ the name of the king our mafter, without admitting the ufual (hift, that Mahomed 
Allee does not confcnt to it. If Mr. Saunders does not pay regard to our demand, we 
{hall continue to infift on this, point in Europe^ where perhaps it is already decided. 
There alfo will be manifefted, if it is not already done, the force of the chimerical rea* 
iiMis that may have been alledged in juftification of a war fo contradidory on our fide- to 
the peace which reigns between the two nations. There,, in the fame manner, judgr 
ment will be formed on the violation of the law of nations, and of the rights. o£ war^ 
which may have happened in this country. 

Tbiidly, You feem, or you zffcSt to have forgot the moft (acred engagements, made 
by Mahomed Allee, . and coofirmed by yourfelves, for the delivery of TrtchinopoFy to the* 
Maiflbreans. 

Fourthly, The fecurity which the marquis Dupleix will give^ when feribus propofals^ 
are entered upon, will be tO'get Salabatzing's eonfent^ and procure from him the necef- 
fiiry perwanas, without which any difpofaT of the leaft part of the country would bo 
unjuft and unftable i ail guarantees would be equally fo, and he would not, from the' 
iame princip'e, acquiefce in the difpofal of any country to the interefted parties, but on 
the footing thefe countries have been on formerly, in relation both to the mafter of 
the Deckan and the governor of the Carnateck. 

. The evident neceffity gf the confent of the mafter of the Deckan for the alienation of 
any rights in his country ». tells you, ^ntlemen,, if nothing wa» offered you, when you: 
was offered an immunity from all fubjeflion, and acknowledgment for the town of Ma- 
drafs ; admitting even that Mahomed Allee Cawn was what you make him, fuch 'a 
conceffionon his part could at furtheft only take place during his life. But Mahomed- 
Alhee having no right, to what is the immunity you told us you hold from him reduced? 
'Tis neverthelefs a point of more confequence than any other to a nation like the £ng 
Tifli. If you ha\ e never paid the tribute in qucftion, as you fay,, the arrears are very, 
confiderable, and, the offer merits the more regard. Bfc fo kind to apply what we have 
laid to Pondemaly and Trivendupuram alfo. We haye proofs in writing which contain 
your confeffion that you applied in vain for the perwanas of thefe two territories in the 
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fife time of Naziraing. A time may come when fame governor of Arocit may trouble 
you on thofc heads. If the offers made you do not fuffice, we have defired you CD tell 
us what is wanting to your purpofe. We offer you befides^ to procure you on this Vtry 
country the fum that Mahomed Alice may be indebted to you: this will favc you the 
trouble and delay of a payment to be received on the country which (ball be granted him, 
and which fhall be loaded with many other mortgages. 

Are fuch offers as thefe, gentlemen', what (bould appear infolent to you, or the pro* 
pofa) you make us of fubmitting to the laws of him whom you make a prince in Europe 
and your flave in Indi^, although inverted with the name of Nabob. You ought not, 
nor cannot reafonably expeft that the French will give up their rights and fubmit to 
this. You will not perfuade them to it, neither by lending vidories to Mahomed Allee^ 
nor by alledging a right which poflcffion, or rather force gives you. 
* We will, however, communicate, according to the duty of our commiffion, vour 
propofals to Mr. Dupleix ; and we (hall have the honour to communicate his anlwer, 
particularly on the article which you call decifive, and of which we yet comprehend 
Nothing. 

We have the honour to be, with real refpe£^, 
Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient humble Servants, 

Fr. L. Lavaur. 

Bausett. 

Di Kerjeak. 

Ta Mejrs. Palk and Vanfittart. 
Gentlemen, 
' I have received your letter of the 4 th February, with a copy of one to theFrendi de- 
puties, and tranflateof their anfwer to your feveral pieces. Though this paper is very 
prolix, yet I can perceive nothing in it but what is eafily confuted. 

Mr. Dupleix earneftly preffed, and thefe gentlemen offered to examine the fevend 
papers called faneds ; certainly thefe (hould be proceeded on firft, not only for the above 
reafons, but as Mr. Dupleix places fo great ftre^ on them as thereon to found bis autho- 
rity for the government of the whole country ; and this furely mufl be proved before it. 
can be fubmitted to. 

We have not refufed to prove Mahomed Allee's rights ; attefted copies of the faneds 
have been wrote for, and will bc^fent for thofe gentlemen's perufal : thofe pieces, fo far 
from having been revoked, have been confirmed. 

If papers, produced as legal proofs, are upon examination found defective, and we as 
fuch rejcdt them^ 'tis reafonable and juft, and no refleftion on the French nation 1 for 
they cannot expe£l an implicit fubmiffion to their papers, without they carry with them 
the neceflary force : thefe do not, and that thofe gentlemen were fenfible of it, fuffici- 
cntly appeared by their fuppreiSng any funher enquiry. Wc are very well informed of 
the cuftom of the court,' that on thedeceafe of an emperor hisfeal is totally laid afide, 
the feal of the reigning prince made ufe of: befides, does it not appear very extraordi- 
nary, that upon this faned's proving defedive, another (hould fpring up in Co (hort a 
time as a fet of Peons could go from Sadrafs to Pondichefy ; is it not equally fe, that in 
a pntent of a publick nature, of fuch confequence as to transfer the right of kingdoms, 
the duplicate, and what is called the original, (hould differ fo much f 

Our authority to fupport Mahomed Allee is from Nazi rxing, Gauzedcy Cawn, and 
Gauzedey Cawn*s fon. This you have no occafion to gratify them in mentioning, as 
his lawful right is a fufficient authcriiy for our fuppcrting him. 

Mr, 



Mr. Duplelx has wrote me many things, and I have aafwered th^m ; nor is thcfetnj 
letter of his unreplied to. I have proved to him that he is the author of the war; but 
to what purpofe ? therefufal of concurring in the reafonable propofals for peace fufS- 
ciently demonflrate it 

That Hodjee Addee was fenfc to Chunda Satb is fcandaloufly falfe ; fo far from it^ 
that on the death of Nazirzing be was fiifpended from his employ, and has never hcch 
truAed fince. 

The fortune of war throws down all diftinftion. If Mahomed Allec did apply to 
Mr, Dupleix, which is not certain^ did not Mr. Dupleix alfo, when Seringbam was oh 
the point of furrender, apply to him and offer him Trichinopoly ? , 

I do not apprehend the calling upon Mr. Dupleix to produce his authority for oppof- 

ing a legal prince is unreafonable ; if he cannot produce it, it will be concluded he has 

j^one: to fay thai he can eafily jollify birofelf, and to evade juAify ing himfelf (which he 

aKrays does) will by all mankind be looked upon as a convincing proof that he is in the 

- wrong. 

We agree that the fundamental laws of the country are to acknowledge the Mogul for 
firft fov'ereign> the viceroy of the Deckan for his reprefentative in that country, and the 
particular governors by him appointed as holding their authority from him. This is the 
rule we have always made the government of our condudl ; the Mogul we acknowledge ; 
Mazirzing as his viceroy we obeyed ; and Mahomed Alice as his governor, in dlftrefs we 
ailifted. On the Death of Nazirzing we continued our affiftance t6 Mahomed Allee, 
till a fucceflbr, Gauzedey Cawn, was appaisted;. and agreeable to his dire£)ions, we 
perfevere in our alliance to the Circar« We could confute even the foundation of Mr. 
, Dupleiac's authority 5 for Salabatzang never hid a ian^ for the Deckan ; but as he is at 
the head of a large army, it is a prudent meafure to avoid it. As Mr. Dupleix lays 
: down this progreiBve rule for us, ought he not to obferve it himfelf ? Inflead of faying 
he can eafily juftify himfelf, let him produce his authority for depoflng A naverdey Ca wn 
and murdering Nazirzing; and as he cannot deny that Gauzedey Cawn was viceroy of 
the Deckan, how comes it that this faned does not appear ? Shiw Abadin Cawn derives 
his right to the Deckan from the Mogul. Of what force Is the mentioning Mooti» 
-AUeeCawn^ who tias acknowledged the Nabob ? However, we mull wave the men- 
tioning of this alfo, as 1 have only the copy of the agreement made by Mootis Allee 
Cawn with the Nabob. At the fame lime I have a letter from Mootis Alice Cawn de- 
iiring a Letter of indulgence, when we (hall in a few days have the attefled copies of 
Mootis Allee Cawn*s agreement, it will plainly appear whether they intend 10 make 
fools of US9 (or weof tham.' We have not taken» nor are we in pofleilion of, any places 
belonging to the French } wherever we have any force in the Circar*s forts> they are 
under the orders of tbe Nabob. 

We have no p'rifoners of the French King's ; as a proof of this, all the o£Ecers have 

! riven their parole to Mahomed Allee, which is an acknowledgment they were bis pri- 
bners ; and though feveral of our men and officers have been taken prisoners, we ha\;e 
never demanded them of Mr. Dupleix, except thofe that, contrary to tbe law of nations, 
Mr. Dupleix ordered to be-feized as they were going to St. David from Madrafs with re- 
gular paflport^S betides we declared we treated in behalf of the Nabob j therefore this 
is a deviation^ and foreign to the intention of the conference. 

The fourth article is grounded on a fuppofiiion of the legal pawer of Salabatzing, 
and the illegal one of Mahomed All«e» The Arft has not been proved, nor the latter 
confuted. 

There never was that tribute which the French deputies nwntioned fixed on Madrafs; 

therefore how ridiculous is it tp make an oifer of what does not exiA ; and as to the 

offer of procuring us the money, Nabob Mahomed Alice is indebted , 'tis'but an offer, 
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and not t certainty ; and no dependency can be had on ad offer from thofe who have nqt 
a power to fulfil it. 

If the French have any rights they fliould be proved^ and then will not be difputed, 
but acknowledged ; but if fuch proofs are not produced. Nabob Mahomed Allee wiH 
conclude that the French are deaf to all reafonable propofals for an accommodation, and 
are determined to continue their alliance with rebels, which muft compel him by real 
vi^lories (which he has already bad) to convince them he will defend his government 
^ againft all unlawful ufurpers. 

If you can prolong the conference a few days, it will give us an opportunity to get 
copies of Mootis Allee Cawn's agreement, and be ferviceable in other refpeds. 

I know nothing that has pajQTcd in the conference of their fide that carries with it the 
leaft weight, but that you have not Mahomed Alice's faneds on the (pot; they are wrote 
for, and will be fent attefted by the Caudee : you will therefore acquaint thofe gentle- 
men, that no exceptions may be taken, the faneds wilt be produced. That Mr. Du- 
rkix will hearken jto any meafures for peace I have not the leaft expefhttion, but that 
in reje£)ing them he may appear to z&. unjuftly. Let your anfwer, which probably 
will be the laft, be as full as poffiblc. 

lam. Gentlemen, 
Fort St. George, Your moft obedient Servant,^ 

5tb Febv i754« Thomas Saunders. 

Ti'tbi hon^urabk Thomas Saunders, Efi\ 
Honourable Sir, 
Inclofed we fend you a copy of our anfwer to the laft letter from the French deputies, 
which we hope you will approve. They have informed us that Mr. Dupleix is inflex* 
ible, which determines us to leave Sadrab in the morning, unlefs another letter which 
. they have been preparing alf day requires an anfwer. 

We are, with the greateft refpcft. 

Your moft obedient humble Servants, 
Sadrafs, 5th February, Robert Palk. 

1754- Hehky Vansittart. 

To the reverend Father Lavaur 0rd MeJJrs. De Bauflet and De Kerjean, ddputies §/ the 

French naticn. 
Gentlemen, 

You accufe us of vain allegations and fome fubtiltie^, eafily to be refitted, in your an* 
fwer to our laft memorial ; but we do not find you have been able to prove them (b. 
Refleflions and reproaches are eafily nxade,*but when ill grounded they return on thofc 
that make them. 

You have begun with aflerting the rights of the marquis Dupleix. You have endca* 
voured to convince us of his authority, by producing what has fufficiendy convinced us 
that he has none. 

You fay you are waiting ready for us to prove that the government of the Garnateck 
was given to Mahomed Allee ; but at the fame time you give us to underftand that it 
will anfwer no end when it is proved. Is not this declaring beforehand that you are 
determined no laws ftiall reftrain you I 

You would have us further prove, that this nomination of Mahomed Allee has not 
been revoked ; you fay the faneds granted to Chunda Saib by two immediate fucceflbrs 
pf Nazirzing, one of whom is now reigning, ftops us beyond a poffibility of paffing 
further. By the firft you muft mean Muzapherziog. Did he live long enou^ to w 

appointed 



ff 25 ] 

appointed by the Moguls or did he get his commiffion at Pondichery ? Perhaps the 

emperor by a fpirlt of divination foretold Nazirzing's cruel fate, and therefore appointed 
a fucceflfor in time i and what is almoft extraordinary, a fomenter of divifions amongft 
his fubje£)s, and an aSual invader of his government. By the fecond, you mean Sa- 
labatzing, of whom you are confefledly the prop and fupport. Was this becaufe his 
appointment of Chunda Saib was of more .validity than that of Anaverdey Cawn by 
Gauzedey Cawn, who was fent by his mafter to depofe him i 

When Mr.Dupleix prefled the examination, it was without limitation, and without 
any reference to thofe of the Nabob. Our remarks, gentlemen, mod certainly alarmed 
you ', but you had a ftronger reafon fuggefted to you by your own eyes, as we have al- 
ready had the honour to tell you, and to prove inconteftably. We never advanced the 
piece faid to come from the Mogul was without a feah If you will take the trouble, 
gentlemen, to turn to our letter, or the Father Lavaur's tranflation of it, you will find 
that it was the want of a chop that we obje£led to. The moil candid way we account 
for it is, that this confiderable perfon, named Us Bachi Cawn, has impofed upon you. 
You may alfo recolledy gentlemen, that we had our doubts of the other pieces, one of 
them in particular was not dated, for which omifiion Mr. De Kerjean endeavoured to 
account, by blaming the incorreSnefs of thefe Eaftern Princes in writings of the greateft 
confequence. If you told us at the firft conference, that you had brought only copies 
attefted by the Caudy, we declare to you again, gentlemen, that we did not hes^r it ; 
and as to the plaufible method you have found out of accounting for the defefts in that 
faid to come from the Mogul, by calling it a duplicate ; even in your letter immediately 
in anfwer to our objections, you fay nothing of it, no not till after you had received' 
the marquis Duplejx*s letter, in which he thinks it necefiary to tell you that yours is a 
duplcate. 

We were fent, and we came, gentlemen, with the beft difpofuion in the world , it 
was with a ftrong difpodtion to do our utmofl to reftore peace to this unhappy country : 
it is true, if we will feize any thing, they are but ftraws 40 detain us here i for we have 
the misfortune to find that your commiifion will not perrtiit you to forward the end. 
which youaffe<5l fo much to defire; and if you will not, gent'emen, our (laying longer 
is to no purpofe. 

If you had made a juft ftatement of the queftion. Who troubled the publick repofe ? 
you would have begun with giving us a view of the (late of the province before you 
^ joined yourtroops to Chunda Saib : you would have (be wn us Anaverdey Cawn in peace- 
able pofleffion of his rightful government, and the country in a flouri(hing condition : 
you would then alfo have fcen that the Engli(h did not take up arms till the d.ilurbeis 
of this tranquility, carrying defolation to the edge of our own limits, and there fpieud- 
ing your flags clofe to our prefidency, by virtue of authority from Chunda Saib, obliged 
us to afTid the lawful Nabob of the country for the redoration of order, and the repofe 
of the people. 

If Chunda Saib was acknowledged either by the country or the Englifb, it is a fecret, 
gentlemen, which never till now came to our knowledge, and which he would have 
been glad to have been acquainted with : we have heard, ind. ed, that the Phoufdar of 
Vellour went through the cercmony'of being made Nahob at Pondichery ; but, if from 
his a^Hons we may judge, he feems to have but an indifferent opinion of the rights you 
have given him, as little almoft as we have of the good intended the Engliih in the pre- 
tended appointment. We allow it, however, to be a great piece of condefcenfion, 
moderation and confideration in the marquis Dupleix to confent t :at Salabatzihg (houid 
appoint a Moorman to the Cainatcck. Ambition is laudable when it only aims at an- 
f\yering the truit of thofe who have given authority, prercrving their right , and procur- 
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ifig hegfti advantage. Could you but prove that the marquti^s ended here, we would be 
the firft to commend it. 

We are treating for Nabob Anaiverdey Cawn, whofe rightt imitle bim to be itfft con* 
fidered, but they are found inconfiftent with the pietended onet of the marquis Duplex ;. 
and ta it for this reafon otily that ail our propofuis are called vain and infignifiamt^ or ia 
it, gentlemen, bccaufe we will not betray the truft that is repofed in ua f You gave 
us to underftand, what we cannot apprehend, thatNaxiraing offered the province to the 
French if they would have deferted Chuoda Saib. Were we fo firmty attached to a 
vebel ? Then give us alfo leave, as we may do it wilb more juftice> to fupport a lawful 
Nabob in his government. 

Mr. Saunders, gentlemen, refers all hrs tranrag^tons to be judged of in Europe, where 
k will be done with lefs partiality \ and if we may nMke any jtt^ment firom the reafona 
you, gentlemen, have given us, with more candour, there wiU^ be manifeAed the fMVsf 
affronts which have beetv continually offered to our nation, by laying wafte our termor 
ries, and a declaration that our colours fliould be no CanAion x» u», together with ttie 
violence committed by feizing our forces on the open feas, in diseft contradidion tothe« 
peace eftabliflied between the two nations: them aUb it will be maniiefled,. tliat the 
£nglifli are not the only nation whofis ri^s^bave been invaded. 

fo Europe it will alio appear, that the £ng^ never confirmed any engagementa mwkt 
by Mahomed Alice for the delivery of Tric^inopoly, which would have been aa unjuft 
in them, as the laying it to* their charge is raai.aftd imprudent in you ; and if wiDeheiv 
be plainly feen, that the marquis Dupieiac haa uTurped an authority which never W2» 
conferred upon him, and if we may judge from the regard he pays the emperoF, never 
wit). You couM not have given your fbperiors and ours a clearer demonftration to* 
whom the name of flave moft properly belong*,, Salabatzing or Anaverdey Cawn, than* 
your own declaration, that the former, at the fame time that you call him mafter of the 
Deckan, had need of the marquis Dupleix's confent to impower him to give a governor 
to the Camateck, which is at |^ (hme time a convi£Uon of the regard you pay to the- 
fundamental laws you fo juftiy defcribe. 

The denvind you make to us for the releafe of the French prifoners ia ill ptaeed : yos 
(hould apply to the prince againft whom you have been, and are carrying on an unjulfr 
war, and he will releafe them whenever it is confiftent with the bStxy of his go* 
vernment. 

We do not underhand what you mean by tht artlclt we call dedfioi^ unlefi you mir* 
uhderftand our letter of the ift; when we de&red your pofittve anfwer, it was to our 
general anfwer to your memorial, to our reply and new propofais \ becaufe by that we 
might be able to determine the continuance or end of the conference. You have re-* 
jedad all thefe propofais whh difdain \ to what end then, gentlemen, fliall we wait for 
an anfwer from Pondichery ? It will be to little purpofe, uniefs you can give us better 
hopes of the marquis's paciikk difpofltion, than we have hitherto been able to fornu 

The conference then terminates unfuccefsfully. This advantage indeed we ihall reap 
from it, that Mr. Saunders's reafonal^le inclinations for peace will be manifeft to the 
publick, and alfo the marquis Oupleix's contrary difpofition, with the invalidity of the 
authority on which he founds it. 

We have the honour to be, with perfeft refpe<S}, 

Sadrafs, 4th FeU ' Your moft obedient humble Servants^ 

1754. Robert Palk. 
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To Mejfrs. Palk and Vanfittan. 
Centlemen, TTic jth Feb. X7S4* 

Wc fee with great regret an unfuccefsful end to our conference?. The fatisfadlioii 
we (hall receive from your perfonal condu3, and your politenefs with regard to us, wilf 
not be the lefs fincere. We will not even refufe you the juftice you claioi oh die fub- 
je£t of your good difpofition to conclude. We will add further, gentlemen, that we do 
not doubt of your uprightnefs in the allegaiion of the fa£ls you have had 6ccafion to 
advance. You have followed your inSru^Ions to a tittle. 
It was recommended to you to infift firmly and ftrongly that Mahomed Allee is the 
. -only lawful mafier of the Carnatcck ; and you have done it, gentlemen, to your beA. 
It would be fuperfluous to repeat tfie anCwers we have already made you on that 
fubjea. *- • *- ^ 

X ou was told to deny boldly that the Englifh confirmed any engagement made by 
Anavcrdey Cawn for the delivery of Trichinopol/ ; and you have done it with fo good 
4 grace$ that you proceed even to fay, that fuch an engagement would have been as unjufi 
in the EngUJh^ as toe accusation is rafb and imprudent in us. We fee evidently by that, 
gentlemen, that .you have been left in ignorance of the pieces we fhall oSer to commu- 
nicate to you before our parting: you will then fee the ftrongeft promifes of Mahomed 
Allee, repeated, and confirmed by oath ; a letter from Mr. Saunders himfelf to the Ra- 
jah of Maiflbre, wherein he tells him in exprefs terms, as to thj a£l or convention con^ 
cerning Tricbinopolj^ it is I that am an/iverabU. As this aftair, gentlemen, is one of 
thofe which you refer to be examined in Europe, it will there undoubtedly be feen with 
pleafiire, with how much charity Mr* Saunders, in the above mentioned letter, wains 
the Maiflbreans, /• ie well on their guard againji the French \ that he is afraid left fome 
misfortune Jbould hapten to tbiir f^ackeelat Pondichery ; and that if the enemies (that is the 
French} fucceed^ which God cannot permit^ they will go to Maiflbre. It is thus Mr« 
Saunders has pioufly watched after the fafety of the princes of India, by fpiriting them 
<ip againft us by falie alarms. 

You were told, gentlemen, in the fame manner to difpute our rights obftinately, to 
admit none of our titles, and to talk high of the neceffity the Englim were in to take 
up arms, irfter having feen^ the French flags clofe to their prefidency under the authority of 
Chunda SaA. You have done all that, gentlemen, and it has been often anfwered to« 
Give us leave, however, to fay one word more to you on the fubje£t of the laft article^ 
to beg you will diftinguifli the times. The only. umbrage Chunda Saib and the French 
can have given you before you took up arms againd them, was their encamping within 
five leagues of Cuddalore in his way to Tanjore. That was their road, and a country 
which acknowled Chunda Saib for mafter. He never came nearer to your limits, and 
kept feveral days journey off ia the march he made a long time after to go from Chelle- 
put to Trichinopoly. Mr, Saunders at that time complained to him of nothing but his 
going into a country engaged by Mahomed Allee to the EngliQi. We (hall offer you 
alfo, gentlemen^ a fight of this fecond letter of Mr. Saunders^s, where you may remark 
that he makes a plea of the mutual friendjh'p which then fubfifled between Chunda Saib 
and the Englifh. This letter may furnifli you with many refledtions ; we (haJI make but 
one at prcfent, on the fubjedl of the injuftice it would have been on your part (as you 
fay) if you had confirmed the engagement of Trichinopoly in favour of the Maiflbreans. 
Was it more tuft that Mahomed Allee fhould engage it to your nation, and you ac- 
cept it? If a legitimate defence obliged us to join with the Maiflforeans alienated from 
your party by the faithleffnefs of Mahomed Allee; we do not pretend to procure him 
what he defires, but with the confent of Salabatzing, who only, as matter of the Dec- 
kan« can legitimate any alienation of a country in his dependance. 
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If the above complaint, gentlemen, regards the time when you no longer obierved 
any meafures, when you feized upon the country and place of Arcot id the abfence of 
Chunda Salb, who was employed at Trichinopoly, we do not difpute that Raja Saib, bis 
Ton, was in the neighbourhood of Madrafs ; with this circumftance however, that the 
French who were in his army refufed to follow him when he went towards your limits. 
But a further detail would only lengthen this letter to no purpofe; and we are charmed 
that you referve this article for Europe, as well as the others mentioned in your letter* 

The only one which admits of no delay, is that of the prifoners, whofe delivcr- 
atice we again demand of you ; becaufe we cannot fee the fubjeds of our king perilh in 
your prifons in a manner fo little conformable to the mutual regard due from the two 
nations in peace, and particularly on a point wherein wc have (hewn you the example. 
The king depends on Mr. Saunders, and on him only. The (hift be makes of refering^ 
us to the prince Mahomed AlUe^ is only proper, give us leave to fay, to render his refufd 
more flinging. 

You have then heard, gentlemen, that the Phoufdar of Vellour wa made atPondi- 
chery, governor of the Carnateck j his appointment by Salabatzing was however noti- 
fied to you, and this laft even wrote you of it himfelf. 

We did not fay that Salabatzing could not have made this appointment without the 
confent of the marquis Dupleix, only that he did make it with the approbation of this 
laft, for whom it is not furprifing he (hould have fome refpedl. If this Phoufdar does 
not aA accordingly, as in efie(S he did not puih the advantage he once had over you, 
it is a confequence of the regard he has always had for your nation, and which Is not 
unknown to us. This confirms what we faid before of the good intentipns of the mar* 
quis Dupleix, and (hews phinly that you only refufe to acknowledge fuch a governor 
of the Carnateck \ becaufe you have a mind to remain mafters of it under the name of 
Mahomed Allee. This, gentlemen, wilt always be a point of divifion as long as yoa 
infift on it. 

fie fo good to remind Mr. Saunders that we have made good, the declaration the 
marquis Dupleix made him before we came here, namely^ that it would be to no pur- 
■ pofe to make us fuch a propofaL 

If Mr. Saunders thinks proper to treat on the footing we have propofed, by acknow- 
ledging the titles of which we are bearers, we will endeavour, gentlemen,, to. give you 
all poffible fatisfadilion. 

It would be loft time, gentlemen, if our conference do not continue, to reply here 
to the other articles of your letter. Befides, the new ftrokes you drive to give to our 
pieces do not alarm us more than the others ; if that to which you obje£l the want of a 
date did not even exift, our rights would not be the lefs fupported by all the others. But 
not to mention that the date is fupplied by other circumftances, fuch an omiffion does not 
denote, as we have faid before, a piece contrived to impofe : remark, gentlemen, that 
the want of a date is not a fign of invalidity, that it can only afFedl partiQufar points, of 
which the date muft decide, and that is fufficient for us the piece exifts. We ought to 
know better than any body what imprelHons fuch objedions make upon us : be aflured 
they do not frighten u$. 

We have the honour to be, with real refpeft. 
Gentlemen, 

Your moft humble andmoft obedient Servants, 

Fr. L. Lavaur* 
De Bausett. 
Dk Kerjean. 
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To the nvennd Father Lavaur and MeJJrs De Baufet and Dc Kcrjcan, deputies $f the 

French nation. 
Gentlemen, 

After our commifikries had been difrefpedlfully made to wait twenty days, ar^ (pent, 
a fortnight more, when nothing was oflFered to them but fome few papers, by which the- 
very name of faneds*is obvioufly difgraced, when to their reafonable propofals only an ar«' 
bitrary anfwer was given, contrary to that equity and judFce which is the (tM^sXon of 
all lawful right and authority, plainly convinced that Mr. Duplelx had no fmcere inten- 
tion to adopt meafurcs for the reftoration of tranquility to the provrncc ; on tht^ contrary^ 
a violent refolution illegally toufurp an unjuft authority, produ£tive of the calamities of 
war, confcious to themfclves they had done their duty, they took their leave 5 then, 
Gentlemen, you prefented them with a letter of the 5 th of February, which, as it con- 
tains new- matter, I fliall do myfelf the honour to reply to. 

* You are not ignorant we conferred, empowered by Nabob Mahomed Alfee ; and whcir 
we infifted on his being lawful mafter of the Carnateck, it was your part either to dif- 
f rove of acknowledge his right. It is indeed fuperfluous to repeat your anfwer; for 
when, upon your aflcing for the faneds, you was told that attefted copies ibould be fent 
for, it only produced a pofitivc and arbitrary declaration from you, that Mr. Dupleix was 
refolVed upon no account to acknowledge Nabob Mahomed Alice as Suba of theCarna-- 
ttck.. Thofe faneds are by this time on the road,* you may fend a perfon to infped 
them. 

I cannot but with furprife remark, gentlemen, that you are extremely over hafty in 

Iourconclufions, and too apt to aflert for fa6l what you cannot have a clear knowledge of. 
n regard to theconiirmation of the delivery of Trichinopoly, you make this quotation fron^ 
a fuppofed letter of mine ; " As /? the 0^ or convention of Trichinopoly^ it is I that am an- 
•* fwerable.*^ You are impofed on, I never wrote to the Maiflbre King or Dallowa^ 
iTny fuch thing, nor they to me;^ nor had I a knowledge of any agreement between the 
Nabob and the Dalloway, till after Seringham was taken. Our records, where all let- 
ters are entered will prove it; nay the Maiflbre King's vacheel, now here, is convinced 
of it. I fend you a copy of the only letter that has any refemblance, and that very dif* 
tant from what you mention : further, you forget, gentlemen, the letter to Chunda Saib,. 
wherein I write him that Trichinopoly was mortgaged to the Engliih. Mr. Dupleix 
alfo was advifed of it, and his anfwer wiM always remain as a remarkable inftance of hti 
refped for his Britannick Majefty's Hag, which he fays fliall be no fan£tion to the Eng- 
lifli fubjed. I have ufed my mediation to accommodate matters between the Nabob and 
the Maiflbre Dalloway, and recommended to his vackeel to get a faned for it ; his re- 
ply was, Salabatzing had no faned for, and was not legally invefted with, the govern- 
ment of the Deckan ; and therefore had no power to grant one. Now I am on this fub- 
jed, I cannot avoid giving you the fentiments of that prince's vackeel in his letter to me,. 
Viz. ^* You are fenuble of the pretended right of Chunda Saib, who applied to Mufta- 
*< phazing, and by the affiftance of the French proved a rebel, and is ruining the inha- 
le . bitants of this province by his wicked proceedings. If this man is puniflied according to^ 
<' his deferts, the Great Mogul will be v^flly pieafed, and you will obtain a good name* 
« and reputation. As to Nabob Anaverdey Cawn, he is of the family of the Om* 
<< rahs, and was honoured with a ferpau by Nazirzing for the government of the Cama- 
«< teck : befides, he has lately received the Mogul's Phirmaund and Gauzedey Cawn'* 
** letter in confirmation of that government." 

To what purpofe is it, gentlemen, to fay our commiflTaries were told to difpute youi 
rights obftinately) and to admit none of your titles : I kaow of no rights but Pondl- 
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chery and its didtrifk, nor any titles but the marquis Dup'eix, the French Eafl India 
company'i governor ; it is true, your vanity furniibed you with chimerical onca^. and the 
fame exc^ffive blind vanity hurried yoq on indifcreetly to prefs an examination of them ; 
. but when the principal one was exploded, and the fpots began to appear in the others, 
you fvpfN'f (fed a further fcrutiny « by this you n>eant to hide their dele£lc^ This, gen- 
tlcflsaiv you pcffcflly convinced us of their invalidity % fo diflScuk is it to fupport a 
wfQng ctufcg that the arguments made ufe of to corro4>orate9 often expofes it the more*. 
I repeat, wc acknowledge, no territories or titles but what are founded 00 lawful au- 
thority ; and till the marquis has proved his, we rejed thepii and regard them as in* 
valid. It is nqcdlefs to repeat the many a£ls of violence done us by Chunda and his 
Alto; I could produce fome pieces of the marquis and marchionefs's, many more there 
aire, I will give them their due weight, let the rabble, for whom they were defigned, 
put them to the ufe they pleafej but whei>. the officer qf Mr. Dupleix's forces, whom 
Chunda's fon writes that he had fent with a detachment to infulcour colours at St. Thomc^ 
when the French al<b plundered and burnt our boufjBS at the Mouot^ and the fucnitiire 
was Qsirried tP Pondicbery, when our officers at Con|everain were order«d on the ram* 
pfurts to be ihot by their own countrymen. Thefe f^s carry widi them a force not to 
be eomradi^ed ; and when Mr. Dupleix writes me that his Britannick Majefiy's fla^ ibalT 
be no fimdion to his fubje<93 ; when on the open feas he, contrary to treaty, piratically^ 
with armed veflelsaflaultsand makes prifooecs our men going wiih a regular pai^rt from 
Madrafs toFortSu I>ayid ;. how cbear fully do I fuhmit it to his moft C^ittian Majefty to 
judge and punilb this breach of treaty, this affront to his Britannick Majefty. I havebe^ 
fete told you, that Trichinopoly was mortgaged to us, the bond is now in our hands ; it 
is a legal one. I have related to you, that weneverconfirmed the agreement of Trichi^ 
nopoly, and thetVencatrow, theMaidbre VackeeU i^ coowinced of it, and acknowledges 
it ; aiHl further, that he fays Salabatfikig has rio power ao give a laned for it s for that 
he has none himfelf. v 

By tbi( date of my letter to Chunda Saib, it appeara to have been wriAteo above i^ 
yea^ aftet we h%d joined Nabob Mahomed AUee, The purport was to inform him A^ 
Tricbioopoly was mortgaged to the EngUih, and defire he would ceafe conunittiag hof«- 
tiltties there ; fo great, gentlemen^ it your ignorance of real fads : and as groundleik 
is your aflertion that Chunda Saib was acknc^ledged by the whole province ^ be waa 
not by any one power in the country : as a proof of this, he was obliged immediately 
on his leaving Foodichery, by the help of your foKes to begin his aifiimed government 
by the bcft^Uig of fofits ^ for no oficer paid him obedience. Pleafe to remark the Maif*^ 
fore Vackeel's words : *^ You. are fenfiUe of the pretended right of Cbuoda Saibh who 
'' applied to Muftaphazing^^and by the aiBftance of the French proved a rebel, and is 
<^ ruining the inhabitants of the province by bis wickod proceeding;!." You fay that 
Hodjee Addee» our VackeeU-was fent to Chunda Saib to compliment him i your know- 
ledge of this a£uf, which I thiek may be doubted, is beyond oune : Hodjee Addee im- 
mediately on the death gf Nasirzing was difmtfled from his employs, and never fliKe 
that time truflbd. In regard to tl^ fecond letter to Chunda Saib, it tells him, that 
after the treacberotafr^aflafiinatioa of Natirzing, Nabob Mahomed Aliee was Subah of 
she Caroateck ; that be bad fince been confirmed by the Mogul and Gauzedey Cawns 
and that I would fupport him offering terms to Chunda Saib if he defified from his rebels 
Kon. Of all the pieces you have referred to, there ia not a fingle ailertton buf 
what has been proved groundiefs, the fupports of your pretended rights defbdive and 
null : they correfpond indeed with a wicked caufe, perpetrated with alTafinatioo, and 
cebdllioo. 
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Ic hM bcM often repeated to you, that we never had, nor liave any prifoners of yours r 
thofe in our fettlemeocs are there by the mutual agreement of your commandant and 
^ke Nabob. This a£i of ours was through a motive of compamon at your officers re- 
<|ueft« We are ready to furrender them when you and the Nabob agree on the terms. 
what others are in the Nabob's forts were made prifoners fighting^ againft him in his 
own.domioionSf and are by him confined. You are acquainted with this, a convinc-] 
ing proof is in Pondichery ; pleafe to aft your officers to whom they gave their parole, 
r You have been already Informed, that we were not ignorant of the &am inveAiuire 
^f MjDOtas A IleeCawn at Pondichery ^ that fugar was diftributed for the chikfrsn, and 
the cannon difcharged to awe oM women. How tender^ gentlemen, arc you in proteft- 
ing you did not fay thacSalabatzing could not make fuch an appointment ^ but yet fd- 
pleaUag,. lb tickling it was to your vanity, that you could not avoid letting us know that 
be did it with the mari^iiis's approbation, for whom it was not furprifrng that he had 
fome refpeft. This i&in French telling us what we have declared to you in Sngiith^ 
that Salabatzing is not at liberty to do as he pleafes, cannot make officers himfeff at 
Aurengabad^ but muft fubmit to Mr. Dupleix's approbation tt Pondichery. Prom hence* 
the murmurs and general difTatisfadlion that prevail amongA the omrahs and leading men 
from Aurengabad to the fea. The truth is» the rebellion at Delhi prevents the Mogul 
at prefent from putting an end to tbefe irregularities. What zSin of generoilty has the 
Nabob ever experienced from the enemy i Surely you cannot call the killing of his- 
father asid depriving him of his government fuch. Moous Allee Cawn may iiKleed be 
fenfible of the friendfbip of our nation, in leaving bis fort unmofeited^ when htk ytzx 
there was no force to oppoie it, and it^ recommending a friendibip between him and the 

Mabob; and if Mootas Allee Cawn did fufpend taking any advantages that offered^ it 
mufi be attributed to the fenfe he has of the illegality of the title you mvefted him with.. 

That we aim at keeping the Carnateck.is fo abiurd) that the very dtkxs made in the 

conference immediaitcly reftite it. . 

..Icannotconcor.withyou that Mr. Dupleix has made good hie declaration to mer 
he offered his pretentions to an examiaation, but it was fupprefled \ he allured me he 

dropped all ajMBofity to Nabob Mahomed Allee ^ but without waiting for a fcrutkiy of 

his faneds, it was declared pofltivcly he would never upon any account acknowledge him 

as Nabob of the province. 

I am very willing (and have already {hewn myfelf fo) to treat of measures for re- 

iloring tranqi^iUty \ but to what purpofe is it, when Mr. Dupleix will not co-operate 

with me; and infills on an acknowledgment of titles which have been already proved 

on/uft and illegal. 

It is very evident that the datee of commiilions cancel or prove their validity ; for in-' 
fiance, fuppofe a faned dated 1754, and another 1755, tiie former would of confe- 

quence, by the latter be revoked and annulled ; fo that what you have advanced on this- 

fubjeft falls of itfclf. 

Thus far in regard to fubjeiSs that have been introduced and difcufied during the con* ^ 

ference, it will not be foreign to the purpofe, I conceive, to exa^mine the propofals and 

anfwers of each party s as both declared their fincere inclination to refiore uanquility,. 

let it appear why it has not fucceeded. 

Empowered by Nabob Mahomed Allee, we conferred, what regards the other parties^ 

is fo dependant on this point, that it would of courfe be eafily adjufted ; therefore I 

(hall proceed to fay, we propoied Mahomed Allee ibould, ameable to his legal faneds, be 

Nabob of the province; and that he would give the French Jageers to the fame amount 

as the Englifh; a free liberty of trade (hould be impartially granted to botb^ and both 

be confidered a^ common friends to the Circar. 

Caa 



L 32 ] 

Can any thing be more rearonable, more equitable,' than to propofe that a prince in- 
vefted with a legal authority (hould be acknowledged as fuch by thofe who as ftrangers 
Five under his protei^ion. If it is not acknowledged it certainly (hould be difproved, 
cr the perfon dlfputing it without any legal authority, muft be deemed ading contrary 
to the eftabliflied laws of the country : What was the anfwer ? Without waiting for an 
examination of thefe titles, it was, that Mr. Dupleix never would on any account ac- 
knowledge Nabob Mahomed Allee as Suba of the Carnateck. 

When the Nabob offers to his enemies the fame . ad vantages as to his friends, and 
when thefe muft appear beneficial to all that think themfelves fubjeA to the efiablilhed 
government, what can a refufal of them mean, more than a firm refolution by power 
of arms to ufurp ? Let me add, that from thefe propcrfals the Englifli have not endea- 
voured to gain to themfelves any particular advantages, but are fatisfied, in obedience to 
the government, to be concerned as common friends with the French ; and that the liberty 
of trade (hould be mutual, without partiality to either. How unjuft then is the refiec* 
tion you make, gentlemen, that the Engliih defign to remain matters of the province 
under the name of Nabob Mahomed Allee : thofe very propofals refute it ; and if you are 
refolved that this (hall always be a point of divifion, we (hall always retain our juft 
fentiments and inclination for peace, and only defend when faoftile invafion requires it. 
So moderate are the Nabob's propofals, that to perfons unacquainted with fads, they 
would feem to come from a prince in diftrefs, and not one whofe army has never been 
repulfed ; but wherever his ffandard has been difplayed, the ipoils of the enemy's arms 
have been conflant marks of his vi£lory. 

The exprelHon you ufed when our propofals were made you is remarkable ; ** That 
** it would be at once giving up all." If your intentions are to ufurp all, it may be 
fo ; though it may be aflced at the fame time what- right you have to do it, or what 
reafon to exped a tame fubmiiBon to it, and this muft appear to all mankind unreafoii- 
able i probably yo^ may 9onclude that Nabob Mahomed Allee, fenfible of our friend(htp 
to him, will aft partially in his favours to us \ no doubt he vrill gratefully remember our 
fteady alliance to the Circar, but fo far as concerns what might be concluded and rati- 
fied by treaty. The contrafting parties, the King of Maiflbre, King of Tanjoreand 
Morarow, would guarantee it ; by this means the jealoufy is removed.' 

'No^w fojiowypur propofal to exempt Madrafs from a tribute of pagodas 4000 per 
annum, to fccure to us Poonamalee, to fee our debt paid, and to make a proviAon for 
Nabob Mahomed Allee in a private capacity. The marquis Dupleix's titles are to bo 
acknowledged as prince of all the territories to the river Krifna. 

By thefe conceffipns to us, ^nd the divefting the Nabob of his government, at firft 
view it would feem to be with a defign to tempt us to be villains, in betraying the 
truft repofed in us by the Nabob, by whofe powers we treated. If Mr Dupleix^ own 
afllons are of fo black a nature as to induce him to think fo meanly of the reft of man- 
kind, to them let him add this. But we have fome reafon to conclude that he weH 
knows that our alliance with the Circar, and attachment to the MoguKs legal officer, is 
fuch as not to be (hakenby any motivesof felf-lntercft, and rather think this is artfuly 
defigned to amufc his and our fupcriors ; but by writing them, how beneficial to our in- 
leieit his pfFcrs have been ? T his might be anfwered at once, that he would generoufly 
promife us what is not his to give. To inveft him with a power, to take not only them, 
but every thing clfe away from us when he pleafed : but I fljall defcend to particulars, and 
firft, Madrafs never has paid nor been taxed with fuch a tribute; next, we have a legal 
grant for Poonomalee ; and as to the third, it muft be done by a mortgage on other 
jcountries. Neither this nor the other two has Mr, Duplcix any power to do, or procure 
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dfeaually ; for wh«i MoriC fitlfy extorted Aom SalaUtaiog an 4>rder for tbe rtnU of tht 
RajamundruBi and Chkkakole countim, the Nabob of tWks gorcrArticat^ ^id ao re** 
gard to it, but di^rrfed tbe troops who W«re f«nt to coli«£l the revcAve. Thefe, geatle«> 
men^ are not fpecious arguoiemsy but fads which clearly prove the infuffictency of t^ 
. pow^r you aflume. 

Though yoa ihougkt fit by no other means to fct afide the Nabob's rights^ than po-' 
fitively to declare it was not Mr, D««pleiX's pleafure to aduiowlcdge them 4 this did 
not lead our commiflkries to make ufe of the like arbitrary w«flpoflft» w^ied an exa^ 
mination of tbe marquis's preteofions was prefied, they judged it an iinprpper rule for 
their condud, and chearfuily acceded to the propofal, with a refolution to acknowledge, 
if juft, and if not, to obje£l to them. Of the capital one from the Mogul, upon a 
ilight view the defe<^ appeared ; it had the feal of the precedent emperor of fo old « 
4ate as < 133 of the Hegyra : and when blots in fome othors alfo beeaoie obvious, you 
were ftaggered, and immediately liipprefled a fuither fcnstiny 4 the ceafon you alledged 
was weak, for aa examiofttion of the Nabob's would hare M<iher added to er diminifted 
tbe force of your faoeds ; befides, as thefe papers were produced by you vcduntarily, aa 
the firft and principal fubjed to be difcuflcd, fliould not it have been fiaiflied before kcQi 
matter was introduced ? You were fo fenfibie of their invalidity, that you declined tbe 
propofed examination of yotir faneds ; but Mr. Dupleix Toon funiifhed you with a (alve, 
that it was a duplicate ; that the original was in Pondichery ; that the error in the 
feal was a miftake of the Mogul's fecretary, in affiking the old emperor'a feal inftead of 
the prefent. To thefe I anfwer, that it is unufual to fend duplicates of faneds from tbe 
Mogul i that if this is admitted, as the duplicate is to fupply tite place xd the ori- 
ginal, common fenfe diAates that it ihould be in every refped the time as the original ; 
and that in patents transferring the right of kingdoms, great accuracy and oorrednefsb 
obferved ; and that the feal could not be the miSake of the fecretary, as it is univerfidly 
known, that after the deceafe of an emperor, his feal is never snade ufie of. As the 
falilty of this faned baa been palpably ptofe^ed, and thle argutneots to (upply its defers 
confoted ; as it is a faned from Ddiy, and not from Pon(Udiery, that will carry with it 
tbe proper weight 1 and as a total liippreflion has been made of an examination of the 
reft upon their defeds appearing $ for thefe reafens we do objed to, and deny the rights 
which Mr. Dupleix may from thefe papers pretend to, and regard him with that poiite- 
nefs which one nation owes another, only as governor of Pondichery and its depen* 
dencies. 

If, Gentlemen, this letter fliould appear fpun out to a girak length, impute it to a 
ilrong dcfire thai no one &iljtd you have advanced may be unrepiied to. Our fuperi- 
.crs may juftiy claim a right to be acquainted who commenced, continued, andfttll con- 
tinue this calamitout.war : you have very dtfingenuoufly faki the Engliih, but not fup- 
ported your allegation. In treating this point, I will be governed by thofe very rules 
you faav^ prefcribed : that the fundamental laws of the country are to acknowledge the 
Grand Mogul for fir ft fovereign ; the governor General of the Deckan for his reprefen«* 
^Sive in that country $ and the particular Governors appointed by the Governor Gene- 
.ral of tbe Deckan as holding their authority from him. 

Should we trace thefe troubles fo far back as the unhappy war between our two na- 
tions, we have the greateft reafon to complain ; for according to the eftaUtOied laws of 
nations, in a neutral prince's dominions peace fliould be preferved ; fi^ch prince has a 
jight to infid on it : and if after the lofs of Madrafs, Nabob Anaverdey Cawn, fenlible 
of tbe injury to his country through our misfortune, endeavoured to prevent future mif* 
chiefs, from this yoii can take no umbra^, without contradiding thofe fundamental 
principles by which the reft of the world are governed. This war fubfided, and foir.e 
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time after Muftaphazing, who had by his ill condiiA undergone a reproof from hfs 
unde Nazifzing, and difgufted retired to his fmall government of Adoni, where he 
was engaged in Tome difputes with his neighbours, when Chunda Saib, who had by 
ftratagem made his efcape from the Maratta*6, entered into the fervice of Berma 2^- 
meadar of Cheatal Darga as a Jemidar over two or three hundred horfe, and was de- 
feated in a battle fought with the people of Bedanore or Savanore. He firft inftilled into 
Muftaphazing the feeds of rebellion ; the fcheme was laid for feizing the government 
of the Carnateck) certain people who had before affifted Chunda Saih in the redudton 
of Trichinopoly, came into an alliance with them ; they colleAed what force they were 
able, and marched towards Arcot, a fkirmifh with the Circar's troops happened, when 
they were joined by the forces of their allies, a battle was fought wherein Nabob Ana- 
verdey Cawn was flain, Arcot was taken, and the ufurpation commenced. From hence, 
gentlemen, thofe calamities which have fo long prevailed took their rife-: Had the Englift 
'any concern in them ? None : Why then do you unjoftly caft the odium on them ? Let 
Mr. Dupleix produce a fancd from the Great Mogul or N^zirzing for deftroying the legal 
governor of the province and fomenting a rebellion ; I call upon him to do it, or hrs 
and pur faperiors muft plainly be convinced that he has aded in open violence to the 
fundamental laws of the country in rebdllng againft Nabob Anaverdey Cawn, the legal 
governor of the province, hoiding his authority from Nazirzmg, the Governor General 
of the Deckan, the reprefentative of the Great Mogul $ an obedience to which you 
have laid down as the fundamental laws of the country, and confet^uently ought to 
obey. 

As every thing that has fmcc happened is evidently the ttkGt of that rebellion of 
which Chunda and his allies were the caufe, it is but a reafonable aflertion that they are * 
the authors of the whole ; and on the contrary, thofe who have wirhftood thefe rebeb 
zSdng in oppofition to the fundamental laws of the country, are juftified^ This you 
may urge is a conclufion Very general^ but it is a juft one^ 

RebelKon can only be fupported by ads of violence : fuch have appeared ; the lives and 
property of the (ubjedt were invaded ; Mahomed Allee^ fon to Nabob Anaverdey Cawn, 
invefted with the Trichinopoly government, which was the principal one of the pro- 
vince, after Arcot was taken/ faithful to his mailer,: protefted the rights of the Circan 
Here, gentlemen, the £ng!i(b firft make their appearance ; from the Mogul and his 
officers thay had received phirmaunds for their fettlements and trade, and lived under the 
protedion of his governors ', and it was but gratitude to fupport his officers^ it was 
juft too. They joined Mahomed AUee, and acquainted Nazirzihg with the ftate of 
the province y he approved of their condud, wrote to Mahomed Alice to be firm in 
the government of the Carnateck, marched himfelf to fettle the province^ and then 
confirmed Mahomed Allee in it ; Muftaphazing, fenfible of his error, fubmitted ; but 
Chunda and his allies continued rebel lious^ a confpiracy was formed with the Cuddapa 
and Condanore Nabobs, and Nazirzing the lawful Prince of the Deckan was afla/Snated. 
So true is what I have before faid, that rebellion nMift haverecourfe to, and be fupported 
by a£b of vio!ence; this commenced icith the death of the lawful governor of the Car- 
uateck, and was continued by the ailaffination of the Great MogtiKs viceroy of the 
Deckan. Thefe are fads which clearly prove that Mr. Dupleix (not we) who com-> 
snenccd, ftiU continues, this war» and as we have a£ted very conformable to, fo has he 
in open violation of thofe fundamental laws of the country, which he is fuhjed to, and 
ought to obey. In your memorial of a faned, I do not obferve, gentlemen, one fof 
this authority i if you have any, pleafe to produce it, or acknowledge you had no right 
ta 9& thus, but have aAed as an ally to a rebcL 
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After the aflaffinationy Muftaphazing was releafed and fet up as prince of the Dec- 
lun, who, with Chunda and Naztrzing's treafure and jewels, were conduced to Pon- 
dichery. It was induftrioufly fpread about that a divifion was made of thofe jewels and 
treaftires. Some gratuities might be diftributed to the vilUins who .aded their parts 
in the betraying and aflalTinition of Nazirzing ; but the fupporter of this rebellion, 
haying the right of pofleffion, took for himfelf the greateft part Muftaphazing 
had a fmall matter generoufly beftowed yn him for his expences; greater honours were 
indeed allowed him, thofe of prince of^the Deckan, and to Chunda Saib the fubafliip 
of the Carnateck. It wasa prudent meafure firft t,o appoint a prince of the Deckan and 
fubah of the Carnateck ; for who will difpute but a prince of the Deckan has a . power 
to.give jageers, and a fubah of the Carnateck to govern the province. Nabob Maho- 
med AUee indeed might, afk whether all this was done by the Mogul's order, and if Mr. . 
Dupleix cannot (as is it well known he cannot) produce any of the faneds ; every thing 
from this ipQck authority prooeding» isdefe£live, contrary to. the.e(|aiiK(hedJaw&-of the 
country, and only the adis of rebels. To proceed, gentlemen,) Mofiaphazing, thus ac- 
Qdrding to the fermtf of Popdichefy regularly invefted,, began his governments it is faid^.by 
a^sbf geherofity for. the aflaffinatton.of his uncle; to Mr.Dupleix a.Iargediftrid, to ma^ ' 
dam Pupleix another, to tbegentlemcaof the fuperior council each according to his rank, 
jageers to the officera according to (heir rank, the fame to .Mr. Dupleix's black mtnifters 
likewffe ; though to do juftice to the gentlenaen of> the fuperior coundl^ I never heard that 
they have had ai|y fbarein the management of .thefe'affairs> but (ilently'condeninand . 
deteft them ; the (ame I may fay of the gentlemen officers. Thefeare what Mr. Dupleix 
calls his rights : 'it may be by fome imagined that, thefe gratuities were intended as a 
reward for the aflaffination of Nazirzing only.; no, the rebelUon was ftiil to be profe-. 
Quted. Muftaphazing faw and heard the murmurs in the army, then awed by. the. 
gUQSof Pondichery.; he dreaded their fury when they were removed from thence, knew 
Bie horrid murdei- was. unanimpufly detefted, and was ftndble that a power ufurped. 
muft be fupported by force, aod that he could. neyereftaUUh hia.g;pvernment in theDeci* 
l^an without it $ the French -^troops werc.neceflfary^ they. accordii^Iy joined him ; bot 
Ibort- lived is power ufurped by isulireft nveans:; after a fifiw days march from Pondt* 
chery, the Nabobs of Cadaapah ;ind Gomdamore, who had murdered Nazirzing, put 
an end to his lifef aild gfiirpation. i J ^compaded this prince fo.far, that I might, as I. 
hwiD. With his rebellioOi conclude with his fate, fucb as isgenlsrally the end of ufurpers. 
I Aall now return to the provincQ: Chunda Saib and his allies, foon after the departure 
of Muftapbazing, took the field 4nd begun their operations^ by plundering, befieging.of 
forts, and by. force garriibnihg^tAem. . Nabob Maihomed AUee on the mjurderof Nazir- 
sung h^d t^enlrofug^ in Trid^ioopoly, where the Engliih fent a fmall detachment for. 
his fecurity ; ^nd on Chunda Saihs taking the field with his allie.s the EngUOi detached* 
a larger force t6 join the Nabob's ^roiy, which after taking of Verdachilum, they did 
near Volconda; here a . (kirmiih happened, and 'at Utatore another ; the rebels being 
greatly fuperior, the Nabob's army xcofTed the Cauvery and Coleroon, and. encamped 
under the cannon of Trichinopoly, the rebels fplIov«(ed; ati a fiege* waa impraf^icablc^. 
ifacy formed a blockade for feveral months^ and raifed;worksv buc.at fuch a diflanee aa. 
proved of no fignification.. At length .<he Maiflbcc^s ind Mprarow joined /he Nabobs 
when the rebels,, to <k>. tfaem jtiflice, made a good letreat .with their cannon. and: baggage 
to Seringham, Which in a ihort time capitulated ; and the tj-aUor Chunda Saib* who had 
formed a defign of efcaping by promifes to Monagdr, was io' the fulnefs of his crimes, 
executed. Pleafe to remark, gentlemen, as. the French continued their aUim:e with/ 
Chunda Saib, the £nglifli were firm in their attachment to Nabob Mahomed Allee, whe. 
b^d received a legal phirmaund from Nazirzing s the death .of t^at prince did. not: 
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CAiKcl this phirmaoiid ; be wat kilM fa^ rebels ; the gjbvernment was (>/ tHem uflirped ^. 
the Nabob, faithhd » his ibvcfcign, ftiU concinued to defend his rights. We wrote to 
Ihe Mogul of the re\rolution, and our auachment to the Circar, and defired his ord^, 
ibat we might suEt.'m obedience to them. He wa& gractoufly pleafed to fend Nabob Ma- 
homed AHee a phirmavnd for the Carnateck, to appoint Gauzedey Cawn viceroy of the 
Deckan, wholikewifq ^anttd Nabob Mahomed AUee a faned, and gave us orders to 
fopport him : this phirmaond from the Mogul, diU ianed and thefe orders from Gau- 
»dcy Cawn h«ve never been revoked ; from which it is obvious, tha£ Nabob Mahomed- 
Allee Cawn*s tide is j\A, and that weiiave a£led according to t^jc ftuid^diental laws of 
the country ; and zs MuQaphasing never could receive any faned from the Mogul, nor 
is it the leaft probable that any would ever have been granted to a puUick difturber of 
the peace of the country ; fuch rights as Mr. Dapletx may pretend to defire from him, 
fuch authority as Chunda Saib mi^ have alledged for the Camateck, afe unjuft, ille« 
gal, and of no force $ and;confeqiieat)y Mr. Dupleix is proved by thefefads to prolong 
the waV) contnury to the eftaUtfhed govcrinmiit. 
' As I havtidifctified the afihira of tbis province^ which vftw IranfaStd on your part 
by a pretended audiority frona Mufkapkasiag, 1 Ihatt now retwn to the araay*, the 
command of which was given to SalabataJng, who wureleaftd'firom confinement} ami 
your troops, very indiQerent wh* it was, fo as they had a ^ptci(M« pretence, continued 
their march wkh him to Hydvafaad- Ae foon at the news of the aASoation of Ka- 
Kira&ng reached Dcily, Gaui^edey Cawn.reccivedfrom the Mogul a faned for the Deckan.. 
Some months were %ent ua fettling thie affair, when he marcSed ar the bead of fm army 
tewards his govemmene^ and arrived at Aurengabed, where he was pdifentd by Sale-- ^ 
betfting's mother. Here, gthdemeo, is anptber horrid aA to JuppOM that caufe, the |uft« '^ 
ntb of whkb yon take fo much pains to defend } and when the mother was with the- 
Omrahs, entreating her fon Salaibatzing to difmiA tlie French troops, bitter was bis re». 
p)]P, that had fte not poifoned his^ uncle, hfi might peaceably have enjoyed feme fmatb 
government under him, bee now be detained tte Frendi as his ieeuri^. Stuifp with 
j^tmode, (be netired to her tent, fetling iive to it wiieb defign toperUh in the Smm^ 
but was prevenaedv In this appears a plain conviAioft'tkat §ilabat9ing acknowlec^^ 
Gaqzcdey Cawn, and wvuld have fubmittod to hioK He remains at the bead of his 
ajrmy at Auringabad, environed by a French guard, and (as i have had the honour al«^ 
ready to tell Mr. Dupleix) not at liberty to afi iashepfitafes, incontiMal apprehenfiona- 
fcom the Omrabs, who are in general diflatis&td* The pbtrmaund fvem the Moguk 
to Nabob Mahomed Allee is ftill in force, and confirmed by hisvifier Shccaubudy Cawn». 
fon to Gauzedey Cawn, I hiave already told yott> (halt be forth-coming. By a train o£ 
hSU clofely cenne^d, I am pbrfuadedof thejdftne&of the Nabob's Otle, arid confer 
q^cody our alliance with him, will- to yours and oarfuperiors appear that you have 
ingcnioufly endeavoured to throw that odium qn us, whkh a (eries of ctrcemAjuKte 
prove you the authors of; and that you commencsd) continued, and (Kit continue a ca^ 
lamitew war, contrary to the fundamental laws of the country, every one mvft b^cen* 
vinced of* I am forry, gentlemen, propofals fo leaibnable, fo moderate, fo juft, and 
fo beneficial to your real tntereft, as thoft which our commiffiirtes had the honour ta 
make you, (bouM meet with fo cold arecepuon \ I vnwl^ if there were any grounds,. 
I: wouid hope that Mr. Dupleix figiuiiig to himfeif' the idea, and as fiokn a riling ground 
beholding the group of mtferies Ringing from peifoiw, aiGiffinations, breach of coni- 
fonguinity, thoufands by different deaths^ pesi(hing, yet left miferable than thonfands for-^ 
viving, he wouM conclnde that the happinefe of a nthole people muft be of more imi^ 
portance than the ambition of one fUjed fatisfied ^ fuch crimes ; and if be wilt 
ftU refled further, that this fchemc during a ceuffc of nve years, fepporled by the per^ 
4 getratioa: 
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petmtioft of criAM flbocking to relate, affiflad by 9rmi«s generally fuperior io mitn<» 
bf r, yet always defeated, has been as yet fruftrated ; confcious of the Wickednefs of the 
defign, be would prefer peace» .and hearken to reafonable meafures fer reftoring tran* 
quilicy ; but if refolved ftill to purfue his plan» be rauft know that the fame fata mea- 
fures which have already ferved to difconcert, will vigoroufly continue to oppofe it. 

Pieafcy gentlemen, to acquaint Mr. Dupleix, that whatever pieces I receive front 
him are tranfmitted to my fuperiors ; and I am perfuaded be will dame the (amejuftice 
in tranfmftting mine to his, as it will furoiCh them with the furefl means to judge of the 
leal fiate of affairs on this coaft. I have the honour to be^ 

Gentlemen^ 
.Fort St. George^ . the Your moft obedient humble Servant^ 

15th Feb. 1754. Thomas Saunp£RS» 

To tbi hmiurahUJThtaaiaA Saunders, Efq'y Govirnor •/ Madra& 
Sir, 

We have received the writing in form of a letter, which you did us the honour to 
addrefs to us in the time when our laft Europe (hip was on the point of failing. The 
French interpretation could not be finiflied foon enough to fend it by that conveyance. 
We doubt not but you have fuppUed this want» and put it in the power of your fuperi* 
^rs to communicate, if they think proper, to ours, this laft writing; of which we could 
give them but a flight knowledge. W« did al) in our power to fulfil what you recom* 
giended to us on this point ^ we are now going to reply a little more kifure to the ho- 
nour you have done us in prolonging our coiprtuffion as deputies of our nation* 
, We ihall begin, /ir> with confeffiag to y6u that being at Pondiphery, we at the u£- 
' moft only flattered ourfelves, that you would honour us with an anfwer on the fubje<£l 
^f our prifoncrs at Trichinopoly, wbofe miferable fituation induced us to intercede witi% 
you for them, before our departure from Sadrafs : it was no longer their liberty that 
we demanded, only the prefervation of their livea ; and we a£led in this, lefs as depu* 
ties tb^n as members of of the FreAeh natbn* We were therefore doubly furprifed at 
the reading of your letter ; firft at your leaving ua in the dark about the fuccefaof ou( 
requefl, and then at your pleaiing to continue with us the difcuifion of what had been 
treated in the conferences at Sadiafs. Witbreg^d to thia lafl pointy we have requeued 
of our goverAor to give bis confent to o^r entering on one more ad of our pafl dig< 
nity i and we made him fenfible of our reafons, among which give ua leave* to remark to 
you the deilre we have of juftifying ourfelv^s, in your opinion. Sir, and in the opinton* 
pf all that may read your writing, from the reproaches you have there throwa on. uflk. 
Wedefire no more than the ftri£^efljuflice. 

The firft reproach is, ta hav€ btin wantpq in ufytH and rtg^ri towards your com^ 
miflaries, in making them wait at Sadrafs. We might complain. Sir, that you put us* 
|o this necefSty by not fending us the necel&ry pafTports. Their delay indeed wa^ 
^ttcky for us ; for if we had received them a fortnight fboner, we. tiould have run ai 
lifque of meeting with fome misfortune on the road, which, as it was, we did not 
pafs without danger from the quantity of water we yet found. 

If you would pleafe to acknowledge on the fide of the French commifTaries, an equal 
nd)t to complain of want of regard and refpeA, you would find them'bettev founded. 
This does not point at the peribnal behaviour of your comniiflaries, at which we can* 
not but exprefs our fatisfa£tion, but at the manner in which they were obliged to a<5t 
with us. When we produced our titles, the very next day after our arrival,, the aad oC 
Jantiary^ although you are pleafed to fay it was not till after a fortnight; they aafwered 
lis that tbejf weie not fent to tceait vgoa title3> but to piopofe to uathe preliminary vou 
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liaa prcfcribcd as the bafis of the whole negotiation. Tht« was to acVnowlcdgc Ma- 
homed AUee, &c. Forced, -however, by the fentiments of natural juftice, they could 
not rcfufc to promifc us that they would Lmmediately get his titles fent from Madrafs. 
They wrote accordingly, and received for anfwcr, that they were at Trichinopoly. We ' 
again demanded that they fliould be fent for; and while we were waiting for tiiem, you • 
rtcallcd your commiffaries, who declared to us the €nd of the conferences the 4th Fe- 
bruary, and a£tuaHy*fet ont the 6th. 

Notwithftandrng all this, Sir, you found a fecond reproach to make us, on the im- 
fatitnce which hindend its uaiiing longer for tht arrival of thofs titles. Where were wc * 
to wait for them ? and how long ? Vouchfafe to confider that your deputies fet out from 
Sadrafstwo days before us 5 for wc did not begin our journey tilUhe 8th in the morn- 
ing ; and that you tell us in your laft letter, that the titles in queQion are yet on the 
road from Trichinopoly \ you invite us neverthelefs beforehand to come tp Madrafs to 
fee them. Wc cannot guefs how mudi it may take more for their arrival there; be- 
fides, what would be the efFed ? Judgment may be formed froin what has already 
paffled, and from tfhe refkrftions which we have already fufficierttly made on thefe titles, 
fuppofing even that you could actually produce them. Among thefc titles you fpeak of 
fome, which though of an old date, are neverthelefs now mentiorred for the firft time. 
Such is the Mogul's phirmaund in favour-of Mahomed Alice. We ihaJI fee hereafter 
how you feek to contrive fome. probability for this piece, becomes nectflary in order to 
oppofe to the phirmaund of that emperor in favour of the marquis Dupleix. 

You tax us in the third place with precipitation and lightnefsy in beReving and ad- 
vancing as aiteficd fa6fs fitch as we cannot knew with any certainty. The utmoft of 
onr defire is however. Sir, that they will be pleafcd in Europe to pay regard, both in 
your writings and in ours, to fuch parts only as are fupponed with proofs. But to fee 
ff your reproach be well founded, let us take by way of example the very fai^on which 
you attack tis, arid of whfch you are fpecially concerned to (hew the falfity, as well as 
our precipitation in giving belief to it. 

- This is the promife of Trichinopoly, niade by Mahomed Allec to the MailToreans 
and guaranteed by the Engli(h: wc founded, and do found our belief of the firft part 
on two authentick ads made by Mahomed Allec, and confirmed by oath. The /c- 
cond, which regards' you, is clearly exprcflcd in the letters of Me/Trs. Gingcn, Cope, 
and yourfelfj Sir j thofe of the two former arc addrefled to Nanderauze, one of the 
minifters of the Raja, and yours to himfelf. 

Is it believing lightly after fuch evidences i We knew now that you pretend never to 
have wrote fitch a thing eithtrto the Raja or his minijlers. Lei us fee then whether the 
arguments you produce to perfuadeof this. Ought to work in us a change of that fcn- 
ciment which the letter abovementioned had veryjuflly given us. 

In the firft place, the Mai ff,re envoy who is with you, is convinced^ you fay, Sir, thai 
you never took part in the engagement in qutftion ; but his mafter, better acquainted' with 
hi^own affairs, advarKes the contrary. He has put into our hands the pieces which 
/uftify his affertion \ he emiwwered us to profecute it, and to th*s end fent one of his 
envoys with us when we went to Sadrafs. Which of thefc two authorities fliould 
prevail ? . 

In the fecond place, you fend us i copy of a letter which may^ add you, have fom 
reference to what we believe, and the contend of which deceived us. It is in reaKty very 
much like that which wc produced. There is no diflerence, according to the tranflat on 
wc have got of it, except that the article, importing your cfrgagement, is left out, and 
a phrafc with which we have no reafori to be pleafed, totally changed. What woeld 
you have us think of this difference? On one fide, you tell us that it is regiftered 
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ct Madrafs, the fame as you communicate it, and it would look ill in us not to believe 
-you : on the other fide, it is in the hands of the Raja, fuch as we produce it. The 
conformity between the two {hews that the draft produced by the Raja is not a made 
piece : the want of erazements and interlinations which wouid appear in this draft, if 
.ihe Raja had altered it, convinces us that he has not attempted it. 7'his is the riddle 
of which we leave the unravelling to different people from us, and proceed to your third 
argument ; it is drawn from one of your letters to Chundah Saib, the which you woulcl 
jnfinuate we omitted with defign, although we mentioned it^ and communicated it at 
the .fame time with that which' makes the prefent queftion. The advantage you pro- 
pofe to 6TZV\from this letter, turns on the mention you there make of the engagement 
ofTrichincpoly to the Englifli, before that which was made to the Maiiroreans, as if 
the firft demonftratcd the impoffibility of the fecond. The marquis Dupleix has al- 
ready (hewe<J you. Sir, in his letter of the i8th February, 1752, that the engagement 
made to the Englifh could not be brought fo far back as the Epoch ; you aflBgn it, but 
fuppofmg the faft to be as you fay yourfelf, might not the necef&ty of afFa cs which 
induced Mahomed Allee to make a fecond engagement^ have led him likewife to conhrm 
it by facrificing the firft to the wapt and the dcllre you had of fixing the MailToreans in 
your party ? We dare not take upon vs ta fay, as thefe people advance ; that is, that 
your real defign was, not to abandon your views on Trichinopoly, even when yoa 
gave them your promife -, and they judify their aflfertion by the xondu^S you have ob-^ 
ferved towards them. 

• For us, we (hall be content wich reprefentingtoyou, that, by yjout own confcffion, youi 
cannot produce the engagement you pretend to have been made to you, as a reafon pro- 
per to prove, that you took no part in that which was made to the Mai/roreans. You) 
add. Sir, almofi inftantly^ in. your letter, that being become a mediaUT between Ma- 
homed Allee, and Nandi Raja, the M^iflbre minifter, you adviftd the vackul^ or envoy,, 
tf tbi Raja t$ $bta:n a faned from Salabatzing. How is it pofllble you (bould have 
given him fuch advice to fecure Trichinopoly to him, if you had rights upon it ; had 
you foi^otthefe rights in making- an advance fo contrary to them ? At leaft, it appears, 
that in writing this laft article, you was crouded whh fo many ohjeds, that they made 
you forget what you had faid to us a little before* You was in a hurry to produce this, 
envoy again, to infinuate through bis means^ and in bis^name, many things efftntial ta 
your caufe, which you would wiih to be true, or at leaft to be believed in Europe^ 
Such are the uncertainty of the authority of Salabatzing, the invalidity of the rights of 
Chunda Saib, the nobil'uy of Mahomed Alice, a frpow giv.n to him by Naturzingfor 
the government if ibi Carnaiick* This invediture confirmed by the Mogul, and by a» 
letter, from .Gauzedey Cawn, if this envoy had read your own thoughts. Sir, he could* 
not have better collc£led under one point of view, all the different articles which you: 
bave at heart to confirm, among which the phirmaund of the Mogul in favour of Ma-' 
homed Allee does not hold the laft rank \ for the reft he does not talk like a. man ofi 
this country, in afcribing fo much honour to Mahomed Allee, for his having received a 
ferpaw from Nazirzing, and in declaring binvby this token governor of the Carnateck. 
The Moors and Indians all know that a ferpaw, which commonly is only a prefent o& 
ibme cloth, is not a diftinflion to build fo much on, and mucA lefs a proof of an em- 
ploy given. Perhaps this envoy fpoke with a defign to fupport only on conj^dlure, a. 
point which he knew not to be true : he (hould have ufed the fame circumfpedlion in 
mentioning the Mogul and Gauzedey Cawn. Before we leave this envoy, give us leave- 
to remark of how much weight can be all that he has wrote, and all that he fays. The- 
letter which you quote of his. Sir, refers plainly to the time when the Maiflbreans,.. 
kaagued with you^ bad the fame interefts, and declaimed in the fame tone againft Sa* 
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la1)ateing, igainft Chunda Satb, and againft us, in favour of Mahomed Alice ; and at 
to what this envoy may fay at prefent, if you have a mind to know his true fentiments, 
give him leave to exprain himfelf at twenty leagues diftance from Madrafs ; he will cefl 
you he was fenc by the mtnifter Nandi Raja to engage you to perform thoTe very pro* 
mifes, which you deny upon his own evidence. We have been afllired from goo4 
hands, that you have detained him againft his inclinations : ceruin people who would 
be prying into all myftertes, pretend that you do it with a defign to make it be believed 
in Europe that the MaiiToreans are not far from returning to your party, &nce they keep 
an envoy with you. But without detaining ourfelves on Chefe kinds of politicks, we 
continue our juftification. 

The fir ft reproach which prefents itfelf, after thofe which we have already refuted, is that 
of an ixcfffive vanity^ whch hlindfd us U that degne^ as to make us demand the m%ft impru* 
dent/y in the w^rldj that our tltUs /heuld be examined. Others than you » Sir, will fee ta 
our proceeding a difference quite oppofite to vanity ; and thofe that {hall read what was 
wrote on one fide and the other on this fubjed by the deputies of the two nations, wiU 
remark, that in your letter you put in your own drefs what pafled in the conferences, to 
take an advantage which the truths of the fafts, which we fuppofe you have not had 
leifure to examine, would not give you. It will be feen in the authentick writings, 
which we refer to, that we only rrfufed to give copies of our pieces till you had pro* 
duced yours ; and there alfo will appear the very well grounded reafons we had to adl 
in that manner. If you have a mind to know what was our defign in advancing that 
your commiflTaries had orders to difpjte our rightF, it was only to defcribe what had 
pafled in our conferences, when, after the account that was given you of thefirft com- 
municaton of our pieces, you fent inftead of titles, which we had been made toexpe£(, 
interpreters to examine ours afrefli. Our pieces were fo entrufted to them, diat 
they were taking copies in a feparate chamber from that which we were in. It was 
upon certain words of your commilTaries, through which we faw, that fome lixret 
piece of bufinefs was preparing at Trichinop^ly ; and upon the declaration which was 
repeated to us of the neceffity of acknowledging Mahomed Allee, previoufly to every 
thing, that one of us went and withdrew as well the pieces as the copies, by this time 
atmoft finifhed, faying, that we would again produce all of them, and even the origi* 
nals (for we had brought only attefted copies) as foon as you ihould have in readineis 
thofe you ought to communicate, and have it in your power to produce them. For the 
reft, your interpreters did not fay a word againft our pieces ; and if we nay aflume a 
right of ailening any thing without proof, we could pronounce with truth, that they 
found them irreproachable. Your commiflaries amufed us to the end of the conferences 
in the chicanery, which may be feen in their writings, and of whidi we leave the 
judgment lo thofe to whom it (hall belong. 

X ou had your realbns, Sir, for adding to ail the other reproaches aicx»dy pointed out^ 
that of our ignorance of the faSfi ; but you are not more lucky in the choice of the ex* 
ample by which you would convince us. It is* on the fiibjed of one of your letters to 
Chunda Saib, which we quoted to (hew that you talked to him ftili as a friend, when 
he was on his way to Trichinopoly. This letter is of the month of Auguft 1751 ; 
it is mentioned in that of the marquis Dupleix of the i8th February 17^3, upon this 
your anfwer, to prove our ignorance^ that hy the date of your ieittr it muft navi'ieen tvrou 
above a year afier ym had joined Mahomed Allee. Does this prove that it was not of the 
time we referred to it P No afiuredly ; nay, admit if you choofe it, that it was even 
later than we make it, it will only be a ftronger proof of what we advanced, as it will 
make it appears, that you kept up ftill longer with Chunda Saib the appearances of friend- 
fiiip, true or falfe s let our ignorance reft. Sir, on that, we place the declarations of 
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. Gcttn^fliip you made to Chundai Saib> m a time when you had already joined his enemy *. 
whole year ; this laft prcumftance does not render our affertiori falfc : and if your condudt 
gives the lie to yoiU" letter, the contradi(3ion falls raiher on you than on us. It car- 
ri^ lAd^ed aa. accuTation o£ quite a different nature^ from jgnorancey which you impute 
to MSU 

, It is however after this fo lucky an imputation, that you think you have a right to 
overfet with one fmgle word what we ha J advanced upon the jutieft grounds, and to 
advance on your patt, wkat is. contradi(2cd hy a crowd of witnclfes. How can 
you fay,. Sir,. thatChunda Saih never wa:^ acknowledged (at Icaft you add by any one of ^ 
authority) and that he was. obliged on his leaving Pondichery, to beficge the ftrong 
places of the Province. Name one fingle ficge that he made, except that of Chet- 
teput,, a place that bad for, many years belonged to his perfonal enemy, and which, 
even he only invefted to. make him pay the money he owed to the Circar : be had then 
in. his camp and. in his attendance the greateft part of the lords of the country. 
We aflett what we law, and what we could get attollcd By thoufands of witnefles> if 
it was neceflfaiy : but you. know very w^ll yourfelf, that if the whole country had not 
been, in- fubmiffion and p(;aceabley. Chunda Saib would never have entered upon the 
fiege.of Trichinopoly^ wherein, notwitbftanding all your ailurances of friendihip, bo 
could never dpubt but you would oppofe him. The truth, of this is, that, little do you 
concernyxiurfelf how. muqh the invalidity of vifhat you alledge appears here, provided * 
ibe.fame evidence cannot be given in Europe*. 

You are contented with. replying on the fat^of Hodgee Addee,^.from which it ap-. 
pears plainly, that theEoglilh^ themfelves did acknowledge Chunda Saib, that what 
wi kmw oftbU affair may bs called in quiftion^ and is beyond your knoiidedge. Only a few^ 
lines after this anfwer you conclude, that in all our pJeas there is not me truefu^f^ or om 
that has not b^en re/ut^dt You are in the ridit. Sir, if. the* method of refuting which 
we haye.bqen juftxd)ferving appears to yoH fumcient, of which the very refpet^ we haver 
for yoii muil make us. doubt* It is* however found convenient for the avoiding all per« 
plexities; it woald have been a.great one io the plan of, the hiftory you propoTed to ex« 
iiibit, if in the courfe of it you bad found Chunda Salb acknowledged and peaceable 
pofleflbr, in tracing the rife that you would affigii to the prefect war. You firiveyour 
utmoft to prove that the French besin it, and to that end yo^ advance, that before 
this the French had a quarrel with Anavexdey Cawn, which- has been demonftrated to 
you to have been totally finilhed before the beginning of that now in qu'eftion. Btit 
Mahomed Allee, you will fay, is fon of AnaverdeyCawn, difpoiiefled by Chunda Sa^bf 
and we only fupport bis rights, which Chunda Saib. had ufurped. What,vSir, are the 
rights of Mahomed Allee derived from his father in a moveable government i Did Ma^ 
homed Alice himfelf pretend to have any till you forced him to fuppofe fo? Was not 
all fettled with him as he defu^d it, tilt you led him to revolt ? This is hot founded 
on ilmple alleg2^ions9 the proofs exift and have often been {hewn you. 

In vain do you endeavour to make but one of thefe xyfo diiFerent wars ^ yoM will find 
no connexion between them but fuch as two fucceeding events mvJk' necefiarily have : 
the eflForts you make to eftabliih another, to juftify you in the war you are now makings 
proves clearly that this laft gives you no pretextrto ad in a maimer as if the French did 
appear to be the authors. 

The detail you ha^e taken the. trouble to gp through, of what has pafled fince the 
^Qcha you have chofe to fix, would furnifh us with a fair field to take our< revenge fpf 
the.reproach you.fo frequently make uf on the fubjed.of fa(^ i but it is with regret we 
fee ourfelves in a Ittuation to conteft on Xudi ^ matter with the chief of a nation, and 
cfpeciaily of ^ours^aivLwe (halldx<peo& with it asfar as pofliblc; we can do it on 
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this occafion, without appearing to abandon either the tntereft of our nation or of the 
truth. The marquis Dupleix addrefled to you, Sir, two years ago a recital of tbefe fame 
events, to which you have not yet given any anfwcr. -We refer to the memorial of the 
1 8th February 1752, all fuch as would attain a true knowledge of the affairs in queftion. 
The difference they will find between your narrative and that which we fpeak of, is that 
the marquis Dupleix does not fupport what he advances on his fole authority^ but that 
to every fa£t he annexes the proof. 

We refer it in the fame manner to the pieces and memorhds of the marquis Dupleix, 
for the information of thofe who are to judge of the grievances of the two nations, and 
which you difplay fo pompoufly to the advantage of yours ; we do not deny that they 
will have reafon to be furprifed in Europe at what has pafled in India between Euro- 
peans, whofe fovereigns and the bodies of the nations are in peace ; but the point is to 
fee on which fide the blame (hould falL You complain bitterly that our governor de<r 
dared to you that your flag fhould no longer be a fecurity to you : fuch an article 
merited that you (hould have quoted the letter ; and you will give us leave, at leaft to 
doubt, from the ftrong reafons that we have to believe he never did write to you in 
this tone. He might however in fome degree have been flxpported in it : Had he not 
a right to make reprifals after you had infulted and torn down the French flag firom the 
places where it was planted, and demoliflied Covelong after a pofleffion of two years 
and a half ; but the French^ went to St. Thome ; fuppofing that true, does St. Thome 
belong to you i But the country houfes of the Enelifli were burnt ! their furniture carried 
off, fome of which was brought to Pondichery ! It was in a Moor*s country, that the 
Moors, lawfully enraged, madrthefe expeditions, although fome French might have beei> 
found in the croud at a time when the body of the French detachment refufed to follow 
Rajah Saib on thefe kinds of expeditions, what would there be furprifing in it i Without 
commending thofe whom it maj concern^ we may venture to fay, that their fault will 
.be nothing to compare to that of vour people, who carried fire even into our limits. 
' But the governor of Pondichery ftopped fome Engliih troops paffing through the road 
of that town : was he to blame, fince thefe troops were going to the camp of Mahomed 
Alice f that againft all reafon you keep our people prifoners at Cuddalore; and that he 
had reafon to believe you would embark them to fend them out of the country. 

We do not. Sir, but the lift of your grievances is well fumiflied to reply to all thofe 
that can be oppofed to you : there remains to make the comparifon and verification. 
This laft point will be often cmbarraffing ; but a fure rule to judge of the exce(s of the 
two nations would be this, let it be feen on which fide appears moft animofity. The fame 
fpirit which has guided the C'MOTd and the fire to aA, guides alfo the pen to write. It 
may be feen in the writings of the two chiefs on which fide haHh expreiBons, the fe- 
vered reproaches, and the moft offenfive invefiives reign principallv. We fliall not 
think of anfwertng thofe which your laft letter is filled with againft- our governor; if 
on one fide we are touched with them, on the other we cannot be led to ofllend the 
leaft in the world againft that refpeA which we are willing always to ftiew to your poft. 
Tlie marquis Dupleix cannot but approve a modefty of which we find the model in his 
writings : we fee in them that you reproach him continually with the hlachfi rf cwduB^ 
tfffafftnaiions^' poifiningSj fome of which too have no foundation but fables which you 
have adopted, and which we never before heard of; fuch is that which concerns the 
mother of Salabatzing : you ftrive to make htm appear as the author or the accomplice 
of all thefe crimes. Nothing more however is requifite for his full jtiftification but to 
read your own narrative. On his fide, he never (peaks to you. of the death of Churnfa 
Saib, but on thofe occafions where yourfelves oblige him to it, and then in the ^on^ 
cifeft manntr, although nothing fo ihockinghas pifledy nor that can with more-gixmnds 
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lie imputed to Europeans. Itfeems tou$, Sir, (give ut leave to tell you fo) that it 
would better become the chief of a nation, fuch as you are, to let this crime reft witk 
thofe diat did it, than to jullify it by giving room to believe that the whde nation ap- 
prove it* You have endeavoured to difguife the afiair by feveral means ; at laft you 
agree that Chunda Saib was executed as a criminal ; fo far is certain, that his head was 
cut off at the breaking up of a council, at which the chief of vour army affifted ; it is faid 
that even this council was held in his tent. It is therefore of the £ngli(h that it might be 
demanded with much more jufiice, than of us $ whence derive their right to judge, and 
to put to death in an infamous manner Nabobs and governors t For all that you fay. Sir, 
againft Chunda Saib and his titles, does not difprove him to have been legitimate governor 
of the Carnateck. Vouchfafe not to be offended at this word, and to lupport for a mo- 
ment our ttmirity^ until it (hall be diiEpated by our jufiification. We have but one very 
plain queftion to afk you ; Was not Salabatzing the mafter of Deckan, when ChundaSaib 
was put to death ? and had not this laft a faned from Salabatzing ? You was not ignorant of it, 
and when we produced afreih thU fkaed at the conferences, no objedion was made to 
it. AU that you fay as yet againft it yourfelf, amounts to no more than empty decla* 
mations againft all our pieces in general ; nothing decifive on this fubje£t, only that 
one is without date, and that two draughts of another are fealed with two different - 
feals. We have fufficiently replied to tjiefe two chicaneries, neither of which has any 
reference to the faned Chunda Saib was invefted with. You will here produce Gaa- 
zdley Cawo, as having annulled the faned of Chunda Saib by that which he granted 
to Mahomed Allee. Shew us then this. Sir, for we deny it ; and further, to fatisfy 
you that we do not deny after your method, we will prove to you that we have autho«> 
rity for denying it, and this by a letter from Gauzedey .Cawn himfelf to Chunda Saib. 
We fpoke of this to your commiffaries, and they may recoUedl it. 

Suppofe even there was a faned of Gauzedey Uawn in favour of Mahomed Allee s 
when Salabatzing became without the leaft doubt fole mafter, had hot he a right to 
revoke it ? If he did not dp it exprefsly, it is becaufe fuch a faned never appeared ; but 
he wrote to you exprefsly that Mahomed Allee was a rebel, and that he forbid you 
affifHnghim : this is proved by the very letter of Salabatzing. After this can one con- 
ceive how a man like you^ can perfift obftinately in faying that Mahomed Allee is Ic* 
gidmate mafter of the Carnateck : ftill lefs can one conceive how you can hope to 
fupply his want of right by inveighing againft thofe that fay he has none \ it is ne- 
verthelefs the method you adopf, and obferve whither it leads you, to the difputing Sa- 
labatzing his authority, or the inventing to evade it, the vaineft fubtleties ; to the re- 
fuiing to acknowledge thofe that he has named for the government of the country^ 
and to the denying or making a fhew of ignorance of their titles, even after they have 
been notified to you $ at the fame time that you have faid in another place, that you 
aded only by the orders of Salabatzing,. in your letter to the marquis Dupleix, dated 
aiftSept. I7S3; ^^d in vour letter of the i8th Ofiober following, you admit of his 
right to fubftitute whom ne ihould think proper to the government of the provinces in 
his fubjedion ; and in that of the 1 8th December following, you fay that the prince of 
Deckan, from whom you received letters to affift MahomM Allee, would rejoice : to 
the refufing to hearken to any conditions of peace, unlefs they are begun by fubmitting 
to Mahomed Allee in acknowledging invifible titles and chimerical rights : to the efta- 
blidiing on fo flight a foundation, the advantages you would procure for your nation 
when it depends only on yourfelf to procure very folid ones. We offered you fome, 
which do not deferve the contempt you hold them in ; but it is plain to be feen by the 
manner in which you reje£l them, that there are none you would accept from any other 
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liand but Mahomed A}fee'>s» df ^om you liave made your idol, tet » iM of tkei 
irjr fafliion, which has no other motvcinefK but that which you pve it. 

If you are offered the indepciidency and ixmnimiTy of tnbvte for die town of Ma^ 
drals (which is an ineftimable advantage) you pretend that you have it already; for in 
denying the acknowledgment in queftion^ you cannot, Sir, mean with regard to fonner 
times, when we knew very aiTuredly chat it did exift : you Kave the proof in your book», 
and we in the demaAd that was made of it by the father of Mahomed AUee himfelf to 
the marquis Duplcix 3 it is therefore with regard to the prefent time fay virtue of ibme 
GoncelBon j but from whom f it can be from no one but Mahomed Altee. If you are 
ofiered large funis on the footmg of reimburfing your expences in the war, it is a fliare^ 
you fay, to difengage you from Mahomed Allee ; and you take the opportunity of bo- 
flowing the blacked epithets on the marquis Dupleix. If you are offered territories^ yoa 
lepJy the grants are alreadv given you. 

We know very poficive(y that il\(y were not by Nazirving ; diis then is again by Ma* 
homed AUee. It muft indeed be confcffed that thefe advantages o&red on our put do 
not come near what you propofe to yourfelves, and of which you leave no longer the 
' baft doubt. Yiu gitu us t9 under/land that Truhiftop^ is in ymr Immds ss s nurtgagi md 
fecuritj^ and that you have « tcntraif in good form. The firft form and moft eflential 
(hould be, that he who made it, have a right to what he difpofes of, and this con* 
dition he moft certainly fails in ; but this is no difficulty with you $ ycu have got 
poifeffion, and you propofe to keep it. As to the Arcot country, you content yourfelf 
with pofieifing a few Jageers there, in order that the French may pretend to no more ; 
bccaufe your juftice inclines you to eftaUifli equality between the two nations. For 
all the reft of the country, you are fatisfied with being matters of it under the name of 
Mahomed Allee: it is for this you choofe that this country (hould remain to him, and' 
that every other perfon be incapable of pofleffing it. Mootis Allee Cawn of Velour, 
with whom you acknowledge to live in good intelligence, even fince Salabatzing fent- 
bim the faned which was communicated to you, cannot get your confent, becaufe he 
is not Mahomed Allee. Salabatzing himfelf cannot name any other; becaufe his choice* 
cannot be deemed free, if it falls on any other but Mahomed Allee ; in fiich a cafe the - 
rtght-^levolves on yourfelf to appoint this laft. We offered this fame Mahomed Allee 
a confiderable eftablifliment out of the Arcot country \ the propo/al \s intolerable, it 
is treating a prince like a private perfon. This pretended prince was contented here-> 
tofore, but you are not fatisfied. What is the meaning of all that. Sir ? It is eafy to- 
divine i this is the method by which you feek to eftabliOi equality between the two- 
nations, by remaining in pofleflion of a confiderable kingdom, proleflors of Mahomed 
Allee in all the reft of the Carnateck, and making a particular diftribution of a few- 
Jageers to ferve as a meafureof the liberality Mahomed Allee is tofliew thtf French.! See 
there the end of thefe propofals, fo full of reafon and juftice, fo conformable to the laws, 
of the country, and which we cannot rejed, according to you, without declaring our- 
fclves unreafonable, and fomething worfe. The commerce^ you add, ^all be free to the^ 
French^ juft the fame as to the Englifli, although we may well be p^fuaded that Maho^ 
tned Ailec^ out of gratitude and friendjbip^ would dijiinguijh the Englifli in h:s favours. 
However this preference need not alarm us ;. the lihertf af commerce in the Arcot country 
Jhall be gu^rant ed by the chief cf the Marattas^ the king of Tanjore, the Myforeant^ l£c^ 
What again does this mean, Sir, and what can the prefent and the future lords of 
Deckan thinkof it ? What ! Shall a country of their dependence be Aibjcfl to be gua- 
ranteed by the powers you have named ? What ! thefe powers which are tributary ta 
them fhall oppofe the alterations they may .think proper to make in this province; and. 
it is ijCLihis manner that you would make it appear that you fupport only the funda- 
mental- 
6, 
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mental Laws ef tke M^gul Empire^ wMl^ tbe rerj hka ovtf dirlws ttien trtterfj. Thiit 
pretended guaranty which caiti^ fake |^ace» and wMch is bcMe knciwil to tM Afifatidn^ 
prefents an idea quite different from that which you would lend it for the dDRimtnre of 
the Arcot country : we fee the elid of it) it ia the nui»AtBlnir% Mahomed Allee and his 
defcendants in the geveitiment ^ this province, in (jpite of the lords of Deckan, wiA 
of the emperor himfelf i it is the continuance of a war, the ddiration of which has th- 
ready been too k>ng ; it is the ruifi of Myfote and Tanjour, which will be the confix 
Suence of the lieceffity this guaranty will ptit the knaAch of Deckan res id ordet to fe- 
uce thefe tributaries into the juft bounds they oaght to obferve With r^anl to them: 
this is all that can tfe hopti ffofai i guaranty as chimerical as it is o^ofite and injari* 
ous to the Mogul government. We do hbt alk you what means you weiuld purfue to 
engage thefe powers in this imaginary guiahinty. We do hot carry dut curiofity fo f^r ;. 
but iuppofing it had no other obje6iion but the commerce^ which aiTuredly is not the^ 
caTe^ we beg you will permit ua to ofer the following reflexions. If we OiooM itieet 
with any moleilation, any infult, or any injuftice, our refource will be to arm all the 
people abovementiondl, to m^e a league hke that, which by itiahy contrivant6s you 
at Uogtb formed agatnft us^ and to bej^ a i^ar worfe than this^ provi<fed our guarantees 
will coaftnt to it« If a private Frenchman fllould fuffer tte \o(s of a thoufilnd pagodas,: 
the nation fliaU give 4ack8 to Morarow to engage him to come and ravage the whole 
country, and get juflice done to the perfon aggrieved, // is thus that the EngUJh do not 
feek anf ^hnmia^ifor then^ekns a&ne^ and fr^ofe to bold aii in c^rrmoH with the French. 

In comparing. Sir, your propofals with ours^ three very juft condufions fhould be 
drawn, with which we (ball finifli this letter. 

The firft condufion is, that very much is wanting to your defiring a parity of treat- 
ment for the two nations, and to your having taken, for the rule of your pretenAons^ 
and your propofals, an equality of juflice. Parity of treatment would be, that no more 
favour be ihewn to one nation than the other ; you are willing however, by your own 
confeffion, to have as much as the French (and even infinitely more, as you Ihew with- 
out acknowledging it) while for this the French are obliged to firip themfelves by the 
lights they have ; and to inveft you with thofe you have not. Equality of juflice de- 
mands that every one receive according to his rights. Thofe of the French are real 
and well founded, and your refufal to acknowledge them cannot weaken them, no- 
more than your proteflations annul them. 

The fecond conclufion will be, that you have without the leaft title, an ambition 
more real and more unmeafurable, than that which you feek to infer from the titles of 
the marquis Dupleix. You exclaim for that the lawful maflers of Deckan have afTo- 
ciated him, to do him honour in the government bf their country, as if he afpired to* 
nothing lefs than the ufurping the whole. What exercife, or what ufe has he hitherto 
made of this authority f Shew it us, ^nd juftify by fome lawful inftance, the dread 
you feign. He will not confent that you give for matter of the Carnateck a man who 
is enflaved to you, who is a rebel againft Salabatzing, to whom he is accountable, as 
Well al to us, forjp^ blood of Chunda Saib. See here the fubje<Sl of your cries againfl 
him J the mafler? of the country have given him exprefsly the province of Arcot, with 
that of Trichinopoly. He fees with pleafure the government of the firft in the hands 
of him whom Salabatzing has chofen to govern it, and he is endeavouring to procure, 
by lawful means, the fecond for the Myforeans to whom you promifed it, and whom 
you difappointed. Would you in his place have a£led like him ? It is very evident 
not, by your endeavouring to ufurp the kingdom of Trichinopoly on a title as ground- 
fcfs as the ceflion of a man who has ao mamier of right to it, and who never can have 

that 
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Aat of anenaliDg it Let At country recover its tnnquility, and the marquu Duplds 
will aftonilb, bj frelh ftrokes of dtfintereftednefs and moderation, thofe that have not 
lb much as he. 

The third conclufion (hould be, that jou are Vjcry hi from wifhing for peace as he 
does. He has endeavoured at it quite in a difierent manner from you» whether you 
Gonfider his condufi or his oiFers. The affedatioiiy which may be called immoderatd^, 
wherewith you ftrive to lay the rupture of the conferences he ^ ropofed to you at his 
door, (hews plainly that you only endeavoured to iave appearances, and to turn them 
againft htm» if the thing were poffible. 

Excufe, Sir, die length of this letter ; one word advanced without proof requires 
often many refleAions to refute it ; we (hould have many othera, but the equivalent 
will be found in former writings. If any thing (hould difpleafe you, Sir, in what we 
have been expofii^ to you for our juftification, we beg you will attribute it only to 
the neceffity we were arove to, both by the end ^e were fceking and the matter we 
were treating. 

The marquis Dupleix laughed when we Tequefted of him on your part. Sir, that he 
would not forget to tranfmit your letters to his fuperiors. He is not, fays he, the perfon 
that wiihes the leaft to give them a knowledge of pieces fo fevourable to his caufe. 

We have the honour to be, with profound refpe6t. 
Sir, 
Pondicheiy, the yth March, Your moft obedient and humble Servant^ 

lySS* Fr. L. Lavaur. 

Bausett. 
D£ Kbrjsan^ 
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PRIDE AUX*8 Account of the HEGIRA. 



FROM the flight of Mahomet, the Hegira, which is the iEra of the Mahometans^ 
begins its computation. It was firft appointed by Omar, the Third Emperor of 
the Saracens, on this occadon. There happened a conteft before him about a debt of 
money : the Creditor had from his Debtor a bill, wherein he acknowledged the debt, 
and obliged himfelf to pay it on fach a day of fuch a month. The day and the month 
being pafs'd, the Creditor fues hb Debtor before Omar for the money; The Debtor 
acknowledged the debt, but denied the day of payment to be yet come, alledging the 
month in the bill mentioned, to be that month in the year next enfuing ; but the Cre* 
ditor contended that it was that month in the year laft pad ; and for want of a date to 
the bill, it being impoffible to decide this controverfy, Omar called his council together^ 
to coniider of a method how to prevent this difficulty for the future ; where it was de- 
creed, that all bills and other mftruments (hould ever after have inferted into them the 
date both of the day, of the month, and alfo of the year, in which they were figned. 
And as to the Year, he having confulted with Harmuzan, a learned PerfiaiY then, with 
him, by his advice, ordained all computations to be made for the future from the Flight 
of Mahomet from Mecca to Medina. And for this reafon this ^ra was called the He- 
ffira, which i(i the Arabick Language figniiieth a Flight. It takes its beginning from the 
fixteenth day of July, in the year of our Lord Six hundred twenty and two. And ever 
fince this d^ree of Omar (which happened In the eighteenth year of it) it hath con- 
fiantly been ufcd among the Mahometans, in the fame manner as thecomputation from 
the incarnation of our Lord Chrift is with us Chriftians. The day that Mahomet left 
Mecca, was oa the firft of the Former Rabia, and he came to Medina on the twelfths 
of the fame month. But the Hegira begins two months before, from the firft of Mo^- 
hariam. For that being the firft month of the Arabian Year, Omar would make no> 
aheration as to that, but anticipated the computation fifty-nine days, that he might be- 
gin his Mm from^the beginning of that year in which this Flight of the Impoftbr hap- 
pened, which gave name thereto. Till the appointing of this ^ra, it was ufual withi 
the Arabians to compute from the laft great war they were engaged in. 



The Hegira being that, which-all of the Mahometan Religion have, ever fince the 
eonftitution of Omar, computed by ; the fubje£l matter of the Hiftory which I now 
write obligeth me henceforth to make ufe of this ^ra through the remaining part of it. 
But becaufe it com^teth by Lunary Years only, and not by Solary, it is requifite that I 
htrt inform the reader of the nature of thofe years, and the manner how the Hegira 
eomputeth by them. Anciently the Arabs, although they always ufed Lunary Years,, yet 
by intercalating feven months in. nineteen years, in the manner as do the Jews, reduced: 
them to Solary Years ; and confeqpently had their months always fixed to the fame 
feafon of the yeac. But this growing out of ufii about the. time of Mahomet,, their 
year hath ever fince been ftri£lly Lunary, confifting only of three hundred fifjty-four 
days, eight hours, and forty-eight minutes, which odd hours and minutes in thirty years* 
making eleven daysexa^y, they intercalate a day on the 2d, 5th, 7th, loth, 13th, isth,> 
i&th,. 2 1 ft, 24th, 26tb„ and 29th years of this Periods So that their year, in thofe 

year» 
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? rears of this period, confitls of three hundred fifty-five days, by reafon of the interca- 
ated day, which they then add to the laft month of the year. And this year all that pro- 
fefs the Mahometan Religion have ever made^ufe of; and there is a paflage in the Al- 
coran whereby they are coniined to it For tho Inpoftor then calls it an loipiety to 
prolong the Year, that is» by adding an Intercalary Month thereto. So that according 
to this account, the Mahometan Year falling eleven days (hort of the Solary ; it hence 
comes to pais, that the bcginnipg of the year of the H^ra is uijfix(Bd and ambulatoqr 
(th^ next year always beginning elevea days fopncr than the former) and tbprefpre fome- 
timcs it happens in Summer, ibmetimes in Spring, fometimes in Winter, and fometimea 
^in Autumn -, and in thirty and three years coi^paft goes through all the different feafona 
of the year, and conaes.about s^ga^j to the (ame time of the Solary Year» although not 
eufUy to the fame d^. Which being lik^e to ciseale fomc confufion tp U9 who are ufedi 
to the Solary Year ; to prevef^t this,, s^r thf year o^ the Hq;ira, ia the m^n I ad4 
the day of Ijhe month i^ tbe year of quf LQf4^ii» which it l><J^« Theii|oiicb» of tho: 
ArabYearare as follow, i i. MohgrrafMp 2. Sapbur^ %f fbffortmrJRiMa. ^ Tig, 
Uff^r Rabia. 5, Xht fcrmn^ J^mada^ 6. TA< loUr Jornada* 7. Rajib. 8* Sboiatu 
9. Ramadan* xo. SbawalL lU Dt4ta(r4a. la. Pulbmba^ The firA hath thirty, 
days, and the fecond twenty-nin^,. ap4 fo '^dternatively to the en4 of tbe year ; only 
in the interc^ary years^. Eiuihagbii l^tb tbirt|r 4^». be(;^e cf (be day addedi b^t on. 
a)l othef years only tweoty-^ine. 



A Chronological Table for thirty ^five Tears of the Hegira^ ^tb tb^ Di^s of the 
Month on w fitch tbQ begin in tbe Solar Tear. 



Years of Chrift 


Years of the 


Years of Chrift 


Years of the- 


Aom iftjan* 


Hegira. 


from ift Jan. 


Hcgira. 


* 622 
6a3 


1 - July 16 

2 . July 5 


640 


C 19 - Jan; 2 
1 20 - Dec. 21 


624 


3 - June 24 


641 


21 • Dec. 10 


625 


4 - June 13 


^42 


22 - Nov. 30 


626 


5 - June 2 

6 - May 23 


643 


23 - Nov. 19 


627 


644 


24 - Nov. 7 


628 


7 - May li 


645 


25 - Oa* 28 


629. 


8 . May 1 


646 


2.6 . Oa. 17 


630 


9 - April 20 


647 


27 - oa. 7 

28 • Sept. 25 


631 


10 • April 9 


648 


• 632 


n - March 29 
12 - March 18 


649 


29 - Sept. 14 


• ^33 


6co 


30 - Sept. 4 


634 


13 -. March 7 


65, 


31 . Aug. 24 


63s 


14 - Feb. 25 


652 


32 - Aug; 12 


636 


19 - Feb. 14 


653 


33 - Aug. 2 


"4 


16 . Feb. 3 


654 


34 - July 22 


17 - Jan. 23 

18 • Jan. 12 


^IS 


35 - July II. 


' 639 







Thk end. 
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I N D E X. 



A Che Pc, Adm. o£ the French 

^^f\ fleet, andiors in fort St. Da- 
vid's road 12 J 

•— -^^ngagcs with Adm. Pocock, 

—-— brea& the line of battle and 
bears away 125 

— :— hislofs 126 

— -^^ngagcs with Adm. Pocock a 
' {econd time 134 

avoids him ^35 

■ his fleet, greatly fuperior to the 
Englifh, who they endeavour ta 
avoid, but are prevented 245 

-— — efcape in the night and fail to 
Pondichery 246^ 

•i— engage the Englifh fleet, but 
give way with all the fail they can 
make 247 

—— rretreat to Pondichery 248 

on fight of Adm. Pocock's flieet 

weigh anchor and make good their 

retreat to the iflands 250 

Adiercron Colonel, marches to the 

relief of Trichinopoly 112 

takes pofleflionof Wandewafli 

• evacuates it and returns to 

Madrafs 113 



a nd his regiment ordered txr 
England i^^ 

Ahmed Abdalla, chief of the Pattahs, 
marches to Delli and Cakes the Mo- 
gul and aU his Omrahs prifoners,- 
and after plundering the palace 
replaces the Mogul on his am>nr 

241 

marches to Agra, feizcsthcr 
revenues, and iflfucs his orders- to 
the Nabobs and Rajas to ackncrw- . 
ledge his fi>n Timur King of La« 
hore> whom he appoints to fuper- 
intend Indoftan 

-enters Pelli a lecond time 



and places his Ion Timwr on the 
Mogul's throne 24 j 

Alamparva taken 279 

Allum Geer, placed on the throne of 
the Moguls by the Omrahs 59 

is taken prifoner with all his Om- 
rahs by Ahmed Abdalla, who re- 
places him on the throne 241 

— ^murdered by two Moors difguifed 
in the habits ofFakeers 242 

Amet Shaw, a young prince, his re 
markable behaviour 120 

Amoortarow, tlie Maratta Vakeelv 
comes with the Nabob to Madrafe 

A — aC 



INDEX, 



^— ailkults Trepalour, and is killed no 

Anaverdy Cawn, appointed Nabob 

of Arcot and confirmed by Nazir- 

zing 3 

Andrews Mr. fent from Madrafs, to 

take charge of the faftory at Vi- 

fagapatam . 203 

Angria, Governor of Scvemdroog, 

turns pirate 92 

— extends his conquefts fixty leagues 

takes the Darbv and Rcftora- 

tion from the Englim, and the Ju- 
piter from the French 

-throws off his sfllegiance to 



the Marattas, who apply to the Go- 
vernor 6f Bombay for afliftance 
againft him 93 

— att^ks a Dutch fleet, burns 

two fbips and takes a third 94 

—on feeing the Englifli fleet 

abandons the fort of Geriah '97 
-tries to m^e his peace with 



, the Marattas, who infift on being 

put in pofleflion of the fort 
Arabs, very infolent and given to 
.plunder . 235 

^plunder the Englifli fiiftory at 

Gombroon 239 

Arcot, taken by Col. Cootc 269 
Articles of agreement between the 
company and the Raga of Vifana- 
• pore fettlfed by colonel Forde, 203 
Articles of capitulation for fort St. 
David 128 

— - — ^for Gombroon 136 

"_ ^for Vifagapaum 4 

Aurertgzebe, tries to reduce the Ma- 
. , rattas for twenty years, but in vain 79 
d'Autfcuil, his meflage tp Col. Law- 
rence 6 
7— his march to furprize Trichino- 
poly 107 



— difgpccd for having fufTered 
C. Caillaud to get into Trichi- 
nopoly I eg 



B 



BAUapa, commander of die Ma- 
rattas, killed 47 

Balazerow, fucceeds his father Bud- 

gerow in the government of the 

Marattas 80 

Bank remarkable, between the Cau- 

very and the Coleroon, defcribed 

18 
Bazaletzing, vifited by M. De Bufly 

260 
Bendermalanka taken by the French 

103 
Bengal, bad Dews from thence prcs 

vents the Englifli from fupporting 

the Viceroy againft: the French xo2 
Black Capt. wounded thro' the leg in 

afally 181^ 

Bombay 69 

Bonnagery, taken by the Marattas, 

who abandon it 42 

Brercton Major, makes a Sally from 

fort St. George to the Governor's 

garden-houfe 173 
takes the command of the army 

and furprizes Conjeveram 198 

takes Trivitore 255 

attacks Wandewafti, and takes 

thePcttah 256 
^his behaviour in the battle of 

Wandewafli 265 

dies of his wounds 266 

Bourdonnais M. dc la, his account 



of the Monfbon 



2.^1 



Buchanan Capt. and Capt. Forbes re- 
fufc a large bribe from die Marat- 
tas 



I . N D E X, 



^i 



' tas to put then! in pollef&on of 

Geriah 98 

Budgero^, ufurps the government (of 

the country fouth of Guzarat) over 

the Marattas, ' and is called the 

Nalnna 80 

BufTy De, and his troops, ordered, by 

Salabatzing to return to Pondiche- 

' ry loi 

• — : — takes pofleflion of Hy4rabad, 

' and fortifies it to defend himfelf 10 

p lunders the Bazars 1 02 

■ ■ i s reinforced fronvPondichery 
f takes Vifagapatam 103 

■ ■ .t aken prifoner 266 



GAdapah.Nabob of, k'dledby the 
Marattas, 118 

Caillaud Capt. his party, furrounded 
, by the French in Tondenian*s 
country 64 

• ' — mediates between the King 

. of Tatijore and Tondeman, and 
prevents hoflilities 99 

^marches out of Trichinopply 

. to the afliftance of Ifouf Cawn 105 
g oes agalnft Madura , 105 
■attcippts tp take Madura by 
* furprize, is difappointed .106 
■ ■ turns the fiege of Madura in- 

to a blockade, and marches to re- 
lieve Trichinopoly 107 
deceives the French, and re- 
lieves Trichinopoly 108 
*^— marches from' Trichinopoly to 
' bcfiege Madura: batters iq breach, 
and is repulfed ijg 

— -lands with . a Detachment at 

Madrafs 136 

r eceives aMajor's commiffion 138 



^fent to get affiftance from the 

King of Tanjore, &c. 146 

^gets fome troops of horfc from 

him and marches to Chengalaput 147 

^lays a plan for furpriung Sa- 

drafs, but is difappointed 149 

^Major, wounded at the taking 

of Gonje veram 1-9 8 

Call, chief engineer, his journal 155 

^^teration of Chengalaput, See 

Appendix 
Carical, defcribed and taken 269 
Cauvery river 17 

Cauverypark, taken by Capt. Clive 2^ 
Chengalaput, defcribed by Capt. Call, 

See Appendix 
Chillambrum, taken by the Frcnch43 
Choultry, defcribed p. 48 

Chout, or tribute, paid to the Ma- 
\ rattas 80 

Chunda Saib, ferves as General un- 
der Dueft Allee Cawn, who gives 
him one of his daughters to wife 2 

goes with the Nabob to the af- ' 

fiftance of the Queen of Trichino- 
poly, and under pretence of a vifit 
gets pofleflion of the town, impri; 
Ions the Queen and puts the feve- 
ral competitors for the government 
to deatn 2 

■ b eficged in Trichinopoly, and 
, carried prifoner to Sattarah by the 
Marattas 3 

^at the requeft of Muzapherzing 

releafed from imprifonment 4 
g oes to Pondichery, and gains 
over the French to join Muzapher- 
zing . 

^appointed Nabob of Arcot by 

Muzapherzing 
— — retreats with the French into 
Pondichery 7 

— jcufes 
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-raHes an trmy, is alBAed by 
the Frencht and ^pointed Gover- 
nor of Arcot by M. Dupleix 1 2 
-^^— marches with the Fscnch 



agait^t Tpichin<>poly, and inmefts^tt i } 
V f i s taken priK>Aer by Monagee'28 
i, ■ 4md priToteiy beheaded 

■ ■ his charafter 

CUveCapt. Jpins the MrmyetTrichiiio^ 
poly; is ^nt for toMadra& to com- 
mand the ficgcof Arcot, which 
' he takes 14 

V—— commands Arcot during the 
% fiegc 15 

,. .., „ fi iHies out and tak«s all the 
en^my*s cannon and level their 
:iirenches 
4-^i»~marches out of Aroot after the 
enemy,* wtiMH he totally defeats, 
^ and takes the forts of Timery, Cau- 
verypauk, and Conjeveram 

■ ■ detached to cut off the Sup- 

• plies <^ the enemy 24 

i s furprifed at Samieveram by* 

the French, who take the Pagoda 

; . 25 

J is in danger of beu^ cut 

down by a French Sepoy 
— — ftorijis and i^etakes the Pa- 
goda, and beficges Pitchunda 26 
•——r— takes M, D'Auteuil and Iris 
whole party prifoners 27 

— ^^takes Covelong and Chenga- 

laput J7 

-—lands with the troops at Ge- 

riah 97 

m ■ f aJges poUeflion of the fort 9 8 

-fcnt from Madrafs to retake 

102 
of the 



Calcutta 
detaches 



two thirds 



army from Calcutta into Gokonda 
to prevent M. De Cqnflans from 
ueinfbrcing M. Lally's Army 202. 



Coflfrees deferred 27 

Coleroon river ijr 

Colguddy plundered by Cot. Heron, 

86 

ColkriM, dBfcabtd 21 

Cbnflans De, commands the French 

army in Gofeonda, aiiJnsajxhest» 

attack Vi£uiapore 201 

-^ ^army encamped near Talla^ 

pool 204 

deteflftinas to oannonade Col. 

Forde in his carap, and is defeated 

by him - 
* ■ ■■ ■ retteata after the battle to Ra^ 

jamundry and M afulipatam 20^ 
^and encamped two miles 



from the waUs d^Nlafulipatam 207 
-upon the approach of Colonel 



Forde retreats into Mafulipatam 

209 
4ends an officer to Col. Forde 



to aik quarter jbr-the gariiibn, 
which IS granted 21 1 

Commiitaries, at Sadmfs 60 

CoAgroils, j^>peHited by Mr. Saun- 
ders and Dupieix to be held at Se- 
. drafs, Mr. Palk and Vanfittartfenr 
on the behalf of the Engliflij, F. 
L'Avaur, M De Kerjean said Dc 
Baufett for the French 

Coop Saib, comes ovef from the 
French and joins the Englifh ar- 
my with one thoufand horle and 
fourteen elephants, &c. 27 

Coot bodeens, treaty with Mr. Spen- 
cer 223 

Coote Col. joins the army at Conjeve- 
and takes the command of 

259 
Wandewam and Caran* 

260 

relieve Conjcvcram 

261 

—•marches 




INDEX. 



Ct)Ote, CoL marches to oppofe the 

•" French 7^62 

line of battle 263 

——marches to Wandewalh 2 64 

— r-gains a compleat viftory over 

the French 265 

takes pofleffion of the French 

camp and artillery 

•— tjJccs Brigadier Gen. De Bufly 

ahd I.e Godeville, with feveral other 

great officers, prifoners 266 

deftroys the country round Pon- 

dichery 267 

•^ obliges Innis Cawn, the Maratta 

General, to return home 
t akes Chetteput 

^takeis Arcot . 268 

— — reftores the Nabob to his capi - 
tal 269 

•>■■ ■ takes Parmacoil and AUamparva 
Corniih, Rear Adm. joins Adm. Po- 
cock 251 

arrives at Madrafs 269 

Cope Capt. marches to the ailiftance 
of Mahomet Allee Cawn 9 

Coza Abdallah Cawn, appointed Na- 
bob of Arcot 3 
Cuddalore, taken by the French 127 
Cumberland reduced from fixty-fix 
guns to fifty-eight 2 45 
in great Dillrefs 252 



D 



Alton Capt. diflodges the French 

from Outatoor 26 

—fhut up in Trichinopoly & in 

want of provifions 43 

Danes, attack the Rang of Tanjore's 

pagodas 100 

Davecotah, taken by the Englifh 

who have a grant for it from the 

King of Tanjore p. 16 

-^ — ' — abandoned by the Englifh, 



the French take pollcftioii of it 1 36 
D'Leyrite fuccceds, M. Godeheu 100 
Delli, plundered for three Days by 

the Pattans, who retire to Lahore 

122 
Deckan, a tliirdpartof the Mogul's 

empire 77 
rviews of the feveral provincesin 

it 
Divy ifland, taken by the French 

from the Englifh 40 

Draper Col. arrives at Madrafs and 

marches toWandewafh 140 
makes a fally from fort St. 

George into the Black Town, and 

puts the French into confufion, 

who abandon their cannon . 144 
l eaves the army and returns to 

England for recovery of his healtk 

^98 
Duefl Allee Cawn, Nabob of Arcot i 
-killed in battle with the Mara£- 

tas - 2 

Dupleix M. writes to Nazirzing and 
mfifts that none of the family of 

Anaverdy Cawn fhall ever govern 

Arcot * 8 
and Chunda Saib lay a fcheme to 

affafTmate Nazirzing 
aflbciated with Muzapherzirtg 

in the government of tne Dec- 
- kan, and afTumes the ftate of an 

Eaflern Prince, and is proclaimed 

a Nabob 

-proclaims R^ah Saib Nabob 



B 



of Arcot, and by forgery got him- 
felf declared Governor of the Car- 
netick, keeps his Durbar, and fup- 
ports the charafter of Souba of the 
Deckan 31 

falfe afTertion in his Memoire 

fee Note 2« 

offers the Nabobfhip of Arcot 

to Mooti's Allee Cawn 32 

DupleiJt, 



VI 
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Dupleix, his manner of relating a lofs 

of 364 French fee Note 57 

^ ^forgery of the Mogul's (aneds 

detcfted by Mr. Vanfittart 61 

• is fuperceded, and returns to 

" FVance 77 

Dupleik Fateabat, built in 1750, and 

burnt by Capt. Clive 1 7 5 1 , 11 
Duftuck, or order, under the Chan 

Sumaun, or Steward*s5eal, for the 

honourable company's holding the 
* King's fleet at Surat z^i 



^Llgyanafpre t^en by the French 

109 
Sis Mr. applied to by the inhabi- 
tants of Surat to recommend the 
fittingdut an expedition fromBom- 
'bay for taking poflbffion of the tit- 
tle and Tank^ 218 
Bmiferam, furrendcrs to Capt. Pal- 
ton. 24 

— ^ ^furrenders to Monagee 51 

Englilh and French propofals 60 

Eradmoodin Cawn, fee Muzapher- 

zin^ ■ • • 3 

d'Eftamg Count, taken prifoner 145 

— inferts a very extraordinary 

claufe in the articles of cgpitulation 
fox Gombroon 237 



Fltzpatrick Lieut, wounded thro* 
both arms 181 

i*orde Col. marches to Nelloure 1 10 
. batters it 1 1 1 

. — '- ^deferted by the Sepoys and 

retrea;ts - 

—is ordered to the fouthward to 



prevent the deftgris o£ the French 
againft Trichinopoly 
^^ expedition toGolconda 201 



Forde Cd. lift of che forces under fa^ 
command 202. 

—embarked from Calcutta the 
i2thOdober, and arrives at Viikr 
gapatam 

-joins the Raja's army 203 



encamps within three miles d£ 
Tallapool ^04 

-marches to get between M» ' 



De Conflans and Rsuamundry 

fortm in line of battle jt05 

*-^«-r<ogages theFrciich army 
-after an obftinate difputsgains 



a eompleat viAory 

gets pofleflion of the French 



camp, baggage* anumimeioQ and. 
all their anUlery, except four field 
piec^ Z06 

-delivers up the fort of 'Raja- 



mundry to the R^ of ' Vifaoapoir ' 
— — ^-marches towgrdsM^qlipaum 



-enters into an alliance with the 



Raja of ^arfipore,^8U)d*f« rein&tcr 

ed with his trgc^ ^0% 

* t^es Do0cifioa of the French. 

camp neai-raaTul^nm %o% 

, inverts and tsJ^wMsfySip^pLta - 

byftorm ^10 

French army^ dcmtwvj ^ film ei laiko-- 

ney of Tanjour but are refufed ; 

retire to Pondichery 4 

-^ ^retreat in the night, and leave- 

their artillery behind them 6 

encamp near fort St. David 34. 



-march to Aurangabad, aod 
are difturbed by BalUzerow the 
chief of the Marattas ^ 

intrench near Trividy 41 

-•attack a convoy going to Col« 



Lawrence, near Trividy^ and are 
rcpwlfed ' . * » 42 

retreat to AUetore and Mou- 

tehillenour * 51 

<>troops on the iQand of Seringa 



am reinforced from Pondichery,. 

crois. 
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CPO& tie itver, and attempt to cfc^ 
calade Trichinopoly ; take Dalton's 
battery, and turn the guns againll 
the timn 55 

are repulfed with great lofs 56 
defign to invade Tanjorc 
with a party of Marattas . 57 



-ftop the proceedings of the 
coRgrefs . 61 

-march intoToodeman's coun- 



tiy with an intent to prevent him 
from fending any provifions tathe 
£i^(h) or joining them 6z 

■■ " i n^wie the King of TanjorcV 
coimtry, take Killy Gottah and 
Koiladdy, and make- thcmfelves 
m^ft^s of . th^ bank, whkh they 
begin to cut in three or four 
places' 67 

— — 4iwreft Tri€hin<^>oly, and cut 

.off the communication ^om the 
the Engliih 70 

^retreat, and encamp on the 

ifland of Seringam 7 1 

i ■ ■ d ifpute the Nabob's right to 
Vellout^ 89 

-march aa army to fupport 



Mooti's AUee Cawn 

«*-<— -cfidttavours to get the domi- 
nion of all the provinces of the 
Deckan too 

n ambitious defign Afeovered 

byfiatlazerow 10 r 



-appear ag«nft ftnd inveft Tri- 
chinopoly 107^ 

■^ o pdered to retem from Tri- 

chinopoly to Pondichery 108 

retake Outremalbur^ i la 

^plunder Conjeveram and are 

repulfed 113 

remain ftrongly intrenclied at 

Vfandewafti for two months 1 14 
-take. CheetepiK * , ^ 1 15 



-receive a reinforocment from 

£ttcope 123 



road 



-fleet mchor in fon St. Davids 



-army enter the bounds di and 



take fort St. David 
Admiral breaks the liae and 

bears away 125 
their loft in the battle on the 

28th <rf April, 1758 126 

fleet forms a line of battle 1 3 j 

-get off by favour of the night 



and anchor in Pondichery road 135 
-fail from Pondichety road for 



the iflands 
— — 4eize a large Dutch fliip and 

carry it into Pondichery 136 

-army abandon Seringam and 



the Engiilh take poflcflion of itr 

— : take Nagope 1 37* 

-march to Trivalour, and fend 



deputies to the King of Tan- 
jorc to demand- fcyenty lacks of 
foupees, a free palfige for their ar- 
my through Ms country, and affif^ 
tance iof ms troop 

-dcm/md a fecond time five 



lacks of fOllpee^; the King wifr 
^vc thtvti but four 139* 

-advance againft Tanjorc and 



fire into the town, on which the* 
negociation is ftopped 

-encanips at the mount, takes 



pofleflion of the Garden-houfe and 
mvefts Madrafs 143 

-takes poflfeffion of the Black 



Town 

-fei^es Sadrtfs, turns out the 



Dutch foldiers and garrifons it i^xr 

feizcs Pouliacat^ a^Dutch fet* 

tiement 167 

-fbUicrs fent to guard thrcr 



boats laden with ammunition from 
Sadrafe to the Black Town, while 
afleep are overcome and bound by 
the boat-men who land at fort St. 
George 170 

— fpring 



vlii 
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— — fpring a fi\ine which is. of no 
fcrvice to them . 185 

— ' — evacuate their trenches, quit 
the black town and raifc the ficge 
of fort, St. George 192 

-: army ready to mutiny. 198 



abandon Narfipore and retire 

to Mafuhpatam ao8 

-army of obfervation prevent 



CoLFordc*s receiving fupplies from 
Rajamundry 209 

take Rajamundry 

-fhips, with Dutch colours. 



appear before Gombroon and take 
it * 235 

break the articles of capitula- 
tion for Gombroon and blow up 
the Engliih fadory 239 

fleet -fuperior in pumber and 

force to the Engliih fleet, which 
endeavoured in vain to provoke 
them to fight 245 

endeavour to efcape in the 
night, but are preven^d by the 
Revenge 

—efcape by hary weather 046 

begm to give way with all the 

fail they could make I47 

— -continues to retreat . 248 

fail forPondicfaery to difembark 

their men . . 

in Pondichery road on fight of 

Adm. Pocock's fleet weigh anchor 
and efcape him by fteering to the 
fouth, and make good their retreat 
to the iOands 250 

— -refolved to take Tagada 256 

— a party defeated near Trichino- 
poly 258 

— army takes Seringam, and cut 
the garrifon to pieces 

— aflcmbled at Arcot, joined by the 
fon of Chunda Saib and Innis Cawn 

260 



——defeated at Wandewafli ahd loft 
their artillery 265 

^prifoners on parole 266 

^Huflars dcfert to Col. Cooib 

269 



GAuzedey CaWn, Buckfhee to 
the Mogul 3 

appointed Viceroy of the Dec- 

kan oy the Mogul 1 3 

^poifoned by his own filler 39 

^his fon, Shaw Abadin Cawn, 

appointed by the Mogul to fuc- 
ceed him, who is oppoied by Sa- 
labatzing, fet up by M. Dupleix 

40 
Gcriah, defcribcd and taken 
Gingee, taken by the French 
— — defcribed 



-invefted 
ris abandoned 



98 

33 



Gingens De Capt. encamps undef the 
walls of Trichinopoly 1 3 

Godeheu Mr. Commiflary Generad 
^ and Governor Generil of 4dl thm 
French fettlements, arrives at Pon- 
dichery from France, fupescedes 
M. Dupleix and introduces his pro- 
pofals for a fufpenfion of Arms to 
Governor Saunders 71 

Godeville Mr. taken prilbner by Col. 
Coote, who gnuits him his parole 

.266 

Gombroon, an Engliih fettlements 
taken by the French 234 

Gore CapL killed. . 248 



H 



H 

Ardwicke Indiaman, attacked 
by two French ihips 214 

. Herpn, 
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Heron, Veut. Col. hb expedition tx> 

• collcftthereveftues in tne Madura' 

• and Tinnevelly countries 83 

^ accompanied by Mauphus 

•^ Cawn 84 

J ^arrivcs^ at Madura 

-takes the Governor, with all 



his treafures 

marches to Tinnevelly 

—returns to Madura 86 

-carries away the images from 



Colguddy Pagoda, which enrages 
the CoUerics, who attack him in the 
defiles inNatam woods and recover 
their images 

-returns ta Trichinopoly, and 



tried at a court-martial for mifcon- 
du6t 

Hookum, or order, under the Vi- 

' zier's feal, to Mr. Spencer, to af- 
fift and advtfc with Sciad Moyno- 
decn Cawn ux the government of 
Surat 228 

Houfbul hookum, under the great 
feal of the Nabob, to Mr. Spencer 
to take the cattle of Surat for the 
Mogul 229 

^^^ — r-to the Englifli. company ac- 
conipanying the phirmaund 233 

Huflars, fifty defert from the French 
and enter the Englifh army. Are 
of great fervicc 19 8 



fAgeers, explained 72 
James Commodore, commands 
the company's marine-forces, joins 
the Maratta fleet, and fails in 
queft of Angria's fleet 94 
chaccs them 



is prevented from coming to 

an aftion by the dilatorincfs of the 
Maratta fleet 

-anchor^ off Bancote, wKich 



-anchors o^Pabul with an In-* 



tent to attack it, but receives or;] 
der« to feturn to Bombay ^ 

fent to recopnoitre Geriah 

joins thrf -fleet under the 



furrenders to him on a fummon^ 96 



command of Adcnical Watfot;^ 

Jembikilhna and Seringaxr^ taken« 

the yrench army furrender pri- 

fbners of war, and arc lent to fprt' 

St. David 2^ 

Ingeram, taken by the French 103 

Johnfton Mr/ fent tPTifanaporc 

2P2 

Journalj, of the Aege of fort St. George^ 

Ifouf Cawn, the Nelloure Souba-^ 
dar fent to the afliftance of Mau- 
phus Cawn 104 

-^ ^marche^ from Trichinopoly 

to Join the Englifli near Madrafs, 
and In his way tak^e^EUavanaforc 1 4 1 

Juntao, explamed 76 

KITpatrick C^pt. (hot thro* die' 
body, and prevented by the fur- 
geon from being cut to pieces hy 
the Marattas gj 

Kirk Capt. killed at the head of his 
grenadiers, who are ' immediately 
led on by Capt. Killpatrick to re- 
venge his death, and rout the^ 
French army ^o' 

Kifl:narau2c, an^ ally tp the Nabob, 
Killedar of Tagada 256 

Knox Capt. detached to purfue the 
enemy as far as Rajamurtdry 207 

is joined by Capt. Maclean 

with a reinforcement, comes up 
with the enemy. His Sepoys 
throw down their firms and dif-. 
perfe 

•takc3 pQflfeflion of Rajamun- 



dry 



Kngjc 



INDEX. 



-detached againftNarfiporezoS 
-takes pofleflion of Narfipore 



L 



Ally M. arrives at Pondichery 
from Europe 125 
— takes Fort St. David, and 
blows \ip the fortifications 132 
— — cncanjps in the bounds of Ne- 
gapatam, and demands of the 
Dutch money, &c. cannon, ammu- 
nition and provifions 126 
^fends a third time an 



cer of rank, with a prieft, to treat 
the King of Tanjore,*and to re- 
mdn as hoftagesfor the perform- 
ance on his part 138 
accompliihes his delign with 



' the King or Tanjore, and defeats it 
by his own hafty temper 1 39 

•——defeated in a fally, raifcs the 
fiege of Tanjore, and returns to 
Pondichery 

^ takes Arcot, Tripaflbre and 

Conjeveram Trinomalay, and fhews 
a defign to take Chcngjdaput but is 
prevented by the arrival of four 
companies of Sepoys 1 40 

attacks MajorCaiUaud^s party 



at the Mount, and after an obltinate 
difpute retreats 148 

-remarkable letter to the Gov. 



of Pondichery intercepted by Ma- 
jor Caillaud, and fen t to Madrafs 1 50 
-raifes the fiege of fort St. 



George, and leaves his cannon be- 
hind 153 
retreats precipitately from the 



Black Town, and blows up Col 
Lawrence's country houfe 197 
-takes pofleflion of Conjeve- 



ram, and fortifies it 
- — -refumes the command of the 
French army at Arcot 2 60 

— — plunders Conjeveram 161 



defeated by CoL doote at 

Wandewafh 264 

-retreats to Chetteput, afl[em* 



bles the army at Gingee and retires 
within the walls of Pondichery 2 67 

- — —-recalls his troops from Scring- 
am 269 

Lawrence Col. marches from Madrals 
to the afiiftance of Nazirzing, 
and is appointed Generaliflimo over 
his army 5 

--informs Nazirzing of a defign 

againfl him 

stakes the chair in the council 

ontheremovalofMr. Floyerj fets 
out for England 9 

returns from England and 



takes the command of the army 2 1 
^is attacked by the French 

whom he repulfes, and relieves 

Trichinopoly 22 
gsdns a compleat vidory over 

the French 23 



^retires from the army on ac- 
count of his health 31 
— '• — his reafons againft attacking 
Gingee - 33 
embarks from Madrafs with 



Capt.Gaupp's company and arrives 

at fort St. David 34 

— '• — -marches out to attack the 

French, who retreat to Pondiche- 

35 



encamps at Trichanky, and 

attacks their advanced poft at Vil- 
lanour 

-marches back and cncampi 



at Bahoor, the French army is or- 
dered by M. Dupleix to follow 
him and are defeated 
enters Trivedy with his troops 

37 
— — marches to relieve Capt. Dal- 

ton at Trichinopoly 43 

goes 
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goes to meet the King of 
Tanjore, and is elegantly enter- 
tained by him 

arrives at Trichinopbly 44 

encamps on the plain, and is 
detained twelve months for want 
of provifions 45 

^with Mr. Palk, is commifli- 

oned to treat with the King of 
Maifore, but prevented by the 
French ^ 46 

-marches into Tanjore country 



and is joined by that King's forces 

48 

joined witli recruits from En 

gland 



threatened to be attacked by 
the French, which he endeavours 
to avoid but find it impoflible 49 

attacks and defeats them 50 

— Iiis army reinforced by Capt. 
Ridge 52 

— -attacks the French army near the 
Golden Rock, defeats them and 
takes pofleflion of their camp with 
eleven pieces of their artillery 53 
— ^wounded in the arm 
— cantons his. troops in Koiladdy 



— marches to the affiftance of the 
King of Tanjore 67 

— ^reviews the army, and marches 
with Monagee to the relief of Tri- 
chinopoly 70 

— cannonades the French 
——goes to join the army^as a vo- 
lunteer, and lands at Sadrafs 114 
—takes poft at the Mount, and 
keeps open the communication be- 
tween Madrafs and Chengalaput 

140 
— reinforced nt the Mount 
— marches from the Mount, 
reinforces the garrifon at 
drafs 
* f etter from him to the 



142 

and 

Ma- 



Go- 



vcrnor, giving an dccount of ,the 
fuperftition of the Indians,, and 
the praftices of their Pricfts. 5^^ 
IntroduHion 
I^rrain regiment mutiny, and de- 
clare their refolution to put the 
country under contribution, unlefs 
. they are paid their arrears in three 
days, which they, receive and re- 
turn to their quarters 2001 

M 

MAclean Capt. attempts to take 
Concale by furprize 20a 

is reinforced and takes it 

Madrafs, reinforced with troops from 
England 69 

reinforced 153 

befieged 143 

'- — journal of the ficgc 1 54 

—the fiege raifed 192 

Madura Gov. of, cuts off a party of 

Col, Heron's troops, and plunders 

the villages about Tinnevilly in 

fight of his army 85 

Madura, defcribed 105 

——delivered up to Capt. Caillaud 

bv treaty 116 

Mane, a French garrifon 270 

Mahomet Alice Cawn, Nabob of Ar- 

cot. Governor of the Carnatick, 

his^ title difputed by the French, 

which was the oriainof this war i 

made Nabob of Arcot. upon the 

defeat of his father retires to Tri- 
chinopoly , 4 

■folhcits with the Englifli for 
afiiftance to fupport him againfi: 
the Rebels, and is joined by Capt. 
Cope at Waldore: his gallant pre- 
fent to-Nazir^ing • 5 

his camp as routed by the 

French 10 



— ap. 
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INDEX. 



Mufiomet Allee Cawh, cfcapes from 
the' French to Trichinopoljr 1 2 

— - — appointed Nabob of Arcot, dnd 
is fupported by Capt. Cope 

^ his charafter 82 

•= is diftreflTcd by the extravagance 

* of his brother, and unable to pay 
the workmen to Compleat his for- 
tification 

is advifed by the Engiiffi, and 

fettles at Arcot. to fave expences 83 

met by Col. Lawrence, Mr Palk 

and Mr. WaMh, and invited to 

Madrafs 88 

^ is received at the company's 

Garclen-houfe, by the Governor^ 
&c, 

— ^ — ^fets oiit to coUefl his revenues, 

• accompanied by Major Killpatrick 
Mahomed Ifouf Caun Soubadar of 

Nelloure, hb eharafter 64 

Maiflbre King of, his army joins the 

Englilli 78 

Maiflbreans, demand Trichinopoly 

but are reftifed 29 

withdraw their troops from the 

Englifli army 30 

declare war againft the Eiieliffi- 

company, . and are defeated by 

Capt. Dalton 40 
they attack an advanced poft 

and cut all the men to pieces 
Marattas invade Arcot and kill the 

Nabob in battle "' 2 

' ■ cavalry cut the French Sepoys 

to pieces '26 



-chiefs at variance 



30 
demand Trichinopoly and are 

rejfufed; feparate their troops 
•• attack the Englifli camp and are 

rcpulfed 41 

i -and Maifforcans join the I^refich 

atSeringam- * 46 



try to cut oflF the communica- 
tion betwecnr the garrifon of Tri-- 
chinopoly and Tondeman's coun- 
try and are rcpulfed 4.$ 
enter the Tanjore country, plun- 
der it, bum the villages, and drive 
off the cattle '59 
— defcribed 79 
governed- by Bramms or Pricftis 



^profefs the Gentoo religion, and 

believe iji the tranfmigration * of 
fouls 8(> 

A-ce-bootcrs, their drcfe and 

and manner of living 8 1 

-= grow rich * by making their 

neighbours tributary to them 

——are a deftruftive roe, and an un- 
ferviceable friend 

■i— i — ^ambitious views of extending 
their territories, they march to 
Delli and fet up a Mogul 82 

conclude a treaty, with the 

Governor of Bombay, to join in 
the reduftion of Angria 93 

enter the kingdom of Maif- 

fore 

. ■ demand the ehout of Arcot 
and Trichinopoly 116 



-threaten to lay waftc the coun- 
tries if not paid n 7 



-expcnce of taking a party into 
Englifh pay 141 

-farm out their revenue of 



Surat to an officer 217 

*-^-i very troublcfiimc to Ac Eng- 

lilh in the affairs of Surat 225 
retire at the inftancc of CoT. 

Cootc 207 

———army rotited by the Pattans 

Mafulipatam fiegc of 216 

— the French garrifbn lurrender 
prifonef^ of war to Cdl. Forde 211 

Mauphus. 




1 ji i> mx. 



^^Jjas' Cawn ent^n Arcot with 
' ;iQbohorfe, tojointhcEnglilh 63, 
■ y. f f/'w ith his troops joins CoL 



-V^jnefufcs to mftrch till.hi$ fup-' 
" -4>locke(i up by the P<Hyigars, 



^iftif u compleat viStory over the 
reikis 104, 

' ' ^.% i^ ppofes ^ brothcr^aaddrivcs : 

hi& fnrr t-s out of iVLidiiJ a 105 

Mta}i;Atchund, appUcs to t&eMa- 

ja^as; for affiftance to tytn out 
^"-'Noy^^^Ulqe Cawn from th^^'go- 
. S^tTfiflpsm^^ Surat ; 217 

"j^t f R^Qi^cd by the Siddee 218 

Ai^ treaty.' .wkh Mr. Spencer ^22 

Mecr Si^ib, reputfes the French iiear 

^.^at^vm^dttj and dies of Iiis wounds 

jWi^p^ eipt&io*v"kiUcd - 248 

Mogul' Sh^w* 'rttaJi)EM:> depofcd by 

•/,; S^jir ^A5»d^i Cawn^ the Vizier, 

. .^nij depjiyeu^c^ his^e-fight 59 

; Monage^fc* p^j^l ^tti^e !^ a vifit 

wftji th?yM«raiice' ef , .^riendiblp 

the 

198 
1268 



. - If om Ihe Kin'g of Tafijore* 
: l]^e[itf:in^ M^^j^^ "'UOMnded at 
*:-fSBf%.rf GOfiieV^ram 
/ — ^takrf Tim^iel^y fort 
* . Wigncfooja tftftribtd 

t: * ■ ' ' \ ' • - ^tte^hurricanes at thatieafon 

*-/ " *feif mgftlijH^ the lofs of the Pern- 

. ^^hfokc-Vy;:^;^ Afpin£x 

SldpIaii^Hee ' Shaw, Governor of 

1&ftr^%eonjrefides at Ormus xgjf 

. ^.. !f* T ^ly troubleibmc 10 the mcr- 

-^^jehSnt^^^nd extorts, by means c^ his 

^r.^hs Qr^:: l^t^"i'^ from them 
-^^■ix4flbfe? the£^ of afliMance 
• •• :-'- ''•;:':'_ .. 238 

[Si "wKiert caUcd on, for 
:fe^ of the French 



upf0ft%'mi^H:%i\ .\ *^> 



tfite aa idKance urith t!fe 

Frcrich 240 

Moors, the Mahonietans Mpropetiy 

ib called fhtroduBian 

— -p-»their omnners ibid 

and chMmAer 119 

Mootis AUeeCawn, his character 79 
h i^ deceitful conduct .89 
r- — -outwitted by Dupleix 
— — rcfufcs to pay his tribute to the 
Nabob 

■ f ends his ¥akeel to negotiate at 
Madr^ ' . 9^ 

'" — ^P^y^ P**"^ ^ ^^ tribute to Ma- 
jor Killpatrick 

■ r erufes to fulfil his engage- 
iTient 
MorachiMn fent to reinforce M. Dc 
CohSahi at MafuHpatam 2 14 

fi nds it taken •, fdls with his 
troops to Gangath, where they are 
greatly harraflfei by the Raja 

-arrives aCBottUacat *, is at-^ 



tacked by Gdl. Ftther, who takes 
ten of his offic^ prifoners 

■ returns to Pondichery with 
die tcmains^ of Ms army 

M(M^mw, Commander w the Marat- 
tas in Narzirzing'is army, account 
of him 7 

■ fe nt in purfuit of the French, 
and with fifteen men breaks through 
their army 

his detachment defeated by 

die French 9 

has a defign' upon Trichino- 

poly J7 

■ ■ i s joined by 3000 Marattas 

—goes over to the French 38 

^ravages the coimtry, and 

cannonades Trividy, which the 

£ngli(h take from them, and 

they retire 41 

D — attacks 
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•^attacks a par^^<]|f the Xanjoce- 
,,. troops 68 

«r-^-rfor a .fiipulated fum, paid by 
the Nabob and King of Tapgore, 

. leaves tlie French army and returns 
^to his own country 69 

m- rebel?, and endeavours to niakes 

himfelf independent , .. icu 

MulToot, SiddeG> feizes the cafUe of 
Surat 1756, and appropriates to 
himfelf one third part of the re-, 
venues of the town 217 

. his force 220, 

^furrenders the caftle of Surat 22.3 , 

Muzapherzing, lays claim to the go- 
vernment of the Camatick. .3 

• goes to Sattaarah, enters into al- 

. liance with Chunda Saib, whom he 

. gets releafed, and applies to BaUa- 
zerow for alTiftance to fupport.his 
pretentions, whodi^ippointsl^ 

■■ ' raifes an army, is joined by the 
French, gains a vidory over Ana- 
verdyCawn whom he k'dls near, 
Arcot, an/d takes Ma^iphusCawn 
prifoner .... 4 

fakes Arcot, over-run? the 

whole province, retires toPondi- 
chery, and appoints Chunda Saib 
Nabob of Arcot 

raifes contributions and lays fiege 

, to Tanjore, and receives a large 
fum to raife the fiege 

^ and Chunda Saib, marches out 
of Pondichery with a large army 
commanded by M. D*Autcuil 5 

—^ — his army difperfed, he fubmits 
to Nazirzing, who detains him a 
prifoner of ftate 7 

— ^ — proclaimed by the French Vice- 
roy of the Deckan II 
routed 12 



•f 



N 



NAnna, the afting Chief of "the 
Maractas . 8 ?. 

Nanna Pundit Pradcn, Chittf of 
the Mamttasi * his propofeis to 
confimt) the government of Surat 
to the Engliih company * 224 

Nanderauze, his plot to feizc Trichi- 

nopoly -: gg 

■ i s jHievented byCapt. E^akdo 39 

—-—endeavours to get poflft^ion of 
Trichinopoly by ftryi^igfjij^^jind 
makes a propofal tctM^^Sauflay 
to join him, which he rgeifl^' with 
dizain . .. ./... 96 

——decamps fiT>ni ^TfifhinQpoly. 
marches home and*raUc's ol fcbel- 
4ion .^'^*** •'•*^-^. 87 

takes Tinncyi^'^rtrf befieges 

Madura ' _•• *\^-** 99 

Nazeabutla Cawn, • ijEfflfes tdyay his 

> arrears and jv^ijpjwpted ,hy the 
Fflcncji •/;';. .I- \-^ ' % J'^ 

Nasirzing, rappoi^^ti^Miccfoj^^^the 
Deckan by die Nlogul ; • ' x 3 

—J — ^marches an ^fmyfro^ AuKJig^ 
:bad, to punifli I^\ft:ajJhcrtihg*»d 
Chunda Saib for their H^belllon 4. 

routs the rebels fo}^6s& and cuts 

the French gunners jo pifcts "^ V7 

^retakes Arcot ' V\j. •• ' '*^* 8* 

marches to retake w^gec • .'far- 

. rounds it ;' ^ * .*• 10 

is murdered by the N^dbftb^ of 

Cadapah and Condanore in cciTceft 
With the French. ThlYpJunctcr 
his tent, and divide the fpoil 
Pondichery 

Nelloure, defcribed 



at 
I'l 



Nizam Almuluck, 
Deckan 



Viceroy of 



III 

the 

3 
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--^ies,-tan41davos fdurfbnfiv Qau- 
zedey CawQ, Nazirzing, Salabat- 
ziog and Nizam Alice 3 



o 



i^Mrahs* .their Cowardice and 

trcacl^ry 120 

their defign againft the lifeof 



. Amet Shaw: are out-witted by him 

• 121 

— — -rfu?c put privately ta de^th 122 
Opiumvgiven both.tb men and horfes 

to fer\^e inftead of food, as it damps 
. tike appetite and enables them to 
• . endure fatigue See BttroduSion 
Order under tne Viziers, &c, . 234 
Odgin of the war - 1 

Ormus, Sefcribed . - 232 

— 43uilt by^the Portugucfe, who 

. . at^ expplled^ by the Perlians and 

Englilh Traders 234 

butremalouf/ fortification . dcftroyed 

by 60I. A\dcrco)n 112 



PAlk Mr. , in company with the 
.Ndfeoci and CoL Lawrence, goes 
to the King ofTanjore's court 44 
com'flniflioned with Col. Law 
. rciace to . treat with the King of 
NJaiflbre 46 

-iuGceeds with the Kino: of 



Tanjor^, and engages him to fend 
3000 Korfe.and 2000 Sepoys to 
join Col. Lawrence 48 

-appointed one of the Comtnif- 



-influencfcs the King of Tan«- 



faries to treat with the French, and 
goes to the congrcfs at Sadrafs 60 
-is unfuccefsful ^at Tanjore, 



occafioried by the treachery of his 
Linguift 64 

fucceeds with the King of 



Tanjore to fend his cavalry to join 
, Col. Lawrence^s army 6 8 



jore to reftore Monagee, whom he 
. makes Prime Minifter and appoints 
CommanderinChiefofhisarmy 68 
-lent with Mr. Vanfittart t» 



Pondichery.and they return with 
.; thfe treaty and truce 73 

■ deputed with Col; Lawrence 
and Mr. Walih to invite the Na- 
bob to Madrafs 88 
Pattans, defcribed 119 

r-good fdldiers' ' 120 

■ ' i nvade the Mogul's empire 2^41 
-defeat Shaw Abadin Cawn^ 



^ and place Timur on the Mogul's 
. throne 243 

Perwana,'granted to Mr. Spencer 22^ 

■ ■ & c. ' ' ^«8 

, — . J. u nder the xoocfauck, or findl . 
feal, to Mr. Spencer, to prote<9: 
. the iochabitants, merchants,- pil^ 
grims and trade of Surat' 230 

■ ■ u nder the. fmall fed, to Mn 
r Spenfer, for haftening the remit- 
tances from Surat to the Mo- 
gul 

Peelagee, a Bramin, ufurps the go- 
verment of Guzarattover the Ma- 
rattas — 8f> 

Pharrafs Cawn, Deputy Governor of 
jSurat, is propofed Governor 218 

Phirmaund, (finnan) or order, under 
the great. Mogul's feal and under- 
fealedby his Vifier, for the Compa- 
ny's hoidin'g the government of 
the cattle of Surat 231 

Pigot'Mr. Governor of Madrafs, hi« 
behaviour J diftributcs 50000 rou- 
pces to the garrifon 153 

Pocock, Adm. his fleet fails from 
Madrafs in quett of the French 
fleet 124 

romes.upwith ind engages 

them on the 2 1 th of April, 1 75^ 

-— repairs 
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npsa ts Jus daauflei m Ma- 
drafi^aAdfiulmqucftofclieFrench 
fleet which he finds in Poodicheiy 
ro^d 126 

4s prevented from comiftg up 



with diem for many dm 

returns to Madn& road 127 
ififobvert die Frendi fleet in 



Pondichety toad, and makes iig< 
nals to chace thotn 133 

- ■ g engages the French Aoet the 
third of Augoft, 1757 154 

»--^^bis fleet anchor off Caricaf ^35 

* ■ ■ refits his fquadron at Bombay, 

and lailsfor the coaft of Coroman- 
del 244 

i c niifes oF Pondicfaeiy 

* * i w aters his fleet at Tnncomalay 

* d ifcovers the French fleet and 
diafesthem 

^-*-<-^makes a fignal fer a general 
chace 246 

>^~-^makes a f^al for the fine of 
battle, which the French aroid by 
hazey weather 

^ difcovers the enemy*s fleet, mid 
both make the figiud fbrbattle 
and engage 247 

*i i a nchors with his fleet in Ifega- 
patam road, and repairs, his da- 
mages 249 

-•r--Teccives a letter from the gover- 
nor and Council of fort St. George 
f ails from Negapatam road and 
difcovers the French fleet in Pon- 
dichery road 250 

——obliged to leave aff the chafe 
and return to Madrafs to water his 
ftcet for his voyage to Bombay 
before the chang^ of the Monibon 

251 

w ■> detaches Rear Admiral Comifh 

with Sol fliips for the coaft of Co- 

romandel 252 

detaches Rear Adm. Stevens 



from BondMty wtdi finir fliips for 
checoafl:ofCoromandd 253 

-—receives oideca to letura toEngbnd 

^anchors at Anjengo and &ils for 

England 

a rrives at St. Helena, and wuts- 
to convoy a larae fleet of India 
fliips : arrives fate in the Downs 2^4. 

Polkr Capt. wevents die enemy fnmi. 
cutting o# his redrat * 65 

i ■ ■ cannonades them, gains a vifto- 
ry and retreat in gGUd ot^der 66 

coodofib the Nabob to his ca- 
pital 87 

— coimnands the troops in fort St. 
David when it funrndered to M». 
Lally : figns tfaeCapuktion 131 

*— takes Outremaiour 1 1 2. 

■ ■ * t o wipe off^ his £%race for the 
lols of Ibit St.DMM, oflers logo* 
a volunteer with Col« Draper in a. 
&lly from Madrafi 132 

Pohrg^dTMarava, oflers afiMpaffiigb 
ior the EngUfli troops^ and invites 
them to fettle in his country 85. 

Prefton Capt. oa|s off M. Lally's 

fup|>lies, . and greatly harnUTes him. 

' duni^ the fiege of Madrais 147 

«-— intercepts a convoy of the enc- 
mv^s flores, &c. 15*8 

Priefls the Bramins, abMve their war- 
riors by iacrifidng of a Bufialo 80: 



OUeenborough stakes the Ruby^ 
a French mow 135 



RAja, <Sr nominal Prince pf thic 
Marattas, described 80 

Raja of Vifen^re, ; imprilbns the 
French Chief, plucks down their 
c^byrs and hoift the Engliih 201 

Raja 



r K U' E x 



xvu 



■i ■ ■ applies to Col. Clive at Calcutta 
• for afliftance to free him from 
' French tyranny 

V troops more intent upon plun- 
dering the enemy's camp than 
' fighting 2o6 

Raja of Narflpore, joins his troops- 
with Col. Fordc's army 208 

Rs^amndry, given to theEngUIh^by 
the Raja of Vifanapore 203 

■ defcribed 207 

■ t aken by the French 209 
Ridllard Lieut, fcnt to the relief of 

Tagada 257 

^^ — is deferted by the horfe and Se- 
poys 

' l ofes his'guns, is routed and de- 

- ftroyshimfelf 258 

Recruits^ unufed to the climate, ibme 

drop down dead after a march of 

eight miles ^99 

Reflexions on t^e fiege of fort St. 

George 193 

References to the plan of fort St. 

George 196 

Reprefentation made to the Mogul, 

by Mr. Spertcer, in behalf of the 

Englifh Eaft-India Company 226 



S 



SAdet AUee Cawn, Nabob of Ar- 
cot I 

Saha Raja, the nominal Prince of the 

Niarattas 80 

St. David fort, invcfted by the 

French 

^furrenders 128 

St. Thomas's Mount, defcribed 142 
Salabatzing, proclaimed by theFraich 

Viceroy ot the DecHan ^12 

^ in oppofition tx> Gauzedy Cawn, 

appc inted by the Mogul 58 

mn t ■ his charader 78 



-5 ^hcj'with'M. De "Bufly. and 

Law, enter the kingdom of Maif- 
fore, and raife a contribution of 
fifty- two lack of roupees 85 

difcards M. De BuiTy loi 

-writes to the Governor of 



Mjadrafs, for hb afliftance to op- 

pole the French 
— ' — is deprived of afliftance by 

the lofs of Calcutta 102 
comes to terms, with the 

French .103. 

-^juits the French inteceft, and 



meets his brother Nizam Allee at 
Hydrabad . - . ^^^ 

-treats with the Engliih, and 



grants them Mafulipatam,. Nizam*. 

patam, and obliges the French 

troops to leave the country 213 
Saliibury, fprings a leak and .is in 

great diftrefs 252 

Saunders* Mr. Governor of ; Fort St. 

George, arrives at Madrafs . . 10 
——^-endeavours to negotiate a peace 

with M* Duplelx 60 

1 a grees with Mr. Godeheu on a 
fufpenfion of arms 7 1 

——entertains the Nabob at Madrafs 

. 88 
c omplains to Mr. Godeheu of 
Nanderauze's r breach of the fuf- 
penfion ^ 99 

Saullay De, Commander c^ the 
French at Seringam, refufes to 
join Nanderauze in an attack on 
Trichinopdy during the fu(penfion 
of arms .86 

communicates the dc&gtt to 
Major KillpatriQk . 87 

Schaub's Captain, company fent in 
boats from Madrafs for Fort St. 
David, are taken by the French 
and carried into Pondicher}^. 34 

£ Seringam 
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Seringam ifland, dtfcribed 
Scringam pagoda's, defcribed 
-occupied by the enemy 



Severndroog, defcribed 

attacked, burnt, and 



«7 
i8 

95 
taken. 



by Commodore James 
Shaftlbury arrives at Fort St. George 

from Bombay 183 
Smith Capt. fends a reinforcement 
. to Tagada 257 
^iurprizes a French 



lurpnzes a 
-attacks Seringam, 



convoy 

259 
^ , and is 

wounded 

—is joined by the King of Tan- 

. jore and Tondeman 

Siddee, Admiral of the Mogul's fleet, 
refides at Dundee . Rajapore 2 1 6 

Somerfet C^tain, wounded in his 
ankle 248 

Spencer Mr. prevents the Marattas 
from joining the Siddee or Meah 
Atehund 2^ 

Shaw Abadin Cawn, his afcendcncy 
over the Mogul j refolyes to mur- 
der him 241 

employs two Moors to murder 

the Mogul 242 

confines all the fons and friends 

of the Mogul, and places on the 

• throne one of the Mogul's rela- 
tions 

•- joins an army of Marattas 

is defeated and routed twice 

by the Pattans 243 

Stevens Rear Admiral, command of 
the fleet devolves on him 253 

- ■ r etakes threeEnglilhveflclsfrom 
the Malwans, pirates, and fails to 
the coaft of Coromandel 25^4 

Surat, inhabitants, invite the Englilh 
to take poflTeflion of the cafUe, in 
order to preferve their property 

219 



Surat caftlc itnd tsuUca, delivered up 
totheEngUCh 222 

Surat guns, &c. found in the caftle, 
civen to the £lngli(h company 224 

Suipenfion of arms, articles of, &cc. 

7« 



TAgada fort, furrendered to. the 
French on honourable terms.258 
Tanjore, defcribed • 15^ 

kingdom of, its extent and 

revenues , 2a 



-and Tondeman's troops join 
the Englifli . 2 1. 

-^ troops, commanded by Mo- 

nagee, retake Koiiaddy 26 

King, promifes to join Col 



Lawrence, and deceives him 41 

^King, his fplendid -court 44 

troops, join the Englilh 



army, and leave it the fame day 
-horfe, infl:ead of purfuing the 



enemy, plunder their camp- 54 
-King, threatened by Nande- 



rauze to have his country laid 
wafl:e, if he did not quit his en- 
gagements with the Englilh 55 
-troops, commanded by Mo- 



nagee, defeat the Marattas, and 
take eight hundred horfe 59 

-troops, diibanded by the ad* 



vice of Succogee 
■- »-in the French interefl: 64 
^troops, under Monagee, join 

the Englifti . 79 

^King, his. character 78 

-King, and Tondeman, pro* 



teft: acainft the Englilh treating 
with the Marava 85 

King, 



INDEX. 
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n ■ ■ King, inflfts on the reftitu- 
tion of nis country taken from 
him by the Poly gar of Marava 99 
-alfo two diftrids that Mona- 



gce had conveyed to Tondeman 

^King, confcnts that the French 

ihould pafs through his country, 
offers them a fmall fum of money, 
but refufes them his troops 137 
confines the two French hof- 
tages, and in a fally defeats the 
Frencliarmy 139 

chicanery to Major Caillaud 146 

Tanjoreans, make a fuccefsful fally, 
rout M.Lally's army, of twothou- 
fand three hundred and fcwnty 
French, and raife the-fiege of Tan- 
jofe 139 

Tondeman's character 78 

Trichifiopoly King of, dies 2 

\ three competitors for the throne 

. Queen, imprifoned by Chunda- 

Saib, burns the Alcoran, on which 
he fwore to be true to her, and 
poifons herfelf 
——government changed, and be- 
comes dependant on the Nabob 
of Arcot 

t aken by the Marattas 3 

defcribed 1 5 

, garrifon makes a fally, and dif- 

trefs the French in their retreat 54 

. reinforced 57 

. in diftrefs for want of provifion 

and fuel 62 

— reinforced from Fort St. David 109 

. ^its im portancc no 

Tripetyfeaft, defcribed ii8 

Trivedy, taken by the French 9 

■ garrifon, fally out on the 

French, and are put to the fword46 
furrenders to the French 



Truce, figned by Governor Saunders 
aud SieuiGodcheu ys 



VAnfittart Mr. appointed one of 
the commiflaries to treat with 
the French, and goes to the con- 
grefs at Sadrafs 60 

difcovers Dupleix's forgery of 

the MoguPs faneds 6i 

^fent with Mr. Palk to Pondi- 

cheiy, and returns with the treaty 
- and truce '73 

Vaflerot De Captain, with ten troop- 
ers, performs a gallant aftion 147 

^lays wafte the bounds of Pondi- 

chery 269 

Vifagapatam, fummoned by M. de 

Duffy, and fiirrendered • 103 

Volconda Governor of, declares for 

the French • 1 3 



w 



W 

Andewafli, taken by Col. Ad- 
lercron, and' evacuates it 1 1 3 
taken by the Englifh 260 
battle neiar 265 



Watfon Admiral, arrives-at Madrafs, 
with a fleet from England 7 1 

—commands the Englifli fleet 

againft the pirates on the Malabar 
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